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HO\I' ']'() "IEl',S[:?E HCP.IZCNTA.L DISTr,r;crs l'N TH1[ oa:.,rQUE MAP 

On a plan=ctric map, the ~cale is the sarn~ in all Jicect i on~ and OLicn
tations, ,ind the user can measure th<= distancc b~':1aeen two point~ by 
comparir, g the rnclp GistancE wi-::h the ba~ scale. Cn an oblic,:u,e 1nap, because 
the fror. t- to-back scale i~ fore~hortened and the left-to-rig!'.,: scale remains 
constant, an elliptical scale must be us ed to measure horjzont.al di stunces. 
To use, it, p l ace a sculjn<J instr=ent on the misp, not.e the n umber of unit,; 
!:et.ween t he two poir.ts of int.P,.rest , and then move it to the uro pcint or. 
the elliptical scale, keeping t.hc insttun,ent parallel to ~ts original 
a l igmnent on the two map points. Read t.he. dist,mce Eron, the ell.Lptical 
scal e, est ima~ in(J as nccc~sciry. 
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