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INTRODUCTION

Known and suspected active faults in the northern Rocky Mountains 

are plotted on the State map of western Montana (scale 1:500,000), which 

accompanies this report.

Each active fault is identified by a random number and a letter. 

Pertinent data about each fault are recorded on file cards, copies 

of which are included in this text. The letter refers to the youngest 

beds broken by that fault. The range extends from historic breaks (R) 

to other faults that have been recurrently active since the middle 

Miocene (B). Details are given in the Explanation (page 2). All faults, 

no matter what their age, are considered potentially dangerous, and 

Viable to cause severe earthquakes if reactivated.

These data are made available in preliminary form to assist local,
\ 

State, and federal agencies. Although most active faults are shown,

it seems very likely that not all active faults are included. As 

additional information becomes available, these other active faults will 

be added.



EXPLANATION

FAULT--Known and inferred; approximately located 

NUMBER IDENTIFYING FAULT See accompanying

material describing fault 

CATEGORIES OF FAULTS 

'Break along fault that occurred during

historic time.

Youngest beds broken are of Holocene age. 

Youngest beds broken are of late Quaternary

age (essentially Wisconsin time in

the Pleistocene). 

Youngest beds broken are of Quaternary

age (essentially Pleistocene time). 

Fault has been recurrently active since

middle Miocene time (essentially during

last 20 million years).

CE/ Other fault that may be active.
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