U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

R.57W. R.44W.
BB, R.58 W. R.56 W. R.55W. R 54W. R.53W. R.52W. R.51W. R.50W. R.49W. R.48W. R.4TW. R 45 W. R.43W. R.42W.
i 1 d : | LS it C) . | Rage S Do, [ | ‘ e 3
' /s \ 2 : 0 = ”Lf‘
{ = o e /o ] y = BN b S\t a7 T Y i - Y.
S = ® N o 1899 (M= P 1913 (\ & 3 e = / Henry Y >
- Pz A e =g ¢/ > O X T = s 5 1907 ; © Condon 3 = Ayt
i % o =~ L‘T 3 (‘ t Q ("C ;;L : N Al : i ¢ S “’ 'Yac 455 ) O'Q_illingham = ¢ O Steffens 1887 N, S =
y R L1y . 219 S e J ‘ 1% 7 ] AT AT 1915 A N T.18.
T.18. L > 7 f—— ‘ ¢ = N\ N / -4 ot \\ \
/ A Y S =l : 5 e X oL 08 o - % 1 i 2 PR
2 4 [ " CANA o 191 i : > / a . U]
7/? s 2% Sy ( Eskdale © 3 T AN = ~Bughangrof N sLl —~P = e e Iy Happyyile el i i) VV”’L’“"\;*\\
N oy , 7 J 1an LN [N ~ e Wy 2 Ly Elba 2 < ? 4 et 1924 Swales. 1887 \J A, >
7 o 4 \ ) a 4 & e ‘ > 1924 A =il e S 4 1887 N\ =Y L NE
2 7 & ¢ & \ 4 X Y~ . O W /
\ \%‘ < : 5 $9|(19§On \ ) Ay ¢ / N N =< Elba = ;r/ pg 4 Q E 3 R /\/ ——c { RIB{\
NS / ¢ . = e b 19100 =3 =~ X Beverly Avoca 2 AN N N
B N S ’(’A ~ | ”C’ i\—?f (/-5:1, A o Grove y 2 1889 2 Pj \ A 5 '\
e p (¥ _— “ 24 i XL ohat , E: Y pe S Blackwol 0 oA~ 1 \
NooeaAl : by NS W e | A S| emvgneniape o\
) N ~ ; Nl Ny = i ) / 448 8Abbott \ . o 2 £ DeNova 1910 - s 3 J It Itr’n;‘%—\f\xﬁ/{\
T2 {4\ 3 N Y \ 4 V.7 { ! X | S i & O pilingham) | =" 8 S ( { {
-28. ; \ o 1 A \ 4 v J 7Y [ 5 \'; \ / (e At $ {L\ [\ y
\ ) } T SN \eis® 0 1] X - / Y i el . S ‘ : echer Island T.28S.
S “ N = / ] N JE 7 { £ \ / ) y, S 3104
NS ~ S | 38 v % 13 oV -y { ) i 1 2 (Glory; Beecher) Baﬁlegrm{nd TQBB \
AN Iz X o N M = . i 1 \
S y =, ¢ | 2 i \ o (Dillingham) L
Y Von X i - Y SN S ) X A o Marrisburg e = 1 =9 1981 : CHEYENNE ; N b
\ Cod = 7 Y e \ 2 a\ > AN 1887 & / y INDIANS Abarr 1922 Q Clugh
B2 4 N f { S'm//“v’ L0 1940 Sy B ; 5'3’ \ C/ . el - 7 Sy Y L (Brownsville) ) @)
7 X & o 1 : 195 o Hpm L lv «. i R ook & gwi]somm(}ft; 0 =_ >j X HOMELAND .
{ = A 4 all Q g ¥ - Dearborn ’ )
t )] e = /I” t = 4 c / R \ ¥ 5 Z 4 { 2 e | o | yHarrishurg = : j
\ ‘ )i . { f % Abbott 7N e < XU A sty ~uwl o e 1) ol Mildred 19100 fﬁ"l:?sr,' g
& 5 77 - X ¢ & i f ¢ ISHEK 4 K% o~ e/Meektdn o~ ¥
i = & < \ ;-Abbott h = & 3 = D FASESSV ¢ 1900
W =i Nl g e TN 7 %887 ‘ . 1902 7 © L ! o Y N
o \ K . N g R = i
k\ - SR, Z © Simpson v § 5\ D) 2 \ $\ ) :\\ S s i = 7 ) ( 1915 ) re: o
P { : % A L Il - 7, ) W
e T N 2222 1/; 1 g b, JEIS A / //{&gm X ¢\ Lindon 1924 O TR [  Lindon 1838 oo le 5 vl !
-3S. \ S 1 L J S W I ‘ P 1914 171.38
\\ \ / 7 ) 7 T\( =, 7 g / V7 !210 \ | \\ N Y 2 & I: Vi g = \ N
’ i & by b Al - KT 3 Rt O < | \ Gurney o
) ] J { \ R / Lindon © ) & = i) : Guerney O
7 (= T AN 1924 g = ¢ “’,’QZ'Q? L el
¢ ¢ \ | { v X W, S
) > = ( 8 rA\} il } ¢ "N : 5 [ SANAls S (Kingston)
I / e \ o 4 k' - oy ¢ o AN A i —
: / 7 ( i M S 3 V) d - \ e s A =TT
) ) 9| D2 S (54 - = i Iy, 71
& PR ERYUNAY ] ' j ! 2 9 S =T \ N : 1906 S ol 7 O Willadel 17 : N ™
\i N t ) o y Rl IS ] : % \ L4 —
. Winnview P ) iy \ Ny AR A f \ [ P 1923 X 2 o .
4941 *,‘}'Af\ N “ Q (/ i \' Q [ ’ < I 4 ﬂ IR f < ot 2 \4’ 4 Py \ \
\(\quinviemv ) ; \ / / S XL o Lindor),O NS i = e = AT \ ) N
WS 4R & ' bYS Speric = N8|\ e > 7. ) I ¥ < Y \
st 18 VD N G AP RS AP . | Obsars S
R , )/i 24 5 % & | ; NG & o i 9 = \ ==
) A s '8 & AN SPSB, 5 o S s ! - \ N 4.
f—”} ] e /) \ &/ - A J 1 S 22 i 2 AN = & 14 i s A 7, ) A VO
