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SUMMARY APPRAISALS OF THE NATION'S
GROUND-WATER RESOURCES- -
SOURIS-RED-RAINY REGION

by Harold O. Reeder

ABSTRACT

A broad-perspective analysis of the ground-water resources
and present and possible future water development and manage-
ment in the Souris-Red-Rainy Region is presented. The regicn
includes the basins of the Souris River within Montana and
North Dakota; the Red River of the North in South Dakota, North
Dakota, and Minnesota; and the Rainy River within Minnesota.
The region includes 59,645 square miles, mostly in North Dakota
and Minnesota.

The terrain is relatively flat, but ranges in altitude
from 2,541 to 750 feet. Annual average precipitation ranges
from 14 inches in the west to 28 inches in the east and about
75 percent of it 1is rain. The mean annual snow fall ranges
from 32 inches in the west to 64 inches in the east. Tempera-
tures range from -55° to 118°F (-48.3° to 47.8°C). Irrigation
is needed at least part of the time to assure crop production,

particularly in the western part of the region.



Sand and gravel deposits in the drift form the most
important fresﬁiyater aquifers. Other aquifers are found
in at least parts of the region in the Precambrian, Paleo-
zoice, Cretaceous, and Tgrtiary rocks. The potentiometric
surface in the bedrock;génerally decreases in altitude
toward the Red River of the North, indicating that the
general direction of ground-water movement 1s toward the
river.

Ground-water with less than 3,000 milligrams per liter
dissolved solids is avallable throughout the region. Ground
water with less than 1,000 milligrams per 1liter occurs in
most of the region east of the Red River of the North and in
most of the shallow aquifers west of the river. The total
volume of water available from storage having less than
3,000 milligrams per liter dissolved solids is estimated to
be 5 x 10% acre-feet. In addition to the fresh and slightly
saline water, the region has abundant highly mineralized
water that can be consldered as a resource. Yields of
wells in individual bedrock aquifers are generally less
than 100 gallons per minute but locally yields may be as
much as 500 gallons per minute and more. Yields in drift
aquifers are frequently less than 100 gallons per minute
but range from 5 to 1,000 gallons per minute. In a few

places outwash yields more than 1,000 gallons per minute.



Ground water is the sole or a primary source of water
supply in much of the region, including supplies for
jrrigation, domestic and livestock, municipal, and industrial
needs. Reportedly, the potential irrigation development is
1,550,000 acres, as compared with 50,200 acres in 1975. Both
-ground- and surface-water supplies would be required to meet
these demands. Rural domestic and livestock water supplies
are derived almost entirely from ground-water sources.

Smaller communities and towns generally rely on ground water,
and the cities and industries use ground water, surface water,
or both. The municipalities using surface water generally
depend upon reservoir storage. Water quality rather than
quantity is the greater water-supply problem for many commu-
nities in the region.

Increased demands on both ground-water and surface-water
supplies likely will be made in the future. Storage of surface
water in the ground-water reservoirs during times of surplus
for withdrawal during times of scarcity would aid in meeting
these demands. The surplus (flood) water is of better chemical
quality than underlying ground water in parts of the western
half of the region. Fresh water could be stored in saline- or
fresh-water aquifers, and pumped out later, as needed. Thus,
the ground-water reservoirs have a definite present and

potential role in water management.



To understand the hydrologic system for management
purposes there is a need to determine more adequately
the geologic and hydrologic characteristics of existing
aguifers and the location of new aquifers. Also, as
pumping and other stresses on any part of the hydrologic
system affect other parts of the system, monitoring
rrograms ideally should be started and maintained to
detect changes and determine effects of the stresses.

Many alternatives are available for managing water
in the region. Some of these are operational and others
are undergoing research. Adequate hydrologic information
is needed to aid in solving problems of water supply,use,

and pollution.
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INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Scope of this Report

The purpose of this report is to present a broad-perspec-
tive analysis of ground-water resources in the Souris-Red-Rainy
Region. The region's ground water is a large and manageable
resource that could have a more significant role in regional
water development. This report is one of a U.S. Geological
Survey series that summarizes information on the Nation's ground
water for the guidance of planners. New data were not collected
for this appraisal, but information from many sources has been
utilized.

In addition to summarizing the knowledge of ground-water
resources of the region, the report points out deficlencies in
knowledge. The primary objective of evaluating information
deficiencies is to direct attention to types of studies and
information that will lead to fuller understanding and descrip-
tion of ground-water reservolrs for better evaluation, planning,
and management of the region's water resources. With proper
knowledge, utilization, and conjunctive management of all water
resources, ground water can assume greater significance in

the region's development.
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Mest bumbers in this report are given in English units,fe}&owed-w"

y-ebricurnttes—in-parentheses,

s follows:

&aré
The conversions to metric units were made

English Metric
Unit Abbrevi- Multiplied Unit Abbrevi-
ation by atlion
nches in 25.4 millimeters mm
‘eet ft .3048 meters m
[iles mi 1.609 kilometers km
cres .004047 square kilometers km?
quare miles mi? 2.590 square kilometers km?
allons gal .003785 cubic meters m3
‘ubic feet ft3 .02832 cubic meters m3
cre-feet acre-ft 1233 cubic meters m?
allons per minute gal/min .06309 1liters per second 1/s
'ubic feet per second ft/s 28.32 liters per second 1/s

illion gallons per day M gal/d

.04381 cubic meters per second m?/s

Chemical concentrations are given only in metric units -- milligrams

er liter (mg/l). For concentrations less than 7,000 mg/l, the numerical

alue is practically the same as fcr ccencentraticns in the English unit,

arts per million.
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Physical Setting

The region is located along the northern boundary of
the United States in North Dakota and Minnesota and extends

short distances into Montana and South Dakota (fig. 1).

Figure 1 belongs near here.

The region discussed in this report includes that part of

the three river basins within the United States. The region,
which includes 59,645 square miles in the United States,
drains northward into Hudson Bay. The Red River of the North,
hereafter referred to as the Red River, drains 39,199 square
miles in the central part of the region and flows into Lake
Winnipeg and Nelson River to Hudson Bay (all in Canada and

not shown on map). The Souris River drains 9,142 square miles
in the western part of the region, joins the Assiniboine River
in Manitoba, Canada, and flows into the Red River. The Rainy
River drains 11,304 square miles in the eastern part of the
region, flows through Lake of the Woods to the Winnipeg River
in Canada, and eventually Jjoins the Nelson River in Canada.
The three river basins in the United States are in the Western
Lake section of the Central Lowland physiographic province

(Fenneman, 1931).

