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INTRODUCT ION
LOCATION AND EXTENT OF AREA

The Lisbon Valley area includes about 720 square miles lying mainly in
northeastern San Juan County, Utah; a small strip on the eastern edge of the
area lies in Montrose and San Miguel Counties, Colorado (fig. 1).

GEOGRAPHY

The geography of large parts of the Lisbon Valley area has been described
in detail by Baker (1933), C. B. Hunt (1958), Richmond (1962) and Sumsion
(1971). Gregory (1938), Tanner (1937) and A. P. Hunt (1953, 1956, 1960) have
written engaging accounts of the aboriginal occupance and early exploration
and settlement of the area. To these reports the interested reader is
referred, for only an outline of the geography of the Lisbon Valley area will
be given here.

Most of the area is a desert that consists of rock plateaus studded with
mesas and trenched by narrow canyons. The plateaus generally lie near two
elevations--about 6,000 and 7,000 feet. The higher plateaus, exemplified
along the southern border of the area by Peters Point and other projections of
the northern edge of the Sage Plain, is mostly covered by sagebrush, juniper
and pinyon. The lower plateaus, exemplified by Dry Valley, are sparsely
covered by desert grasses and sagebrush. The pinyon and juniper woodlands of
the higher plateaus grade into scrub oak and aspen and yellow pine forests
above 8,000 feet on the slopes of the la Sal Mountains along the northeastern
edge of the area.

Total relief in the Lisbon Valley area is almost 8,000 feet. The low
point is in Kane Springs Canyon (4,600 feet); the summit of Mount
Tukuhnikivatz (12,483 feet) is the high point. More than 90 percent of the
Lisbon Valley area, however, lies between 5,500 and 7,500 feet. The only
large area below this interval is the floor of Spanish Valley; the Ia Sal
Mountains include all the higher elevations.

The semiarid climate of the Lisbon Valley area is characterized by large
daily and yearly ranges in temperature and a total annual precipitation of
about 10 to 15 inches, mostly as sporadic, intense thundershowers. Snow is
infrequent at altitudes below 6,500 feet and usually melts in a few days. The
La Sal Mountains have a generally cooler and moister climate than the rest of
the area, and near the summits snow commonly persists from November through
April.

The only sizable perennial streams in the Lisbon Valley area are the
South Fork of Mill Creek and Pack Creek near the north boundary. Cane Creek,
East Coyote Creek, and West Coyote Creek and some of their smaller tributaries
are in part perennial and in part intermittent. Dry washes, however, are the
characteristic "streams" of the area. Insignificant appearing gullies may be
converted for a few hours into impassable torrents by a single rainstorm.

The Lisbon Valley area is thinly populated. At the time of mapping, only
a few hundred people resided in the area, mostly in semi-permanent trailer
houses and shelters near active mines. The largest settlement is the town of

1
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La Sal on the east edge of the area. Many workers in the area make their
homes in the nearby towns of Moab (population, 1960 census: 4,682) and
Monticello (population 1960 census: 1,845). Most of the workers are engaged
in uranium mining, oil exploration, and stock raising.

U. S. Highway 160 passes through the western part of the area and
connects Moab and Monticello, the chief supply points. Utah Highway 46 in the
northern half of the area connects la Sal with the main highway. Several
improved roads in the central part of the area lead to the principal uranium
mines and oil wells. Dirt roads and trails are numerous, and only parts of
the La Sal Mountains and some deep canyons are relatively inaccessible.

Both Moab and Monticello have airports, and landing strips for light
airplanes have been built near some mines and ranches in the area, Moab, 6
miles north of the area, is the nearest rail point.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF WORK

Field study of the Lisbon Valley area was undertaken by the U.S.
Geological Survey on behalf of the Raw Materials Division of the U.S. Atomic
Energy Commission to obtain geologic data that would aid the search for
uranium. These data are also useful in the appraisal of other mineral
resources.

The Lisbon Valley area was long known to contain deposits of uranium and
vanadium minerals, and since 1952 it has become a major uranium producing
area. Successful test wells for potash were completed in 1958 and 1959, and
in early 1960 oil and gas were first produced in this area. Copper,
manganese, and coal have been mined on a small scale in the past.

This report describes the rocks, structure, and mineral deposits of the
Lisbon Valley area. The uranium deposits——their distribution, habits, and
possible origin--are discussed in detail.

FIELD WORK

Geologic mapping of the Lisbon Valley area began in the spring of 1954
and was completed in the summer of 1959, The mapping was done by G. W. Weir,
W. P, Puffett, C. L. Dodson, and V. C. Kennedy assisted for short periods by
A. R. Conroy, L. F, Emmett, I. G. Hendrickson, W. L. Newman, J. R. Shappirio,
and W. E. Sharp. Figure 2 shows in a general way the areas of chief respon-
sibility and when the work was done. The area north of East Coyote Creek was
mapped by W. D. Carter, J. L. Gualtieri, J. C. Warman, and W. R. Barton as part
of a geologic study of the La Sal Creek area (Carter and Gualtieri, 1965).

Mineral deposits were examined in a reconnaissance by Weir in 1953 and
during the course of the geologic mapping by the above-mentioned geologists.
Most mapping of active mines was done in the summer of 1956 and 1957 by Weir,
Dodson, Puffett, Theodore Botinelly, and R. P. Fischer assisted by Conroy and
P. L. Williams. Botinelly also studied the mineralogy of the uranium deposits
in Triassic rocks. Kennedy (1962) made a geochemical study of the mineral
deposits in the area. Developments of oil, gas, and potash were mostly later
than our field work in the area; we have drawn on published reports for a
brief description of these deposits.
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PREVIOUS WORK

The main geologic features of the Lisbon Valley area have been long known
from reconnaissance studies of the region and detailed studies of adjacent
areas.

J. S. Newberry (1876, p. 90~93), the geologist of the Macomb expedition
to the junction of the Green and Colorado Rivers in 1859, was the first to
describe part of the Lisbon Valley area. The expedition descended from the
Sage Plain near the head of East Canyon and proceeded northwesterly through
the canyon to near Casa Colorado rock and then, leaving the area, turned
westerly to the canyon of Indian Creek and the Colorado River. Newberry
described the topography and rocks along the route and noted the presence of
igneous rocks in the La Sal Mountains.

Reconnaissance by the U.S. Geological and Geographical Survey of the
Territories (the Hayden Survey) led to publication of a generalized geologic
map of Colorado and part of Utah, including the Lisbon Valley area (Hayden,
1877, pls. 4 and 14; 1878). Peale (1877), a geologist of the Hayden Survey,
described the geology of the La Sal Mountains in the northeast part of the
Lisbon Valley area, but attack by Indians prevented reconnaissance to the
south.

Cross (1907) traversed the Lisbon Valley area in a stratigraphic
reconnaissance of Colorado and Utah; he correlated the Plateau rocks with the
section then known in the San Juan Mountains. Later studies by Gilluly and
Reeside (1928), and Baker and others (1927, 1933, 1936) established much of
the current nomenclature of the formations in this region.

Butler and others (1920, p. 614-615, pl. 4) described some copper
deposits along the Lisbon Valley fault and showed the general character of the
area on a small-scale geologic map of Utah., The Colorado part of the Lisbon



Valley area was mapped by Coffin (1921) as part of the radium—-, uranium-, and
vanadium-producing region of southwestern Colorado. Gould (1927) published a
small-scale map of the La Sal Mountains and described the laccolithic
intrusions.

The search for oil in the Colorado Plateau resulted in publication of
many papers dealing with the stratigraphy, structural geology, and oil
possibilities of southeastern Utah in the late 1920°s. Most of these papers
are cited by Baker (1933, p. 1l1) in his detailed report on the geology and oil
possibilities of the Moab district, Utah, which includes the western part of
the Lisbon Valley area.

During World War II reconnaissance geologic maps of parts of the Lisbon
Valley area were made by geologists for the Manhattan District to help
appraise the carnotite deposits (Kirkpatrick, R. K., Union Mines Development
Corp., written commun., 1944, 1945, and Wardwell, H. R., Union Mines
Development Corp., written commun., 1946). R. D. Sample, H. H. Sullwold, Jr.,
and E. E. Gould (U.S. Geological Survey, written commun., 1943) made a
reconnaissance map of the Lisbon Valley anticline as part of a study of the
copper deposits in the area. This unpublished map was incorporated in
regional maps compiled by Fischer (1944) and by Andrews and Hunt, C,.B.,
(1948). Photogeologic maps of most of the Lisbon Valley area and the
adjoining la Sal, Utah-Colorado area were open-filed in 1952-53 and in part
published in 1956-57 (Hackman, 1952, 1956a~f; Hackman and Tolbert, 1956;
Tolbert, 1952, 1957a~c). The bedrock geology of the La Sal Mountains was
studied by Hunt, C. B., (1958); the surficial deposits, by Richmond (1962).

The generalized geologic map of the present report (fig. 3) was compiled
from preliminary 1:24,000 scale geologic quadrangle maps, whose locations are
shown in figure 4. The geologic setting of the Lisbon Valley area is well
shown on the Moab 2° quadrangle (Williams, P. L., 1964). Steen and others
(1956), Dix (1953a) and Lekas and Dahl (1956) were among the first to describe
the large uranium deposits in Upper Triassic rocks. Other significant papers
concerned with the general geology and mineral deposits of the Lisbon Valley
area are cited under specific topics of this report.

STRATIGRAPHY
CONCEALED ROCKS

Beneath the upper member of the Hermosa Formation of Pennsylvanian age is
buried a thick sequence of Paleozoic formations resting on the Precambrian
basement. This sequence is known chiefly from widely spread drill holes, for
with few exceptions, it does not crop out on the Colorado Plateau. The fol-
lowing sketch of the character of the buried rocks is based mainly on data
published before 1960; however, the stratigraphy has been updated so that it
is current as of December 1977. The buried formations are of importance
because they contain host rocks for oil, gas, and potash, and because some units
strongly influenced the development of the geologic structure of the area.

Precambrian rocks

A Precambrian complex crops out on the flanks of the Uncompahgre Plateau
about 40 miles northeast of the Lisbon Valley area. It is separable into an
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older gneiss and schist complex and younger granites (Dane, 1935, p. 20-24;
Cater, 1955; Shoemaker, 1956). The older complex is strongly foliated and
consists of gray, fine- to medium-grained, gneissic biotite granite that has
engulfed masses of biotite and hornblende schist and gneiss, and quartzite.
The younger complex is less widespread and consists of pink coarse-grained and
porphyritic biotite granite, in places cut by a probably comagmatic light-gray
granite and by pegmatite and aplite dikes. The younger complex is less
altered than the older complex, but locally all the Precambrian rocks are
sheared and crushed.

Cambrian system

Maps and sections by Baars (1958) and Lochman-Balk (1972) suggest that
Cambrian rocks in the Lisbon Valley area are about 900 to 1000 feet thick and
consist chiefly of coarse- to fine-grained sandstone and minor conglomerate,
shale, and siltstone, probably in large part resembling the Ignacio Quartzite
of the San Juan Mountains (Baars and See, 1968). The top 80 feet of the
Cambrian sequence in the Lisbon Valley area consists of dark-gray argillaceous
dolomite and thin beds of shale and resembles the Lynch Dolomite of central
Utah (Budd, 1960).

Devonian system

Unconformably overlying the Cambrian rocks of southeast Utah are
sedimentary rocks of Late Devonian age. The unconformity has little
expression in the subsurface or in the nearest outcrops in the San Juan
Mountains of southwestern Colorado (Baars, 1958, p. 96-97; Baars and See,
1968, p. 337). The Devonian of the Lisbon Valley area includes the Elbert
Formation and the Ouray Limestone. These formations together are as much as
400 feet thick; they thin northeastward (Baars, 1972, p. 94, 95).

The basal member of the Elbert Formation in the Lisbon Valley area
consists mostly of dolomitic sandstone and sandy dolomite and is as much as
120 feet thick (Budd, 1960). The unit is generally correlated with the
McCracken Sandstone Member of Knight and Cooper (1955) who described the unit
from cores from southeastern Utah. The upper member of the Elbert Formation
is dolomite and minor shale grading near the top to sandy limestone and minor
shale; it is as much as 180 feet thick (Budd, 1960). Gradationally overlying
the Elbert is the Ouray Limestone which is as much as 100 feet thick in the
Lisbon Valley area. It consists of medium—-crystalline to microcrystalline
limestone and dolomitic limestone and minor shale (Budd, 1960; Anon., 1960).
The upper part of the Ouray may include some beds of Early Mississippian age
(RKnight and Baars, 1957; Baars and See, 1968).

Mississippian system

Mississippian rocks in the Lisbon Valley area are mostly carbonates that
range in thickness to about 500 feet; they thin eastward and are truncated by
an irregular karst-like unconformity. They were commonly assigned to the
Leadville Limestone (Neff and Brown, 1958; Ohlen and McIntyre, 1965), because
of similarity of the subsurface section to the Leadville Limestone in outcrops
in the San Juan Mountains of southwestern Colorado described by Burbank (1940)
and Baar and See (1968). At present, however, many would correlate these
rocks with the Redwall Limestone to the south and west.



Several brief descriptions of Mississippian rock from wells in the
northwest-central part of Lisbon Valley area have been published (Budd, 1960;
Anon., 1960). The most detailed description is given by Mitchell (1961) who
subdivided the Mississippian into four units. The basal unit, about 100 to
120 feet thick, is relatively fine grained dolomite, originally an oolitic and
pelletal limestone, and contains aphanitic limestone and oolitic limestone at
top and bottom of unit., Above the basal unit is a carbonate unit, about 90 to
130 feet thick, which is chiefly a vuggy dolomitized calcarenite composed of
crinoid, bryozoan, brachiopod, and other skeletal material; contains white
replacement chert. Unconformably above is a unit, about 130 to 230 feet
thick, of crinoidal limestone and vuggy dolomite derived from crinoidal
limestone. The top unit is as much as 80 feet thick and is made up of
aphanitic limestone and minor oolitic and pisolitic limestone, in part
dolomitized; it contains light-brownish to bluish chert.

Pennsylvanian system
Molas Formation

The Molas Formation crops out only in the San Juan Mountains of
southwestern Colorado where it is chiefly red silt and clay with rock
fragments of chert and limestone derived from Mississippian and Devonian
formations. The distinctive lithology of the Molas Formation makes it an
easily recognizable subsurface marker in much of the eastern Colorado
Plateau. The thickness of the formation differs from place to place because
of its irregular bottom and its gradatiomal top. The Molas rests on a fossil
karst surface and grades upward into the Hermosa Formation. The Molas is
generally regarded as Early Pennsylvanian, but Merrill and Winar (1958)
suggested that Molas sedimentation may have begun in the Late Mississippian
and persisted into the early Middle Pennsylvanian.

In the central part of the Lisbon Valley area about 20 to 50 feet of beds
have been assigned to the Molas (Neff, 1960, p. 61). In the Elliot No. 1-C
Lisbon Valley well the Molas consists of 18 feet of reddish—-brown and grayish-
purple shale, light-gray bentonitic shale and pale~green sandy shale (Anon.,
1960).

Hermosa Formation

The Hermosa Formation is not completely exposed on the Colorado Plateau,
and the outcrops at its type locality in the San Juan Mountains near Durango,
Colorado, are not fully representative of the formation in the subsurface of
the Plateau region (Cross and Spencer, 1900; Roth, 1934; Bass, 1944a, b). The
Hermosa Formation of the Colorado Plateau was divided into three members by
Bass (1944a, b): a lower member, chiefly limestone; the Paradox Member, an
evaporite sequence; and an upper member, chiefly limestone. In the Lisbon
Valley area only a part of the upper member crops out.

As a result of exploration in the 1950s for oil and gas in the Paradox
basin, the nomenclature of the Hermosa and related formations was refined and
elaborated by Wengerd and Strickland (1954), Wengerd and Matheny (1958), Malin
(1958), and Baars and others (1967).



Lower member

The lower member of the Hermosa Formation ranges in thickness from about
180 to 240 feet in the central part of the Lisbon Valley area (Four Corners
Geological Society, 1960, p. 151; Anon., 1960), but it may pinch out in the
eastern part of the area (Neff, 1960, p. 61). In the Elliot Production Co.
No. 1-C Lisbon Valley well in sec. 9, T. 30 S., R. 24 E. the lower member of
the Hermosa is 192 feet thick and consists of grayish-brown and grayish-green
dense limestone with some gray and brown shale and chert in the lower part,
and grayish-brown, dense, clayey, and anhydritic dolomite at the top (Anon.,
1960).

Similar gray limestone units, resting on the Molas Formation and overlain
by the evaporites, were correlated by Wengerd and Strickland (1954, p. 2168-
2169) with Pennsylvanian rocks exposed on Pinkerton Trail, 12 miles north of
Durango, Colorado. For this lower member of the Hermosa Formation they
proposed the name "Pinkerton Trail Formation" (of the Hermosa Group). Baars
and others (1967, p. 397) designated an alternate type section for the
Pinkerton Trail Formation of Wengerd and Strickland (1954) in the Shell No. 1
Bluff well in southeastern San Juan County, Utah. The lower member of the
Hermosa is gradational and probably intertongues with the red shale of the
underlying Molas Formation. The contact with the overlying Paradox is a
regional disconformity (Wengerd, 1958, p. 118).

Paradox member

The Paradox Member of the Hermosa Formation is not exposed in the Lisbon
Valley area, but it has been penetrated by many deep holes and is partly
though poorly exposed near Moab, a few miles north of the area. The type
locality is in Paradox Valley, Colorado, about 20 miles east of La Sal; but as
all outcrops are poor and incomplete, the Paradox member is known mainly from
drill holes. Baars and others (1967, p. 400) proposed a subsurface type
section for the Paradox in the Reynolds Mining Company No. 1 Egnar well in
western San Miguel County, Colo.

