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Figure 1. Map of the Asia and the Pacific region. The countries covered in this report are labeled on the map; bordering countries 
are shown in gray and not labeled.

Base modified from ESRI ArcGIS online world countries (generalized) map data, 2017
Mercator Auxiliary Sphere projection
World Geodetic System 1984 datum
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The Mineral Industries of Asia and the Pacific
By Karine M. Renaud, Keita F. DeCarlo, Jaewon Chung, Ji Won Moon, 

Sean Xun, and Spencer D. Buteyn

The countries and dependencies that are covered in 
this chapter had a combined population of approximately 
4.13 billion people, or about 54% of the world’s total 
population, and a land area of 29.96 million square kilometers, 
or about 20% of the world’s land area in 2018 (fig 1; table 1). 
The gross domestic product (GDP) of the Asia and the Pacific 
region was $51.4 trillion, accounting for 40% of the world’s 
real GDP. In 2018, the region’s real GDP increased by 5.9% 
compared with that of 2017 (table 2).

The Asia and the Pacific region accounted for 90% of the 
world’s production of tungsten; 77%, tin (Sn content); 74%, 
hydraulic cement; 71%, raw steel; 70%, graphite; and 63%, 
bauxite (not including that of the United States). Some countries 
of the Asia and the Pacific region were globally significant 
producers of metals and industrial minerals, and (or) mineral 
fuels and related materials (fig. 2). The major producers of 
tungsten (W content of mine output) in the region were China 
(79.2% of the world’s output) and Vietnam (5.8%). The major 
producers of graphite in the region were China (63.0% of 
the world’s output) and India (4.3%). The major producers 
of hydraulic cement in the region were China (53.3% of the 
world’s output) and India (7.2%). The major producers of raw 
steel in the region were China (51.3% of the world’s output), 
India (5.9%), Japan (5.8%), and the Republic of Korea (4.0%). 
The major producers of bauxite in the region were Australia 
(28.3% of the world’s output), China (23.3%), India (6.9%), 
and Indonesia (3.2%). The major producers of tin (Sn content 
of mine output) in the region were China (27.9% of the 
world’s output), Indonesia (26.3%), and Burma (16.9%). Data 
on mineral production for selected mineral commodities, by 
country in the region, are in table 3.
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Area1

Country or territory (square kilometers)
Afghanistan 652,230 37,172
Australia 7,741,220 24,983
Bangladesh 148,460 161,356
Bhutan 38,394 754
Brunei 5,765 429
Burma 676,578 53,708
Cambodia 181,035 16,250
China 9,596,960 1,392,730
Fiji 18,274 883
India 3,287,263 1,352,617
Indonesia 1,904,569 267,663
Japan 377,915 126,529
Korea, North 120,538 25,550
Korea, Republic of 99,720 51,607
Laos 236,800 7,062
Malaysia 329,847 31,529
Mongolia 1,564,116 3,170
Nepal 147,181 28,088
New Caledonia 18,575 284
New Zealand 268,838 4,841
Pakistan 796,095 212,215
Papua New Guinea 462,840 8,606
Philippines 300,000 106,652
Singapore 719 5,639
Solomon Islands 28,896 653
Sri Lanka 65,610 21,670
Taiwan 35,980 23,589 3

Thailand 513,120 69,429
Timor-Leste 14,874 1,268
Vietnam 331,210 95,540

Regional total 29,964,000 4,132,466
World total 148,940,000 4 7,591,945 5

5World population total includes populations of some countries and (or) territories 
not covered in the Minerals Yearbook. 

4World area total includes the areal extent of some countries and (or) territories not 
covered in the Minerals Yearbook.

(thousands)
Estimated population2

3Source: Statistical Bureau of the Republic of China (Taiwan), Statistical Yearbook 
2019.

TABLE 1
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC: AREA AND POPULATION IN 2018

2Source: The World Bank, 2021 World Development Indicators Database.

1Source: U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook.
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Gross value Per capita
Country or territory (million dollars) (dollars) 2016 2017 2018

Afghanistan 77,416 2,128 2.2 2.6 1.2
Australia 1,298,174 51,571 2.8 2.4 2.8
Bangladesh 785,956 4,767 7.1 7.3 7.9
Bhutan 8,434 11,467 7.4 6.3 3.8
Brunei 26,526 59,960 -2.5 1.3 0.1
Burma 245,723 4,685 6.4 5.8 6.4
Cambodia 69,193 4,258 6.9 7.0 7.5
China 21,659,302 15,522 6.8 6.9 6.8
Fiji 12,492 14,039 2.5 5.4 3.5
India 8,998,685 6,653 8.3 7.0 6.1
Indonesia 3,116,823 11,799 5.0 5.1 5.2
Japan 5,319,348 42,052 0.5 2.2 0.3
Korea, North3 17,487 688 3.9 -3.5 -4.1
Korea, Republic of 2,219,152 43,001 2.9 3.2 2.9
Laos 54,915 7,777 7.0 6.8 6.3
Malaysia 889,716 27,475 4.5 5.8 4.8
Mongolia 38,682 11,944 1.2 5.3 7.2
Nepal 93,518 3,329 0.6 8.2 6.7
New Caledonia3 10,174 36,335 2.1 1.6 1.6
New Zealand 207,377 42,814 4.2 3.8 3.2
Pakistan 1,027,059 5,111 4.6 5.2 5.5
Papua New Guinea 32,359 3,841 4.1 3.5 -0.9
Philippines 930,065 8,794 7.1 6.9 6.3
Singapore 564,385 100,092 3.2 4.3 3.4
Solomon Islands 1,612 2,570 5.9 5.3 3.9
Sri Lanka 285,469 13,173 4.5 3.6 3.3
Taiwan 1,202,811 50,990 2.2 3.3 2.7
Thailand 1,285,869 18,521 3.4 4.1 4.2
Timor-Leste 3,999 3,154 3.6 -3.8 -0.8
Vietnam 933,163 9,767 6.7 6.9 7.1

Regional total 51,415,884 12,442 4 6.6 5 6.3 5 5.9 5

World total6 128,711,608 16,954 4 3.3 3.8 3.5

(percentage)
based on purchasing power parity Real gross domestic product growth rate

TABLE 2
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC: GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT1, 2

Gross domestic product in 2018

6World gross domestic product total includes the gross domestic product of some countries and (or) territories not covered in the Minerals 
Yearbook.

1Source: International Monetary Fund, World Economic Outlook Database, October 2020.
2Gross domestic product listed may differ from that reported in individual country chapters owing to differences in the source or date of 
reporting.
3Source: United Nations data 2021. 

5Annual change in regional gross domestic product. 

4Calculated as a gross domestic product divided by population.
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Figure 2. Pie charts showing percentage of world production of selected mineral commodities (bauxite, hydraulic cement, 
graphite, raw steel, tin, and tungsten) by countries of the Asia and the Pacific region in 2018. Individual countries of the region 
are labeled if they accounted for at least 3% of world production. Data are from table 3; however, percentages may differ 
slightly from those shown in table 3 because of independent rounding. Also, percentages may differ from those reported in 
individual country chapters owing to differences in the source or date of reporting.
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