13



Figure 1.--Location map of Souris-Red-Rainy Region showing

subbasins.



e~

The terrain is relatively flat. One of the most prominent
features is the plain along the Red River from 30 to 50 miles
wide and 315 miles long. Duriling the glacial epoch the Red River

was occupied by glacial Lake Agassiz (fig. la). Its ocutlet was

Figure la belongs near here.

southward into Big Stone Lake (outside the region) and through
the pfesent valley of the Minnesota River. Altitude ranges
from 2,541 feet in north central North Dakota to 750 feet where
the Red River crosses the Canadian boundary. Figure la Also

shows the locaticn of other former glacial lakes in the region.

15
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Figure la,--Location of glacial lakes in the Souris-Red-Rainy

Region,
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Regional Water Supply

Precipitation is the ultimate source of water supply.
Average annual precipitation in the region ranges from about

14 inches in the west to 28 inches in the east (fig. 2).

Figure 2 belongs near here.

About 75 percent of the annual precipitation is rain. The
mean annual snowfall ranges from about 32 inches in the west

to 64 inches in the east (fig. 3). Precipitation is adequate

Figure 3 belongs near here.

for crop production during normal years, although the western
half of the region has occasional droughts. The average
annual natural runoff originating within the region ranges
from less than 0.2 inch in the western part of the Souris
River basin to about 15 inches in the eastern part of the

Rainy River basin (fig. 4) owing to less precipitation and

Figure 4 belongs near here.

higher evapotranspiration rate in the west than in the east.
Generally, minimum flows occur during the winter under ice
cover 2 to U4 feet thick. Maximum flows generally occur during
the spring breakup, and about 50 percent of the annual flow

occurs during April and May.

17



Figure 2.--Map showing average annual precipitation.

Figure 3.--Map showing average annual snowfall.

Figure 4.--Map showing average annual runoff.
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The quantity and guality of water resources differ greatly
from place to place, season to season, and year to year. In
the Souris ﬁiver basin, streamflow is normally inadequate to
satisfy water needs, and the quality is marginally acceptable
for most present uses. During normal years, streamflow in most
of the Red River basin is adequate, and the quality is generally
satisfactory for the predominantly agricultural demands of the
basin. However, water quality in the main stem of the Red River
is poor due to heavy sediment locads; periodic low flows with
attvendant increases in dissolved solids; and increasing municipal,
industrial, and agricultural pollution. Water is abundant for
the extent of present development in the Rainy River basin, and,
except below International Falls and Shagawa Lake at Ely, its
quality is excellent for most uses (U.S. Water Resources Council,
1968, p. 6-8-3).

The glacial aquifers and much of the bedrock are recharged
by water from precipitation within the region. Some ground-water
recharge is from surface-water bodies and from bedrock aquifers
of adjacent regions. Recharge to the ground-water reservoirs
from precipitation can occur only after the soil moisture de-
ficiency is satisfied. Water requirements of plants and the
intensity and duration of a rain, and certain additional factors
such as soil type, also affect the amount of recharge. Con-
sequently, recharge is not necessarily proportional to rates of
precipitation, although, when the precipitation rate is large,

recharge is generally greater than during relatively dry periods.



Recorded temperature extremes range from —550to 118°F
(-48.3° to MT.BOC, or Celsius); however, mean monthly temperatures
range from a monthly minimum of about —IOOF (-23.300) in January
to a monthly maximum of about 85°F (29.4°C) in July (U.S.
Geological Survey, 1970, p. 104-107). The occasional droughts,
hot winds, and prolonged high temperatures that occur, particularly
in the western half of the region, cause crop failure and create
the need for irrigation at least part of the time. Large quanti-
ties of ground water evaporate through the swamps, marshes, lakes,
and streams. The average annual lake evaporation rate ranges
from 36 inches in the west to less than 24 inches in the east

(fig. 5).

Figure 5 belongs near here.

Discharge from aquifers occurs naturally and by pumping.
Natural discharge occurs by flow into adjacent rocks having
lower hydraulic head, by seepage into streams, as springs, and
by evapotranspiration. Trends in water levels reflect the balance
or imbalance of ground-water recharge and discharge. Current
pumping is not large enough to cause a significant general
impact. Significant water-level declines are noted, however,
in several areas (Kenmare, Minot, Fargo-West Fargo-Moorhead,
and Hatton areas).

Ground water constitutes a major element of the region's

water supply, as discussed in detail in the following section.

20



Figure 5.--Map showing average annual lake evaporation.



GROUND-WATER RESQURCES
Ground water in the Souris-Red-Rainy 5egion is obtailned
mainly from aguifers in P{;istocene drift‘;uch as drainage-
channel deposits, lake deltas, beach deposits, cutwash deposilts,

and small bodies of sand and gravel interbedded with till. In

addition, the Souris and Red River basins in North Dakota have

17 v 3 .
aquifers of Precambrian and Paleozoic ageg; the Dékota, Pierre,

and Fox Hills-ﬁell Creek aquifers of Cretaceous age; and the Fort
Union aquifer of Téftiary age (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 176).
In the Red and Rainy River basins in Minnesota, aguifers are of
Precambrian, Paleozoic, and Cretaceous ageg. The total volume

of water having less than 3,000 mg/l of dissolved solids available
from storage in the region is estiméted to be 5 x 10% acre-feet.
The estimate 1s based on areas, estimated and known saturated
thicknesses, and estimated and known specific yields of the

various aquifer materials.

22



The Souris-~Red-Rainy Reglon is underlain by a serles of
bedrock units that differ greatly in thickness and in hydrologic
characteristicsland that range in age from P;écambrian to
Qﬁaternary. P;gcambrian crystalline rocks are at or near the
land surface (about 1,300 feet (ﬂﬁGMmT“above mean sea level)
locally in the eastern part of the region and about 15,007 feet
QEASJO'ﬁﬁ below the surface (about 12,000 feet L},ﬁé@ﬂﬁf below -

mean sea level) in the center of the Williston Basin (figs.