The Paradox was named as a formation by Baker (1933), but was considered
a member of the Hermosa Formation by Bass (1944a, b). Wengerd and Strickland
(1954) and Baars and others (1967) proposed that the Paradox be accorded
formational rank within a "Hermosa Group".

The outcrops of the Paradox Member near Moab consist of jumbled masses of
grayish-white gypsum with small amounts of black shale and gray limestone
(Baker, 1933, p. 14). These masses have intruded younger formations, and the
stratigraphic relations are obscured. In the subsurface the Paradox consists
of cyclic deposits of salts, anhydrite, gypsum, and minor black shale,
siltstone, dolomite, and limestone.

A threefold division of the subsurface Paradox is made by Wengerd
(1958). 1In the central part of the depositional basin the lower unit consists
of black shale, dark-gray siltstone, earthy anhydritic and gypsiferous
dolomite, gypsum, and anhydrite.

The middle unit is an evaporite sequence--mainly salt with some
interbedded black shale and siltsone, gypsum, anhydrite, and dolomite. The



evaporite sequence is made up of cyclothems that show a pattern of increasing,
then decreasing salinity. A complete cyclothem consists in ascending order of
black shale, limestone and dolomite, anhydrite, halite, potassium and
magnesium salts, halite, anhydrite, dolomite and limestone, and finally black
shale (Herman and Barkell, 1957, p. 867-869; Hite and Gere, 1958, p. 221;
Hite, 1960). The cyclothems are commonly incomplete; the potassium and
magnesium salts, and the anhydrite and carbonate rocks above the salt are
frequently missing. The individual cyclothems can be identified in vertical
succession, and by their position with relation to a few key beds. They can
be traced from well to well.

Above the salt is a penesaline unit, lithologically similar to the lower
unit and not separable from it where salt is absent. This upper unit is
composed of black, silty, calcareous to dolomitic shale, anhydrite, gypsum,
and brown, argillaceous, finely crystalline dolomite and limestone. These
beds are referred to the "Ismay and Desert Creek zones" of the Paradox by many
geologists (H. He. Brown, 1960, fig. 1; Four Corners Geol. Soc. Nomenclature
Comm., 1960). The upper unit of the Paradox is transitional with the normal
marine clastic-carbonate upper member of the Hermosa Formation. Wengerd and
Strickland (1954, p. 2173) suggest that the upper contact of the Paradox
Member be placed at the top of the uppermost thick bed of jet-black shale or,
where this is lacking, at the top of the uppermost bed of anhydrite.

Reported thicknesses of the Paradox Member in the Lisbon Valley area
range from about 1,100 to 5,300 feet. These thicknesses include about 350 to
400 feet of gray limestone and dolomite, black shale, and anhydrite at the top
of the member. The bulk of the Paradox Member in the area is an evaporite
sequence consisting chiefly of salt with lesser amounts of anhydrite,
potassium salts, black shale, and dolomitic limestone.

The maximum thickness of the Paradox Member in the area is probably much
greater than the greatest reported thickness, for no well has penetrated the
entire member near the crest of the anticlines of Lisbon Valley or Spanish
Valley. Scattered wells on salt anticlines in adjacent areas show that the
Paradox Member is anomalously thick along the axes of the anticlines. For
example, along the axis of the Paradox Valley anticline the Continental Oil
Company No. 1 Scorup well (sec. 8, T. 47 N., R. 18 W. Montrose Co., Colo.)
penetrated more than 14,000 feet of Paradox salt-bearing rocks whereas the
depositional thickness of the member adjacent to the core of the anticline has
been estimated to be only 7,000 feet (Elston and Shoemaker, 1960, p. 51).
Such recorded abnormal thicknesses of the Paradox Member result in part from
the original greater thickness of salt laid down in troughs along the trends
of the anticlines, but result mainly from the intense deformation of
incompetent salt beds. Drill holes penetrating the cores of the anticlines
show that the beds are steeply dipping, locally duplicated by recumbent
folding, and to some extent, thickened by salt flowage (Hite, 1960, p. 88).

The Paradox Member is abnormally thin near McIntyre Canyon in the eastern
part of the Lisbon Valley area. In the Pure 0il Company SE Lisbon No. 1 well,
about one mile east of the edge of the area, only 1,162 feet of section is
assigned to the Paradox and of this only about 800 feet is reported to be salt
(Four Corners Geol. Soc., 1960, p. 153). The thinness of the member is
ascribed to deposition across an Early Pennsylvanian high (Neff, 1960, p. 61).



Upper member

About one-~third to one-half of the upper member of the Hermosa is exposed
in the central part of the Lisbon Valley area, and therefore, this member is
described with the exposed rocks on the following pages. The unexposed part
of the member consists chiefly of gray and grayish-brown limestone, in part
sandy and cherty (H. H. Brown, 1960).

EXPOSED ROCKS

Consolidated rocks that crop out in the Lisbon Valley area range in age
from Late Pennsylvanian to early Pleistocene. As in the previous section on
concealed rocks, the stratigraphy has been updated as much as possible so that
it is current as of December 1977, The oldest exposed consolidated rock is
the upper member of the Hermosa Formation; the youngest, siltstone and poorly
cemented gravel near the la Sal Mountains. Rocks of Jurassic and Cretaceous
age, however, account for fully 90 percent of the outcrops. The bedrock is
locally mantled with thin patches to thick sheets of surficial deposits of
Pleistocene and Holocene age. The exposed rocks are dominantly continental.
Marine fossils are found only in the upper member of the Hermosa Formation of
Middle and Late Pennsylvanian age and in the Mancos Shale of Late Cretaceous
age.

Deposition in this part of the Colorado Plateau was relatively
continuous. The most profound break is an angular unconformity between the
Cutler Formation of Early Permian age and the Chinle Formation of Late
Triassic age. Regional disconformities are found at the top of the Navajo
Sandstone of Triassic(?) and Jurassic age and at the top of the Burro Canyon
Formation of Early Cretaceous age, but the time significance of these breaks
is probaly small., No sedimentary rocks of undoubted Tertiary age are found in
the area, and the unconformity at the top of the remmant Cretaceous rocks
records a long period of erosion. Glacial deposits cover much of the slopes
of the La Sal Mountains. Alluvial and eolian surficial material is extensive
in the mesa lands and broader valleys.

Pennsylvanian system
Hermosa Formation, Upper member

Distribution and thickness

The Hermosa Formation crops out only in the central part of the Lisbon
Valley area. Limestone beds in the exposed part of the upper member forms a
series of dip slopes on the Lisbon Valley anticline between Lisbon Valley and
Big Indian Valley. Deep drill holes indicate that the upper member of the
Hermosa is about 1,400 to 2,100 feet thick in the Lisbon Valley area (H. H.
Brown, 1960, fig. 1). An estimated 900 feet of the Hermosa is exposed.

Lithologz

The exposed part of the Hermosa Formation consists of shale and non-
fissile mudstone (55 percent), sandstone (30 percent) and limestone (15
percent). Logs of wells in the area suggest that the buried part of the upper
member of the Hermosa contains little sandstone and a much higher percentage



of limestone (Baker, 1933, p. 92; Brown, H. H., 1960, fig. 1). The section
given below illustrates in detail the lithology of the upper member of the
Hermosa Formation exposed near Lisbon Valley. Comparison of this section with
that published by Baker (1933, p. 20-21), describing outcrops of the Hermosa
Formation on the Colorado River about 30 miles west of the Lisbon Valley
section, shows a westward increase in the number and thickness of the lime-
stone units. The following section, measured with hand level and tape by the
writers in 1957, was described from outcrops along main gullies southwesterly
from Lisbon Valley to Big Indian Valley.

Partial section of the upper member of the Hermosa Formation measured along a

southwesterly traverse beginning in SW1/4 sec. 16 and ending in SW1/4
sec, 20, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan County, Utah

Thickness
(feet)

Cutler Formation:

Basal units of Cutler Formation consist of about 8 ft of
grayish—red(lqg_A/Z)-/ and yellowish-gray (5Y 7/2) shale,

_/Color names with numbers based on rock color chart by Goddard and

others (1948).

very fine sandy and micaceous; overlain by more than 20 feet

of sandstone, pale-red (10R 6/2), moderate-orange-pink (5YR 8/4),
medium to very fine grained; composed of clear quartz, feldspar,
muscovite, and biotitej crossbedded in low—-angle trough sets,
contorted; forms minor ledges.

Not measured.'.'....l.!'..'....'...'.'..'..........'...........!...l.!l.
Hermosa Formation:
Upper member:

37. Limstone, medium-gray (N 5); weathers medium bluish gray
(5B 6/1); very fine to medium crystalline; horizontally
stratified in two units, each about 12 in. thick;
contains a few crinoid fragments; forms a ledge and
dip Slope in Creek.o'ooo-oouoo'o.uoooooo'oouoooouuoouoouo.ouooZoO

36. Shale (75 percent) and sandstone (25 percent). Shale,
grayish-red (10R 4/2), very fine sandy at top; forms
basal part of unit. Sandstone, grayish-red (10R 4/2),
locally weathers greenish-gray; silty and very fine
grained with abundant fine mica flakes; horizontally
stratified in thin beds. Unit forms slope; poorly

exposed--.....;..;........-...-...........-..-....-.;.-...;..-5.5
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35. Sandstone, pale-reddish-brown (10R 5/4); mottled,
especially at top of unit, with pale greenish yellow
(10Y 8/2); very fine grained, silty, micaceous;
horizontally stratified in thin units at base, more
thickly bedded at top; forms irregular dip slope in
creek; obsured by limestone fragmentS..ceeceeecesscsecssssesssldel

34, Limestone (90 percent) and mudstone (10 percent).
Limestone, light-gray (N 7), weathers greenish gray
(QEX 6/1), micrograined; in beds a few inches to
more than 1 ft thick; irregularly horizontally stratified;
top 12 in. contains streak of red mudstone; weathered
surface is pitted, suggesting eroded mudstone pebbles;
fossiliferous, USGS collection no. 16782. Mudstone,
yellowish-gray (5Y 7/2) and (5Y 8/1); at base and about
2 ft below top. Nodules of limestone in mudstone at
base contain foraminifera, USGS collection no. £-12488.
Unit forms minor ledges and dip Slop€eccesccccesesccccssocceesl0.8

33. Shale, pale-brown (5YR 5/2), in part mottled with pale
yellowish gray (5Y 7/2); silty, becoming very fine sandy
at top; forms slope littered with small fragments
1/8 to 1 in. ACrOSSeecescecsssosssrcsssssssssssessscsssossssscsslel

32. Sandstone, pale-red (1OR 6/2), pale-olive (10Y 6/2), and
pale~greenish-yellow (10Y 8/2); reddish color dominant,
streaked with green, yellow, and gray; generally similar
to sandstone in unit 31 but crossbedded in trough sets
and commonly contorted; forms ledg€ecscecscccscsscsccensccsselal

31. Sandstone (70 percent) and shale (30 percent). Sandstone,
pale-greenish-yellow (10Y 8/2) and pale-red (10R 6/2);
weathers pale red (10R 6/2); fine to very fine grained
silty, poor sorted; composed of angular clear and
reddish-stained quartz and feldspar and biotite; firmly
to poorly cemented, calcareous; lowermost sandstone bed
about 1 ft thick, contorted; most sandstone in thin
horizontal beds; sandstone grades upward to shale. Shale,
light-browish-gray (5YR 6/2) and greenish-gray (5GY 6/1);
brownish shale is clayey and is interbedded with sandstone
in lower two-thirds of unit; greenish shale, very fine
sandy; contains abundant mica flakes, at top of unit.eeeesessd5.2

30. Sandstone (80 percent) and shale (20 percent). Sandstone,
grayish—yellow (5Y 8/4) and pale-olive (10Y 6/2); fine
to very fine grained and silty; poor sorted; composed
of subangular clear quartz, feldspar, orange chert, and
biotite, with abundant green and black accessory minerals;
firmly to poorly cemented, calcareous; horizontally
stratified; splits to thin plates about 1/4 in. thick.
Shale, light-olive-gray (5Y 6/1); at base of unit and
interbedded with sandstone., Unit forms series of minor
ledges and dip S5lOPEecsscsesceossscosnscsssscssosacscsccscsnnssesslde
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29. Limestone, light-olive-gray (5Y 6/1) and light-bluish-gray
(5B 7/1), especially in bottom 5 ft; very finely
cf?%talline and silty to medium to coarsely crystalline,
coarser in bottom 5 ft; bottom 5 ft forms single ledge
upper part horizontally bedded in units a few inches
to a few feet thick; forms gully wall and dip slope.
Fossils common in beds above basal 10 ft; USGS
collection no. 16781, Upper 5 ft contains irregular
masses few inches to several feet across of silicified
limestone, light-olive-gray (5Y 6/1); weathers moderate
yelloWiSh brown (IQX& 5/4).0000000000..0000.00.000000000000003203

28. Sandstone (75 percent) and shale (25 percent). Sandstone,
grayish-orange-pink (5YR 7/2) to very pale orange
(10YR 7/2), fine grained to very fine grained, fair
sorted; composition similar to sandstone in unit 27;
firmly cemented, calcareous; very thin to medium bedded;
forms minor ledges and slope; thin-bedded portion shaly
weathering; mostly covered. Shale, grayish-red (10R 4/2);
forms slope; mostly covered. Top 5 £t is shale,
yellowish-gray (5Y 8/1) and pale-olive (10Y 6/2);
mostly COVEredasesesseesssssssssancssnsssssssnsssanssascsssssacsli8e9

27. Sandstone, pinkish-gray (5YR 8/1); weathers pale orange
(10YR 7/4), medium to fine grained, fair sorted; composed
of angular clear quartz, pink feldspar, orange chert, and
biotite, and common green accessory minerals; firmly
cemented, calcareous; horizontally bedded, beds about
1 in. thick; forms minor ledgeecsscecesssscscssccsscssessssseelel

26. Shale (75 percent) and sandstone (25 percent). Shale, pale-
yellowish-gray (5Y 8/1) and grayish-red (10R 4/2); very
fine grained sandy, micaceous. Sandstone, pale-yellowish-
gray (5Y 8/1); weathers pale orange (10YR 8/2), very fine
grained, fair sorted; composed of angular grains of quartz,
feldspar, and biotite, and abundant orange and black acces-
sory minerals; forms structureless lens about 5 ft above
base, 1 to 2.5 ft thick. Unit forms irregular slop€esssceeeel2,.7

25. Limestone, light-olive-gray (5Y 6/1), micrograined; horizon-
tally bedded in irregular knobby beds 3 to 8 in. thick;
forms prominent ledge and dip slope. Contains megafossils
and conodonts, USGS collection no. 16787 cccecscsccsscsssnccese8ebd

24. Shale, pale-olive (10Y 6/2); very fine silty and clayey with
very fine muscovite flakes, very fine iron-stained quartz;
poorly to firmly cemented, calcareous, with small gray
calcareous concretions at top of unit; thinly laminated
and unlaminated; forms moderate slope covered with very
small shale fragments; base obsured, may contain lime-
stone similar to unit 23.eseeescssssssssssssscscssssssssssssel/el

23, Limestone, pale-yellowish-brown (10YR 6/2) to light-olive-
gray (5Y 6/1); weathers grayish yellow (5Y 8/4); very

12



22,

21.

20.

19.

18.

finely crystalline; irregularly horizontally bedded;

forms minor ledge and dip slope littered with limestone
fragments. Top is poorly defined; thickness approximate.
Abundant megafossils, USGS collection no. 16780. At

base is conspicuous limonite band, about 1/4 in. thick

moderate yellow (5Y 7/6)ccecsccessccsscscscccscasscsssccsscsssled

Sandstone (50 percent) and shale (50 percent). Sandstone,
light-olive-gray (5Y 6/1), dusky-yellow (5Y 6/4) and
yellowish-gray (5Y 6/1), fine-grained and silty, poorly
sorted; composed of subangular quartz, biotite, muscovite,
and silt particles; firmly cemented, calcareous; horizon-
tally stratified, in thin flaggy units; thin-splitting;
macerated plant fossils occur as limonite impressions
on bedding planes in dusky-yellow sandstone; field
collection no. W-10/1/7-F1. Shale, mostly light olive
gray (5Y 6/1), sandy, silty, generally similar to sand-
stone but much finer grained. Unit forms steep cliff
above dip slope of limesSton@.eescececssccoscscsssccecssssoasesslbded

Limestone, light olive gray (5Y 6/1), very finely crystalline;
irregularly horizontally bedded; forms low ledge in dip
slope; contains abundant fusilinids in top 4 in., USGS
collection no. £-1249lceccccccscccosscccessscscoossscensssscenhed

Calcareous shale, yellowish-gray (5Y 7/2); weathers grayish
orange (10YR 7/4); firmly cemented, calcareous, thin bedded,
horizontally stratified; weathers to form steep slope
littered with irregularly curving plates. Top part is
very fine sandy, locally with abundant biotite; common
gray calcareous concretions. Contains rare scattered
fossils, USGS collection no. 16786; a single nautiloid
was collected from this uniteeececescessscceccsccoscocsssncaee’de3

Limestone, yellowish-gray (5Y 7/2); weathers same and
grayish yellow (5Y 8/4); very finely crystalline, irreg-
ularly horizontal bedded; forms prominent ledge. Contains
abundant fusilinids, USGS collection no. £-12490.cccseccsessss3.0

Shale (90 percent) and sandstone (10 percent). Shale, pale-
brown (5YR 5/2) and very pale-orange (10YR 8/2); brown
shale ié—ziayey, weathers to very small chips, and is
probably gradational with unit 17; orange shale is very
fine sandy and forms upper one-fourth of unit. Sand-
stone, grayish-red (10R 4/2), weathering same, and pinkish
gray (5YR 8/1) weathering grayish orange (10YR 7/4).
Grayish-red sandstone very fine grained, silty, with
abundant fine mica flakes; very thin bedded, probably dis-
continuous lens in lower third of unit. Pinkish-gray
sandstone, fine to medium grained, fair sorted; composed
of angular quartz, feldspar, and muscovite, with abun-
dant green accessory minerals; firmly cemented, calcareous;
forms minor ledge about 1 ft thick near middle of unit.
Whole unit forms slope; in part poorly exposed.ecececcceccscessees30.5
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17.