A o N o '7471 >, . == - | / Z, \ 7 \
| ‘ { e LU / ( \ X 2 SZ (2 =5 S | 3
Lo \ p) G Y i b Friend e (’Q/\ /! ~ VG R
i Sre / it (Spence, Lowry)~ @ &2 | T : 5;1?7 oy
=4 1 i1 =X ‘4’\ N\ é » /. - .
s ) i~ J j i 8 2, g\,p Cor _7‘2:'\0 % Ve rsadhrS - L Ggredian O - - Fox 1890 O \ - Station 20 near
Y / L g = A — 2 = e RN R )T ~ 1 (Veto) 1889 — 3 " daqu ‘ here. Location?
§ 5 [ ) o \ \ X 1§ / \ )52 = L %% A s S N 1S U ; < 1889 wWo - N | :
5 } 4 \ N\ /’J 5 | A INVITAR 1887 /’\a% ! S T G e NF ] - 7 (Gray) - Landsman o \\
! < % \ ! \ < Ao TR i P -
\\ : L g P 3) o= g i g 1892 ;Fd 7’4\%/\ rZ | SN | R AV PR Ly B 914 1883 3 A ..
N 7 adger i 5 == ; /
7 PR SV TAR el o — e AL | %% - 7R [N
' I Creek | \ G A= = £ o =
> { > \ N \‘\ g%, X/ \ ) o =y I & G o \ \ !
3 ol ; N ) I o \ S o 3 ) g - \ ]
= / Q " \ 7 v am 7 q A R-u-c' < —~ O Gray 1888 £
> =( \ g | LY N o craek S 5 - Wit g o Yo, 2L X ; later Cope ) \ | T.58
b ! 3 { ) ‘ h T e __FatTop OGI'C/hpst a3’ = — S\ ,‘wfﬂi o & i OKirk | 1890 e
= A RN 4 & Beaver 3 @) (chksonvﬁqe) LN 3907 9 g . & A Y daee™
Seees § = g Oftegl ) 8 4 s G =~ - ] : | Arikaree Fremont 1908 AN O =
G TR { 2 X , = N[ = - ° , o iz RS &3 |z .
{ (0 ) $ v / y I Y P n gy o & 1888 \ FISAA: (Alger) (/- Landsmian Q‘\é" e (
& AUl /A/ Wiy ic o | 4 o Townggnd &) Y 000 = v O N o )
3 il n A FLUETR 3N AdtTop O I Z s (Abilene 1888) e P =) Friend Hermes™=__ )l = o I~ ‘ |
N j \ oy o \ i | 7 Retgps X 4 i = : RN L IR | S ( el O location? (Erdna 1908). A/ st bl . [ !
\ v 7 | T/ / o > o SN S { s o) a2 addmd Eybeda 13 \
& o 2 1 A 17t = &7 v
_ f T SR % Y B x it - /O Bten (Lin-o Townsend) =S ha =i il = - \
i \ 3 ) 9N Jr i frr N 2 B : 1804) U0 e G S & = f=—Valley O K0 s 4 T N
: ) 21 - / ‘ 7 / 15 g ; : ot A £
‘ y T = / P <
NS c 2= X e : ! - SV ) { DS o b M T80 Marri B s a0 %) +
% >4 TR = s SZAL o o g’gﬂg'ﬁ S S SN AL W s/ O Berry 1907 o OBO"”V 7~ \\ 7 A
—{9 . Wayne N AL /, P # S AT N o7 e S Ak 1911 i ' 7 1§15 y &7 ¥
=2 L 2O7R Y - U g 3 ~ ) \ \ 9) i
: (Lowlz?r)d) AR ] ’ 7 Lhtee ;i?r o . Y, { J 3 P - O Carey 7 J Ashland 1889t—O Y, (
N (RN N (VTN AN NS R Lt IRt 2 2ol N dshan . =g ¢ - . e\ (Liberty) A 3 Rl
b | { ,j ik j\ﬁ -~ ir7 " Nog 308 / ¢ A - > OBrownwood ] d M ] e SAND ; § |
h ) b ¢} Townsellg, \J Pt Ly, o~ 2 =~ ] S v" o N Chapin 1889 S (Elphis) 1916 ALY ‘.(é‘, = Station 271 ( "
) AR % / Thurman Sl ! s SR (Hall ol \‘_T\/ location? ; , FF- =
NS 250 0 + - \ B o \ : 1Y A N Y Tuttle QH. Tuttle’s Ranch) A
= p ey & sy (" 7 i j d
\ %3} [ 4 ¥ g ) v ,:3 v oy r\’“ JI '\'\“\ % N S o 7o xT > !\ =8 "y / P P /
7= & A 5 J A )r'\/ 1\ S 4 O Q§ Y
N (RN sy e T / X K7 5 7 iy
b ; ¢ =2V ~ o ® 1@ &
i ’ = o T NY - \ e Wy
‘i (Gebhard) 1876 3% Ay £ ~ ! ( ‘ % J Q‘%‘ ,/\ [
} 2T : D S v I Pl A 7 - J \ . VA o S 7N Yale <5 Wallet i
N A K - e s | P 2 Wellans | @ ST B ’ </ QNESv 2 Al o 77O 1g90 =
N Y R o 1908 %, | ~A457% =z o Avendale / gRIVZA 8T RO Ul Y 4
( AR ) I o) A WL
2 - | ¢ S % 1888 A oR R Baltzer oRi(a ) (\ V 175
= e L e \..\\ 2 \ E (LR %Q\K Q{,: : ( 1907 i Al TS,
= > & . \ ~ (e
1= g 3 = N 1 N J : 7
. ) s of \" = S ~ ) oy > ) 1* AP & )
A ; \ g | Wy 0 : Y ; Jy ot =
C' J(/ §§ FairSTotUm % { N v /58 S ¥ s S L @ = L 7 - N sl i
£ age Station', {SS " Gotifrey) v 1S 7! L = 7 (NS 1 | Ve 3885
% \H i FEAR /?/\ : \ ’ NI:\,Q . & By = 3 [s, . \’ / 7%
% < | i c ~ / = &
e }é\m i 1< o J LSRR  q0h : ) ¥ !
