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A QUICK DAISatUX.: DCIIIIIQUI fOI 01AL Dl!A 

.,. DaYicl Schlaicber 

,.,trest.--Steao~aphic tacbaique. offH a ••••• for tr.aa8cribiDI 
oral data accurately ad efficieatly. Ia •e a.ta applicati•, cluriDI 
flw Apollo luau auaiou, a roup but helpful tnucnpt •• proclucad 
wltbia aiautM. ·siailar.ly, lectur•, coafar•c•, act aUIIio tapM cae 
Ita accurately traucribecl u prOIIPtlY • aec•auy. C.,uter pi'OI~ 
for traMlatiDI ahortlwld not• are haiq «level.,..; th., vUl iacr-e 
both .,... aad accuracy of traulatioa. 

C-.J,u data are clifficult to atudy pn~aptly ad iateuivaly whea 
tb., are pr•eted orally. !hia prohl• 18 particularly acute in luaar 
aploratiOD, vhere t.ecliata aulyau of the utr.ouute' cl•criptioaa 
u •••ttal to clateniniDI their eubaequ•t 1 ... r actintiaa. ODe 
aolutioll to tbia probl• 11 to uke a r•clabla tnaacript u •uickly 
a poealltle. lut .. c •uickly .... traucrlpti- are either laarcl to 
•tudJ or iacOIIprtlh .. ible to 1101t people. PrOIIPt •tuctJ of Mpatic 
recortiq1, for uaapla, pr•uppoe• a IJit• tllat caa record ad play 
back liaultauoualy; it 18 clifficult to fiDd ad caapare a,ec:ific data 
OD •pettc tap•; ad playback illterfere8 vitb otlaer actlnti• aoiq 
oa at tba •- tiae. !he varioua typM of ahortbad are illtelliaibla 
only to people trained in their uae. 

AD apparently n• techllique for prepariq a CODftlli•t aDd 
illtalliaible traucript within •out 1 aiAute aftft the vorcla are 
epokeD vu deriaecl ancl uaecl aucc•afully for the Apollo U, 12, 14, 
15. aacl 16 aiaaiou. Two court reporten vorkecl tqether*; the fint 
reporter traucribecl the oral dMcriptiO&W oil hu etaoaraph (fia. 1) 
(ahortballd typewriter), aad the aec:oacl reporter traulatacl the abort­
head DOtu aacl typed tbea (fia. 2). !be r•ultiaa ta.cript ahawecl 
the cnaUDicatioM batveeD the MtND&utl Oil the lloOD ad the Kiaain 
Coetrol Ceatar ill Bou.ton; it vu cliaplayecl 1a IIUA. faciliti• Oil 
cloaacl-circuit teleri.aiOD u it vu typed, aDd copi• of the traucript 
ware diatributecl vitbta the Coatrol Ceatar. 

lhariq the aia81o•, the rMultiDa traacriptl VHe ia.lilpeMable 
to the actintiu of the •ciaace •upport aroup, .ul proved helpful for 
MDJ of the aiaaioe-coatrol activiti•. lec:a•e tbe tr&Dicript• vere 
c,p .. u fut u pa.aible. MDf aiatakM ••• .... typoaraphic errora, 
for ~le, vera ahUDclaat, hut arron aeriOU8 eaoup to affect the 
illt.U~pbillty of the traacript vera 1urpriltaalJ f•· Ia a fint 

*!be clevelop~~eDt of the traaacribiaa tacludta• ducribed bare 
aad the procluctioo of a quick traucript cluriq the fint Apollo 
...-laadlDI .Ualo. haft '•aefitecl fraa the •tb•iatic cooperatin 
of court reporters DouU a. !backer aal Keith 1. Velch, Superior 
Courta of CoCODiDO aDcl Mohave CoUDtla • Aria., rMpectiftlJ. 
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I HAVE BEEU CONCENTRATING, HOUSTON, AS I CAr·lEWALKING OVER liEE 
HERE TO HEAD CRATER TO SEE IF THERE t.'ERE ANY POSSIBLE CHANGES 
IN EITHER TEXTURES SLOPE, COLOR ANYTHING YOU CAN THI~K OF OR 
ANYTHING THAT I COULD THINK OF THAT tlOULD .SAY TO fleE THAT I ~ . 

WAS WALKING ON A DIFFEREt~T SURFACE, THA.~ I WAS WHEN I 
STARTED, At~ I HAVEI~"T ·SEE.'4 A THII~G YET, IT ALL LOOKS THE SA&\1£, 

IT ALL LOOKS LIKE ITS• COVERED WITH THIS --

HITHISTROCK IS VERY TYPICAL OF ALL THE FRA~£NTS AROUND HERE. 

Pl,ure z ••• s..,le .. cerpta ~•produced f.r~ er ... c~ipt .... 4urlea Apollo 12 
•laaioa ., tbe tecbaique deacrl._. bere. . 