16,

15.

14,

13,

12.

11.

Covered. Abundant calcareous siltstone float near base,
yellowish-gray (5Y 8/1), weathers grayish orange
(10YR 7/4); contains fossil fragments; forms slope
litter of platy fragments. (Section corner 16-17-20-21
near top of covered interval)ooo.-o.ooooooooo-o.ooooooooooooo36.5

Sandstone, very pale orange (10YR 8/2); weathers dark gray
(N 3) and grayish orange (10YR 7/4); fine to coarse
grained, poorly sorted; composed of angular to sub—
angular clear quartz and feldspar, orange chert, and
biotite with abundant green accessory micaceous minerals;
firmly cemented, calcareous; bedding obsure; forms minor
ledge exposed in gully in generally covered area.eessssssssscsle0

Covered'...‘..‘.....‘.........."...‘..‘...............‘......‘.5‘5

Limestone, light-olive-gray (5Y 6/1), very finely crystal-
line; forms double ledge with middle part more platy, less
resistant; irregular horizontal beds. Common in upper
part is pale reddish brown (10R 5/4) and lighter, weathers
grayish orange (10YR 7/4) commonly with black to brown
iron oxide stain; in irregular tubular and ball-like
masses chert, generally a few inches in diameter and as
much as 1.5 ft long. Fossils abundant in lower part of
unit, sparse in upper part, USGS collection no. 16785.¢es4es,11.0

Shale, grayish-yellow-green (5GY 7/2), silty and very fine
sandy with abundant very fine mica flakes; firmly to
firmly to poorly cemented, calcareous; laminated. Forms
slope between top of sandstone cliff and limestone bed
at base Of unit 14..ooo..o.ooooooooooo.oo.oooooooooooo.oo.ooolloo

Sandstone, pinkish-gray (5YR 8/1) to grayish-orange-pink
(5YR 7/2) and moderate-yellow (5Y 7/6); generally similar
to unit 10 but has fewer mudstone flakes and fewer chert
pebbles. About 25 feet above base is poorly exposed
shale, olive gray (5Y 4/1), 1 to 3 ft thick., Unit forms
prominent ledge on rim of Lisbon ValleY.eeeeoseoossssescsssseal0.0

Mudstone (20 percent), shale (70 percent), sandstone
(10 percent). Shale, grayish-red (10R 4/2), silty and
very fine grained sandy; firmly cemented, calcareous;
laminated. Mudstone, same color as shale and yellowish
gray (5Y 7/2); firmly cemented, calcareous. Sandstone
grayish-yellow (53_8/4), fine to medium grained, fair
sorted; composed of clear quartz, feldspar and biotite
with minor muscovite and orange chert; firmly to poorly
cemented, calcareous; irregularly bedded, commonly con-
torted; forms poorly exposed ledge, about 5 ft thick,
about 33 ft above base of unit; may pinch out along
strike. Unit poorly exposed except for red shale at
base, sandstone in middle, and mudstone at Very tOPsecessssess63.0
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10. Sandstone, pinkish-gray (5YR 8/1) and yellowish-gray
(5Y 8/1); weathers same and grayish orange (lOYR 7/4);
coarse to fine grained, medium to very fine grained;
poorly sorted; composed of subangular clear quartz
and feldspar, orange chert, greenish-black biotite,
with common colored accessory minerals, sparse to
common scattered, yellowish-gray mudstone flakes 1/4
to 3 in., in diameter, sparse orange chert and black
chert pebbles 1/8 to 1/4 in. in diameter; firmly
cemented, calcareous, irregularly crossbedded in
planar and trough sets, bedding obscure; forms
irregular ledge..............-....................-..........13.5

9. Shale (70 percent) and sandstone (30 percent). Shale,
greenish-gray (5GY 6/1) and pale-red (10R 6/2); silty
and clayey, very fine sandy with abundant fine biotite
flakes; firmly to poorly cemented, calcareous; very
thinly bedded to laminated with irregular cuspate
ripple marks. Sandstone, pale-red (10R 6/2), very fine
grained and silty, fair sorted; composed of angular
clear quartz, feldspar, and mica flakes; firmly cemented,
calcareous; stratification similar to shale. Unit forms
slope littered with platy fragments; red color limited
mainly to 5-foot interval beginning 10 ft above base.

No fossils found--oo--oo-oo-ooooo-oo-oo--o-n.--o--ooao-oo--002801

8. Limestone, silty and sandy, very light olive gray
(5Y 7/1); weathers same and greenish gray (5GY 6/1);
very finely crystalline, silty and very fine sandy;
weathered surfaces finely punctate; some crinoid and
other fossil fragments partly or wholly replaced by
reddish-orange chert; irregularly horizontally bedded,
knobby weathering; forms minor irregular ledge with
more silty portions being less resistant; base is
transitional with unit below; abundant megafossils,
USGS collection noe 16784ccevsccccescssssssccssssssscscssscsnsBdel

7. Shale, light-olive-gray (5Y 6/1) and yellowish-gray
(5Y 8/1); weathers light olive gray (5Y 6/1), silty
and micaceous, firmly cemented, calcareous; very thinly
bedded and laminated; forms slope; contains sparse
ostracodes, USGS collection no. 16779 cecccecscsscccscsccnneealbBebd

6. Coveredol00'0lcc.lOoclolc.oooaoo'oooloolQolc'000000'0000000000001009

5. Sandy limestone, light-olive-gray (5Y 5/2); weathers dusky
yellow (5Y 6/4); very fine grained sandy and finely
crystalline with greenish~gray mudstone pebbles 1/8 to
1 in. in diameter; forms minor ledge in covered interval
in gully; sparsely fossiliferous, USGS collection

no. 1677800.000.0toooaooto-.-o.aoooooa00000.0000!'00!000000.'0100

4, Covered, probably shale as in unit 3..cecececosccscescesccssceasceldsl

15



3. Limestone (50 percent) and mudstone (50 percent). Limestone,
light-olive~gray (5Y 6/1) and (5Y 5/2); weathers light
gray (N 7) and yellowish gray (5Y 7/2); mostly very
finely crystalline with irregular darker gray patches,
1/8, to 1-1/2 in. across; some beds partly a jumble of
broken shells; contains pelecypods and other megafossils,
USGS collection no. 16777, and fusilinids, USGS
collection no. £-12487, Mudstone, yellowish-gray
(5Y 7/2), silty with common muscovite; no fossils;
poorly exposed. Unit forms irregular slope; limestone
forms minor ledges and bencheS.eseeecssssscesssccssssssssessstdde5

2. Shale (80 percent) and sandstone (20 percent), light-olive-
(5Y 5/2) and pale-olive (IQZ.6/2), weathers same. Sand-
stone fine-grained to very fine grained, poorly sorted,
micaceous, firmly cemented, calcareouos; laminated; out-
crop yields small plates 1 to 4 in. in diameter. Shale,
clayey, fluffy-weathering. Unit forms steep slope lit-
tered with platy sandstone and limestone fragmentS.esssssessel7.9

1. Sandstone, yellowish-gray (5Y 7/2), greenish-gray (5GY 6/1)
and dusky-yellow (5Y 6/4), coarse to very fine grained
and silty, poorly sorted; composed of angular to sub-
angular clear quartz and feldspar, orange chert, biotite
and minor muscovite and sparse black accessory minerals;
coarse-grained sandstone contains pebbles of black
chert about 1/2 in. maximum diameter; firmly to poorly
cemented, calcareous; coarse-grained units are in beds
1 to 4 ft thick, cross—stratified irregularly in trough
sets; finer grained units generally thin to very thinly
bedded, horizontally stratified, with ripple-marked beds
beds in some silty units. Weathers to series of small
ledges with coarser grained and thicker units forming
tops of ledges. Some fine-grained, thin-splitting,
micaceous sandstone about 15 ft above base contains
flakes of carbonaceous plant material about 1/8 to
1/4 in. in diameter. Base of local eXpOSUrEececssssscssssses3ebd

Total exposed Hermosa Formation....se.743.4

Shale and mudstone units, though making up more than half of the exposed
Hermosa, generally crop out poorly. Yellowish and greenish gray, pale brown
and grayish red are the dominant colors. The mudstone and shale units range
from fluffy-weathering claystone to firmly cemented sandy siltstone, which in
places grades into fine-grained sandstone. Biotite flakes are abundant on
bedding planes. Most units are calcareous, and some contain limestone con-
cretions and grade upward into limestone., Calcareous shale and mudstone
locally contain marine fossils. The shale and mudstone units are fairly
persistent along strike and several units were traced about 9 miles, the
length of the Hermosa outcrop in Lisbon Valley, without showing much change in
lithology or thickness.,

Sandstone, generally yellowish gray or grayish red, occurs as thin
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interbeds in slope-forming shale and mudstone units and as resistant ledge-
forming units as much as 40 feet thick. The sandstone ranges from silty and
very fine grained to coarse grained and pebbly. Most units are fine grained
and poorly or only moderately well sorted. They are arkoses composed of clear
quartz, clear and pinkish feldspar, and variable amounts of gray and orange
chert, biotite and muscovite, and a green micaceous mineral., Most sandstone
is horizontally bedded or structureless; some medium— and coarse-grained units
are crossbedded. Cuspate ripple marks are locally common in very fine grained
and silty units. Marine fossils are very sparse in sandstone; fragments of
plant fossils are sparse to common in a few sandstone units and are especially
abundant in a conspicuous fine-grained, yellowish-gray sandstone unit in the
upper part of the exposed section.

Limestone beds form a small but conspicuous part of the exposed Hermosa
Formation. They make up the largest part of the outcrop of the Hermosa,
because they commonly form extensive dip slopes, especially on the southwest
side of the Lisbon Valley anticline. Most of the limestone is light olive or
bluish gray and finely to medium crystalline. Irregular dark spots, 0.l to
1.5 ins. in diameter, in crystalline matrix are trashy accumulations of broken
shells and scattered sand grains. Orange and reddish-gray chert occurs as
irregular nodules and veinlets in some beds. Marine fossils, dominantly
brachiopods and fusulinid foraminifera, are common to abundant in most of the
limestone units; a few beds, such as the top limestone of the Hermosa, contain
only sparse crinoid and shell fragments.

Contacts

The base of the upper member of the Hermosa Formation is not exposed in
or near the Lisbon Valley area., According to Wengerd and Strickland (1954, p.
2173) the base of the upper member of the Hermosa, the top of the Paradox
Member, is "generally chosen at the uppermost thick jet-black shale associated
with stringers of gypsum, or where the black shale is absent, at the first
appearance of anhydrite."

The Hermosa Formation is conformably overlain by the Cutler Formation in
the Lisbon Valley area. The top of the Hermosa Formation is the top of the
highest persistent limestone unit. This uppermost limestone bed is bluish
gray, only a few feet thick and, except for crinoid stem fragments, generally
contains few fossils. In a few places thin lentils of marine limestone lie
within the red beds assigned to the Cutler above the limestone bed, but the
contact is generally definite and easy to locate. 1In a broad sense, the
exposed Hermosa is transitional with the Cutler Formation, for the clastic
units in the Hermosa are generally similar to those in the Cutler, and near
the top of the Hermosa they are indistinguishable from those in the lower part
of the Cutler.

Fossils and age

Most of the limestone beds and some of the calcareous shale and mudstone
units are more or less fossiliferous along their entire outcrop. Our collec-
tions were taken from the measured section previously described. These
collections are probably fairly representative of the fauna of the exposed
Hermosa Formation in the central part of the area but other forms would be
added by search in other parts of the area. Bryozoans, for example, seem to
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be much more abundant in the upper limestone beds cropping out opposite the
head of Lisbon Canyon than in equivalent beds along the line traversed.

In the following lists the numbered sedimentary units referred to are
described in measured section. The macrofossils were identified mainly by E.
L. Yochelson and Helen Duncan. Thomas Dutro identified some of the brachio-
pods and checked the identification of others. D, H. Dunkle identified a fish
tooth in collection 16788, The nautiloid in collection 16783 was identified
by Mackenzie Gordon, Jr., and the ostracodes in collection 16799 by I. G.
Sohn. The fragmentary conodont specimens of collection 16787 were identified
by W. W. Hass, and the plant fossils in unit 22 by S. H. Mamay. The
foraminifera were identified by R. C. Douglass; the thin sections were
prepared by John Hutchison.

USGS collection 16777. Foraminifera: USGS collection f-12487.
Collected from limestone beds of unit 3 of measured section on north bank of
gully in SW1/4SW1/4 sec. 16, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan County, Utah.

Climacammina sp.

Endothyra?

Bradyina sp.

Triticites sp. aff. T. springvillenis Thompson, Verville
and Bissell, 1950

Dibunophylloides sp.

Crinoid stems

Echinoid spines

Derbyia crassa (Meek and Hayden)

Enteletes hemiplicatus (Hall)

Lissochonetes sp.

Linoproductus sp. indet.

Juresania nebrascensis (Owen)

Composita subtilita (Hall)

USGS collection 16778. Collected from sandy limestone, unit 5, on flats
below prominent cliff in SW1/4SW1/4 sec. 16, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan
County, Utah,

Lophophyllidid coral
Productid brachiopod cf. Juresania

USGS collection 16779. Collected from calcareous shale, unit 7, forming
slope about 500 feet northeast of prominent cliff in SW1/4SW1/2 sec. 16, T. 30
S., R. 25 E., San Juan County, Utah,

Sansabella
Healdia
Gen. aff. Aechminella?

USGS collection 16784. Collected from silty and sandy limestone, unit §,
on steep slope about 500 feet northeast of prominent cliff in SW1/4SW1/4 sec.
16, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan County, Utah.

18



Crinoid stems

Echinoid spines

Fistulipora sp. (branching species)

Polypora sp.

Linoproductus cf. L. pratteniansus (Norwood in Norwood and
Pratten)

Allorisma sp. indet.

Phillipsid trilobite indet.

USGS collection 16785. Collected from platy limestone, unit 14, on flats
above rim of Lisbon Valley near the head of prominent gully draining to
northeast in SW1/4SW1/4 sec. 16, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan County, Utah.

Crinoid stems

Derbyia crassa (Meet and Hayden)

Neochonetes granulifer Owen

Linoproductus sp. indet.

Antiquatonia cf. A. hermosanus? (Girty)

Hystriculina cf. H. Wabashensis (Norwood and Pratten)
Composita subtilita (Hall)

Neospirifer sp. indet.

USGS collection £-12490. Collected from thin limestone bed, unit 19,
forming short dip slope in NE1/4 seec. 20, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan County,
Utah.

Bradyina sp.
Millerella sp.
Triticites sp. aff. T. cullomensis Dunbar and Condra, 1928.

USGS collection 16786. Collected from yellowish, platy-weathering, limy
sandy shale, unit 20, in NE1/4 NE1/4 sec. 20, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan
County, Utah.

Wellerella cf. W. osagenis (Swallow)
Schizodus(?) sp. indet.

Pharkidonotus cf. P. percarinatus (Conrad)
Bellerophontid gastropod indet.,
Straparollus (Euomphallus) sp. indet.
Low-spired gastropod indet.

Indeterminate organic object

USGS collection 16783. Collected from same unit as USGS 16786, about
2,000 feet northwest of line of measured section, in gully near small hill in
NW1/4 sec. 17, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan County, Utah.

Peripetoceras sp.

USGS £-12491. Collected from upper part of limestone, unit 21, near bend
of draw draining to southwest in NE1/4 NE1/4 sec. 20, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San
Juan County, Utah,
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Tetrataxis spe.

Bradyina sp.

Millerella sp.

Triticites sp. aff. T. cullomenis Dunbar and Condra, 1928.

Field number: W-10/1/7-Fl. Collected from distinctive light-colored
sandstone, unit 22, in floor of draw in NE1/4 NEl1/4 sec. 20, T. 30 S., R. 25
E., San Juan County, Utah,

Calamites fragments

USGS 16780. Collected from limestone, unit 23, in main gully draining to
the southwest in NE1/4 NE1/4 sec. 20, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan County,
Utah.

Enteletes sp.

Juresania sp.

Cancrinella cf. C. boonenesis (Swallow)

Hystriculina cf. H. wabashensis (Norwood and Pratten)
Composita subtilita (Hall)

Neospirifer cf. N. dunbari R. H. King

Permophorus sp.

Fasciculiconcha? sp. indet.

Bellerophontid gastropod indet.

Euconospira cf. E. planibasalis Ulrich

USGS 16787. Collected from linestone, unit 25, in main gully draining to
southwest in NE1/4 NE1/4 sec. 20, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan County, Utah.

Pelecypods indet.
Low-spired gastropods indet.
Streptognathodus sp.

USGS 16781. Collected from limestone, unit 29, in several places on long
dip slope near main drainage in central part of sec. 20, T. 30 S., R. 25 E.,
San Juan County, Utah.

Crinoid stems

Fistulipora sp. (Massive species)

Tabulipora sp. (ramose species)

Stenoporoid bryozoan (incrusting)
Rhombotrypella sp.

Fenestella sp.

Rhabdomeson sp.

Cystodictya? sp.