5a and 5b). The central and deepest part of this basin is in

Figures 5a and 5b belong near here.

the westernmost part of North Dakota, southwest of and beyond

the limits of the Scuris River basin (fig. 5a). Most of North
Dakota, including the Scuris and the western part of the Red
River basins, is in Williston Basin, which extends northward into

Canada, southward into South Dakota, and westward into Montana.

g s i .
Sedimentg of Paleozoic, Cretaceous, and Tertiary age were
- T s "’;/ 4 e - Ve s

dépoéi%é&win the Williston Basin. Roecks forméd from these
Feward fie

-sediments gradually thin in-an eastweard &ireetion and are

missing in the southern and eastern parts of the Red River basin

and in the Raliny River basin, where Precambrian rocks directly

underlie the glacial deposits (fig. 5b).

23



Figure 5a.--Map showing location of the Williston Basin.

20N

Figure 5b.--Diagramatic section of North Dakcta and Minnesota
7

shcewing location of aguifers.
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The cldest Pgleozoic beds dip westward at an average
slope of nearly 50 feet per mile L9f5“m7E53 across the eastern
three-fourths of North Dakota, but the ng;iary beds dip west-
ward at am-average-siope-of only a few feet per mile (Crosby and
octhers, 1973, p. 176). Sedimentary rocks of Orggvician age
overlie the crystalline rccks in meost of the Red River and
Sourls River basins, sloping and thickening westward. Rocks
of deassic and Cgétaceous age, which thicken westward from the
west border of Minnesota overlie the Pgieozoic rocks. Tégtiary
rocks occur on the west edge of the Red River basin and in much
of the Souris River basin (Glover and others, 1972).

The entire region has been glaciated, and most of it is
covered with drift that ranges in thickness from less than a
foot (0.3 mJ to several hundred feet. The drift is wade up .
largely of till, a heterogeneous mixture of clay, silt, sand,
and gravel, but it alsc contains/guried”ienses of stratified
sand, gravel, silt, and clay, which were deposited along the
margin of the glacier or near it. The buried sand units, which
range in thickness from a few inches to many feet, cover areas
of many sguare miles.

Lake Agassiz sediments significantly affect the hydrologic
system in the Red River basin because they are extremely fine
grained, thickqgnm.widespread. The thickness of these sediments
in the Minnesota part cf the lake deposits ranges from less tharn

1 foot LQfSWﬁS to more than 140 feet §93 m) (Maclay and others,

1972, p. 29).

25



Small yields of water are obtained from bedrock aquifers
underlying the drift in the Souris and Red River basins. In
parts of the Rainy River basin, where productive glacial deposits
are thin or absent, small yields of water are obtained locally
from fractures in the crystalline bedrock (Glover and others,
1972, p. B-27, B-52, B-77).

Yields of wells in individual bedrock aquifers are generally
less than about 100 gal/min but may be as much as 500 gal/min
locally, and more than 500 gal/min in a few places. Yields in
drift aquifers average less than 100 gal/min but range from
5 to 1,000 gal/min. A few wells in outwash yield more than 1,000
gal/min. Table la is a list of aquifers and range of yields to

wells.

26



Table la.--Aquifers and well yields in the Souris-Red-Rainy Region.

(Bedrock aquifers:

adapted from Crosby and other, 1973,

p. 176-185; and Glover and others, 1972, Tables B-10, B-16, B-24;

glacial drift aquifers:

adapted from Glover and others, 1972,

Tables B-11, B-12, B-17, B-18, B-19, B-24, and Q. F. Paulson,

written communiestien, 1976.)

Well yields (gal/min)

Aquifer Common General Largest known
rate pumped range
Drift <100 5-1,000 more than 1,000
Fort Union 2-14 <1-50 100
Fox Hills-Hell Creek <5 <1-30 150
Pierre <5 <1-6 100
Dakota 2-3 <1-350 500
Paleozoic <5 <1-60 700
Precambrian <5 <1-10
< less than
e
7 'J - . {?
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The potentiometric curface in the bedrock formations
generally decreases in altitude toward the Red River, indicating
that the regional direction of water movement is toward the
river. In the Rainy River basin, some ground water probably
migrates westward into the Red River basin; but most ground
water moves northwestward and 1s discharged from the area through
the Rainy River and Lake of the Woods (Glover and others, 1972,
p. B-53, B-77). These regional patterns of movements of the
ground water indicate that recharge from precipitation on
upland areas, from surface water, and from ground water entering
from adjacent regicns moves regionally to discharge areas along
the Red River Valley. The general ground-water flow system
1s much more complex because of the many local flow patterns

within the regional system Much of the ground-water discharge
w:'«jwt:':’ & 543'

occurs near the olauewof recharge w1th1n the Seuris-Red-ialny

Region. (See Maclay and others, 1972, p. 104-113).

i
b
— TR

‘..M',“‘%
e

g

G
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Precambrian Agquifer

Precambrian zrystalline rocks, which underlie all c¢f the
region, generally are poor aquifers, but locally are sources
of small supplies. Along the southeastern edge of North Dakota,
and in the eastern part of the Red River basin in Minnesota and

in most of the Rainy River basin (fig. 6), small supplies of

Figure 6 belongs near here.

water can be obtained from the fractures or from weathered zones
in the upper part of the crystalline rocks. Generally, wells in
the Precambrian aquifer will not yield more than a few gallons

per minute (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 176). The Precambrian
rock surface also generally defines the base of the water-yielding
zone of the hydrologic system. The general slope of the crystal-
line rock surface is from east to west (Maclay and others, 1972,

p. 23). (See figure 5b.)

29



Figure 6.--Map showing areal extent of bedrock aquifers in the

Souris-Red-Rainy Region.
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Paleozoic Aquifer

Water occurs in the Paleozoic rocks in the Souris River
basin and in most of the Red River basin (fié. 6);‘ Although
there are several water-bearing units within the Paleozoic
rocks, data are insufficient to determine the areal extent,
thickness (except locally), and degree of interconnection of
the individual units; therefore, all water-bearing Paleozoic
rocks are treated here as a single aquifer. The top of the
aquifer occurs at depths of about 150 feet in eastern North
Dakota and deepens westward to more than 13,500 feet at the
bottom of the aquifer in western North Dakota, beyond the
limits of the region (figs. 5a and 5b). It is composed of
iine-grained sandstcone which yields small dependable supplies
of water; and porous, cavernous limestone, which yields large
supplies of water. The salinity of the water, however, severly
limits 1its usefulness. Production of water in eastern Neorth
Dakcta is limited to one industrial well that flows, when not
closed, at a rate of about 700 gal/min, and a few domestic
wells that are used for sanitation. Water from the Paleozoic
aquifer also is produced with oil in the western part cf the
region (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 177). Because of the
highly saline water, the Paleozoic aquifers in Minnesota have
never been used. Test holes into the Paleozoic rocks have

flowed as much as 60 gal/min (Maclay and others 1972, p. 60).