¥ 7 < ey - = //\4 A 9.4 PEP‘K & \ A \? 7, 7
: i) =S e Pr 7 P
2 g . 3 0P de0 O | 28 /
R, ¢ 2 £ 0 A ari P NJuNr\‘»B (Nt“ e g { P A — _’/
R 7 =l 2 A 4 N\NG 2y g 10" Lo A 1 |
)i : 1 = ; A J Ja b Y U AN = g gVET Mg i P A i « 7 =g &
Il K 3 Cedar Point ge - o C /,,., Gl 7AS 5 s - ¥ A TN RTT Var 1 PP ) [Ou[e 9 5 ~ =/ / 5
: ) Stggefiar { ~ TR % ; ‘ y A Hoyt ] % o S 8 ¢ T.8S.
: H \ \ V17 ™ \ ! o = 18880 ® e 7~ A5 \
Al 5 t (L3 v (Y A N L 5 f ) : iy "N % » S J 1P Sl 7 —h ) (Lamborn PO.)
T.8S. |\ 2 R ac Fort Cedar Point Military Post =~ [} /' + . SR ISR 2\ A Jol s Station 22 ! AN : / 2 gaifill N5 RSy : -
i/ Statian zg | - Cedar 186768 ) \ \/ \ ~ ¢ ( e AN . N il A J O L A & f N B ( Carlisle 1887 i
&2 lacation ? { { | Point W 2 | 2 R A s oy ke Nt \ B ( i A S Uy { {Sidney, tarsen) |
O ZEasd N N o FBR ™oq b \| ) ~ N, e S T = i S | e TN,/ o ol i \ & r Jd
\¢ Ve |7} s < b V% s Q 3 i~ 3 53 S ‘ oS ! Jo7 R
v I g 78 8 e 20 7y A A Pz \ ) ) TR . Y A D7 e ! CHICABO, KANSAS & NEBRASKA RY. 18881891 )~ 1cM¢ ¥ A, ) bty . 5 g et D 1888 3
\{ 40y kFSP54/(\ AU /2 %{ > { \ %‘; A 4( »ﬂ?\ o e CHICAGO ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC RR.-1891<1980 ! e B R St ) e Fipd ¥, o nréf@la (Columbia) o (e 1888 e >
: s \ <op B \ : ’;; - ¥ ¥ - \J, < 4 KIOWA RAILWAYS 1980-TODAY LT : 57 7 ! N location? e - Lo S5 - ‘ 0 TN / Oligss ¥ vl P 4 z
WIS 3/47 = _ . O > { (Y - ) N0 ’ P 1888 \“"'P 1907 o= 7 < 1888 Crystal e ing [ ’ . . - y7J | \) Stratton 7 ’ . : e / 7 e
X PIB W, | tidng Oy 2 ] 1 L e = = ool el 1 Springs AL | = KIOWA RAILWA / 1888 / : v & T
AN (S, (\\ 72 2 (Limang Camp Y [T 63 —— e ] ' { 230 VITANA s e MID-STATES PORT AUTHORITY | | (Claremont) ) § e
N e —~—~ o 1288 = o -Yi888) AT _x / : ~ BowsarO 1980-TODAY ) . ek D s > cree”| |
eND, A Mustan C CableP.0 ¢ 7 -~ Frontier City ¢ 7 e \ - S~ QAR d g T.98
¢ ( Jene N p [ ( 3 (Creech, Cable P-Osb—; B ol S My v e later < \ ( ) Py .98,
10 Al = -l \(Ul Wy C = ( 7892—&5\ NI =~ 65 7 ) Tagled AT s | o
\ \ A = Y b, ) W v ] —~ =
T.98 A Resalis O S8 yssfs ) N f \ o g - : ~n Py 2T s : Y & { 0= T e A f &*3 il
Jac \ U \ v 3 < . N7 ~ § A 7 ee
Joc AN : \ T = = ijrEcey A o oL 1 S |
b ) (L o j | o il 1 - k - ) , A i g —J
6 Bof N / = RS Y > f Y ¢ gy j >
f g;gngegd‘l}?;the &“ Lake) £ & ! Q = Y N ‘ g, Sl ”"2}{i N 7 L 8 g = 'o\w\“\/ Griswold
PN O Station 24 location ? S, / v ) o A\ \ 3 ( 3 g ¥ 3 o e)
o1y - Stage Station (Hedinger's Lake, \ y 5 ? ! E 2 ) \ d \ e X R \;\\ O ek e z3
— ~ A ; Laketon) yia ¢ y (N = N $ &, &) f P 7 4 > 7
‘SMOKY HILLL SDUTH TRAIL -5 7 Lake Siding 1865 ) /15% N h0 SH TS N o Walls and Ladne 3 TR % = S S = AT i) 7 / R 5 = 42 iy b
BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND LB\ ) 42 J Swing Station NS \ > B 3 X Sheep Ranch \ | RN ~ T ¢ 5. ~ .y 7 : 3 o .0}
3 'DESPATCH s S Z ‘7{2(7% Ek / \ﬁ 5 ( ¥ r \\ X X \ = & ¢ J = = < RS S \ ) N / ‘/ ~t ) s a ol F 2, v ! A/( R
B AT DNER AN /e;?/c:,;’ d g oLl 7 : N\ v O RS \\- Station 23 location? . # { ' Sy e U = (F s o beioi = h HAIN of N B ik =
0 TEUNG 7 A | » s S LS Bagdadi—— ‘\‘?é"}’r}s e E‘ : 3 d) \ ) \ S LY . Ketchum and - 2 f A X Iz 1 B! ) 4 1Besgl e b ! v
KSAbogd: S Y 2 v 5 R S N % %) ! LR 4 b T\ A " Pugsley Rench P la K . 2 / ] ) g : - E
A (TR % 2% 3 w . -~ SRS \Fg N / = 5 == / ‘ T.108
T.108 - ey 47 ‘ — BaQ\M 2% : : }/ ( &1 (1 ) ‘ B N S ? SRR Z 5 To e ) ~ / 1 S\ ! \ NS NP