Neochonetes granulifer Owen

Hystriculina wabashensis (Norwood and Pratten)
Echinoconchus? sp. indet.

Dictyoclostus sp. cf. "Marginifera'" lasallensis Worthen
Phricodothyris sp. indet.

Composita subtilita (Hall)

Neospirifer sp.

Rhynchopora n. sp. cf. R. taylori Girty
Allorisma terminale Hall
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USGS Megafossil collection 16782; foraminifera: USGS collection f-12488.
Collected from limestone beds and limestone nodules in mudstone interbedded
with limestone, unit 34, on northwest bank of main gully in NE1/4 SW1/4 sec.
20, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan County, Utah.

Ammodiscus sp.

Triticites sp. aff., T. cullomensis Dunbar and Condra, 1928
Crinoid stems -
Derbyia crassa (Meek and Hayden)
Juresania nebrascensis (Owen)
Cancrinella boonensis (Shallow)
Composita subtilita (Hall)
Neospirifer dunbari R. H. King
Phricodothyris perplexa (McChesney)
Punctospirifer sp. indet.

Allorisma cf. A. terminale Hall

Concerning the larger invertebrate fossils of these collections Yochelson
and Duncan (written commun., 1957) stated:

"The fauna as a whole is indicative of a Middle or Upper
Pennsylvanian age, comparing it to the Mid-Continent section.
In that area, essentially the same fauna also ranges up into the
lower Permian. On the basis of the larger invertebrates it
is not now possible to exclude a possible Permain age for

at least some of the beds, though this seems unlikely.
Similarly, the larger invertebrates found in both the Rico
and Hermosa Formations appear to be conspecific. We cannot
at this time clearly separate one formation from the other
on the basis of the larger invertebrates. At the same time,
there is no reason to question the field identifications of
the formations. There are no "critical" fossils listed in
this report."

The Calamites fragments in the sandstone and mudstone unit at the base of
the upper part of the exposed Hermosa are of little age significance because
this genus has a wide time range. They are of interest, however, in being
probably the first plant fossils recorded from the upper member of the Hermosa
Formation.

The dating of the Hermosa Formation in the Lisbon Valley area rests
mainly on the determination of the fossil fusulinids. The foraminifera fauna,
collection f-12487, in unit 3 of the measured section is of late
Pennsylvanian, probably Missourian, age; the faunas of collection £-12490 in
unit 19, collection £f-12491 in unit 21 and collection f-12488 in unit 34 are
of Late Pennsylvanian, probably Virginian age (Douglass, written commun.,
1958). Unit 34 is the highest abundantly fossiliferous limestone in the
section and is only about 20 feet below the top of the Hermosa as mapped in
the Lisbon Valley area. Thus, probably all of the upper member of the Hermosa
Formation is Late Pennsylvanian in age.
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Comparison with faunas of the top limestone bed of the Hermosa
Formation in the northern part of the Moab district

Two collections were made for comparative purposes in the top limestone
bed of the Hermosa Formation as this formation was mapped by Baker (1933,
pl. D) on the Cane Creek anticline. Baker’s collection 5949 apparently came
from this same bed about one~half mile southeast of our locality (Baker, 1933,
p. 22).

USGS collection 16788, Collected from sandy limestone just below access
road to Cane Creek exploration wells., Limestone forms bench overlain by red
beds of Rico Formation in NW1/4 NE1/4 sec. 36, T. 26 S., R. 20 E., Grand
County, Utah,

Caninia sp.

Crinoid stems

Crinoid calyx cf. Delocrinus

Fistulipora sp.

Rhombotrypella (Rhomboporella) sp.
Tabulipora

Ascopora? sp.

Derbyia crassa (Meek and Hayden)
Neochonetes granulifer (Owen)
Lissochonetes) cf. L. geinitzianus (Waagen)
Linoproductus sp. indet,

Juresania cf. J. nebrascencis

"Marginifera" lasallensis (Worthen)
Hystriculina cf. H. wabashensis Norwood and Pratten
Hustedia mormoni (Marcou)

Phricodothyris perplexa (McChesney)
Composita subtilita (Hall)

Wellerella osagensis (Swallow)

Rhynchopora n. sp. R, taylori Girty
Punctospirifer sp.

Edmondia? sp. indet.

Peripristis semicircularis (Newberry and Worthen)

USGS collection £-12486. From top of same unit and from same location as
preceding collection.

Bradyina sp.
Millerella sp.

Triticites sp. aff T. cullomensis Dunbar and Condra, 1928

The megafossil collection (USGS 16788) cannot be precisely correlated
with any of the collections from Lisbon Valley: (E. L. Yochelson and Helen
Duncan, written commun., 1957).

"Though it contains most of the faunal elements found in the
other collections as a whole, individually it has a far more
varied fauna. This may be a matter of facles or may be a matter
of age difference."
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As to the microfossils, R. C., Douglass (written commun., 1958) says:

"Comparison of the Moab area sample, f-12486, with those from
Lisbon Valley indicates that no precise correlation is justified.
The Moab sample could be correlated with any of the three upper
fusuline horizons. It is most similar to samples £~12490 and
£-12491 from 396 ft [unit 19 of the Lisbon Valley section] and
460 ft [unit 21 of measured section] above the base of

the section." Yochelson, E. L., and Duncan, Helen, written
commun., 1957.

Regional stratigraphic relations

The upper member of the Hermosa Formation is partly exposed along the
Colorado River southwest of Moab, along the San Juan River west of Bluff, and
in several faulted salt anticlines, but the basal part of the member is known
mainly from drill holes. Because the contacts are transitional and key beds
of regional extent are lacking, the thickness of the upper member is often
interpreted differently by different geologists. Published isopach maps,
though varying in many details, show the upper member of the Hermosa as an
irregular wedge that thins southwesterly (Wengerd and Matheny, 1958, fig. 17;
Wengerd, 1958, fig. 15; Fetzner, 1960, fig. 11). Irregularities in compo-
sition and thickness of the member result from a complex tectonic framework of
the Paradox basin in Late Pennsylvanian time, during which arkosic red beds
filled a trough on the southwest side of the rising Uncompahgre highland and
interfingered further southwest with normal marine sediments on the bordering
shelves (Wengerd and Mathney, 1958; fig.f 15; Fetzner, 1960, fig. 11).

The exposed part of the Hermosa in Lisbon Valley is composed of clastic
sediments and minor limestone and may be considered transitional between the
marine carbonate section of the buried part of the Hermosa and the continental
sediments of the Cutler Formation. The exposed Hermosa is divided into two
parts on the geologic map (fig. 3). The contact selected to divide the
exposed Hermosa 1s the base of a distinctive yellowish-gray unit of fossil
plant-bearing fine-grained sandstone and shale, unit 22 of the measured
section about 280 feet below the top of the formation. This basal unit
overlies a thin but persistent fusulinid-bearing limestone bed. The upper
part is generally coarser grained and contains less shale and more reddish
units than the lower part and thus, except for interbedded limestone, gener-
ally resembles the Cutler Formation. On the basis of field comparisons of
this upper unit with outcrops of the Hermosa, Rico, and Cutler Formations near
Moab, we judge that it should be included as a clastic facies of the Hermosa
rather than assigned to the Rico or Cutler. Most of the Rico Formation of the
Moab district (Baker, 1933) is probably correlative with the lower part of the
Cutler Formation in the Lisbon Valley area.

Permian system
Cutler Formation

Distribution and thickness

The Cutler Formation crops out only in the central and northeastern parts
of the Lisbon Valley area. On the southwest flank of the Lisbon Valley
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anticline the lower two-thirds of the Cutler forms the floors of Big Indian
Valley and other smaller valleys northwest of Three Step Hill; the upper third
commonly forms a corrugated slope that becomes increasingly steep near the
contact with the overlying Chinle Formation. Around the southwest side of
South Mountain red beds assigned to the Cutler are relatively nonresistant and
form rough slopes that are mostly covered by surficial material.

On the southwest flank of the Lisbon Valley anticline the Cutler
Formation is about 1,480 feet thick near Little Valley, but due to truncation
by the unconformity at the base of the Chinle Formation, the Cutler is several
hundred feet thinner at the head of Big Indian Valley. The Cutler apparently
thickens southwestward off the flank of the Lisbon Valley anticline; Kunkel
(1958, fig. 1) reports a thickness of more than 1,700 feet of Permian clastics
in the Gulf No., 1 Hart Point well in the southwest part of the area, in
T. 31 S., R. 22 E., San Juan County, Utah.

Lithologz

The Cutler Formation in the central part of the Lisbon Valley area is an
assemblage of red beds consisting mainly of arkosic sandstone and conglomerate
and micaceous siltstone and mudstone. A representative section of the Cutler
Formation describing the rocks characteristic of the formation in the Lisbon
Valley area is given below. Comparison of this section with that given for
the Hermosa Formation, beginning on page 33, shows that clastic units in the
two formations are much alike. The following section, measured with hand
level and tape by G. W, Weir and C. L. Dodson in 1954, was described from
exceptionally fine exposures of the Cutler along a prominent ridge about 0.5
mile northeast of Little Valley.

Section of the Cutler Formaton measured along a south-southwesterly

traverse in secs. 21 and 29, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., Sand Juan County, Utah
Thickness

(feet)

Cutler Formation:

39, Sandstone (50 percent) and silstone (50 percent).
Sandstone, light-greenish-gray (5GY 8/1), pale-
olive (10Y 6/2) and pale-reddish-brown (10R 5/4);
weathers white (N 9) and pale reddish brown (10R 5/4);
fine to very fine grained and silty; fair sorted,
composed of quartz, feldspar, and minor white mica
with common black accessory minerals; poorly cemented,
partly calcareous. Siltstone, grayish-red (10R 4/2)
and dark-yellowish-orange (10YR 6/6); contains fine
grains of quartz and small flakes of muscovite;
poorly cemented, noncalcareous. Unit forms slope.
Dark-yellowish-orange siltstone, 6.5 in. thick at top.
Unconformably overlain by light-gray, cross-stratified
conglomerate and sandstone of the Moss Back Member
of the Chinle FormatioN.ecescccsssvsescssccsccsnscasscsscrcsssaceel2el
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38. Sandstone, dark-reddish-brown (10R 3/4) and pale-
greenish-yellow (10Y 8/2); weathers dark reddish
brown (10R 3/4) and grayish orange (lOYR 7/4); fine
to medium grained, fair sorted; composed of subangular
grains of quartz, feldspar, and colored chert and
flakes of muscovite and abundant black accessory
minerals; firmly cemented, calcareous; cross stratified
in planar sets of low-angle cross laminae; forms minor

ledge.i.OO90000OO0'O0'0.0'.O'!-..........o.-'...o-10000!00!01!3.0

37. Siltstone (70 percent), sandstone (25 percent), and
limestone (5 percent) similar to unit 35 but near
middle of unit are thin beds of greenish-gray
(5GY 6/1) silty limestone, containing abundant
green and white mica. Siltstone is micaceous;
grades locally to silty limestone. Upper 50 ft of
unit forms steep earthy slope and has reddish-
brown cast; basal 20 ft of unit forms bench and has

Orange cast......l.....l.'.'..l...l......'.l............l....73l9

36. Sandstone, moderate-reddish-~brown (10R 4/6) and
yellowish~-gray (5Y 8/1); weathers moderate
reddish brown (10R 4/6) and moderate reddish
orange (10R 6/6); medium to fine grained,
fair-sorted; composed of quartz, feldspar,
colored chert, and white and green mica; firmly
to well cemented, calcareous; medium~ to small-
scale cross lamination with much-contorted
lamination; not fissile; forms knobby rounded

cliff""...l.'l...'...l..l'......'...".........'....’.'l'..lo.z

35. Sandstone (80 percent) and siltstone (20 percent).
Sandstone, pale-reddish-brown (10R 5/4) and light-
greenish~gray (5GY 8/1); weathers dark reddish
brown (10R 3/4) and moderate reddish brown (10R 4/6);
fine to very fine grained and silty, fair sorted;
composed of amber-stained quartz, feldspar(?), and
white mica with abundant orange and black accessory
minerals; firmly cemented, calcareous. Basal 6 in.
of sandstone is poorly sorted and contains medium- to
coarse-grained quartz and chert, Siltstone, dark-reddish-
brown (10R 3/4), micaceous; forms discontinuous beds
2 to 5 in. thick in middle part of unit.

Unit forms irregular 1edge.ooooo'ooooouo--0-000000000000000000508

34, Siltstone (70 percent), sandstone (25 percent), and
limestone (5 percent). Same as unit 33 except contains
thin beds of limestone, pale-red (53_6/2) and grayish-
yellow-green (5GY 7/2); weathers moderate reddish orange
(10R 6/6), very finely crystalline; in beds 1 to 2 in.
thick. Unit forms earthy rounded slope. Poorly

exposed...'...'.".’......'.....’.."0".’.."....”'..'..'..41.2
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33. Sandstone, pinkish-gray (5YR 8/1); weathers very pale
orange (10YR 8/2); fine grained, fair sorted; composed
of clear quartz and feldspar with abundant orange,
yellow and black accessory minerals; well cemented,
calcareous; very low angle cross stratification;
lenticular; not fissile; forms conspicuous minor
ledge.........o......o.............................-..........2.1
32. Siltstone (60 percent) and sandstone (40 percent).
Siltstone, dark-reddish-brown (1lOR 3/4); contains
fine grains of subrounded quartz and mica flakes as
much as 1 mm in diameter; poorly cemented, calcareous;
stratification obscure; nonresistant, forms earthy
slopes. Sandstone, moderate-reddish-brown (10R 4/6) and
light-greenish-gray (5GY 8/1); weathers moderate reddish
brown (10R 4/6) and grayish orange (10YR 7/4); very fine
grained, fair sorted; composed of subrounded quartz,
feldspar, and biotite and muscovite with abundant orange
and green accessory minerals; firmly cemented,
calcareous; stratification obscure; platy splitting;
generally forms thin ledges 2 to 4 in. thick; mostly
in upper half of unit. At 6 ft is lenticular bed of
red sandstone about 3 ft thick which thickens immediately
south of line of section to more than 4.5 ftesssesessssssensel’ds?

31. Sandstone (60 percent), mudstone (25 percent), and limestone
(15 percent). Sandstone, similar to unit 30; forms prominent
ledge at top of unit, and thin beds at base of unit.
Siltstone, pale-reddish-brown (10R 5/4), very fine sandy
and micaceous; grades into limestone by increasing
lime content and decrease in average grain size; well
cemented, very calcareous; horizontally laminated.
Interbedded wtih thin limestone and sandstone beds in
lower half of unit. Limestone, pale-reddish-brown
(10R 5/4), very finely crystalline, very silty and in
part fine sandy; grades to siltstone; horizontally
thin bedded; intercalcated with mudstone and sandstone
at base of unit. No identifiable fossils, but poorly
preserved irregular structures are possibly organic

in origin.....................................................8-1

30. Sandstone, dominantly very pale orange (10YR 8/2),
minor pale-reddish-brown (1O0R 5/4), fine-grained,
well-sorted; composed of subrounded clear quartz
and feldspar with minor orange chert and biotite
with common black and orange accessory minerals
firmly cemented, calcareous. Cross laminated in
small-to medium-trough sets. Forms prominent light-
colored irregularly rounded to sheer cliff. This
conspicuous unit is truncated by the unconformity
at the base of the Chinle Formation at the outcrop
about 4 mi northwest in Big Indian Wash from where
northwestward in the subsurface it underlies the
unconformity beneath many of the uranium ore
bodies in the Chinle FormatioNessecsssccscescscsssscccsssssceedbed
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29. Mudstone, grayish-red (5R 4/2); weathers same and

moderate reddish brown (10R 4/6), dominantly silty,

very fine sandy, very micaceous; poorly to firmly

cemented, calcareous and clay binding. Horizontally

stratified; thinly laminated. Forms gentle Slop€eececcescceee2le2
28, Mudstone (85 percent) and sandstone (15 percent).

Mudstone, moderate-reddish-orange (10R 6/6), similar

to mudstone of unit 27. Forms steep slopes under

thin sandstone cap. Sandstone, very pale orange

(10YR 8/2) and pale-reddish~brown (10R 4/2), very

fine grained, silty, fine to medium grained, and

silty to medium grained, fair to poorly sorted;

composed of clear to red-stained quartz and feldspar

and mica with abundant colored accessory minerals;

poorly to firmly cemented, calcareous. Structureless,

and cross laminated and contorted in upper sandstone.