31



Dakota Aquifer

The Dakota agquifer, which 1s composed of basal Cretaceous
sandstone and shale, underlies all of the §ouris River Basin and
the western half of the Red River basin (f;g. 6). Aquifers in
C;etaceous rocks, which probably are equivalent to the Ddﬁota
aquifer, underly the northwestern Red River basin in Minnesota.
The depth to the top of the Kquifer gradually increases from
100 feet (30 m) along the eastern limit of the aquifer in the
Red River basin to more than 5,600 feet (14%00 W) in the deepest
part of the Williston Basin southwest of the Souris River basin
(fig. 55). The aguifer materials differ from place to place,
but genérally consist of interbedded quartzose sand and shale.
Sand predominates in the eastern part of North Dakota and
shale predominates in the western part.

In the eastern part of North Dakota, the individual sand
beds generally are less than 30 feet Lgfmfﬁfhick, but locally
are as much as 100 feet LBDme'thick. They generally are com-
posed of fine, medium, or coarse sand that has very little
interstitial silt or clay. Interstitial silt and clay decreases
permeability of the aquifer and, thus, decreases well yields
and the rate of flow of water through the aquifer. In the
western part, individual beds generally are composed of fine
sand and minor amounts of medium sand, and interstitial silt

and clay are more common (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 178).



Numerous wells tap the Dakota aquifer in the eastern
part of North Dakota. Most of these wells are for domestic
and stock use but a few are for municipal and industrial
purposes. Flowing wells in the Dakota have discharges that
range from less than 1 to 100 gal/min and average 2 to 3
gal/min in most of the Souris-Red-Rainy Region. Pumping
rates in excess of 500 gal/min are obtained from some wells
(Crosby and others, 1973, p. 179). In the Souris basin part
of the region potential well yields range from 50 to 350
gal/min. This water is used mostly by the oil industry for
maintaining pressure in oil reservoirs (Glover and others,

1972, p. B=31).
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Piérre Aguifer

The Pf;rre aquifer 1s in the upper part of the Piérre
Shale of Cfgtaceous age in the eastern part of the Souris River
basin and the western part of the Red River basin (fig. 6). The
aquifer may extend westward for a short distance beneath the
Féx Hills—Héll Creek aquifer, but no data are available to
determine the western 1limit accurately.

The Pfgrre is composed of light-gray to black siliceous
shale, marlstone, and claystone, ang ig logglly fractured in
the upper part. Textnra&wmaseriéingéﬁggiiéhale, marlstone,
and claystone are nearly impermeable and will not yield a
significant amount of water to wells; therefore, the fractured
zones are the only sources of water. The fractures, where
present, may extend several hundred feet below the land surface,
but they generally are too small to yield significant guantities
of water below depths of about 100 feet Agﬁmayg(Crosby and others,
1973, p. 180).

Although the Paerre is not a major aquifer, it is the only
source of water for many farms and a few municipal supplies.
Most farm wells yield less than 6 gal/min (O-4-17s7. Locally,
where the fracture zone is exceptionally thick or the fractures

unusually large, pumping rates range from 50 to 100 gal/min

(3 to 6-178Y (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 180).

-
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Fox Hills-Hell Creek Ajuifer

The Fox Hills-Hell Creek aquifer of Cretaceous age under-
lies most of the Souris River basin (fig. 6). The depth to the
top of the aguifer gradually increases from a few feet 1n topo-
graphically low areas near the eastern boundary of the aquifer
to more than 1,400 feet (406-1) in topographically high areas
near the center Qf the Williston Basin southwest of the Souris
basin (fig; 5;§<§bThe aquifer is composed of interbedded sand,
clay, silt, and lignite, but the lithology differs considerably
from place to place. Many of the individual sandy layers in
the aquifer are thin and lenticular and do not extend for more

than a few miles. However, at least ong and commonly more than
i -7

one, sandy layer more than 20 feet,éé’ﬁ?ﬁthick,aré(p%esent.
Generally, the individual sandy layers are composed

of fine to medium sand with interbedded silt and clay lenses,
but locally the sandy layers may be either very fine sand cr
include considerable amodnts of interstitial silt (Crosby and
others, 1973, p. 180).

Wells in the Fox Hills-Hell Creek aquifer generally rield
less than 30 gal/min (2~1/S§} but locally where the sandy layers
are unusually thick or contain very little interstitial cr
interbedded silt or clay, yields may be as much as 150 gai/min
A9 1/5). Most of the water is used for rural domestic and stock

purposes (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 181).
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Fart Union Aquifer

Sand and lignite beds in the Fbrt Union Formation of
Téfitiary age form the Fg}f Union agquifer in the western two-
thirds of the Souris River basin (fig. 6). The Féft Union,
which may be as thick as 1,100 feet L&Sﬁﬁganear the center of
the Williston Basin, is composed of beds of silty clay, clay,
sand, and lignite. Individual beds in the formation generally
cannot be traced as much aéjmile gl.éfﬁﬁﬁ; however, bthere—are
a few exceptionally thick and extensive beds Hme¥ extend many
miles. Most sand beds are less than 10 feet (3 m) thick, but
some are as much as 150 feet (U45mY thick. ignite beds generally
are 2 to 5 feet [0.6-%e—3175 M) thick, but thicknesses of as much
as 40 feet (l2-m)Y have been reported. The sand is generally
fine, with medium sand reported locally. The sand also may con-
tain considerable amounts of interstitial clay (Crosby and others,
1973, p. 181-182).

