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CONVERSION FACTORS

Multiply by To obtain
Flow
gallons per day (gal/d) 0.003785 cubic meter per day
million gallons per day (Mgal/d) 0.04381 cubic meter per second
Energy
kilowatt-hour (kWh) 3,600,000 joule
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GLOSSARY

Acres irrigated—The total number of acres of crops that
were irrigated during the year.

Animal specialties—Water use associated with the
production of fish in captivity except fish hatcheries,
fur-bearing animals in captivity, horses, rabbits, and
pets.

Commercial water use—Water for motels, hotels,
restaurants, office buildings, and other commercial
facilities and institutions, both civilian and military.
The water may be obtained from a public-supply
facility or may be self-supplied. See also public supply
and self-supplied water.

Community water system—A water supplier that
furnishes water for at least 25 people, or that has a
minimum of 15 hookups.

Consumptive use—That part of water withdrawn that is
evaporated, transpired, incorporated into products or
crops, consumed by humans or livestock. or otherwise
removed from the immediate water environment. Also
referred to as water consumed.

Cooling water—Water used for cooling purposes, such as
for condensers and nuclear reactors.

Delivery—The amount of water delivered to the point of
use.

Domestic population served—The total number of people

served by the public suppliers during the calendar year.

Domestic water use—Water used for household purposes,
such as drinking, food preparation, bathing, washing
clothes and dishes, flushing toilets, and watering lawns
and gardens. Also called residential water use. The
water may be obtained from a public-supply facility or
may be self-supplied. See also public supply and self-
supplied water.

Fossil-fuel power—Electrical power generated by using
fossil-fuel (coal, oil, or natural gas) energy.

Freshwater—Water that contains less than 1,000
milligrams per liter (mg/L) of dissolved solids;
generally, more than 500 mg/L of dissolved solids is
undesirable for drinking and many industnial uses.

Gigawatt-hour (GWh)—One billion watt-hours.

Ground water—Generally all subsurface water as distinct
from surface water; specifically, that part of the
subsurface water in the saturated zone (a zone in which
all voids are filled with water).

Hydroelectric-power generation water use—The use of
water in the generation of electricity at plants where
the turbine generators are driven by falling water; an
instream use.

Industrial water use—Water used for industrial purposes,
such as fabrication, processing, washing, and cooling,
and includes such industries as steel. chemical and
allied products, paper and allied products, and mining
and petroleum refining. The water may be obtained
from a public-supply facility or may be self-supplied.
See also public supply and self-supplied water.

Instream use—Water use taking place within the stream
channel for such purposes as hydroelectric-power
generation, navigation, water-quality improvement,
fish propagation, and recreation. Sometimes called
non-withdrawal use or in-channel use.

Irrigation water use—Aurtificial application of water to
lands to assist in the growing of crops and pastures or
to maintain vegetative growth in commercial nurseries
and recreational lands, such as parks and golf courses.

Kilowatt-hour (KWh)—One thousand watt-hours.

(Continued On Inside Back Cover)

COVER PHOTOGRAPH: Tristan Walters helping his brother Braden to a cool drink of water on

a hot day at the poot.



GLOSSARY (Continued From Inside Front Cover)

Livestock water use—Water for stock watering, feed lots,
dairy operations, fish farming, and other on-farm
needs. Livestock as used here includes cattle, sheep,
goats, hogs, and poultry. Also included are such animal
specialties as horses, rabbits, bees, pets, fur-bearing
animals in captivity, and fish in captivity.

Million gallons per day (Mgal/d)-—A rate of flow of water.

Mining water use—Water use for the extraction of
minerals occurring naturally, including solids, such as
coal, clay, and ores; liquids, such as crude petroleum;
and gases, such as natural gas. Also includes uses
associated with quarrying for rock aggregates, such as
sand and gravel, and well operations, milling
(crushing, screening, washing, floatation, and other),
and other preparations customarily done at the mine
site or as part of a mining activity.

Noncommunity water system—A water supplier that
furnishes water for less than 25 people and has less
than 15 hookups.

Nuclear power—Electrical power generated using nuclear
energy.

Offstream use—Water withdrawn and diverted from a
ground- or surface-water source for public supply,
domestic, commercial, industry, irrigation, hvestock.
thermoelectric-power generation. and other uses.
Sometimes called off-channel use or withdrawal use.

Per capita use—The average amount of water used per
person within a given unit area during a standard time
period, generally per day.

Per capita withdrawals—The average amount of water
withdrawn per person within a given unit area during a
standard time period, generally per day.

Public supply—Water withdrawn by public and private
water suppliers and delivered to groups of users. Public
suppliers provide water for a variety of uses, such as
domestic, commercial, thermoelectric power,
industrial, and public water use. See also commercial
water use, domestic water use, industrial water use,
and public water use.

Public use and losses—The use of water for municipal
functions, such as firefighting, street cleaning, and
recreation, and losses resulting from the transfer of
water and conveyance losses associated with leaky

’ pipes in the distribution systems.

Public water use—Water supplied from a public supply
and used for such purposes as firefighting, street
washing, and municipal parks and swimming pools.
See also public supply.

Reclaimed wastewater—Wastewater-treatment plant
effluent that has been diverted or intercepted for reuse
before it reaches a natural waterway or aquifer.

Saline water—Water that contains more than 1,000 mg/L
of dissolved solids.

Self-supplied water—Water withdrawn from a ground- or
surface-water source by a user rather than being
obtained from a public-supply facility.

Spray irrigation—Aurtificial application of water by spray
techniques to lands to assist in the growing of crops
and pastures or to maintain vegetative growth in
recreational lands.

Stock—Water use associated with the production of cattle,
sheep, goats, hogs, and poultry. See also livestock
water use.

Surface water—An open body of water, such as a stream or
a lake.

Thermoelectric-power generation water use—Water
used in the process of the generation of thermoelectric
power. The water may be obtained from a public-
supply facility or may be self-supplied. See also public
supply and self-supplied water.

Watt-hour (Wh)—An electrical energy unit of measure
equal to one watt of power supplied to or taken from an
electrical circuit continuously for one hour.

Withdrawal—The amount of water withdrawn from a
water source (ground or surface, fresh or saline). This
1s equivalent to “intake,” “water diversion,” or
“pumpage,” terms commonly used by industry, and for
irrigation, and public supply, respectively. See also
offstream use and self-supplied water.