Interbedded with mudstone in upper half of unit. Top

set of beds of sandstone, about 7 ft thick, is red

with pale-orange cap and forms a conspicuous ledg€eececeeceeeeeb69.9

27. Sandstone (70 percent) and mudstone (30 percent).
Sandstone, moderate-reddish-orange (10R 6/6) and very
pale orange (10YR 8/2), fine-grained; composed of clear and
white quartz and feldspar, very minor biotite and
muscovite with abundant colored accessory minerals;
firmly cemented, calcareous. Cross laminated in
medium-scale trough sets of low-angle cross laminae;
in part structureless. Mudstone, moderate-reddish-
orange (10R 6/6), silty and very fine sandy; firmly
cemented, calcareous and clay binding; laminated.
Unit forms irregular dip-slope bench with irregular
ledges of SandStonNEeeeccsveesocssssvecossssvecssssssscanonsssebds0

26. Sandstone (75 percent) and mudstone (25 percent).
Sandstone, grayish-red (10R 4/2), minor light-
yellowish-gray (5Y 9/1) and minor pale-red (5R 6/2),
fine-grained and fine to very fine grained, fair
to poorly sorted; composed of subangular to angular
clear and red-stained quartz and feldspar and mica;
firmly cemented, calcareous. Cross laminated and
structureless. Upper 20 ft of unit is sandstone cliff.
Patches of light yellowish gray occur irregularly on
top surface of unit. Pale-red sandstone is inter-
bedded with mudstone at base. Mudstone, pale-
reddish-brown (10R 5/4), moderate-reddish-orange
(10R 6/6), and very pale green (10G 8/2), commonly
silty, very fine sandy, and micaceous; laminated.
Persistent layer of pale—green mudstone about 0.9
ft thick at 6.5 ft above base contains irregular
calcareous nodules 1/4 to 1~1/2 in. in diameter.
Mudstone mainly in lower part of unit, forming
cliff or steep slope below thick sandstone cCapecescsscessssse2?5
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25, Mudstone (80 percent) and sandstone (20 percent).
Mudstone, moderate-reddish-brown (10R 4/6) and
dark-reddish-brown (10R 2/4), silty and very
fine sandy, poorly to firmly cemented, calcareous.
Sandstone, very dusky red (l0R 2/2) with patches
of yellowish gray (5!_8/1), very fine grained
silty, poorly sorted; similar in composition to
sandstone of underlying unit; forms minor ledges
near middle and at top Of Uniteseeessssseoosssssesnsossscsssneldbsl

24, Sandstone (85 percent) and mudstone (15 percent).
Sandstone, grayish-red (5R 4/2), moderate-reddish-
brown (10R 4/6), and white (N 9); weathers moderate
reddish brown, white at top; " fine to very fine
grained, poorly sorted; composed of subangular
quartz, clear and pinkish feldspar, biotite, and
muscovite; mica more common in grayish-red sandstone;
firmly cemented, calcareous. Cross stratified and
irregularly bedded. Forms low ledges and dip-slope
benches. Grayish-red sandstone forms ledge 10 ft
thick, 42 ft above base. Mudstone, moderate-
reddish-brown, similar to mudstone of unit 23,
interbedded with 8andsStOn€ssesessssssssssscsssssssessscssssesble?

23. Limestone and chert (60 percent), mudstone (40 percent).
Limestone, medium-olive-gray (5Y 5/1) and pale-red
(10R 6/2), very fine sandy and very finely crystalline
and silty, micaceous; mainly in thin beds, interstratified
with mudstone, More than one-half of the limestone is
replaced by white (N 9), dark-gray (N 3), and moderate-
reddish-orange (10R X 6/6) chert; replacement is parallel
to bedding with thin skin of limestone surrounding chert.
Mudstone, moderate-reddish-brown (10R 4/6), silty and very
fine sandy. Unit forms bench and low slope strewn with chert
fragmentSeesscsseessssscsssssesssssssssssscssssssssscssecsssscel’ded

22, Sandstone (65 percent), mudstone (34 percent), and
limestone (1 percent). Sandstone, pale-reddish-brown
(10R 5/4) and moderate-reddish brown (10R 4/6) and
white (N 9); weathers mainly moderate reddish brown
(10R 4/6) and pale grayish orange (1OYR 8/4); white
common at tops of beds on dip-slope benches; fine and
fine to medium grained, fair sorted; composed of
subangular clear quartz and feldspar with minor biotite
with abundant colored accessory minerals; firmly
cemented, calcareous., Mainly cross stratified in small-
to medium-trough sets in moderate— to low-angle cross
laminae. Mainly thinly laminated to thin bedded. Forms
ledges and dip-slope benches--8 ft thick at 34 ft above
base, 5 ft thick at 58 ft, 7 ft thick at 92 ft, and
26 ft thick at 103 ft, plus minor beds interbedded
with mudstone. Mudstone, moderate-reddish-brown
(1Q§.4/6), commonly very silty and very fine sandy,
micaceous, poorly to firmly cemented, calcareous.
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Horizontally laminated, commonly contorted near base
of overlying sandstone. Forms slopes and bases of
cliffs capped by sandstone. Limestone, light-olive-
gray (5Y 6/1); weathers medium olive gray (5Y 5/1);
finely crystalline; irregularly lensing; weathered
surface is finely punctate. Limestone partially
replaced parallel to bedding by light-bluish-gray
(5B 7/1) and moderate-red (5R 4/6) chert. Limestone
and chert in beds 0.5 to 1.5 ft thick at 97 £t above
base Of unit.-oooo-.o-.ooo--.ooooo..---.00-00--00-.-0-00500-129-6

21. Sandstone, dusky-red-purple (5RP 3/2) and light-brown
(5YR 6/4); weathers same and grayish orange (10YR 7/4);
very coarse to medium grained, poorly sorted; composed
of angular to subrounded clear quartz, clear and pink
feldspar, greenish biotite and rock fragments; firmly
cemented, calcareous. In trough sets of low-angle
cross laminae; some cross laminae contorted. Forms
vertical cliff and bench on point. Nodular concretions,
about 2.5 in. in diameter, common on surface.sscececcsscescss34.3

20. Sandstone (40 percent) and mudstone (30 percent), and
silty limestone (30 percent). Sandstone, grayish-
red-purple (5RP 4/2), grayish-red (10R 4/2), very
pale orange (IOYR 8/2), and pale-reddish-brown (10YR 5/4),
very fine grained and fine-grained and fine- to medium-
grained, fair-sorted; composed of clear quartz and clear
and pink feldspar and greenish biotite with abundant
colored accessory minerals; firmly cemented, calcareous.
Cross laminated and thin bedded in lenses forming thin
ledges mainly in lower two-thirds of unit. Mudstone,
pale-reddish-brown (1Q§_4/6), dominantly silty, some very
fine sandy; gradational with limestone; micaceous.
Sparse ripple marks, laminated. Forms slopes between
sandstone and limestone beds; poorly exposed. Silty
limestone, pale-red (10R 6/2), pale-reddish-brown (1OR 5/4),
and very light gray (N 8); weathers pale red (l0R 6/2); very
finely crystalline with abundant silt and common very
fine sand; very thin bedded; weathered surface finely
punctate. Unit forms irregular benches and slopeS.eeescssscsP4.5

19. Limestone (75 percent) and chert (25 percent).
Limestone, medium-olive-gray (5Y 5/1), weathers
olive gray (5Y 4/1) with spots of dark greenish
gray (5GY 4/1); very finely crystalline. Forms
dip-slope bench. Weathered surface finely punctate.
Sparse poorly preserved, unidentifiable fossils,
Chert, medium-dark-gray (N 4) and white (N 9); in
veins along joints and as irregular masses in
limestone. Unit is persistentececcscccscscsssscssscssosncscnecsled

18. Mudstone, moderate-reddish-orange (10R 6/6), similar

tO uﬂit 14.l.bloo..o..00.00.000.0.0'.0'000....0.00-.'0.00.00'06.0
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17. Sandstone (70 percent) and mudstone (30 percent).
Sandstone, white (N 9) and very light gray (N 8) with
rare moderate~reddish-brown (10R 4/6), very fine grained,
well-sorted; composed of subangular to subrounded clear
quartz and feldspar and greenish-black biotite with
common colored accessory minerals; firmly cemented,
calcareous. Obsurely cross stratified in trough sets
of very low angle thin cross laminae. Forms thin
conspicuous ledges-—~1.3 ft thick at base, 0.7 ft thick
in center, and 2 ft thick at top. Mudstone, moderate~
reddish~orange (10R 8/6), similar to mudstone in

unit 14000..l..l..lo........l.llQ.Q...Q.000--.0-00.0000.--.-00608

16. Mudstone (90 percent) and sandstone (10 percent).
Mudstone, moderate-reddish-brown (10R 4/6),
silty and very fine sandy; sparse to common mica;
very thin bedded; mostly poorly exposed. Sandstone,
similar to mudstone, very fine grained, SiltV.eesescesescaoceee3’e2

15. Sandstone (95 percent) and mudstone (5 percent).
Sandstone, pale-reddish-brown (10R 5/4) and light-
greenish~gray (5GY 8/1), weathers pale reddish brown
(10R 5/4), similar to unit 12. Forms prominent
cliff on pointeeceescescscscscssssnsscscssossssnssssssssseasanesslbs9

14. Mudstone (95 percent) and sandstone (5 percent).
Mudstone, moderate-reddish-orange (10R 6/6) and pale-
red (5R 6/2), slightly micaceous; poorly to firmly
cemented, calcareous; laminated and very thinly
bedded; forms steep slope. Sandstone, yellowish-
gray (5Y 8/1), very fine grained, silty; composed
of subangular quartz and feldspar; firmly cemented,
calcareous; very thin bedded; forms inconspicuous
thin ledges in MUdStoNEssesssevssssesscssssessescssssssncssssdel

13. Mudstone and fossiliferous limy siltstone (90 percent)
and sandstone (10 percent). Mudstone, pale-reddish-
brown (10R 5/4), silty and very fine sandy, commonly
micaceous, poorly to firmly cemented, calcareous,
laminated, poorly exposed. Limy siltstone contains
very poorly preserved fossil fragments, probably
crinoid stems; occurs as float about 35 ft above base.
Sandstone, moderate~reddish~orange (1Q§_6/6) and
grayish-~yellow (5Y 8/4), very fine grained and medium-
to coarse~-grained, fair to poorly sorted; composed
of clear quartz, clear and pink feldspar, green biotite,
rock fragments with abundant colored accessory
minerals; firmly cemented, calcareous; laminated and
thin bedded; forms conspicuous ledges at 44 to 47.5. ft and
at 63 to 66 ft; from 83 ft to top is a sandstone with
some mudstone, forming dip SlOpPEsssccsccessssscccscssssonsesl02.6

12. Sandstone (90 percent) and mudstone (10 percent).
Sandstone, grayish-red (10R 4/2), very pale orange
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(10YR 8/2), light-greenish-gray (10YR 8/1); weathers
pale reddish brown (10R 5/4) with a | few streaks of

dark yellowish orange (IOYR 6/6), medium to fine
grained, fair sorted; composed of subangular, clear
quartz and clear and pink feldspar with greenish-

black biotite and minor muscovite and kaolinite with
abundant colored accessory minerals; poor to fair
cemented, calcareous with some clay binding; laminated
and thin bedded, in part cross laminated with common
contorted laminations. Mudstone, pale-red (5R 6/2),
dominantly clayey; occurs as thin lenses and seams along
partings in sandstone. Unit as whole forms prominent
ledge on point and long irregular dip-slope bencheessssessess22.3

11. Mudstone (65 percent), sandstone (30 percent), and limy
siltstone (5 percent). Mudstone, pale-reddish-brown
(10R 5/4), silty and very fine micaceous, firmly
cemented, calcareous and clay binding; thin to thickly
laminated; forms slope between sandstone units.
Sandstone, pale-reddish-brown (10R 5/4) with pale-
greenish-gray (5G 8/1) blotches, fine to very fine
grained, fair-sorted; composed of clear quartz and
feldspar and greenish biotite; firmly cemented,
calcareous; laminated, irregularly interbedded with
mudstone. Limy siltstone, pale-reddish-brown
(10R 5/4), in part very fine sandy, micaceous; well
cemented; in very thin beds, weathering to nodular
fragments on dip slope. Abundant trace fossils in
sandstone in upper part Of UNit.cececccsscsscscscessnsscesnssnssb5.0

10. Sandstone (80 percent) and mudstone (20 percent).
Sandstone, light-greenish-gray (5G 8/1) and pale-
reddish-brown (10R 5/4), weathers pale reddish brown
(10R 5/4); fine to medium grained, fair sorted;
composed of subangular clear quartz and feldspar and
greenish-black biotite with common colored accessory
minerals; fair cemented, calcareous. Laminated in
bottom part, upper 9 ft structureless. Sandstone
occurs as ledge 3 ft thick at bottom and ledge 10.8 ft
thick at top and as thin beds of sandstone irregularly
intercalated in mudstone., Mudstone, pale~reddish-brown
(10R 5/4); weathers same with some spots of greenish
gray (5G 6/1); silty with abundant very fine mica
giving high luster to surface of laminae; well cemented,
CAlCArEOUSeessssssescesssasssssscannconsossosnssssoscsscssssesslled

9. Mudstone, dark-reddish-brown (10R 3/4); weathers moderate
reddish brown (10R 4/6); silty and micaceouos. Forms
slope. Poorly exposed. Unit may contain some thin beds
of reddish fine-grained sandStoONE€.sssessssscesessssssssssssssdbs?

8. Sandstone and conglomeratic sandstone, grayish-red

(5R 4/2) and pale-reddish-brown (10R 5/4) with
blotches of pale reddish orange (IOYR 8/2), medium-
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to coarse-grained and conglomeratic; poorly sorted;
composed of subangular clear quartz, clear pink and
weathered pale-orange feldspar, greenish biotite and
small rock fragments with abundant colored accessory
minerals. Pebbles dominantly 0.5 to 1.5 in. in
diameter; consist of igneous and metamorphic rocks
similar to those noted in unit 5; pebbles occur
irregularly in pockets throughout unit; poorly to
firmly cemented, calcareous. Cross—stratified in
medium~-scale trough sets of low-angle cross—laminae.
Forms irregular slope and dip—slope bencheesecssescscsccsssesel5.9

7. Mudstone (75 percent), sandstone (20 percent), limy silt-
stone (5 percent). Same as unit 6 but contains limy
siltstone, pale-red (1OR 6/2); weathers same or lighter;
very fine sandy with sparse medium grains of quartz, mica,
and feldspar; well cemented with fine to medium crystalline
calcite; weathered surface finely punctate; unidentifiable
small fragments possibly £0SS1i1Sueeessssesensssssscscenssnesedd0

6. Sandstone (70 percent) and mudstone (30 percent). Sand-
stone, pale-reddish-brown (1OR 5/4) with minor pale-
red-purple (5RP 6/2) and blotches of pale greenish
yellow (10Y 8/2), very fine grained and silty, fair
sorted; composed of angular clear quartz and feldspar
with common mica flakes; well cemented, very calcareous;
irregularly bedded. Forms two ledges 10 ft and 4 ft
thick separated by 8 ft of mudstone. Mudstone, moderate-
reddish-orange (10R 6/6), silty, firmly cemented, very
Calcareous, poorly exposed...................................22.0

5. Mudstone (80 percent) and sandstone (20 percent). Mudstone,
dark-reddish-brown (10R 3/4), silty and very micaceous;
thinly horizontally laminated. Forms slopes covered with
chips 0.5 in. across. Sandstone pale-red (1OR 6/2) and
grayish-red (10R 4/2) and pale-greenish-yellow (10Y 8/2),
fine- to medium-grained; composed of red-stained quartz
and feldspar and greenish-black biotite with abundant
colored accessory minerals; firmly cemented, calcareous;
cross-stratified in medium-scale trough sets of low-
angle cross laminae. Forms low irreglar ledge ranging
from about 1 to 6 ft thickeesessesscscsccccscscsssssssssssescébe?

4, Sandstone (90 percent), mudstone (7 percent), and
conglomerate (3 percent). Sandstone, pale-reddish-
brown (10R 5/4) and grayish-red (10R 4/2); weathers
same with common lighter streaks; coarse- and medium—
to fine grained, poorly sorted; composed of clear quartz,
clear and pink feldspar, greenish-black biotite minor
clear muscovite and rock fragments with common colored
accessory minerals; poorly to firmly cemented, calcareous
and clay binding. Abundant medium-scale trough sets of
cross laminae, cross laminae commonly contorted. Mud-
stone, moderate-brown (5YR 3/4) and dark-reddish-brown
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(10R 3/4), micaceous and fine sandy; occurs as irregular
lens about 2 ft thick in line of section in upper half

of unit; thickens northwestward. Conglomerate, moderate-
reddish-orange (10R 6/6); weathers moderate reddish

(10R 4/6); coarse-grained matrix similar to sandstone
described above. Pebbles dominantly about 1.5 in. but as
much as 3 in. in diameter, consist of pink granite, light-
gray aplite, clear and white quartz, white gneissic
granite, gray hornfels, schist, sandstone and well-
cemented, calcareous claystone. Occurs as irregular pods
and lenses up to 1 ft thick at base of unit. Unit as a
whole forms prominent double ledge with nick point at
mMudStone layeTresessssssssssssscssososnsssscssncsssssssonsssssdl,0

3. Mudstone (75 percent) and sandstone (25 percent) and
fossiliferous limestone. Mudstone, moderate-reddish-
brown (lOR 4/6) and grayish-red (5R 4/2), silty,
clayey and very fine sandy with abundant very fine
grained mica; poorly to firmly cemented, calcareous
and clay binding; forms slopes; poorly exposed. Sand-
stone, pale-red (1Q§_6/2); weathers pale reddish brown
(10R 5/4), medium grained, poor to fair sorted; in
thin beds, partly cross stratified grouped in isolated
lenses which form irregular ledges. Limestone, light-
olive-gray (5Y 6/1) to olive-gray (5Y 4/1), very
finely crystalline; contains common crinoid fragments;
weathered surface is very finely punctate; found only

as float..l.....l.............ll..........l..l...l........l..70.9

2. Sandstone, pale-grayish-red (5Y 5/2) and light-greenish-
gray (5G 8/1); weathers same and moderate greenish
yellow (10Y 7/2) and pale greenish yellow (10Y 8/2),
fine to medium grained, fair sorted; composed of clear
quartz, clear and pink feldspar, greenish-black biotite
and minor clear muscovite with common green, orange, and
black accessory minerals; firmly cemented, calcareous.
Irregularly bedded, partly horizontal and partly
cross stratified. Forms rough ledge and dip-slope

bench...l‘................l...C.........‘.l.l.................7.0

l. Mudstone (70 percent) and sandstone (30 percent). Mud-
stone, pale-red (5R 6/2) and grayish-red (1O0R 4/2);
common pale-olive (10Y 6/2) streaks in lower part,
dominantly silty near base and dominantly clayey near
top; poor to fair cemented, clay binding and cal-
careous cement; laminated; forms slope. Sandstone,
pale-red (10R 6/2) and grayish-red (10R 4/2)
with minor light greenish gray (5G 8/1), fine
grained to very fine grained and silty, fair sorted;
composed of angular white quartz, white and orange
feldspar, greenish-black biotite and clear muscovite
with abundant red, green, and black accessory minerals;
firmly cemented, calcareous, and clay binding; in thin
beds and thin sets of laminae in mudstone; forms prom-
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inent minor ledges. Contact between Cutler Formation

and Hermosa Formation is placed at top of a sparsely
fossiliferous marine limestone that forms a con-

spicuous and persistent hogback and dip=sSlop€eeessccoscscsesee2ba’

Total Cutler Formation. esessasl !48004

The dominant colors of the Cutler Formation are pale to dark reddish
brown and grayish red. Reddish-purple and dark reddish-brown coarse-grained
units are common in the lower part of the formation. Very pale orange, fine-
grained sandstone units are conspicuous because of their light color in the
upper part of the formation.

