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DISCUSSION

Upper Middle Pennsylvanian rocks underlie a major part of western
West Virginia, eastern Kentucky, and southern Ohio (fig. 1). Huddle and
others (1963) divided eastern Kentucky into six coal reserve districts, five
of which contain rocks of upper Middle Pennsylvanian age (table 1). Upper
Middle Pennsylvanian rocks in West Virginia are included in the Charleston
Sandstone of the proposed Pennsylvanian stratotype (Englund and others,
1979). Correlative beds in eastern Kentucky are included in the upper part
of the Breathitt Formation (Rice and Smith, 1980) and in southern Ohio are
included in the upper part of the Pottsville Group and all of the Allegheny
Group (Collins, 1979). These upper Middle Pennsylvanian rocks are
characterized by gray subgraywacke sandstone, siltstone, and shale.
Redbeds may occur as low as the Princess No. 6 coal bed in Kentucky; they
become common in younger strata and characterize the overlying

Figure 2.--Correlations of coal and other key beds it eastern Kentucky, western West Virginia, and southeastern Ohio.

the level of the Upper Mercer Limestone of I.C. White (1879) was used for
stratigraphic information. Other sources of stratigraphic information for
Kentucky include USGS Bulletins dealing with the stratigraphy of particular
7.5-minute quadrangles (Englund, 1955; Adkison, 1957; Welch, 1958; Bergin,
1962; Hayes and Connor, 1982), and Huddle and others (1963) for all of
eastern Kentucky. Rice and Smith (1980) summarized the correlation of
eastern Kentucky rocks in one convenient sheet. Huddle and Englund (1966)
contains much useful information on the sandier facies of the upper Middle
Pennsylvanian. The reports of Orton (1884), Stout (1916), Lamborn (1951),
Denton and others (1961), Struble and others, (1971), and Collins (1979)
contain stratigraphic data in Ohio that is required for any comparison with
the section in Kentucky. For West Virginia, the county reports of Krebs
and Teets (1913, 1914) provided clues to localities for measured sections
between Kentucky and the stratotype section at Charleston. Campbell
(1901) and Englund and others (1979) provided the stratigraphic framework
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