- LS, 3 LS 1915 Big Sandy Creek DN {o X A Eal : Bakersfigld O f N/ A~ - o
C: A (Mgnis&m%&) v wlgs :onr‘:z bt:gidan;)of \ & 'é d by Bafr&{; A \ . =/ o /= %-)“ 2 fl I ! > Evjy Vi NN \
*1 AG Q) Cheyenng F(e’senif’nignflr 5 0 ‘,‘Z‘;—‘_‘ { Sp;mgio\; atan. i ) : 7/ a 9‘“” ;}nfa/ns Point e - = = Pl 0 N\
JrENNE S o _ Vatigniy : b7 o L3 2 PN E S N S ¥
. ¢ ALY Gy Nolo ANNGEVE : J fansesgy x 2 ; s . : s STRE Lo U FENT LSBT
i N Tbo f e Y T2 ot = § & Wbt ot 7 7 (i O 1907 PR ) ¥ U\
! = Hogat w27 SN 00 Y o e eV z L 5oy K ) Y { \
Station ’ 1850 'f” b/ 8 X = r. = ] 4 ’ ?giatverton KU~ Kfs?(()l?]k
Ny 3 *~ 3 . - ) = 5 ‘»,‘,n“‘ i — d -
A > ilow Springs | RN z PPN i | E ) /. Perrys FARN) ¥~ i }
o BR . ; : oy ) L ( s i ‘ ‘ \
Nl VA ' '(Wing\tmatéutgﬁon ‘ : A ~ Ry oy ~ » S o e ,
\ . Ny L o O T CHEYENNE WELVE . \ ) L k] ; Ry :
S 73 =+ R 9 = \ No >
R T IR S\ X S _ANDIANS £ 7 N , : \& ol A A g ’
) N N “ T B A J‘ ) - N N\ < e [\ = ) = o -
- e N N R s | 57 ¥ HOMELAND/ ¢ R = | \ \ ) \ { U S == = \ T118.
NG 39 F > . + Hugd > A ( ly @ | : Hil 3 - { b \
= N Hill S \ N N~ XY / n,
= N % ey N ¢ o el / = ” \ — \ «l::u“:\ )- ) Rivel~ f b ”
N e <) T L </ | / i = =" - in 5 f =~ =
B b 1 r / Oriska | ) o =p
5 N izl | A& ’ by f / Oaan N 2N Y 7 f g 1€, &
\ 1 = Az = A / o ~ . a4,
4 O p Pl = = U
\\ =% RS 5 ) . E.E : ﬁ\;—‘r: X 7 f / \ \ ¢ P H ey /X M & § \, i % § 2 225 4 ; i) Y £ o J‘VL-. 7 f
o NOUAY N R = 2 l = S (Mirage] 2 [slogn Seelf = { | ¥ \ N ol \ o = = 7, W f 3 Nn - ) ho ¥
Keysors~ ; Lk E T G N y P2 >R R e \ ( J ; ¥
904 O & > Ro% :% %{I‘ ’ ! 01/04/\ 2 ) : > ( : Ty b
e R S P : O ‘\ g By ( %7[05&#1{4\ N 5 \J & . / X ' ) b . o . T.128S.
S\ 7 O\ ¥ J \ h N b ) 3 ¥, ( { 4 X \ \ E \ A
\ : S ANE 9 g.ﬂ . Big Sandy Creek et 4 ( , 005 \ rRNIR or A MaNTaNA ] :{\ 1Y (G . R T 2 5 Q S
T.12S. \‘\ =N\ =% . A was north boundaryof =1 X" ! i ) 7] J,ng \ )/ (CATTLE TRAIL AND SMOKY e Yy 2 N ) 1 i N X 3 SR —Px
: = iu \ T N Arapahoe Reservation —7 ~ S \ 5 / | V= \ RS ( N b B < i 1Y Jr ! 0} \ ) il : = -
REOW W HTAT > / ‘ [/ \ | HILL NORTH TRAIL I \ p . ‘ L e e AW W,
STW. R.55W. R.54W. R.53W. R.52W. R.5IW R.50W. RA9W. R.48W. R.47W. R.46W. R.45W. R.44W. A3W.
INTERIOR— GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. RESTON, VIRGINIA— 1994
: Tral ehrunlogy: e M iled 1991-1993. M Cattle Trail
Base from U.S. Geological Survey, 1954 Leavenworth and Pikes Peak Express Road—oldest SCALE 1:250000 ap compile —1993. Montana Cattle Trai
Revised 1977 Starvation Trail (Smoky Hill Midle Trail) mapped by Edmund T. Morris
) il : i ) .
100,000-foot grid based on Colorado g?,z:x :::[ ﬁ?}‘ﬁ: ]I::Lvoungest 5 —— (i 5 gllo MILES Edited by F. Craig Brunstein
coordinate system, north zone Color design by Virginia D. Scott
0 5 10 KILOMETERS Graphic design by Larry J. Preisendorf
= _— Cartography by Bill Ary
Manuscript approved for publication
CONTOUR INTERVAL 100 FEET Jangery 295 1%%4 p
WITH SUPPLEMENTARY CONTOURS AT 50-FOOT INTERVALS
NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 1929
1994 MAGNETIC DECLINATION FROM TRUE NORTH VARIES FROM 10 1/2" EASTERLY FOR THE
CENTER OF THE WEST EDGE T0 9 1/2" EASTERLY FOR THE CENTER OF THE EAST EDGE
INTRODUCTION METHOD OF PREPARATION OF THE HISTORIC TRAIL MAP graphic and geologic maps held in their files. Paul Bentrup, P.O. Box 11, Deerfield, EXPLANATION