Conglomerate beds probably make up less than 2 percent of the formation
but they form prominent outcrops in the lower part of the Cutler. The pebbles
are as much as 3 inches in diameter, and consist of clear and white quartz,
pink granite, white gneissic granite, light-gray aplite, gray hornfels,gray
schist, sandstone, and claystone. Sandstone units range from silty, fine
grained to very coarse grained. All contain abundant feldspar and, except for
light-colored, fine-grained units in the upper part of the formation, most are
micaceous. Siltstone and mudstone make up more than half the formation and
commonly are darker and more micaceous than adjacent sandstone units,

Thin, discontinuous beds of gray and pale-red limestone, commonly less
than a foot thick, occur sparsely in the lower part of the formation. Most of
these limestone beds are sandy and silty, partly converted to gray and red
chert, and show no trace of fossils. A few isolated lenses of gray limestone
and limy siltstone mostly near the base of the formation contain marine
fossils.

The name Culter Formation in this report is also applied to a poorly
exposed sequence of red beds in South Mountain that in part is similar to the
Cutler Formation exposed along Big Indian Valley. Conglomerate and coarse-
grained sandstone, which are conspicuous in the Cutler outcrops of Big Indian
Valley, are not present in the South Mountain exposures. The mountain
sequence is more than 500 feet thick and consists mainly of reddish-and
yellowish—-gray, fine-grained arkosic and micaceous sandstone and micaceous
grayish-red siltstone with some red mudstone-pebble conglomerate and
yellowish—-brown, solution-pitted, unfossiliferous, very finely crystalline
linestone containing grains and chips of red mudstone. Possibly this sequence
contains unrecognized equivalents of the Moenkopi Formation of Triassic age or
of the Hermosa Formation of Pennsylvanian age.

Contacts

The basal contact of the Cutler Formation in the Lisbon Valley area is the
top of the highest persistent fossiliferous marine limestone of the Hermosa
Formation. Along the northeast side of Big Indian Valley this limestone is
commonly 2 to 4 feet thick and generally forms a short but conspicuous dip
slope. It contains scattered shell and crinoid stem fragments. Clastic beds
above and below this persistent limestone bed are much alike, and if the
persistent limestone beds of the Hermosa were lacking, the Cutler Formation
could not be readily differentiated from the upper part of the Hermosa.
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The basal part of the Cutler Formation contains a few thin fossiliferous
marine limestone and limy siltstone lenses. Most of these lenses are less
than a foot thick and less than 100 feet long. The lenses occur sporadically
and, although not confined to particular horizons, are mostly in the basal 100
feet of the Cutler. The highest fossiliferous marine limestone noted in the
field occurs about 300 feet above the base of the formation. Because of their
thinness and discontinuity, these limestone lenses in the lower part of the
Cutler are not easily confused with the top limestone bed of the Hermosa
Formation.

The base of the Cutler Formation is not exposed in the Ia Sal
Mountains. The formation is intruded by the diorite porphyry of South
Mountain.

The Cutler Formation is separated from the Chinle Formation by a regional
unconformity in the central part of the Lisbon Valley area and probably also
in the La Sal Mountains. 1In the subsurface of the western part of the area,
where the Cutler is overlain by the Moenkopi Formation, the contact is also
probably erosional.

Age

Most thin lenses of limestone in the lower part of the Cutler Formation
in the Lisbon Valley area are unfossiliferous or contain only a few broken
bits of shells and crinoid stems. About 300 feet above the base of the Cutler
Formation a fossiliferous limestone lens, less than 1 foot thick and only a
few hundred feet long, crops out about 1.2 miles northeast of Big Indian Rock
in SW1/4, sec. 18, T. 30 S., R. 25 E., San Juan County, Utah. This lens
yielded the following forms, identified by E. L. Yochelson (written commun.,
1960):

Juresania cf._gl nebrascensis (Owen)

Allorisma terminale (Hall) (abundant)

myalinid? pelecypod indet.

Aviculopecten sp. indet.

parallelodontid? pelecypod, indet.

Schizodus sp. indet.

Knightites (Retispira) cf. K. (R.) eximia Yochelson, (abundant)
moderately high-spired gastropda—bf. Yunnania

euomphalid gastropod, indet.

bone fragment, undet.

Yochelson compared this collection with earlier collections made near Moab by
Baker (1933) and McKnight (1940) and noted that the fauna resembles that of
their "Shafer limestone'" of the Rico Formation.

The Rico Formation is presently considered to be of Late Pennsylvanian
and Permian age. Fossil foraminifera from the Rico of the San Juan Mountains,
Colorado and from near Moab, Utah indicate a Late Pennsylvanian age (Henbest,
1948), although macrofossils from these areas have been interpreted as
possibly or probably Permian (Williams, J. S., 1949, p. 21-~24; Baker, 1933, p.
26; Baker, 1946, p. 35). In the subsurface about 25 miles west of Moab marine
limestone interstratified with red beds is reportedly of Wolfcampian (Permian)
are (Herman and Sharps, 1956, p. 82). The transitional facies of the Rico
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apparently rises in the time scale from its type area toward the west and
southwest (Henbest, 1948).

The Cutler Formation on the Colorado Plateau is regarded as Permian
largely on the basis of its stratigraphic position between Pennsylvanian-
Permian and Triassic units, for it has yielded few fossils. Because the
Cutler rests on the Hermosa Formation at its type locality on the San Juan
Mountains and at many localities along the front of the Uncompahgre uplift
(Herman and Sharps, 1956, p. 82), part of the Cutler in southwestern Colorado
and southwestern Utah has long been recognized as possibly Pennsylvanian,
Fossil vertebrates collected from the Cutler Formation near Placerville,
Colo., just north of the San Juan Mountains, indicate that the formation is
either very Early Permian or latest Pennsylvanian (A. S. Romer and G. E.
Lewls, quoted by Bush and others, 1959, p. 313). Fossil plants collected from
the Cutler in Indian Creek Valley about 6 miles west of the Lisbon Valley
area, also suggest either a Pennsylvanian or Permian age (Baker, 1933,

p. 33). Fossil plants and fragmental vertebrate remains collected from the
upper part of the Cutler in Monument Valley near the Arizona-Utah line were
determined as Permian in age (Baker, 1936, p. 35). The red beds of the Cutler
in the Lisbon Valley area contain only a few pieces of silicified wood and
very sparse bone fragments. Because the Cutler of the Lisbon Valley area
rests conformably on Upper Pennsylvanian limestone and contains beds probably
equivalent to the Rico Formation of the Moab district, the Cutler Formation of
the Lisbon Valley area perhaps contains the Permian-Pennsylvanian time
surface, but it seems reasonable to infer that most of the red bed sequence
above the highest limestone lens in the section in Early Permian in age.

Regional stratigraphic relations

Rico Formation

The regional stratigraphy and age determination of the Cutler Formation
of Lisbon Valley involve the stratigraphy of the Hermosa and Rico Formations.
The possibility that the Rico 1is represented in large part by what is called
Hermosa Formation in the Lisbon Valley area has been previously mentioned.
Here it is appropriate to discuss the definition, regional stratigraphy and
fossil content of the Rico, for though this formation is not recognized in the
Lisbon Valley area, outcropping beds both to the east (Cater, 1955b; Withington,
1955) and to the west (Baker, 1933) have been assigned to the Rico Formation.

The Rico Formation consist In its type area of the Rico Mountains in
southwestern Colorado of about 300 feet of dull-red sandstone and conglomerate
and minor amounts of interbedded shale and sandy fossiliferous marine lime-
stone (Cross and Spencer, 1900; Cross and Ransome, 1905). The formation is a
transitional unit between the dominantly marine Hermosa and the continental
Cutler, but lithologically the Rico more closely resembles the Cutler than the
Hermosa. The base of the formation was designated as the top of the highest
limestone that contains Hermosa faunas, which are composed mainly of brachio-
pods in contrast to Rico faunas that contain a relatively larger proportion of
pelecypods. The top of the formation was defined as the highest fossiliferous
limestone in the dominantly red bed sequence. In and near the type area
exposures are poor and the occurrence of fossils sporadic, so that the upper
contact of the Rico is admittedly of only local significance and does not mark
an otherwise recognizable lithologic or stratigraphic break. Despite diffi-
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culties in defining consistently the contacts of the Rico, the formation is
said to be a readily recognizable lithologic unit near the type area and to be
valuable in working out details of structure (Eckel, 1949, p. 13).

About 20 miles east of the Lisbon Valley area Cater (1955b) mapped a
sequence of beds, which overlie fossiliferous marine limestone and thin shale
beds of the Hermosa Formation, as "Cutler and Rico Formations undivided". The
lower part of this sequence consists of alternating beds of marine limestone
and arkosic material, lithologically similar to the Rico Formation of the San
Juan Mountains; the upper part consists of red and maroon arkosic sandstone
and conglomerate and reddish-brown sandy mudstone and corresponds litholog-
ically and in stratigraphic position to the Cutler Formation.

About 12 to 20 miles west of the Lisbon Valley area along the Colorado
River, Baker (1933) applied the name "Rico Formation" to a sequence of
coarse-grained to conglomeratic arkosic sandstone, red to lavender shale, and
several thin layers of limestone. The basal contact is placed at the base of
a limestone containing a Rico fauna characterized by an abundance of pelecy-
pods in contrast to the brachiopod fauna of the underlying Hermosa (Baker,
1933, p. 25-26). Baker mapped the upper contact of the Rico as the top of the
"Shafer limestone" of local usage, which over a large part of the Moab dis—-
trict is the highest marine limestone in the section. This limestone bed
pinches out near Moab, and northeast of Moab the Rico Formation is not recog-
nized, because the equivalent clastic beds are indistinguishable from the
Cutler formation (Dane, 1935, p. 35). In other parts of the Moab district
other marine limestone beds, more than 120 feet apart and lying both below and
above the horizon of the "Shafer limestone", are the highest fossiliferous
units in the section and mark the local top of the Rico. Generally, the
limestones of the upper Rico increase in prominence toward the southwest
(McKnight, 1940, p. 27).

In summary, the Rico Formation has been long recognized on the Colorado
Plateau and its type area as a unit lithologically transitional between the
Hermosa and Cutler Formations but having generally a closer resemblance to the
Cutler. The base of the formation has frequently been placed at a faunal
break in the fossiliferous limestone beds, though Williams, J. S., (1949,

P. 24) minimized the importance of this break and reported that in the San
Juan Mountains faunas of so—-called Hermosa aspect have been collected above
faunas of so-called Rico aspect. The upper contact of the Rico at the top of
the highest fossiliferous limestone differs from locality to locality.

The Rico formation is not recognized in the Lisbon Valley area, because
no major faunal or lithologic break was detected in the fossiliferous lime-
stone sequence that was mapped as the Hermosa Formation, and the marine lime-
stone beds in the lower part of the Cutler were too few and too discontinuous
to warrant subdivision. The red bed sequence containing the limestone lenses,
however, probably correlates with the Rico Formation of the Moab district.

Cutler Formation

The Cutler Formation at its type locality on Cutler Creek near Ouray in
the San Juan Mountains, Colorado, is a red-bed sequence consisting mainly of
coarse-grained sandstone and conglomerate and some shale (Cross and Howe,
1905). It retains this conglomeratic character throughout southwestern
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Colorado and into part of southeastern Utah. Farther west in most of south-
eastern Utah and in northern New Mexico and Arizona the Cutler is finer grained
and made up of red beds alternating and interfingering with light-colored cross-
bedded sandstone (Baker and Reeside, 1929) and is divided into as many as

seven members (Stewart and others, 1959, p. 495-496; Kunkel, 1958).

In the southern part of the Moab district near the southwest corner of
the Lisbon Valley area, Baker (1933, p. 32; 1946, p. 43) divided the Cutler
Formation into two members, in ascending order, the Cedar Mesa Sandstone
Member, consisting mostly of light-colored cross—bedded sandstone, and the
Organ Rock Tongue, consisting mainly of red siltstone and fine-—-grained
sandstone. These members cannot be recognized in the northern part of the
Moab district or in the Lisbon Valley area, where the Cutler is much like the
conglomeratic facies of the formation at its type locality. Some light-
colored cross—bedded and massive sandstone in the upper part of the Cutler of
the Lisbon Valley area strongly resembles beds characteristic of the Cedar
Mesa Member, and some sequences of fine-grained sandstone and siltstone are
much like the Organ Rock Tongue.

Triassic system
Lower and Middle (?) Triassic series

Moenkopi Formation

Distribution and thickness

The Moenkopi Formation is exposed only in Hatch Wash and Kane Springs
Canyon at the western edge of the Lisbon Valley area. It is missing in the
Big Indian Valley, Three Step Hill, and the South Mountain outcrops of
Triassic rocks. These localities are probably near the eastern edge of the
Moenkopi; if the formation was deposited here, it was removed during pre-
Chinle erosion. Possibly it is present in the subsurface in the Lisbon Valley
are, for reddish-brown shale and interbedded sandstone from drill-holes
southwest of Big Indian Valley have been tentatively identified as Moenkopi
(Lekas and Dahl, 1956, p. 161; Anon., 1960). Similar rocks, however, occur
within the Cutler Formation of Permian age.

The maximum exposure of the Moenkopi Formation in the area is about 100
feet in Hatch Wash. In the nearest exposures of the complete formation in the
valley of Indian Creek and in Lockhart Canyon, about 10 miles west of the
Lisbon Valley area, the Moenkopi is about 200 feet thick (Stewart and others,
1959, fig. 71).

Lithology

The exposed part of the Moenkopi formation in the Lisbon Valley area
consists of grayish-red and minor moderate-reddish-brown, thin-bedded, fine-
grained rocks that range from clayey mudstone to silty, very fine grained
sandstone. The rocks are horizontally stratified in units generally only a
few inches thick. Most bedding planes have a distinct sheen owing to the
presence of finely divided mica flakes. Ripple marks, mudcracks, and veinlets
of silty sandstone in mudstone units are common sedimentary structures. The
Moenkopi Formation is less resistant than the overlying Chinle Formation and
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commonly forms a recess and a steep slope beneath the coarse-grained rocks at
the base of the Chinle.

Contacts

The contact between the Moenkopi Formation and the underlying Cutler
Formation is not exposed within the Lisbon Valley area. In nearby areas this
contact in places is erosional but commonly it is difficult to recognize,
because the formations are lithologically similar and concordant (Shoemaker
and Newman, 1959, p. 1837; Stewart, 1959, p. 1862, 1965).

The upper contact of the Moenkopi Formation is a regional unconformity.
The contact is emphasized by the color contrast between the brown, fine-
grained rocks of the Moenkopl and the gray, coarser grained rocks of the basal
Chinle, and in most places by conspicuous scours and discordance of beds.

Age and stratigraphic relations

The Moenkopl Formation, named for exposures at the mouth of Moenkopi Wash
in northeastern Arizona (Ward, 1901), extends over most of the Colorado
Plateau. It thins eastward from a maximum thickness of more than 2,000 feet
in southwestern Utah (McKee, 1954, p. 5-10). Marine fossils from limestone
beds mainly in southwestern and central Utah and vertebrate remains from red
beds mainly in northeastern Arizona indicate that the Moenkopi Formation over
most of the Colorado Plateau 1is probably of Early and Middle Triassic age
(McKee, 1954, p. 10-11, 67-75).

The distribution of the Moenkopi in the salt anticline region, which
includes the Lisbon Valley area, has been likened to that of a blanket of
irregular thickness with several large holes in it, due to erosion prior to
deposition of the Chinle or to nondeposition (Shoemaker and Newman, 1959, p.
1837). The formation is well exposed to the west and locally to the north and
northeast of the Lisbon Valley area; it probably pinches out in the subsurface
east of the area in southwestern Colorado.

The Moenkopi formation in and near the salt anticline region has yielded
few fossils, but a poorly preserved ammonite, probably the Early Triassic
genus Meekoceras, has been found in limestone beds in the Salt Valley
anticline (Dane, 1935, p. 43; Shoemaker and Newman, 1959, p. 1849) and on the
Green River (McKnight, 1940, p. 57-58). Shoemaker and Newman (1959, p. 1849-
1850) conclude that most of the Moenkopi Formation in the salt anticline
region of Colorado and Utah is probably older than the Moenkopi of the type
section, although the uppermost beds in this region may be as young as Middle
Triassic. The Moenkopi near the Lisbon Valley area is considered to be of
Triassic(?) and Early and Middle(?) Triassic age (Stewart, 1959, p. 1854).