-+ The nonmarine Téngue River Member of the Fort Union Forma-
tioqistratigraphically Qeguring in the upper part of the fermation,
is the principal bedrock agquifer in the Souris River basin. The
underlying marine Cannonball Member ylelds water that is used
for watering livestock but that is generally too salty for human
consumption, according to Glover and others (1972, p. B=27).
Although there may be several aquifers in the Fgft Union Formation,

data generally are insufficient to determine the areal extent,
thickness, or degree of interconnection of the units; therefore,

all water-bearing units in the Fort Union are considered here szs
a single aguifer.
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The quantity of water the FSrt Union aquifer will yield

1)
Athe thickness, sorting,and grain size of

)
the quantity of interstitial or interbedded

to wells depends on

A
r.ar

clay im-bhe-viecintty—~of each well. Prcoperly constructed wells

the sand beds, and

finished in sand beds. fha&—are as thick as 100 feet 36-my will
yield as much as 50 gal/min é%“Tfsiiith 20 feet 46-M) of draw-
down. A few wells will yield as much as 100 gal/min (61757,
but drawdowns are greater than 20 feet (6~-mM). Most wells that
tap the Fg;t Union aquifer are used for rural domestic and stock
supplies. Some wells, however, are used for municipal and
industrial supplies. Most farm wells are completed in the
uppermost saturated sand lens. The wells commonly are equipped
with cylinder pumps generally having capacities of only 2 to

4 gal/min €O0TYto—6+2-1/s>» (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 182).
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Drifﬁ Aquifers

Drift aquifers of Qﬁgternary age, which are the most
important sources of ground water 1in the Seurfgrﬁe&*ﬂa&ﬁy_ﬁégion,
are distributed throughout most of the Scuris and Red River
basins and part of the Rainy River basin. Although most of
the drift in the region is composed of several tens to several
hundred feet of till, which yields little or no water to wells,
some of the drift consists of stratified gieeirefiurial-deposits
«of sard and gravel which form important sources of water supply
(Crosby and others, 1973, p. 183). In the Rainy River basin,
however, glaclal erosion rather than deposition was the primary
process shapling the surface of the land, and the deposits are
thin or absent, except in the south and west parts of the basin
where the glacial deposits thicken to nearly 250 feet {46-m7)
(Glover and others, 1972, p. B-77). Figure 7 shows the areal

distribution of known major drift aquifers and the expected

Figure 7 belongs near here.

ylelds to wells of water having less than 3,000 mg/l of dissolved
solids. Ranges in yields to wells in the various aquifers
delineated in figure 7 have been simplified in-bhe-idiustration—

from those tabulated by Glover and others (1972).
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Figure 7 .--Map showing expected ylelds of individual wells.
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Most of the aquifers we%ii%;rmeﬂ either a€ valley fill or
outwash deposits. Melt water flowing from and along the ice
front deposited outwash and ice-contact deposits in a network
of channels. During subsequent periods of glacial advance and
retreat, 0ld channels were blocked and new ones formed. Each
successive advance of glacial ice berded—to smoot&fthe terrain
by filling the valleys and eroding the hills. Parts of these
channels were subsequently filled with sand, gravel, and tili,
such as‘the New Rockford aquifer in east-central North Dakota g
and’ipme of these glacial channels are now occupied by modern
streams, as illustrated by the Sheyenne River valleyin southeastern
North Dakota. Deposits in these channels form numerous aqui-
fers scattered throughout the Red and Souris River basins and
the western part of the Rainy River basin as shown by the
long narrow patterns on figure 7. Many of the earlier channels
were buried by subsequent glacial deposits, and most of the
glacial channels exposed at the surface were formed during the
most recent advance of glacial ice. Outwash deposits in these

youngest channels are generally thin, and only locally form

significant aquifers.

40



3

he deposits in Glacial Lake Agassiz, in the center of
the Red River basin, occupy almost one-third of the area of
the basin (fig. la). These deposits are generally too fine
grained to be dimrortant as a source of ground water. However,
some lakeshore deposits, such as d=21ltas and beach ridges, are
coarse grained and form important aquifers (Glover and others,
1972, p. B-29, B-53). The Sheyenne delta aquifer in the south-
east corner of North Dakota is a notable example (Glover and
others, 1972, p. B-62). Fine-grained sediments also were

Ard £17cial
deposited in Glacial Lakes Candol1 Dekota, anquevils Lake in
the western part of the Red River basin and in Glacial Lake
Souris in the Red and Souris River basins (fig. la).

Alluvium deposited after the glacial periods consists of
silt, sand, and gravel in the valleys of some of the larger
streams. These deposits generally are finer grained and less
permeable than the outwash deposits, but locally they proﬁide

sources of water.
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The ability of the deposits to yleld water to wells depends
on the grain size and thickness of the materials, but in
broad view and ultimately the quantity of water that an aquifer
will yield depends on the amount of water in storage and on
the amount of recharge. If a sand or gravel deposit is
small and enclosed in till or other fine-grained material, it
receives little recharge; consequently, such deposits will
not yield large quantities of water for sustained periods.
Large deposits of saturated sand and gravel, however, contain
large quantities of water in storage and may be capable of
receiving sustained quantities of recharge over the large area
of contact with the clay layers, even if they are enclosed
within fine-grained deposits; consequently, such deposits form
major aquifers that will yield substantial quantities of water

for sustained periods (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 183).
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Quality of Ground Water

The chemical quality of water can be classified according
to its dissolved-solids concentration. The classification of
Winslow and Kister (1956, p. 5) used by the U.S. Geological

Survey 1is as follows:

Class Dissolved solids (mg/l)
Fresh less than 1,000
Slightly saline 1,000 - 3,000
Moderately saline 3,000 -10,000
Very saline 10,000 -35,000
Brine more than 35,000

Figure 8 shows areas in the Souris-Red-Rainy Region where

Figure 8 belongs near here.

ground water occurs with less than 1,000 mg/l1 and with 1,000
to 3,000 mg/1 dissolved solids. Ground water with less than
3,000 mg/l dissolved solids is available throughout the region;

however, yields may be small.
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Figure 8 .--Map showing dissolved solids in ground water.
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In addition to the fresh and slightly saline water, the
region has abundant highly mineralized water. Robinove and
others (1958, p. 9) state that many of the formations in
North Dakota are capable of yilelding only very small suppililes
of water. The Pierre Shale, for example, yields only minor
amounts of saline water to many wells in the eastern part of
North Dakota. Table 1 1lists and describes water-yielding

formations and their water-quality and water-supply potential.
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The quality of ground water in the Souris-Red-Rainy Region
differs from place to place, even wilthin an aquifer. Generally,
water with the best quality is in or near recharge areas
(p. 19, 28) or areas with flow sufficient to flush out saline
water. Water in surficial outwash in or near recharge areas
almost everywhere contains less than 1,000 mg/L dissolved solids
and in many places less than 500 mg/L. Highly mineralized water -
is found in older, deeper rocks in much of the region and in
shallow aquifers where water has migrated from mineralized
aquifers. For example, in the north-central part of the Red
River basin, highly mineralized water migrates upward into the
drift from the underlying Paleozoic and Dakota aquifers. Water
in the drift in these areas generally 1is a sodium chloride type,
with many of the characteristics of the water in the underlying
bedrock (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 195).