Many of the historic trails in the Limon quadrangle were used by Indians long
before the white man reached the area. The earliest recorded use of the trails by white
men in the Limon quadrangle was in the 1830’s to 1850’s for trade with the Indians
and when roads were built to the new settlement of Denver. Discovery of gold in the
Rocky Mountains in central Colorado in 1858 led to the surveying and use of several
major new trails. In the Limon quadrangle, these new trails included segments of the
Leavenworth and Pikes Peak Express Road, Smoky Hill North Trail, and the Smoky
Hill South Trail. The two Smoky Hill Trails were nearly 120 miles shorter than the
Overland Trail along the South Platte River, and unlike the Overland Trail, they tra-
versed very little wind-blown sand. However, they crossed the mostly dry high plains
where availability of water was uncertain. In addition to the named major trails, many
new local trails were opened to afford connection to the major trails, stage stations,
trading posts, and military posts. Many of the local trails were used extensively, but in
the Limon quadrangle few were worn deep enough to still be visible on aerial photo-
graphs.

Stage lines and stations were established along both the Smoky Hill South and
Smoky Hill North Trails (where the station names and locations still are well known)
and along the Leavenworth and Pikes Peak Express Road (where the stations were
numbered and their locations are very poorly known). Nevertheless, all the known sta-
tions along the trails have been placed as accurately on the map as the information will
allow.

When the trails were built, an effort was made to choose level routes; however,
very little grading was done, so stages were constantly traveling down into valleys and
back up the other sides or were fording streams. Diaries of the travelers give accounts
of stages turning over where traversing tilted stream banks along valleys. The stages
traveled as rapidly as the drivers would let the horses run, and to keep the horses vigor-
ous they were changed about every 10-15 miles at stations where extra stock were
kept. These stations were called “swing” stations, but they provided little comfort to
the passengers, because stops were only long enough to change the teams of horses or
mules. About every fourth station was equipped with a kitchen and dining room so that
the passengers could eat meals three times a day. These stations were called “home”
stations. Some of them had beds, but generally the stages did not stop for the night
and the passengers had to sleep on the coach as it traveled through the night. Because
of the scarcity of trees for making lumber along the stage routes, many of the stations
were simply dugouts into the banks of streams or into the sides of hills. Some stations
were made of adobe or of lumber.

Part of the profit for the stage companies came from the transport of mail and
freight. The stage contractors had to bid for the privilege of carrying the mail, and the
competition along some stage lines was very keen, even though the profit was meager.
Although the stage routes were established by contractors to haul mail and passengers,
the routes were also used by freighters, immigrants, and gold seekers. During most of
the time the trails were used, travel was hazardous for several reasons. The best known
reason was that the Indians were antagonized by the intrusion of white settlers into
their native lands. The Pawnee, Arapaho, Cheyenne, and Comanche were particularly
troublesome for the white settlers in eastern Colorado. Treaties were agreed to but
were not kept by either the Indians or the white intruders. In the early years (1858-

1863) when there were fewer travelers into Colorado, there was much less trouble
than in the later years (1864-1869). Trouble increased when the military attempted to
prevent the Indians from harassing travelers along the stage lines. Retaliation by the
Indians became most active after the Sand Creek battle on November 29, 1864, along
Big Sandy Creek southeast of Kit Carson. Travel along all of the stage lines into Colo-
rado was slowed or curtailed for several months after that battle. To protect the travel-
ers along the stage routes, the U.S. Government fortified some existing stage stations
and set up new forts along the trails and garrisoned them with small units of cavalry.
The cavalry controlled the size of traveling groups and provided escorts to assure their
safety from Indian attacks. A systematic effort to kill off the bison on the plains, and
thus deprive the Indians of their main food supply, probably accomplished more than
anything else to stop the depredations of the Indians and force them onto reservations.

Even if the Indian Tribes had been peaceful, travel along the Leavenworth and
Pikes Peak Express Road and the Smoky Hill routes was hazardous because of the lack
of water and game. The only source of water was from scarce springs, ephemeral
water holes, and a few ephemeral streams. For example, in the summer of 1859 when
the stage along the Leavenworth and Pikes Peak Express Road was operating, the
Republican River in the Limon quadrangle contained only a few water holes. Even Big
Sandy Creek in the Limon quadrangle was ephemeral and dried up in many years. The
shortage of game resulted from the early travelers eliminating the game or driving it
away; thus, later travelers had difficulty in procuring meat. Along the Smoky Hill
routes, many people died of thirst or starvation during the summers or froze to death
during the harsh winters.