The Moenkopi Formation over much of the Colorado Plateau is a combination
of marine and continental sediments. The Moenkopl in and near the Lisbon
Valley area is probably entirely continental. Sedimentary structures such as
ripple marks, mud cracks, raindrop impressions, and casts of salt cubes
indicate that the even-bedded, fine-grained red rocks of the Moenkopl were
probably laid down on broad flood plains and tidal flats (McKnight, 1940, p.
58-60; McKee, 1954).
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Upper Triassic series

Chinle Formation

Distribution and thickness

The Chinle Formation is exposed in the central, western, and northeastern
parts of the Lisbon Valley area. The principal outcrops are on the southwest
flank of the Lisbon Valley anticline extending from Big Indian Valley to Lower
Lisbon Valley. The Chinle also crops out near the west edge of the area in
the deep canyons of Hart Draw and Hatch Wash and in Kane Springs Canyon. In
the La Sal Mountains the formation is poorly exposed for several miles on the
southwest side of South Mountain and in Gold Basin. In all these areas of
outcrop most of the Chinle generally forms a fairly steep slope interrupted by
minor ledges and benches.

The thickness of the Chinle Formation in the western and central parts of
the area averages about 400 and 450 feet. Drill-hole data from the central
part of the area indicate that the buried Chinle ranges from about 340 and 480
feet in thickness (Lekas and Dahl, 1956, p. 163). Departures from the average
are probably related to the variable deepness of scours at the base of the
formation and to irregular internal thinning on the flanks of the Lisbon
Valley salt anticline. The formation is thickest in the La Sal Mountains
where in Lackey Basin it attains an estimated thickness of 600 feet.

In most of the Lisbon Valley area the Chinle Formation is divisible into
two units. The lower unit in the central and western parts of the area is
assigned to the Moss Back Member of the Chinle Formation. The Moss Back is a
relatively thin but persistent unit characterized by gray, coarse-—grained
sediments. The basal member of the Chinle in the La Sal Mountains is an
unnamed pebbly quartz grit, probably younger than the Moss Back Member. The
upper part of the Chinle throughout the area is assigned to the Church Rock
Member. It is characterized by reddish fine-grained sediments and constitutes
the bulk of the formation in the Lisbon Valley area. Assignment of the lower
and upper parts of the Chinle Formation of the Lisbon Valley area to the Moss
Back and Church Rock Members is based largely on work published by Stewart
(1957; Stewart and others 1959, p. 512-515, 517-520) but subsequently Stewart
and others (1972, p. 31, 42) have cautioned that the affinity of these units
in and near the Lisbon valley area to the type sections of the Moss Back and
Church Rock may be questioned.

The section given below illustrates the general aspect of the formation
in the central and western part of the area where it is divisible into the
Moss Back and Church Rock Members. Comparison of this section with sections
published by Shawe and others (1968; p. A29-A32) shows that the lithologic
character of the Chinle in the central part of the Lisbon Valley area persists
southeasterly into the Slick Rock district of southwestern Colorado. The
following section, measured with Abney level and tape by G. W. Weir assisted
by W. H. Starrett in 1953, was described from outcrops along ridges about 0.3
mile northeast of Little Valley. It is a continuation of the section in which
the Cutler Formation was described on page 62.
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Section of chinle Formation, measured in secs. 29, 31, T. 30 S., R. 25 E.,

San Juan County, Utah

Thickness
(feet)

Wingate Sandtone (incomplete):

13. Sandstone, grayish-orange (10YR 7/4); weathers
moderate reddish orange (10R 6/6), fine grained,
composed of subangular quartz and feldspar(?)
and abundant black accessory minerals; basal few
feet contains laminae of coarse grains; of clear
quartz and dark-gray chert; well cemented,
noncalcareous; moderate-scale low-—angle trough
cross stratification in part, some irregular
horizontal bedding; fine-grained sandstone of
mud-crack fillings extends several inches into
siltstone of the Chinle; forms vertical cliff; only
basal few feet examined; not measuredecsesescescccscssscsscscssse

12. Siltstone (80 percent) and sandstone (20 percent).
Siltstone, pale-reddish-brown (10R 5/4); abundant
very fine flakes of mica; poorly cemented, partly
calcareous; finely cross laminated in part, ripple
marks and small contortions common; outcrop yields
small chips; veinlets of calcite common in siltstone
in top few feet; locally bleached to light greenish
gray in top 6 in., especially around mud-crack
fillings of Wingate Sandstone. Sandstone, moderate-
reddish-orange (lOR 6/6) and light-greenish-gray
(5G 6/1); weathers moderate reddish brown (1OR 4/6)
with minor light greenish gray (5G 6/1), very fine
grained and silty, composed of amber-stained quartz,
feldspar(?) and white mica; firmly cemented, calcareous
mostly horizontally laminated, in part cross laminated;
forms discontinuous ledges, as much as 1.5 ft thick,
mostly in upper half of unit. Whole unit forms steep
rubbly slope with minor ledgeSssseeveesccoscssnsssssssassnsseh/e2

11. Mudstone (30 percent), sandstone (60 percent), and con-
lomerate (10 percent). Mudstone, grades to sandstone,
pale-reddish-brown and pale-greenish-yellow (10Y 8/2);
clayey to silty; contains abundant very fine to medium
grains of quartz, claystone, and mica flakes; firmly
cemented, calcareous; forms slope; mostly in upper half
of unit. Sandstone, calcitic, pale-red (5R 6/2);
weathers reddish brown (10R 5/4) with blotches of very
pale green (10G 8/2), very fine grained, well cemented;
in low-angle cross laminae; mud cracks and trace
fossils abundant; forms ledges; most abundant in
lower two-thirds of unit. Sandstone bed about 2 ft
thick forms top of unit. Conglomerate, light-greenish-
gray (5GY 8/1) and pale-reddish-brown (10R 5/4);
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weathers moderate reddish orange (10R 6/6); pebbles,

5 to 50 mm in diameter, composed of claystone, gray

and brown chert and quartzite; matrix is fine to very

fine grained quartz sandstone grading to mudstone,

forms rough spheroidal-weathering ledges; restricted to
lower half of unit. Pods of crystalline calcite 1 to

4 in. across, in both conglomerate and reddish sand-
stone. Lower half of unit forms rough vertical cliff;
upper half forms a sloping bench and steep earthy slope.
Lithology and topographic expression change along strike.
Abundant well-preserved fossil fish in sandstone in roof
of small overhang about 25 ft above base of unit; fossil
phytosaur(?) teeth scattered in sandstone and conglomerate
beds in lower part of unit; silicified wood fragments
common in upper part Of Uniteeecececsscscsccccccssscsconnseees?9.8

10, Mudstone (60 percent), conglomerate (10 percent),
and sandstone (30 percent). Mudstone, pale-reddish-
brown (10R 5/4); contains fine to medium grains of
quartz and rare clay pebbles up to 4 mm diameter, poorly
cemented, calcareous. Conglomerate, pale~reddish-brown
(10R 5/4); weathers same and light greenish gray (5 GY 8/1);
contains granules and pebbles of chert and claystone up to
5 mm diameter, matrix is medium— to coarse—grained sandstone
and calcareous mudstone; well cemented, very calcareous;
forms beds 3 to 12 in. thick in middle part of unit. Sand-
stone, moderate-reddish—-orange (1Q§_6/6), weathers same and
light greenish gray (5G 8/1); fine grained and silty; com-—
posed of quartz, rare white mica; firmly cemented, calcareous
clay binding; horizontal thin beds; ripple marks common.
Unit forms rubble-covered slope; in part poorly exposed.
Fossil phytosaur(?) tooth noted in conglomerate..ssecsecsecssssI3.3

9., Mudstone (60 percent), sandstone (30 percent), and limestone
(10 percent). Mudstone, pale-red (5R 6/2) and light-
olive--gray (5Y 6/1); contains very fine grains of
quartz; forms gentle to steep slope; poorly exposed.
Sandstone, pale~red (5_5_6/2) and light-greenish-
gray (5 GY 8/1), fine to very fine grained and silty,
poorly sorted; composed of quartz, feldspar(?) and
muscovite with abundant orange and black accessory
minerals, firmly cemented, calcareous; in horizontal
beds less than 12 in. thick; cuspate ripple marks
common; outcrop yields platy fragments; forms
minor ledges. Limestone, pale-yellowish—~orange
(10YR 8/6) and light-greenish-gray (5GY 8/1),
medium crystalline; contains coarse grains and
granules of quartz and feldspar and pebbles, and
as much as 10 mm diameter, of chert and claystone.

Unit poorly exXpoSedeccceccsccssocscnsssssnsescsctssssscscsnese’le?

8. Siltstome (70 percent), and sandstone (30 percent).

Siltstone, pale-red (lOR 5/4); contains very fine
grains of quartz, chert, and muscovite; poorly
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cemented, calcareous; forms earthy slope. Sandstone

pale-red (10R 6/2) and light-gray (N 7); weathers

pale reddish brown (10R 5/4), fine to very fine

grained, fairsorted; composed of amber-stained

quartz, feldspar, green chert and muscovite and

abundant black accessory minerals; firmly cemented;

in low-angle cross beds; forms ledges as much as

about 3 ft thick. Unit forms steep earthy slope

with minor ledgeSeesesssscceceescccssesssssnsssssscersssnssest2.8

7. Conglomerate (50 percent), and sandstone (50 percent).
Conglomerate, medium-light-gray (N 6); weathers
moderate yellowish brown (10YR 5/4); irregular
spheroidal to discoidal pebbles, as much as 2 cm
in diameter, of mudstone, laminated siltstone, and
sandy limestone; matrix poorly sorted very coarse to
medium-grained sandstone, composed of gray chert,
quartz, feldspar, and muscovite; firmly cemented;
calcareous; stratification obscure; calcified wood
common; mostly in lower part of unit. Sandstone,
light-greenish-gray (5GY 8/1); weathers grayish orange
(10YR 7/4); fine grained, fair sorted; composed of
angular quartz, colored chert, and muscovite and
abundant black and colored accessory minerals; firmly
cemented, calcareous; horizontal thin bedding and
low-angle crossbedding; platy to flaggy splitting;
outcrop of top sandstone beds yield irregular small
chips. Unit forms ledge with bench developed on
top; pinches out in red siltstone a few hundred feet
southeast of Section..........................................7.0

6. Sandy mudstone grading to silty sandstone, grayish-
yellow-green (5GY 7/2) to dark-greenish-gray (5GY 4/1),
composed of clay, silt and very fine grains of quartz,
feldspar(?), white mica, and dark mica or carbonaceous
specks; poorly cemented, calcareous; weathers to form
fluffy earthy slope; poorly expoSedscsssssssssssssssssesssoessl2beb

5. Sandstone (95 percent), and conglomerate (5 percent).
Sandstone, pale-olive (10Y 6/2) and light-olive-gray
(5 Y 6/1), fine~ to medium-grained, poorly sorted;
composed of quartz, feldspar, chert, and white mica
and abundant black accessory minerals and carbonaceous
flakes; firmly cemented, calcareous clay binding; in
horizontal laminae and low-angle cross laminae.
Conglomerate similar to sandstone except contains
pebbles, as much as 8 mm diameter, of claystone and
chert; most abundant at base of unit. Unit forms
vertical cliff with a few thin ledges at tOPeecscecessssssssssl0.0

4, Sandstone (25 percent), conglomerate (5 percent), mudstone
(40 percent), and siltstone (30 percent). Sandstone,
light-greenish-gray (5GY 8/1); weathers grayish orange
(1QZ§_7/4); fine to medium grained fair sorted; com-
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posed of quartz and feldspar and abundant black accessory
minerals; firmly cemented, calcareous; horizontally
laminated; platy to flaggy splitting; moderately
resistant, forms thin ledges in lower half of unit.
Conglomerate, light-gray (N 7) and grayish-orange
(10YR 7/4), weathers very pale orange (10YR 8/2);
contains well-rounded pebbles and granulég-bf clay-
stone and chert; matrix is sandy mudstone; firmly
cemented, calcareous; forms thin rough ledges in
lower one—quarter of unit. Mudstone, clayey, pale-
olive (1QX_6/2), nonresistant; contains mica flakes

as much as 0.5 mm diameter; outcrop yields thin,

small chips; forms bench and earthy slope; mostly

in lower two-thirds of unit. Siltstone, grayish-

red (10R 4/2), abundant very fine to fine grains of
quartz; weakly cemented, calcareous; ripple marked

in part; outcrop yields small chips; forms steep
slope; most abundant in upper third of unit. Lower-
most third of unit forms steep slope and narrow bench;
upper two-thirds of unit forms shaly slope. Member
contact placed at base of lowest mudstone unit with
common reddish COLlOTrSesessessssssssssscesesscsacsssscnnsonssed/ed

Total Church Rock Membereesesees 35603

Moss Back Member:

3. Sandstone, yellowish-gray (5Y 8/1), fine-grained, fair-
sorted; weathers grayish orange (10YR 7/4); composed of
subangular quartz, feldspar, orange clay and dark mica
and abundant black accessory minerals; well cemented,
calcareous; in horizontal laminae and low-angle cross
laminae; forms prominent cliffecseccecssscccvcccecssoscnsnnsseede

2. Mudstone (90 percent), and sandstone (10 percent). Mud-
stone, silty, medium-dark-gray (N 4), poorly cemented,
calcareous. Sandstone, pale—olive (10Y 6/2), very fine
grained and silty, micaceous, poorly cemented, cal-
careous; small-scale cross lamination and ripple marks
common; abundant small limonite specks. Unit forms
shaly slope between two resistant unitSeceesescescccccceanceeaslbe?

l. Conglomerate (60 percent) and sandstone (40 percent).
Conglomerate, very light gray (N 8) to light-gray (N 7);
pebbles as much as 40 mm diameter, average about 8 mm
diameter; consist of rounded, irregularly shaped claystone
and quartz and chert; matrix is fine- to medium-grained
silty sandstone; firmly cemented, very calcareous;
crystal faces of calcite common; irregularly stratified,
partly cross bedded; clay pebbles weather out leaving
pits in the rock face. Sandstone, same colors as
conglomerate, coarse— to medium-grained, poor-sorted;
composed of quartz, feldspar, dark-colored chert, light-
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orange clay flakes and with interstitial light-orange
clay as common; firmly cemented, calcareous and clay
binding; mostly in low-angle cross laminae, but at

top of unit in horizontal thin beds; mostly in upper
part of unit. Carbonaceous flakes abundant throughout
unit. Unit thins south of section and possibly
pinches out, Basal contact is irregular with chanmnels
having local relief of about 1 ft, an unconformity
with an angular discordance about 3° between basal
beds of Chinle Formation and upper beds of

Cutler Formationsesesscsessscsesssssscsssssssssssscssnssssssslle’

Total Moss Back Member.eeseseee39.1

S

Total Chinle Formationeeseesss395.

Lithology
Moss Back member

The Moss Back Member of the Chinle Formation consists chiefly of light-
colored sandstone and conglomerate and minor interbedded greenish-gray
mudstone. Proportions of the different lithologic types may vary greatly in
short distances along the outcrop between Big Indian and Lower Lisbon
Valleys. Locally as near lower Lisbon Valley, the sandstone and conglomerate
lens out so that gray mudstone and siltstone are dominant., The member
weathers to form a prominent cliff or series of ledges. Its grayish color
contrasts strongly with the dominantly reddish hues of the underlying and
overlying rocks.

The coarse-grained rocks of the Moss Back range from silty fine-grained
sandstone to cobble conglomerate, Sand grains consist of clear quartz, gray
chert, pink and clear feldspar, grayish-yellow and gray calcareous siltstone
and limestone, and clear and black mica. Pebbles and cobbles consist mainly
of clear quartz, gray chert and yellowish-gray limy mudstone. The most
abundant rock of the Moss Back Member is pinkish-gray, poor- to fair-sorted,
fine~ to medium-grained sandstone composed chiefly of subangular quartz and
feldspar., Most of the sandstone units in the Moss Back are feldspathic and
many are arkoses, Some units, however, are nearly barren of feldspar and are
made up almost entirely either of quartz or of calcareous siltstone and
limestone. The units made up mostly of quartz tend to be fine grained and
micaceous; those made up of calcareous siltstone and limestone are frequently
coarse grained and pebbly. Carbonaceous material occurs spordically in both
types of sandstone. Interstitial clay and silt are abundant and are similar
to the material making up the interstratified mudstone.

The clay content of samples of the Moss Back Member from the section near
Little Valley, described on pages 100-110, and from outcrops near the lLa Sal
uranium mine near Big Indian Valley was studied by Schultz (1963, pl. 3, secs.
30 and 24). Illite makes up about 50 percent of the clay minerals in the
outcrop samples. Other clay minerals present in various proportions are
mixed-layer illite, mixed-layer illite-montmorillonite, mixed-layer chlorite
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and chlorite. This assemblage of clay minerals differs from that character-
istic of the Moss Back Member in having no kaolin and more chlorite. The
chlorite, Schultz (1963, p. C 36) noted, is characteristic of the member in
its eastern area of outcrop, which includes the Moss Back exposures near
Little Valley. Some of the sandstone and siltstone in the Moss Back of the
Lisbon Valley area is tuffaceous. The volcanic material is altered rhyolite
tuff, perhaps mixed with altered latitic tuff (Schultz, 1963, p. C 63; pl. 3,
secs. 24, 25, 30).

At many localities several varieties of sandstone are interstratified in
both broad sheet-like beds and small lenses. Commonly the varieties
intergrade, but layers of calcareous grains are more or less discrete. Local
variations in composition and bedding are common. Thus, near the head of Big
Indian Wash the sandstone of the Moss Back Member is coalesced into a single
fairly uniform bed of fine~ to medium-grained arkose; near southern Lisbon
Valley thin lenses of quartzose sandstone and conglomerate interstratified in
mudstone are the characteristic lithology. Much sandstone is cross-stratified
in small- to medium-scale, thin trough sets of low-angle cross—laminae. 1In
the Lisbon Valley area and adjoining areas the cross strata of the Moss Back
dip mainly to the northwest (Poole and Williams, 1956, fig. 50B). Many of the
sandstone units are made up of irregularly lensing, horizontal beds.

