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Spoil banks and artificial fill

Material ranging from sand to mud, in part shelly, cast
aside during channel dredging or dredged for the specific
purpose of raising the level of the land. a. Upland,
bare to vegetated. b. Wind-tidal (inundated at least
several times a year by wind-driven sheets of water),

in part redeposited by waves and rain runoff, bare or
covered by algal mats. c. Subtidal, in part redeposited
by waves and currents, bare to partially vegetated by
marine grasses, largely shoal grass, Halodule beaudettei

Sand beaches and washover fans

Sand, in part shelly, deposited above mean low water

by waves and currents along shorelines (beaches) and in
places where water has washed over the barrier islands

during hurricanes (washover fans). Sand beaches in the
mapped area occur along the gulf shores of Mustang and

San José Islands. The only washover fan that has been

active in recent years occurs at North Pass on San José
Island. Bare
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Foredunes

Sand deposited by wind, constituting an irregular ridge
or series of ridges immediately landward of the sand
beaches on Mustang and San José Islands. Vegetated,
largely by upland grasses

Barrier—islahd flats and low mounds

Sand deposited by wind or by waves and currents, consti-
tuting flats and low mounds on the mainland sides of
Mustang and San José Islands. Vegetated, largely by up-
land grasses but in lower areas by fresh-water marsh
plants

Shell beaches

Shell gravel and shelly sand deposited above mean low
water by waves and currents along shorelines. Shell
beaches in the mapped area occur along parts of the bay
shorelines that are relatively exposed to waves
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Storm ridges and mounds

Shell gravel and shelly sand deposited by waves and
currents during hurricanes or other major storms,
constituting a ridge, series of ridges, or irregular
mounds above the normal beach level. Storm ridges and
most mounds in the mapped area occur in association
with shell beaches along parts of the bay shorelines
that are relatively exposed to waves. Some of the
mounds are mantled by wind-blown sand. Partly to
densely vegetated by upland grasses and shrubs
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Mangrove swamps

Sand to muddy sand and locally mud on flat areas ranging
in elevation from slightly above to about a foot (0.3 m)
below mean sea level. Vegetated largely by the black
mangrove, Avicennia nitida, but in part by salt marsh
plants. The mangrove swamps include some tidal creeks
and ponds too small to map separately

Ponds .

Sand to mud, in shallow salt-water to brackish ponds.
The ponds in the mapped area occur between storm ridges,
in salt marshes and in mangrove swamps

Shallow subtidal flats

Sand to muddy sand and locally mud on flat areas ranging

in elevation from near mean sea level to a depth of about

6 feet (2 m). Parts of the flats, especially those parts
shallower than about a foot (0.3 m), are bare or covered

by algal mats. Most parts of the flats, especially those
parts lying at depths of from about 1 to 3 feet (0.3 to

1 m) are vegetated by shoal grass, Halodule beaudettei,
accompanied locally by Ruppia maritima. Some of the deeper
parts of the flats or areas of free circulation, lying at
depths of from 2 to 6 feet (0.6 to 2 m), are vegetated by
turtle grass, Thalassia testudinim. The lower limit of the
shallow subtidal flats is defined as the lower limit of
marine grasses

Oyster reefs and banks

Living and dead oyster shells forming a rigid framework
(reef) or loose accumulation (bank). The crests of the
reefs and banks lie at water depths ranging from near
mean sea level to about a foot (0.3 m). Most of the
reefs and banks in the mapped area border tidal channels
such as Corpus Christi Bayou
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Bay-margin and channel~margin shelves,
slopes and shoals

Sand and shelly sand deposited below mean low water by
waves and currents, forming gently sloping shelves,
relatively steep slopes, and irregularly shaped shoals
along the margins of bays and channels. The shelves,
slopes and shoals are located along parts of the bay
shoreline that are exposed to waves and along channels
having strong tidal currents. p. Bare, commonly with
sand bars. q. Partly to densely vegeﬁated by marine
grasses, largely shoal grass, Halodule beaudettei, in
shallower areas and turtle grass, Thalassia testudinum,
in deeper areas

Bay-floor flats, tidal channels and creeks,
and dredged channels
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