Westward movement and settlement of whites onto the Great Plains was encour-
aged by the Homestead Act of 1862. Many persons displaced by the Civil War moved
onto the newly opened land, even though the Indians were still a potential menace.
After the General Land Office completed the land surveys in about 1870, many of the
Indians had already moved out of the area. Much of the land had become safe for set-
tlement and small towns sprang up, generally spaced no more than 10 miles apart—
the distance a team and wagon could travel to town and back in a day. Roads were
built to connect the new communities and to provide access to the major trails. Rail-
roads were built westward and were gradually completed across the Limon quadrangle
to meet the needs of an expanding population.

UNSOLVED PROBLEMS

Locations of many stage stations, road ranches (the popular phrase in the
1860’s), and ghost towns are not well known because available records provide few
detailed maps or descriptions of the exact locations of these features. Most early maps
were very generalized and lacked a surveyed grid; even after the General Land Office
township grid became available, cultural features commonly were placed in different
spots on almost every map published. [n addition, many features, such as stage sta-
tions and trails, were abandoned before the land was surveyed and before counties
were organized, so these features cannot be found on the land plats or on county deed
records. After the stage lines were abandoned, the station buildings were almost
immediately torn down and scavenged as material for constructing buildings elsewhere.
Cultivation of the land followed settlement, and most of the trails were plowed over or
were obliterated by wind-blown sand and silt from nearby plowed fields.

The most reliable sources of accurate locations of the trails were aerial photo-
graphs, the original General Land Office (GLO) land plats, and the early surveyor’s field
notes that were prepared only a few years after the trails were in use. The railroads
were located from many excellent maps and books about the railroads. The names and
locations of towns were obtained from old maps, gazeteers, postal guides, and the ear-
liest site localities in the official applications for the establishment of post offices. The
correct location for many towns was obtained from U.S. Postal Service site maps; how-
ever, some towns did not have site maps, so accurate locations of some towns cannot
be assured. In addition, the locations of post offices have changed over the years; how-
ever, each place where a town post office existed is shown. Excellent articles about
events along the historic trails in the quadrangle have been published and were a great
help in preparing the map. U.S. Army high-altitude aerial photographs taken in 1953
at a scale of almost 1:62,500 were used to locate some of the trails; in addition, all
trails plotted from the land plats were searched for on the aerial photographs. Because
of plowing, erosion, and the relatively slight use of some trails during the 20th century,
most trails are no longer detectable on the aerial photographs. Almost none of the land
in the Limon quadrangle is in its original prairie condition; most of the land has been
cultivated for about 120 years. Every stereo-pair of aerial photographs of the Limon
quadrangle was studied with a stereoscope in order to find old trails; however, very few
segments were found. Therefore, most of the trails were plotted from trails on the land
plats made during the 1870’s. Finally, the trails, railroads, stage stations, and towns
were photogrammetrically transferred to a mylar base map of the Limon quadrangle.

About 90 published and unpublished maps as well as many books and articles
were examined. Unfortunately, because the locations of many cultural features varied
in these sources, the exact locations were difficult to determine; therefore some fea-
tures may not be accurately located on the map. Where the location of a town or other
feature is uncertain, the term “location?” is added on the map.
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RAILROADS IN THE LIMON QUADRANGLE

C & L.C. Ry.—Cadillac & Lake City Railway. Former Rock Island track purchased in
1980 and used as an excursion line from 1980 to 1990(?) from Falcon to Limon.
Track dismantled in 1993.

C.K. & N. Ry.—Chicago Kansas & Nebraska Railway. 1888-1891, then absorbed by
the Rock Island. Earlier name of the C.R.I. & P. R.R.

C.R.I. & P. R.R.—Chicago Rock Island & Pacific Railroad. 1891-1980. On Clason’s
guide map of Colorado in 1917 called “Pikes Peak Ocean to Ocean or Golden
Belt Route”. In 1980, track east of Limon was bought by the Mid States Port
Authority and run by the Kiowa Railways, 1980-today, to carry grain to eastern
markets.

K.P. R.R.—Kansas Pacific Railroad. 1870-1880, then purchased by the U.P. R.R.

K. Ry.—Kiowa Railway. Former Rock Island track east of Limon bought by Mid States
Port Authority and run by the counties along the right-of-way for hauling grain.
1980-today.

U.P. R.R.—Union Pacific Railroad. 1880-today.

PAPER RAILROAD
[A “paper railroad” is a railroad that was planned but not built]
C.S. & R.B. R.R.—Colorado Spring [sic] & River Bend Railroad. 1873. Proposed
alignment almost identical to the later alignment of the Rock Island Railroad.

FORT AND CAMPS NAMED AND USED BY THE
COLORADO CAVALRY IN THE 1860’S IN OR PROBABLY
IN THE LIMON QUADRANGLE
[See microfilm M594, reel 4, drawer 31/9,at Denver Regional Office,

National Archives|

Fort Cedar Point—NE % NE % sec. 19, T. 8 S., R. 57 W., Elbert County.

Camp Relief—66 miles from Fort Lyon on the way to Denver (possibly in the Lamar
quadrangle?).

Camp Splitrock—No information on location.

Camp Stillwell—No information on location.
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Trail or road—Dashed where approximately located; queried
where inferred. Dates of use shown for some roads.
Routes plotted from General Land Office (GLO) land
plats, early maps, or aerial photographs. Most trail or
road names are from original sources such as land plats.
Some shorter trails and trail segments on the GLO land
plats were omitted here to avoid cluttering the map
excessively. Some trails are terminated or their continua-
tion is queried where their destination was not shown on
original source. Locally, parts of the early trails are
adjusted to better fit modern courses of streams. Trails
date from 1850’s to 1880’s

o Town or other cultural feature—Approximately located;
showing approximate date of founding of a town or
establishment of a post office, not generally the date of
the first person to arrive; alternate town names and dates
are in parentheses. Most newer town names are in
brown. Locations of towns shown on previously pub-
lished maps vary widely, and some locations shown here
may be inaccurate. Abbreviation used: P.O. = Post Office

X Topographic feature

Railroad—Date shows beginning or duration of operation.
Railroads are shown in brown. Abbreviations of railroads
are explained in the text. For more details about rail-
roads, see books about railroads listed in the “Sources of
Information”

Cattle trail

. 1-232¢ .
e . Fort Collins© .

