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The Mineral Industries of 
Europe and Central Eurasia

By Elena Safirova, Lindsay Abdale, Spencer D. Buteyn, Jaewon Chung, 
Keita F. Decarlo, Joanna Asha Goclawska, Sinan Hastorun, Ji Won Moon, 

Karine M. Renaud, and Loyd M. Trimmer III

The countries and dependencies that are covered in this 
chapter have a combined population of approximately 
918 million people and a land area of 30.1 million square 
kilometers (fig. 1; table 1). The gross domestic product (GDP) 
of the Europe and Central Eurasia region was $32.7 trillion, 
accounting for 25.4% of the world’s GDP. In 2018, the region’s 
GDP increased by 2.7% compared with that of 2017 (table 2).

The Europe and Central Eurasia region accounted for 52% 
each of the world’s production of mined coal (lignite) and 
uranium; 43%, of potash; 42%, of mined palladium; and 36% 
each, of refined nickel and titanium sponge. Some countries of 
the Europe and Central Eurasia region were globally significant 
producers of metals, industrial minerals, and mineral fuels and 
related materials (fig. 2). The major producers of uranium in 
the region were Kazakhstan, which accounted for 38.9% of 
world production; Uzbekistan, 6.0%; and Russia, 5.2%. The 
major producers of lignite coal in the region were Germany, 
14.0%; Turkey, 8.3%; and Russia, 6.8%. The major producers 
of potash in the region were Belarus, 16.7%; Russia, 16.3%; 
and Germany, 7.3%. Data on mineral production for selected 
mineral commodities, by country in the region, are in table 3.
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Area1 Estimated population2

Country or territory (square kilometers) (thousands)
Albania 28,748 2,866
Armenia 29,743 2,952
Austria 83,871 8,841
Azerbaijan 86,600 9,940
Belarus 207,600 9,483
Belgium 30,528 11,427
Bosnia and Herzegovina 51,197 3,324
Bulgaria 110,879 7,025
Croatia 56,594 4,088
Cyprus 9,251 1,189
Czechia 78,867 10,630
Denmark, including the Faroe Islands and Greenland 2,210,573 5,898
Estonia 45,228 1,322
Finland 338,145 5,516
France 551,500 66,966
Georgia 69,700 3,727
Germany 357,022 82,906
Greece 131,957 10,733
Hungary 93,028 9,776
Iceland 103,000 353
Ireland 70,273 4,867
Italy 301,340 60,422
Kazakhstan 2,724,900 18,276
Kosovo 10,887 1,797
Kyrgyzstan 199,951 6,323
Latvia 64,589 1,927
Lithuania 65,300 2,802
Luxembourg 2,586 608
Malta 316 485
Moldova 33,851 2,706
Montenegro 13,812 622
Netherlands 41,543 17,232
North Macedonia 25,713 2,083
Norway 323,802 5,312
Poland 312,685 37,975
Portugal 92,090 10,284
Romania 238,391 19,473
Russia 17,098,242 144,478
Serbia 77,474 6,983
Slovakia 49,035 5,447
Slovenia 20,273 2,074
Spain 505,370 46,798
Sweden 450,295 10,175
Switzerland 41,277 8,514
Tajikistan 144,100 9,101
Turkey 783,562 82,320
Turkmenistan 488,100 5,851
Ukraine 603,550 44,623
United Kingdom 243,610 66,460
Uzbekistan 447,400 32,956

Regional total 30,148,000 917,936
World total 148,940,000 3 7,591,945 4

3World area total includes the areal extent of some countries and (or) territories not covered in the Minerals Yearbook.
4World population total includes populations of some countries and (or) territories not covered in the Minerals Yearbook. 

