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Outlet stream 

Stage 1. Stream flows into pond fill ing with clay and vegetative rema ins. 
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Peat composed of 
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Water 

Stage 3. Marsh plants accum ulate. blocking inlet except during 
periods of high water. 
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Stage 2. Organic material rises as " islands" around and 
through which water circulates. 

Grou nd-water table 

Stage 4. Further accum ulation raises marsh slightly above leve l 
of original pond surface. Water table rises to surface 
only during periods of heavy rainfa ll. 

Perched water table 
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Stage 5. Moss plants become dominant and a heath-covered dome forms in which cap illarity produces a perched water table. 