”Bmldég  Greeley |

_DENVER—F | |
1-856-G | @ DENVER

/

|
[
|
l'\‘ / COLORADO/ ' Castle Rock
I
|
|
|
|

Q\Qrand Junction ’\\ : -

. PUEBLO
- S Pueblo

=
=
o
=

RATON AND)
SPRINGER
it

INDEX MAP SHOWING LOCATION OF THE LIMON QUAD-
RANGLE AND OTHER PUBLISHED HISTORIC TRAIL
MAPS

MISCELLANEOUS INVESTIGATIONS SERIES
MAP 1-2468

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Bader, Avis, 1962, Kit Carson County and its cattlemen: Kit Carson County
Cattlemen’s Association, Burlington, Colorado Imprints, 131 p.
Bauer, WH., Ozment, J.L., and Willard, J.H., 1971, Colorado postal
history; the post offices: J.B. Publishing Co., The Crete News, Inc.,

248 p.

Berthrong, D.J., 1968, The southern Cheyennes: Norman, Oklahoma,
University of Oklahoma Press, 446 p.

Blevins, T.W., 1983, Our heritage, a collection of tales of east central
Colorado:  Stratton, Colorado, East Central Council of Local
Governments, v. 1, 75 p.

Boyd, E.D., 1859, The great central route along the first standard parallel
to the gold fields of western Kansas: Atchison, Kansas, Freedom’s
Champion, June 25, 1859. Copy furnished courtesy of the State
Historical Society of Kansas.

1859, The great central route to the gold mines of western
Kansas—notes of travel; interesting particulars of the journey by the
Atchison Company, reprinted in Hafen, L.R., 1942, Overland routes
to the gold fields, 1859, from contemporary diaries: Glendale,
California, The Arthur H. Clark Company, p. 285-297.

Brandes, T.D., 1973, Military posts of Colorado: Fort Collins, Colorado,
Old Army Press, 77 p.

Brayer, G.M., and Brayer, H.O., 1949, America’s cattle trails: Denver,
Colorado, The Western Range Cattle Industry Study and the
American Pioneer Trails Association (a map, scale 98 miles equals 1
inch).

1952, American cattle trails 1540-1900: Bayside, New York,
Western Range Cattle Industry Study and American Pioneer Trails
Association, 128 p.

Butterfield, E.A., 1925, Butterfield’s Overland Dispatch [sic]: Denver,
Colorado, The Trail, v. 18, no. 7, p. 3-9.

Chalfant, W.Y., 1989, Cheyennes and horse soldiers, the 1857 expedition
and the battle of Solomon’s Fork: Norman and London, University of
Oklahoma Press, 415 p.

Claggett, L.S., 1987, History of Lincoln County, Colorado: Dallas, Texas,
Curtis Media Corporation, 230 p.

Colorado Writers Projects Administration, 1940-1943, The names of
Colorado towns: The Colorado Magazine, v. 17, no. 1, to v. 20, no.
3, January 1940 to May 1943.

Cooley, Dale, and Owen, M.L., 1982, Where the wagons rolled; the
history of Lincoln County [Colorado], and the people who came
before 1925: Arriba, Colorado, Southwestern Institute of Colorado,
207 p.

Cragin, FW., 1903-1937, Early far west notebooks, volumes 1-28:
originals in Pioneer Museum, Colorado Springs, Colorado; copy in
Western History Department, Denver Public Library.

Crofutt, G.A., 1885, Crofutt’s grip-sack guide of Colorado: Omaha,
Nebraska, The Overland Publishing Company, a CUBAR reprint,
copyright 1966, 264 p.

Eastern Colorado Historical Society, 1979, Cheyenne County History:
Cheyenne Wells, Colorado, Eastern Colorado Historical Society,
432 p.

East Yuma County Historical Society, 1978, A history of east Yuma
County: East Yuma County Historical Society, 384 p.

Eberhart, Perry, 1986, Ghosts of the Colorado plains: Athens, Ohio,
London, Swallow Press/Ohio University Press, 253 p.

Eichler, G.R., 1977, Colorado place names: Boulder, Colorado, Johnson
Publishing Company, 109 p.

Ellis, E.H., 1983, Colorado mapology: Frederick, Colorado, Jenke-Hagan
Book Corporation, 256 p.

Gabehart, Margee, 1989, History of Elbert County, Colorado: Dallas,
Texas, Curtis Media Corporation, 230 p.

Greeley, Horace, 1964, An Overland Journey from New York to San
Francisco in the summer of 1859; edited and with notes and an
introduction by Charles T. Duncan: New York, Knopf, 325 p.

Haley, E.J., 1963, Historical railroad map of Colorado 1913: Denver,
Colorado, Hotchkiss Map Co.

Haley, J.E., 1948, Some southwestern trails: El Paso, Texas, Carl Hertzog
[publisher], 25 p.

1949, Charles Goodnight, cowman and plainsman: Norman,

University of Oklahoma Press, 485 p.

1953, The XIT Ranch of Texas and the early days of the Llano
Estacado: Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 258 p.

Hayden, F.V., 1877, Drainage map of Colorado: U.S. Geological and
Geographical Survey of the Territories, scale 12 inches equal 1 mile.

Hoskin, H.G., 1933, Kit Carson County’s ghost towns: Denver,
Colorado, The Colorado Magazine, v. 10, p. 68-71.