In the Pierre aquifer, water is a sodium chloride or sodium
sulfate type or a combination of the two. The dissolved-solids
concentration ranges from 700 to 12,500 mg/L, and the shallow
fractured zone generally yields water with 2,000 to 4,000 mg/L
dissolved solids. Most of the water in the Pierre aquifer con-
tains greater quantities of chloride or sulfate, or both, than
the 1limits for drinking water recommended by the U.S. Public
Health Service (1962). The Pierre is not a highly productive
aquifer, but it is the only source of water for many farms and

a few municipalities (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 194).
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Water in the Fox Hills~ﬁell Creek aquifer generally is a
sq?ium pilcarbonate type, but locally the water is a sodium
sulfate type. Although water from the Fox Hills-Hell Creek
aquifer ranges from about 300 to 3,700 mg/l dissolved solids,
water containing less than 1,000 mg/l dissolved solids occurs
near outcrcp areas, where little drift overlies the aquifer,
Most of the water that contains more than 2,500 mg/l of dissolved
sollds occurs where significant thicknesses of drift cover
the Fox Hills~Hell Creek aquifer. The drift probably contri-
butes much of the dissolved-solids concentration to recharge
water that reaches the Fox Hills-Hell Creek aquifer (Crosbhy
and others, 1973, p. 194).

Water in the Fort Union/équifer is a sodium bicarbonate
or sciium sulfate type in different places. However, scme cf
the water from the deeper parts of the aguifer in the northern
part of North Dakota is a sodium chloride type, with chloride

concentrations as high as 3,830 mg/l. Elsewhere, the water

€]

in the Fort Union aquifer generally contains less than the U.S.

Public Health Service recommended limit for chloride cf 250

mg/1.
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The quality of water differs greatly among shailower
(300 feet or less) wells in the Fort Union aquifer. Dissolved-
solids concentrations range from about 200 to 6,700 miz/L in North
Dakota. Most water in the Fort Union aquifer that contains
more than 3,000 mg/L dissolved solids is in areas covered with
drift. The dissolved-solids concentrations in most of the
deeper part of the aquifer is in the 1,000~ to 2,500-mg/L range.
The high sodium and dissolved-solids concentrations generally : T
make the water from the Fort Union agquifer unsuitable for
irrigation (Crosby and others, 1973, p. 194).
In most of the Red Rilver basin in Minnesota the dissolved-
solids concentrations in the drift are between 300 and 600 mg/L
(Maclay and others, 1972, p. 62, 63). In the Rainy River basin
and in the northeastern part of the Red River basin, the dlssolved-
solids concentrations in the drift are less than 300 mg/L. The
dissolved solids 1in drift aquifers in the Red and Souris River -
basins in North Dakota are generally greater than 600 mg/L. Dis-
solved solids in the drift in North Dakota are as high as 26,200
mg/L, although most water in areas where flow 1s upward from
bedrock aquifers contains less than 10,000 mg/L (Crosby and others,

1973, p. 195).
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ROLE OF GROUND WATER IN WATER-RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

Increased demands on ground-water and surface-water supplies
of the Souris-Red-Rainyipegion will be made in the future (Souris-
Red-Rainy River Basins 5;mmission, 1972, p. 15; and Ferris and
others, 1972, p. G-3, G-5). The population is expected to increase
20 percent between 1960 and 2020 but the municipal and rural domes-
tic water uses are expected to increase 90 percent. Increased
irrigation and industrial uses will cause even greater demands on
the water supply. Municipal and industrial growth in an area
generally depend directly upon the availability of adequate
supplies of water of suitable quality. Anticipated"uéage may
result in ground-water shortages. Little difficulty is expected
in meeting this need in the eastern part of the Souris-Red-Rainy
Region, but in the western part, particularly in the Souris basin,
good quality water from known sources is in short supply.

Most of the anticipated additional needs for water in the
western half of the region probably can be met from the Garrison
Diversion Unit and through greater use of ground- and surface-water
supplies. The Garrison Diversion Unit is a large-scale water
redistribution project. It is planned to divert initially

@ivnlecsly
2,000 ft'/s and, 8,850 ft3/s from the Missouri River at Garrison
Reservoir to the Red and Souris River drainages and the James
River (tributary to the Missouril) drainage for irrigation and
municipal-industrial uses. Also included as part of the Garrison

Diversion Unit plan are measures for flood control, drainage of

nonirrigable lands, pollution abatement, and recreation.
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Maclay and others (1972, p. 47-84) discussed water-
resource management 1n the Red River basin, including ground
water. A summary of thelr discussion of ground water in the
Red River basin applies as well to the Souris-Red-Ralny Region.

Water management before 1967 included major flood-control
projects, local flood-protection projects, watershed-protection
projects, fish and wildlife developments, land drainage, and
irrigation. Many manmade reservoirs have been constructed,
particularly in North Dakota. The largest of these is Lake
Ashtabula on the Sheyenne River, which has about €9,000 acre-

feet of usable storage.
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Primary considerations in the managment of water supply
are: 1) location and amount of the supply, 2) accessibility,
3) dependability, and 4) quality. Table 2 shows the advantages
and disadvantages of ground water and surface water in regard
to these four considerations. Ground water is important to the
region's future development because of its large total quantity
and general availability in most of the region; however, careful - -
planning will be required in developing ground-water supplies
because of its different quality from place to place and
with depth, and the limited geographic extent of many of the
Quaternary aquifers. Adapting McGuinness' (1963) discussion
of the role of ground wafter in the NlNation's water situation
(p. 119) to the Souris-Red-Rainy Region:

1. Ground-water reservoirs are important and indis-

pensable in securing the region's future water
supply.

