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Plate 17A. A photomicrograph of highly fibrous talc showing parage~ c relations . The blades of tremolite (TR) 

are largely repl aced by fioers of ant hoph l l ite (Ji ) which in t urn is partly replaced by microcrystalline 

aggregates oft e mineral talc (TC) , when this talc is ground the anthophyllite fibers fluff up and: produce 
L 

an asbestpform mass . If ground to a minus 250 mesh t his t alc has an oil abso r ption of a.bo t 50 . l?hoto' 50. 

Plate 17B. Tremolitic talc par t l y repl aced by microcrystalli e gr ains of t he mi ne al t al c. The lig t colored 

boundaries of each tremolite gr ain, and cleavage lines are alte r ed to t he mineral t alc. This variet y of 

t alc is not fibrous and has an oil absorption of about 34 when ground to a. minus J OO mesh . I:hotil X.16, 

crosse C.:. nicols . 

Plate 17C. Slightly serpentinous and talcose commercial t alc . Xhis materiall averages about 80 percent tremolite , 

5 percent serpent i ne, 14 percent t a lc and 1 percent calcite .. It has an oil abs )rption of about 36 wen 

gr ound to a minus 300 mesh . Photq_ X50, crossed nicols. 

Plate 17D. Commercial talc composed of diopside, tremolite, serpentine a l d talc. Tremolite and very rare 

diopside (light and dark lami nae ) comprise about 18 percent of this t alc, serpent i ne about 50 percent 

and t he mine r al t alc (the very light colored spots) about 32 percent. This talc ground to minus 300 mesh 

has an oil absorption of about 48. Photol X16, crossed nico l s . 
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