Kansas Pacific Railway Company, 1875, Guide map of the best and
shortest cattle trail to the Kansas Pacific Railway: Kansas City,
Missouri, Kansas Pacific Railway Company, 21 p. Includes a
pamphlet entitled: “Guide map of the great cattle trail from Red River
crossing to the old reliable Kansas Pacific Railway”.

Kit Carson Historical Society, 1985, Homesteaders and other early
settlers 1900-1930; western Cheyenne County, Colorado: Cassville,
Missouri, Litho Printers, v. 2, 311 p.

Lee, W.C., and Raynesford, H.C., 1980, Trails of the Smoky Hill:
Caldwell, Idaho, The Caxton Printers, Ltd., 235 p.

Lincoln County Historical Society, 19407, Lincoln County from the
beginning to 1940: Marceline, Missouri, Walsworth Publishing
Company, 64 p.

Linville, Leslie, 1983, The Smoky Hill Valley and Butterfield Trail:
Decorah, Iowa, Amundsen Publishing Company, 126 p.

Long, Margaret, 1932, The Smoky Hill Trail: The Colorado Magazine, v.
9, no. 11, p. 218-231.

———1934, The Smoky Hill Trails in Colorado: The Colorado
Magazine, v. 11, no. 2, p. 70-78.

1935, The route of the Leavenworth and Pike’s Peak Express: The

Colorado Magazine, v. 12, no. 5., p. 186-194.

1947, The Smoky Hill Trail: Denver, Colorado, W.H. Kistler

Stationery Company, 376 p.

1954, The Santa Fe Trail: Denver, Colorado, W.H. Kistler
Stationery Company, 281 p.

Montgomery, F.C., 1926-1928, Fort Wallace and its relation to the
Frontier: Topeka, Kansas, Kansas Historical Collections, v. 17,
p. 189-283.

Nankivell, Major J.H., 1935, History of the military organizations of the
state of Colorado, 1860-1935: Denver, Colorado, W.H. Kistler
Stationery Company, 533 p.

Nordyke, Lewis, 1949, Cattle empire, the fabulous story of the
3,000,000-acre XIT: New York, Wiliam Morrow and Company,
273 p.

Ormes, R.M., 1963, Railroads and the Rockies: Denver, Sage Books,
406 p.

1975, Tracking ghost railroads in Colorado: Colorado Springs,
Colorado, Century One Press, 148 p.

Overland News staff, 1957, Indian war of 1864, bloody summer campaign:
Overland News, v. 1, no. 4, p. 6, 7, and v. 1, no. 5, p. 5-7.

Pope, General John, 1870, Report of General John Pope, Headquarters
Department of the Missouri, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, October 31,
1870; Report of the Secretary of War, being part of the message and
documents communicated to the two houses of Congress: House of
Representatives Executive Document no. 1, pt. 2, 41st Congress, 3rd
Session, Congressional Serial Set no. D1446, p. 6-15.

Richardson, A.D., 1859, Leavenworth and Pikes Peak Express Route,
p. 235-262; in Hafen, L.R., 1942, Overland routes to the gold
fields, 1859, from contemporary diaries: Glendale, California, The
Arthur H. Clark Company, 320 p.

Ridgway, Arthur, 1932, The mission of Colorado toll roads: Denver,
Colorado, The Colorado Magazine, v. 9, no. 5, p. 161-169.

Roberts, R.B., 1988, Encyclopedia of historic forts: New York, Macmillan
Publishing Company, 894 p.

Rogers, J.G., 1967, Colorado place names: Denver, Colorado, Colorado
Historical Society, 6 reels of positive 35 mm microfilm in Western
History Department, Denver Public Library.

Root, FA., and Connelley, W.E., 1901, The Overland stage to California:
Topeka, Kansas, published by the authors, 645 p.

Root, G.A., and Hickman, R.K., 1944, Pikes Peak Express Companies,
pt. 1, Solomon and Republican Route: Kansas Historical Quarterly,
August 1944, v. 13, no. 3, p. 1, p. 163-195.

1944, Pikes Peak Express Companies, pt. 2, Solomon and
Republican  Route—concluded: Kansas Historical —Quarterly,
November 1944, v. 13, no. 4, p. 211-242.

Shaffer, Ray, 1978, A guide to places on the Colorado prairie, 1540~
1975: Boulder, Colorado, Pruett Publishing Company, 386 p.

Sharps, J.A., 1980, Geologic map of the Limon 1° by 2° quadrangle,
Colorado and Kansas: U.S. Geological Survey Miscellaneous
Investigations Series Map [-1250, scale 1:250,000.

Taylor, M.F., 1971, First mail west; stagecoach lines on the Santa Fe Trail:
Albuquerque, University of New Mexico Press, 253 p.

Territory of Colorado, 1867, General laws, joint resolutions, memorials,
and private acts [about toll roads]: sixth session of the Legislative
Assembly, Central City, David C. Collier, printer, p. 96-99, 130-
131.

Townley, J.M., 1988, The trail west, a bibliography—index to western
American trails, 1841-1869: Reno, Nevada, Jamison Station Press,
309 p.

Webb, W.P., 1936, The Great Plains: Boston and New York, Houghton
Mifflin Company, 525 p.

Wilkins, T.E., 1974, Colorado railroads; chronological development:
Boulder, Colorado, Pruett Publishing Company, 309 p.

CONVERSION FACTORS

Multiply By To obtain
inches (in) 2.54 centimeters (cm)
feet (ft) 0.3048 meters (m)
miles (mi) 1.609 kilometers (km)

Any use of trade names in this publication is for
descriptive purposes only and does not imply
endorsement by the U.S. Geological Survey

For sale by U.S. Geological Survey Map Distribution,
Box 25286, Federal Center, Denver, CO 80225