2. Existing knowledge is grossly inadequate to form a
basis for effective development and management cf the
ground-water reservoirs.

3. The region must overcome informational inadequacies
in ground-water hydrology as well as in techniques

of planning and water management.
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Fresh-Water Use

Ground water 1is the sole or a primary source of supply in
much of the Souris-Red-Rainy Region. In areas distant from
streams and in uplands, where surface water is not available
physically, legally, or in the quality required for a particular
use, ground water is the sole source of supply.

Ground water and surface water are used conjunctively in
part of the region, but conjunctive use is not fully exploited
to meet quantity and quality requirements of water supplies.

For example, water of good quality from one source could be
mixed with mineralized water from another source in some areas
to get a greater quantity within specified quality requirements.
Also during times of low or no streamflow, ground water could
supplement or replace surface water. Distribution systems could
be used for surface water or ground water.

Estimates of water use in the United States according to
categories of use are listed by State and region by MacKichan
and Kammerer (1961), Murray (1968), and Murray and Reeves (1972).
Water-use projections to 2020 are given for the Souris-Red-Rainy
Region by Ferris and others (1972) and Weber and others (1972)
in the Souris-Red-Rainy River Basins Comprehensive Study. The
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (1973) summarizes water-resources
development in North Dakota, with emphasis on surface-water
supplies, and includes a brief description of the Garrison

Diversion Unit which was mentioned earlier.
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Irrigation

About 15,700 acres of land was irrigated in the region
in 1967 and 1968, including about 12,000 acres in the Souris
River basin, about 3,500 acres in the Red River basin, and
about 200 acres in the Rainy River basin. Irrigated land in
the Red River basin increased to about 38,000 acres in 1975
but remained about the same in the Souris and Rainy River
basins. The total land irrigated in 1975 was 50,200 acres.

The largest potential use of water in the Souris-Red-Rainy
Region is for irrigation. Forecasts of irrigation development
were described by Weber and others (1972) in the Souris-Red-
Rainy River Basins Comprehensive Study for optimum utilization
of land and water resources. Potentially irrigable lands
were considered to be suitable for development by either private
(small-scale) or project (large-scale) methods, depending on
availability of water. Private methods considered are farm-size
systems irrigated primarily with ground water. ProjJect methods
considered would use surface-water storage and distribution
works, which probably could be constructed only with public

funds.
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Sources of water in quantity for irrigation include ground
water in the Souris and Red River basins and water from the
Missouri River (Garrison Diversion Unit) and the Rainy River.
The Souris and Red River basins have large areas of potentially

irrigable land (fig. 10), but water is not available from

Figure 10 (caption on next page) belongs near here.

the Souris River for irrigation and the Red River can supply
only small parts of the potentially irrigable area in the

basin, such as the irrigated area east of Moorhead where several
irrigators tap tributaries to the Red River. Surface

water for potential irrigation development in the Souris and

Red basins must be supplied from other sources, such as the
Misscurl and Rainy Rivers. In the Rainy River basin the abun-
dance of surface water of good gquality and apparent absence of
large aquifers preclude the consideration of ground water for

major irrigation.

The ultimate potential irrigation development in the region

totals 1,550, OOU acres (64276-¥M?Y, table 3. It is predicted

x

tbat 1rrlzateﬁ 1ando will reach 530,000 acres (2,145 km?) by
the~year 2000 and 1,404,000 acres (54680-¥m?Y by 2020. Ground-

water €0?~prixa€e% development is projected to decrease between

2000 and 2020, and surface-water 46% p;o&ee%%‘develoomert is

AT v

projected to increase nearly 400 percent in the same periocd.

-




Figure 10.--Map showing areas with irrigation potential.
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Table 3.- -Projected irrigation in Souris, Red, and Rainy RiverJEésins

(From Souris-Red-Rainy River Basins Comprehensive Study by Weber and

others, 1972, Tables F-17, F-20)

River basin Water source

Year
2000

Year
2020

Cltimate

Souris: Ground water
Surface water
Red: Ground water
Surface water
Rainy: Surface water
Total: Ground water
Surface water

Total irrigation

(thousand acres)

20 16
134 369
200 180
169 824

7 15
220 196

310 1,208

530 1,404

16
369
180

970

15

156
1,354

1,550

Note: Does not include 190,700 acres as initial stage of Garrison

Diversion Unit.




The source of water and the irrigable area for the ultimate
irrigation development within each State in the region is shown
in table 4. It is estimated that 579,000 acres could be irrigated
from the Missouri River (Garrison Diversion Unit), 775,000 acres
could be irrigated from the RainvRiver, and 196,000 acres from

ground-water supplles. The estimate of potential irrigation

development is 1,203,500 acres in North Dakota, 343,000 acres

in Minnesota, and 3,500 acres in South Dakota.
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Table U.--Ultimate potential irrigation in each State in the

Souris-Red-Rainy Region

(From Souris-Red-Rainy River Basins Comprehensive Study by Weber and

others, 1972, p. F-51 to F-60)

Development plan

Potential irrigation development

~ North Dakota Minnesota South Dakota Total

Souris River basin
from ground water 1/
from Missouri River 2/
Red River basin
from ground water 1/
from Missouri River 2/
from Rainy River 2/
Rainy River basin
from Rainy River 1/

Totals

1

(thousand acres)

16 - - 16
369 - - 369
122 58 - 180
206.5 - 3.5 210
490 270 - 760

- 15 - 15
»203.5 343 3.5 1,550

1/ Private development

2/ Project development
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The projections in the Souris-Red-Rainy River Basilns
Comprehensive Study (Weber and others, 1972) show that most of
the near future 1rrigation will be with ground water. By
2000, 41 percent of the acreage will be irrigated from ground
water, but by 2020 surface-water development will account for
86 percent of the irrigated area. These projections are based

on present knowledge of the availability of ground water and

do not allow for methods of water management such as artificial
recharge, salvage of water for beneficial use, and use of
saline aquifers. Also, with continued ground-water investigations,
additional aquifers probably will be found. When water-manage-
ment possibilities are fully utllized, ground water may become
increasingly important to irrigation.
Municipal