TABLE 1
EUROPE AND CENTRAL EURASIA: AREA AND POPULATION IN 2018

1Source: U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook.
2Source: The World Bank, 2021 World Development Indicators Database.
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Gross value Per capita
Country or territory (million dollars) (dollars) 2016 2017 2018

Albania 40,080 13,983 3.3 3.8 4.1
Armenia 38,442 12,948 0.2 7.5 5.2
Austria 504,124 56,741 2.1 2.5 2.4
Azerbaijan 144,632 14,612 -3.1 0.2 1.5
Belarus 183,398 19,321 -2.5 2.5 3.1
Belgium 599,651 52,607 1.5 1.9 1.5
Bosnia and Herzegovina 49,274 14,828 3.1 3.2 3.7
Bulgaria 160,195 22,885 3.8 3.5 3.1
Croatia 115,810 28,322 3.5 3.1 2.7
Cyprus 34,725 40,180 6.7 4.4 4.1
Czechia 436,268 41,118 2.5 5.2 3.2
Denmark, including the Faroe Islands and Greenland 332,837 57,572 3.2 2.0 2.4
Estonia 47,776 36,140 3.2 5.5 4.4
Finland 271,994 49,336 2.8 3.3 1.5
France 3,124,289 48,261 1.1 2.3 1.8
Georgia 54,392 14,584 2.9 4.8 4.8
Germany 4,564,715 55,059 2.2 2.6 1.3
Greece 326,552 30,402 -0.2 1.5 1.9
Hungary 311,048 31,811 2.2 4.3 5.1
Iceland 20,287 58,220 6.6 4.5 3.9
Ireland 422,353 86,444 1.7 9.4 9.3
Italy 2,610,907 43,167 1.3 1.7 0.8
Kazakhstan 478,069 25,988 1.1 4.1 4.1
Kosovo 20,050 11,183 4.1 4.2 3.8
Kyrgyzstan 33,139 5,297 4.3 4.7 3.5
Latvia 59,089 30,547 1.8 3.8 4.3
Lithuania 101,526 36,239 2.6 4.2 3.6
Luxembourg 71,039 118,004 4.6 1.8 3.1
Malta 21,687 45,589 3.9 8.0 5.2
Moldova 34,187 12,521 4.4 4.7 4.0
Montenegro 13,196 21,208 2.9 4.7 5.1
Netherlands 993,869 57,847 2.2 2.9 2.4
North Macedonia 34,142 16,439 2.8 1.1 2.7
Norway 344,496 64,707 1.1 2.3 1.3
Poland 1,235,257 32,527 3.1 4.9 5.3
Portugal 358,182 34,830 2.0 3.5 2.6
Romania 571,838 29,279 4.8 7.1 4.4
Russia 4,009,646 27,317 0.2 1.8 2.5
Serbia 124,582 17,842 3.3 2.0 4.4
Slovakia 178,857 32,859 2.1 3.0 3.9
Slovenia 80,747 39,067 3.1 4.8 4.1
Spain 1,932,664 41,608 3.0 2.9 2.4
Sweden 553,761 54,130 2.1 2.6 2.0
Switzerland 597,066 70,376 1.7 1.9 2.7
Tajikistan 30,094 3,304 6.9 7.1 7.3
Turkey 2,406,255 29,343 3.3 7.5 3.0
Turkmenistan 88,905 15,409 6.2 6.5 6.2
Ukraine 533,874 12,716 2.4 2.5 3.4
United Kingdom 3,151,659 47,439 1.9 1.9 1.3
Uzbekistan 227,980 6,981 6.1 4.5 5.4

Regional total 32,679,605 35,601 3 2.1 4 3.3 4 2.7 4

World total5 128,711,608 16,954 3 3.3 3.8 3.5

based on purchasing power parity Real gross domestic product growth rate
(percentage)

TABLE 2
EUROPE AND CENTRAL EURASIA: GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT1, 2

Gross domestic product in 2018

See footnotes at end of table.
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1Source: International Monetary Fund, World Economic Outlook Database, October 2020.
2Gross domestic product listed may differ from that reported in individual country chapters owing to differences in the source or date of reporting.

TABLE 2—Continued
EUROPE AND CENTRAL EURASIA: GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT1, 2

5World gross domestic product total includes the gross domestic product of some countries and (or) territories not covered in the Minerals Yearbook.

3Calculated as gross domestic product divided by population.
4Annual change in regional gross domestic product.
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Figure 2. Pie charts showing percentage of world production of selected mineral commodities [coal (lignite), refined nickel, 
mined palladium, potash, titanium sponge, and uranium] by countries of the Europe and Central Eurasia region in 2018. Individual 
countries of the region are labeled if they accounted for at least 3% of world production. Data are from table 3; however, 
percentages may differ slightly from those shown in table 3 because of independent rounding. Also, percentages may differ from 
those reported in individual country chapters owing to differences in the source or date of reporting.
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