. ·-·_.,.... .. . ... .. . --~ ................ - .--
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t•t of tbie tr-cribiq tec:bDica• (Schleicher, 1961) • anon that 
... e the tr .. cript clifflc:ult to r•d ••• pi'H•t ia about 4 perc•t 
of the voru • aa4 enon that could haw 1.. to aertoua alat.aterpreta­
tioa of tba .. ta affected .a. out 1 perceat of the •••. ID the .... 
t•t• von. were tJped aa ... raae of 72 aecoad8 after th., vera hearcl; 
the untee laa va 45 aec0Dd8. tba •xt- 95 •econd•. !b•e fiaur• 
are npr•eatatlw of the enon aDd tt. lap dtlrial tba .taaioaa. 

A COIIPUter prop-a bu bee clnalopecl to tr-late •taoarapbic 
DOt• clt.rec-tly into phonetic ad .a.breri.ated EnaJ.ub (ft.a. 3) • 
Cunaatly, the ateop-apbic ut• .. t be tra•criltacl oato card• for 
iaput into a c-.ucer. !be proar• prieta the "aaalatiOil oa a hi&h­
apaecl pri.Dter. further IIOdificatioa of the pro~r• 1• plaDDeel to 
apacl the abbnriatioaa ad tr .. fon the phnetic apallia .. lato 
•taDClard IDaluh. AD att•pt ta baiq Mde to f_. the •te•arafh 
output clinctly into the coaputar. Ca.pataa Inc. ia clavelopilll a .,.t .. tbat .... etically reeona the •teoaraphic .aot• for off-lille 
c:o~~puter traMlatioa, vhieh ia about 91 perceat accurate (A. 1. Saith, 
C.,. tea. lac. • oral ~. • 1970). 

!b•e cleNlo,..aa ahoulcl fiad app11catiOD vbereftr aa ••lly 
.. ited traaacript la a ... ecl-•peelally if the tr&D8crlpt 18 uede4 
prc.ptly. Space aploratioa, AM perhape uaclenu aploratiOD, are 
eaapl• of auch a aeed, acl tbfte are probably ..., potatial appll­
catiou of the taclmique iD cOilfarenc:a, couru, ud leaialatift bodi ... 
Audio tapu ad dictation can 1te trUI8cr1bad effic1et11 ad accurately. 
Vh• direct i1lput froa the ateaoaraph into tbe ca.puter bee_. pa.aible, 
the techaiqua will facilitate e-.uter atorqe aa.t u•oeiatacl recall of 
•alaetacl cOIIbiaatlo• of data (Dahl• aa4 Bail.,. 1969) • ror aaaple. 
for the Apollo llia810DI it vu oft• COilYniaat to recall aU 11a .. ia 
the tra•eript coatailliq the vorda "rock" or ... _,le." lut for thia 
retrieftl the etire traMcript had to be aeparatelJ tJpad lato caaputer 
atoraae. 

Dahl•, D. a., aDd lail.,, •· a •• 1969, Oral aaoloaic d•criptiOM­
!heir quick-tiaa atoraae aDd retrinal (abe.] • Ja Vetaa, Alfred, 
eel. • A clacade of dial tal caaputilla ia the aiDeral iDCIUitry: Aa. 
I•t. MiaiDI Metallura •. _. Petroleua IDa· • Iac. • p. 950. 

Schlaicber, David, 1961, A t•t of court-atnoarapbic tachDiquu for 
raeorcliDI a.alopc cl•criptiou: q.s. Geol. Su1'981 opea-fUe 
r.,ort, 13 p. [1969). _. 
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A~ I ICA 1ft WAliK I Nr. nYF.A HEER TO HED CRA IT ER • I VE 

R~ Kn~ SEN TRAIT IH~·TO SEE IF THERE WR .NI CHlHG ES 

IN TF.X Tuq, ~LnEP · , OR tenL LnR- • NIG AT AL TNAT 

WOULD SUG Tf4AT I WA~ WAIJPC IN~ nN A suq FAIS OIF 

AENT FR THAi W!t I ~TA~T ED • 81JT I YtiT SF.EN Nl 

D I F. RI!NS ES • • IT Al Lnnx THE ~A I f1 • IT Al LOOX 

AS IF ITS lnFr.D WITN T"IS ILAK ROK • THIS RftK IS 

TIP nt KAL OF THE RnX IN TNIS AR YA • THE ROX THAT 

WE SA" LD Pft~F YUS ~I NR ALSn THE SAl" TIEP • TH!RE 

ARE A LOT ftF lOUR!i PITS nN JMF. SUR FAIS OF THIS ROK. 

Plptte 3. -~ .. utel' U'&UlatlOD &c. CCHWt•lteDO~apblc MCU 
(fla. 1) tato pboaetic aad at.keftatH laallah • 
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