The region is primarily rural, with few population centers
of more than a few thousand persons. Only 11 cities are pro-
Jjected to have a population of greater than 10,000 by 2020
(Ferris and others, 1972, p. G-=7). Ten are in the Red River

basin andone in the Souris basin.
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Of the 208 cities or towns in the region, 178 have
ground-water supplies, 21 have surface-water supplies, and 9
have combined supplies. Table 5 lists the number of cities and
towns and population served 1n each of the river basins. The
smaller communities and towns of the region generally rely on

ground water, and the larger cities and industries reizy on

— surface water, ground water, or both. The municipaiities—— = —

using surface water generally depend on reservolr storage.
Municipalities with water-distribution systems have a per
capita use of about 100 gallons (Q.38m¥) of water per day.
The per capita use is 108 gallons LQ.Alfm?Tﬂper day in the
Souris basin, 98 gallons LQ.8?“ﬁ’3 in the Red basin, and 79
gallons L9f361533 per day in the Rainy basin. Projections indi-
cate a per capita use of about 140 gallons (2.53-m¥) per day by
the-year 2020 for the Souris-Red-Rainy Region. Projection for
the Souris, Red, and Rainy basins are 152, 138, and 119 gallons
(0587 0T5Ry~and—+-45-m>Y per day per person, respectively, in
2020. Table 6 lists the 1960 population and water withdrawal,
and projections of population and withdrawal to 2020 for each

of the basins.
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Table 5.--Municipal water supplies 1in the Souris-Red-Rainy Region

(From Souris-Red-Rainy River Basins Comprehensive Study by Ferris

and others, 1972, p. G-19, G-36, C-75)

Source of water

Ground Surface Combined
Souris River basin
Number of cities or towns 31 0 77”7757
Population served 1/ 23,019 0 35,300
Red River basin
Number of cities or towns
North and South Dakota 69 8 5
Minnesota 69 8 1
Population served 1/
North and South Dakota 62,620 104,317 13,923
Minnesota 50,355 42,590 22,9325
Rainy River basin
Number of cities or towns 9 5 1
Population served 1/ 9,915 14,705 hes
Totals
Number of cities or towns 178 21 S
Population served 1/ 145,909 161,612 73,103

1/ 1960 census
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Table 6.--Municipal, domestic, livestock, and industrial

water supply in the Souris-Red-Rainy Region

(From Souris-Red-Rainy River Basins Comprehensive Study by

Ferris and others, 1972, Tables G-12, G-15, G-36, G-39

67

G-49, G-52)
Population
served Withdrawal
1960 2020 1960 2020
M gal/d M gal/d

Municipalities

Souris 58,819 121,899 6.36 18.50

Red 296,720 507,709 29.11 69.87

Rainy 25,085 36,511 1.98 4,36

Total 380,624 666,119 37.45 92.73
Domestic

Sourils Wi, 852 20,701 2.11 1.15

Red 244,393 135,791 13.12 7.25

Rainy 15,323 8,152 .65 .36

Total 304,568 164,644 15.88 8.76
Livestock

Souris 4,50 §.18

Red 52.63 100.06

Rainy 2.35 4,25

Total 59.48 112.49




Table 6.--Continued

Industrial
Souris ‘ 2.33 b.75
Red 151.38 92.78
Rainy _54.23 157.62
Total 207 .94 255.15




According to Ferris and cthers (12972) in the Souris-Red-Rainy
River Basins Comprehensive Study (p. G-2), for a few communities
the threat of water shortages persists or may develop as require-
ments increase. These communities include Minot, in the Souris
River basin, and several other cities(éuch as Neche, Pembina,

Grafton, and Mayville, N. Dak., and Crookston, Minn) that depend

on tributaries of the Red River. The largest municipal water-
supply demands of the region are along the main stem of the Red
River. The Red River and its tributary storage can meet the
present municipal and industrial requirements. Shortages in

some areas, however, have occurred during prolonged drought.
Communities that depend on ground water have solved such problems
by deepening wells or constructing additional wells. As water
use along the main stem of the Red River increases, additional
storage for water supply may be required, or ground water may

be needed as a supplement. Water supplies in the Rainy River

basin exceed present and forseeable requirements.
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Domestic and Livestock
Domestic and livestock water supplied are almost entirely

from ground-water sources. Withdrawals are small and well
net
distributedy and}xtnére§@¥egmnc~shortages;aredexpected. About
/ .
two-thirds of the 305,000 rural population is served by

pressurized water systems, and per capita use is 60 gallong

(@???‘ﬁg$*per day. By ®whe—yea¥ 2020,the rural topulation 1is

expected to be about half the present number and to have the
same per capita use, according to Ferris and others (1972) in
the Souris-Red-Rainy River Basins Comprehensive Study. The
2020 water-use projections (eee table 6) are intended to
indicate the trend of water requirements based on population
projections and the general water-use criteria developed for
the basinwide projections. These projections do not reflect

the individual circumstances for a given community.
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In the Souris River basin, about half the domestic and
livestock wells tap bedrock aquifers. Drift aquifers supply
the other half. Surface water, where availlable, is used for
livestock. Some water, which 1s too mineralized for human
consumption, can be tolerated by livestock. In the Red River
basin, drift aquifers, where available, are generally tapped

by domestic and livestock wells. Well yields and water quality

from the bedrock aquilifers are generally poorer than from the
drift. Bedrock aquifers can be tapped nearly anywhere on the
Dakota side of the Red River basin, but are not present in
parts of northwestern Minnesota. As a result, local water
shortages exist where drift aquifers are alsoc absent. Livestock
production has been inhibited due to lack of adequate water
resources in parts of northwestern Minnesota. Rural domestic
water in the Rainy River basin is supplied by wells. Livestock
supplies are mostly from surface-water sources.

In the last several years, water districts have been
formed in North Dakota to supply water to rural and small-city
residents for domestic and stock uses. In general, the rural
water districts are formed as a consequence of cou~ty-wide
ground-water studies which delineated aguifers and identify
ground-water resources avallable for development. Water
supplies of about 100 gal/min (6+3-T7S) are developed from
glacial outwash, buried sand and gravel channe%i and delta
aguifers such as are found along the east edge of North Dakota
in the Red River valley. The water districts are formed dr-oridesy

to better utilize good-quality water from these agquifers and to

supply nearby rural ar<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>