Mudstone in the Moss Back Member ranges from claystone to very sandy
siltstone but is chiefly siltstone. The mudstone is grayish-green except for
a few patches of grayish red, found near the top of the member. Coalified
plant debris is locally common in mudstone and is especially abundant in
mudstone overlying sandstone near the top of the member., At most localities
nudstone is interstratified throughout the Moss Back in thin lenticles and
broad irregular lenses but it is most abundant in the upper half of the
member.

The Moss Back Member of the Chinle Formation ranges between 30 and 50
feet in thickness over most of the area. It reaches a maximum thickness of
about 90 feet in Kane Springs Canyon where, however, it may include some beds
younger than typical Moss Back (Stewart and others, 1972, p. 31). Regional
studies indicate that the northeast 1limit of the Moss Back Member lies a few
miles northeast of Lisbon Valley (Stewart and others, 1959, fig. 77). Varia-
tions in the thickness of the Moss Back Member in the Lisbon Valley area are
in part related to minor scouring at the base of the Chinle Formation. Most
of the variation, however, is related to differences in placing the upper
contact of the member which separates gray, dominantly coarse-grained rocks
from reddish, dominantly fine-grained rocks. Lateral changes in grain size
and color are frequent and abrupt and may result in differences in placing the
upper contact of as much as 10 feet in 100 feet along strike. The upper
contact is especially ill-defined and variable locally near Lower Lisbon
Valley where the Moss Back is made up mostly of fine-grained rocks which
differ chiefly by their gray color from the overlying reddish Church Rock
Member.

The Moss Back Member is the main uranium ore-bearing unit in the Lisbon

Valley area. Some lithologic features that bear on the mineralization are
discussed in the descriptions of the ore deposits.
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Lower part of the Chinle Formation in the la Sal Mountains

A pebbly quartz grit marks the base of the Chinle in the la Sal
Mountains, This unit is persistent, although poorly exposed, on the southwest
side of South Mountain and was traced from near Lackey Basin to the head of
Pole Canyon. It is commonly 20 to 50 feet thick, and reaches a maximum thick-
ness of about 85 feet near Lackey Creek. About half the unit consists of
cross—bedded, light-brown to grayish-orange and patchy purplish-red, pebbly
quartz grit. The matrix consists of subangular to angular, medium— and
coarse-grained, clear quartz and minor clear feldspar. The larger clasts are
as much as 1.5 inches in diameter and consist of rounded pinkish-gray quartz
pebbles and a few subangular light-gray and grayish-red mudstone chips.

Pebbly grit is less common in the top part of the unit which is mostly cross-
bedded, medium-grained sandstone and red mudstone. The unit as a whole
weathers red.

The basal unit of the Chinle in the Ia Sal Mountains differs from the
overlying part of the formation mainly in sandstone content. The red color of
this basal unit contrasts with the grayish-green of the Moss Back Member of
the western and central parts of the Lisbon Valley area. Pebbly quartz grit
characteristic of the basal Chinle in the mountains is uncommon in the Moss
Back Member. Because of these differences in color and composition the lower
part of the Chinle Formation in the la Sal Mountains is not equated with the
Moss Back Member, but is recognized as an unnamed member probably of small
extent and probably stratigraphically higher in the Chinle Formation than the
Moss Back of Lisbon and Big Indian Valleys.

The possibility that this unit contained a part of the Moenkopi was
expressed in preliminary maps covering part of the la Sal Mountains (Weir and
Puffett, 1960a; Weir, Dodson, and Puffett, 1960). The pebbly quartz grit and
overlying fine-grained red beds were mapped as a single unit labelled "Chinle
Formation and Moenkopi Formation(?) undifferentiated."” No subdivision of the
grit was recognized; thus, probably all of the unit should be assigned either
to the Chinle or to the Moenkopi. As a result of further study of the
Moenkopi and Chinle Formations in outcrops west, north, and east of the la Sal
Mountains we conclude that the pebbly quartz grit of South Mountain is a part
of the Chinle Formation.

Church Rock member

The Church Rock Member consists mainly of grayish-red and reddish-brown
mudstone and lesser amounts of reddish sandstone and mudstone-pebble conglom-
erate. Most of the mudstone is impure siltstone that locally grades to fine-
grained sandstone; some mudstone is very clayey. Many mudstone units show a
faint horizontal stratification but most appear structureless. Contorted
bedding is common near the base and top of the member. Small yellowish-gray
and reddish-gray limy concretions only a few inches in diameter are common in
mudstone. The mudstone units form steep slopes littered with small angular
fragments.

Sandstone and conglomerate are pale red or yellowish gray and commonly
weather reddish brown. The sandstone ranges from silty and very fine grained
to coarse grained but is dominantly fine grained. They are composed chiefly
of subangular quartz and chert and lesser amounts of feldspar and mica and
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variable amounts of mudstone grains. The conglomeratic beds are made up of
irregular granules, pebbles and cobbles of yellowish-gray and reddish-gray,
limy mudstone in a medium~ to coarse-grained sandstone matrix. The sandstone
and conglomerate are interstratified in thin to thick irregular beds that
coalesce into discontinuous lenses. Such lenses are scattered throughout the
Church Rock but are most common near the base of the upper third of the
member.,

Schultz (1963, pl. 3, sec. 30) studied the clay content of samples of
sandstone and siltstone of the Church Rock Member of the Chinle in the section
exposed near Little Valley which is described on pages 100-110. The dominant
mineral is illite, which generally makes up more than 50 percent of the clay
minerals in the samples. Other clay minerals present in varying proportion
are kaolinite, mixed-layer illite, mixed—-layer illite-montmorillonite, mixed-
layer chlorite, and chlorite.

Limestone is scarce in the Chinle, but a few beds less than a foot thick
are interstratified sporadically in mudstone of the Church Rock Member along
the outcrop between Big Indian and Lower Lisbon Valleys. The limestone is
unfossiliferous, gray or grayish-orange, and it ranges from microcrystalline
to medium crystalline. Most limestone beds are sandy and contain small
flattened pellets of mudstone.

Contacts
Lower contact

The contact at the base of the Chinle Formation is a major unconformity
of regional extent., The unconformable nature of this contact is clearest in
the central part of the area near Big Indian Wash and Three Step Hill. Here
the Moenkopi Formation, if it was ever deposited, was entirely removed, and
part of the Cutler Formation was cut away by the pre—Chinle erosion. A con-
spicuous light-colored sandstone bed in the Cutler rises in the section to the
northwest from near Three Step Hill and is truncated at the unconformity just
north of Spiller Canyon. The angular discordance ranges from about 1 to 5
degrees and averages about 3 degrees. The contact is marked by broad-scale
channeling with local relief as much as 5 feet,

In Hatch Wash and Cane Spring Canyon the Chinle beds are parallel to beds
of the Moenkopi Formation. Minor scours into the Moenkopi are the only
evidence of an erosional interval at these localities, though Baker (1933,

p. 36) noted angular discordance as much as 14° at this contact a few miles
farther west. The contact itself is sharp and marked by the change in lithol~-
ogy between the brown, horizontally bedded siltstone of the underlying
Moenkopi and the gray, cross—-stratified, ledge~forming sandstone and conglom-
erate of the Moss Back Member of the Chinle.

In the La Sal Mountains the Chinle rests on fine-grained red beds
assigned to the Cutler formation. The contact is placed at the base of the
lowest persistent bed of grayish-red, pebbly quartz grit. The nature of the
contact in the mountain area is not clear, because the contact is mostly
covered and the beds dip steeply.
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Contact between the Moss Back Member and the Church Rock Member.—-The
contact between the Moss Back Member and the Church Rock Member is placed at
the top of the basal sequence of grayish sandstone and mudstone that is over-
lain by reddish sandstone and mudstone. In places the contact is indefinite
in a gradational sequence characterized by thin lenses of red mudstone near
the top of the Moss Back. Lateral tracing of this member contact shows that
it is arbitrary, for the rocks near the contact frequently differ only in
color and they change color unsystematically within a few hundred feet along
strike.

Upper contact

The contact between the Chinle Formation and the Wingate Sandstone is
generally sharp, though locally in the western part of the area sandstone
lenses at the top of the Chinle are similar to the basal Wingate. 1In the
central part of the area the contact is a distinct diastem.

Age and fossils

Fossil vertebrates from many places on the Colorado Plateau indicate that
the Chinle Formation is Late Triassic in age. The age assignment is based
principally on a study by Camp (1930) of phytosaur remains. Camp collected
mainly from the Chinle of northeastern Arizona but also found vertebrate
fossils near Moab and in the valley of Indian Creek, short distances north and
west of the Lisbon Valley area.

Fossils found in the Chinle of the Lisbon Valley area include silicified
and coalified plant remains, poorly preserved small gastropod and unioid
pelecypod shells, waterworn fragments of phytosaur bone and teeth, and fairly
well preserved fish. The fossil fish of the Lisbon Valley area and other
localities in the western United States are described and compared with late
Triassic fishes elsewhere by Schaeffer (1967). The fish occur in great
numbers in assemblages that are sporadically distributed in siltstone in a
zone about 125 to 150 feet below the base of the Wingate Sandstone. The
collections were made by Y. W. Isachsen of the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission,
G. W. Weir, D. H. Dunkle of the U, S. National Museum, and Bobb Shaeffer of
the American Museum of Natural History assisted by Walter Sorensen of the
American Museum Vertebrate Paleontology Laboratory, F. E. Green of Texas
Technological College, G. F. Stucker of the American Museum, and Richard
Iund. The fish described by Schaeffer (1967) are, with the exception of
Seminotus sp. new genera and species. They are Cionichthys dunklei Schaeffer,
Lasalichthys hills Schaeffer, Synorichthys stewarti Schaeffer, Seminotus sp.,
Hemicalypterus Weiri Shaeffer, and Chinlea sorenseni Schaeffer. Because of
the spotty occurrence of the fish and because many of the genera are probably
long ranging, the correlation of unit within the Chinle as determined by the
phytosaur evidence cannot be corroborated by the fish taxa (Schaeffer, 1967,
p. 337).

Regional stratigraphic relations

Gregory (1917, p. 42) named the Chinle Formation for outcrops in Chinle
Valley in northeastern Arizona. The Chinle Formation of southeast Utah and
adjacent regions 1s presently subdivided into seven members, in ascending
order: Temple Mountain, Shinarump, Monitor Butte, Moss Back, Petrified
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Forest, Owl Rock and Church Rock (Stewart, 1957; Stewart and others, 1959).
The Temple Mountain Member is a thin siltstone unit confined to the San Rafael
Swell (Robeck, 1956). The remaining six members are present in southern Utah
but, except for the Church Rock and Moss Back Members, they pinch out or grade
out to the north toward the Lisbon Valley area.

The Moss Back Member, grayish sandstone and siltstone, lies above the
Monitor Butte and Shinarump Members at its type locality in the White Canyon
area (Stewart, 1957, p. 464~465) but forms the basal unit of the Chinle
Formation north of the White Canyon area. The name was tentatively extended
to the strata exposed near Big Indian Valley by Stewart (1957, p. 453). The
member is a thin irregular unit near Big Indian Valley and Three Step Hill and
probably pinches out within a few miles to the northeast within the Lisbon
Valley area along a line roughly parallel to the northwest-trending axis of
the Lisbon Valley anticline. The Moss Back is commonly several tens of feet
thick in the Slick Rock district, Colorado, adjoining the Lisbon Valley area
on the southeast (Shawe and others, 1968, p. A32). Strata lithologically
similar to the Moss Back occur above the member near the junction of the Green
and Colorado Rivers (Stewart and others, 1972, p. 31). In places in the
Lisbon Valley area, as in Kane Springs Canyon, these higher sandstone layers
have probably been included in the Moss Back. Thus the member in this area,
though mainly a finer grained facies of the Moss Back (Stewart, 1957, p. 453),
may include strata not represented in the type section of the member.

The Church Rock Member of the Chinle Formation in southeastern Utah is
characteristically made up chiefly of reddish-orange and brown siltstone.
0“Sullivan (1970) found that the Church Rock Member of the type section in
Arizona is older than and not continuous with most of the Church Rock Member
as used in Utah and recommended that the reddish-orange and brown siltstone
unit of southeastern Utah be considered a separate member or facies. The name
Church Rock Member is retained in this report in the sense used by Stewart and
others (1959) in southeastern Utah, pending further studies of the complex
internal stratigraphy of the Chinle Formation.

The Church Rock Member of the Lisbon Valley area contains a higher per-
centage of sandstone and conglomerate than the Church Rock Member in adjacent
parts of southeast Utah. A fairly persistent zone of sandstone lenses at the
base of the upper one-third of the member probably correlates with the "black
ledge sandstone" an informal unit that marks the base of the reddish-orange
siltstone member in the southeastern part of the Green River desert (Stewart
and others, 1959, p. 503, 518). The reddish quartz grit at the base of the
Church Rock Member in the La Sal Mountains may be equivalent to similar thin
units of quartz grit at the base of the Chinle Formation northeast of Moab
(Dane, 1935, p. 55-56) and in southwestern Colorado (Cater, 1954), but
physical continuity of these grit beds cannot be proved.

The fossil content and the interstratification of lenses of cross-bedded
sandstone and conglomerate and horizontally bedded mudstone suggest that the
Chinle Formation of the Lisbon Valley area was deposited in streams and
lakes. Studies of the cross-strata in the Moss Back Member including local-
ities near Big Indian Valley indicate a northwesterly direction of flow of the
streams depositing in channels (Poole and Williams, 1956, p. 230) suggesting
source areas lying southeast of southeastern Utah. The source areas according
to Stewart and others (1972, p. 93-95) included the volcanic terrance of the
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Mogollon highland of southern Arizona and New Mexico and the Uncompahgre
highland of southwestern Colorado.

Glen Canyon group

Definition and age

A sequence of interrelated continental sandstone and sandy shale lying
between Triassic mudstone and Jurassic marine beds in central southern Utah
was formally named the Glen Canyon Group by Gregory and Moore (1931, p. 61—
68). In the Lisbon Valley area and adjacent areas the sequence is divided
into three formations: Wingate Sandstone, Kayenta Formation, and Navajo
Sandstone (Baker and others, 1927, p. 802-803; 1931). In places contacts
between these formations are complicated by intertonguing; they are generally
somewhat arbitrary in a gradational sequence.

The group has yielded no diagnostic fossils in the Lisbon Valley area and
few elsewhere. Stratigraphic relations in the Navajo country of northeastern
Arizona and the scanty paleontologic evidence indicate that deposition of the
group was virtually continuous from the Late Triassic into the Jurassic
(Harshbarger and others, 1957, p. 25-32; Lewis and others, 1961).

Distribution and thickness

The Glen Canyon Group crops out mainly in the western part of the Lisbon
Valley area and in the La Sal Mountains but is partly exposed in canyons near
the east edge of the area. In most places it forms cliffs and is difficult to
measure, The group generally is about 800 to 900 feet thick. Some departures
from this average appear to be due to sedimentation on the flanks of topo-
graphic highs. Thicknesses of the formations within the group vary more than
the group as a whole, largely because of the arbitrary nature of the contacts
of the Kayenta Formation.

Wingate Sandstone
Distribution and thickness

The Wingate Sandstone is exposed in sheer cliffs that extend the full
thickness of the formation in canyons near the west edge of the Lisbon Valley
area. In the La Sal Mountains the Wingate generally forms a prominent hogback
of sandstone that 1s locally converted into block rubble deposits. On the
south side of Big Indian Valley and Lower Lisbon Valley the Wingate forms a
prominent cliff and a steep, rough rock slope.

The Wingate Sandstone in the area is generally about 300 feet thick, but
because of its cliff-forming habit, the formation is generally inaccessible
and difficult to measure precisely. Local differences of 40 feet or so may be
attributed to differences in placing the top contact in an interfingering
sequence.

Lithology

In the cliffs rimming the canyons near the west edge of the area the
Wingate Sandstone is commonly dark red to purplish black owing to coatings of
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iron and manganese stain. Near Spanish Valley the Wingate outcrops are com-
monly light orange to pinkish buff. 1In the La Sal Mountains the Wingate
outcrops are very light buff, almost white. These noticeable color differ-
ences are results of differences in rainfall and in the structural setting.
The darker colors, characteristic of the Wingate on the Colorado Plateau, are
typically found in the desert country where the rocks are relatively flat
lying. The lighter colored Wingate is found at generally higher elevations
where the precipitation is greater and in areas where the formation is folded
or faulted. In structurally complex areas, such as the fault blocks on the
west side of Spanish Valley, the light—colored Wingate resembles younger,
light—colored sandstone formations such as the Navajo and Entrada.

The fresh sandstone is grayish orange and consists of well sorted, sub-—
angular and subrounded, very fine and fine grains of quartz and minor
feldspar. Stringers of well-rounded, frosted coarse grains of clear quartz
and gray chert commonly occur near the base of the formation.

The Wingate is characteristically well cemented by calcite so that the
sandstone forms but a single massive unit in which bedding is obscure. Close
inspection, however, reveals that the Wingate is made up of an alternation of
cross—bedded and horizontally bedded units ranging from about 1 to 60 feet
thick. Medium-scale planar and large-scale trough crossbedding are dominant,
but some thin horizontally bedded units apparently persist for more than 1,000
feet and cosets of the crossbedded units are bounded by horizontal bedding
planes. Low-amplitude ripple marks and current lineations are sparse through-
out the formation; mud cracks are common at the base.

Basal contact

In the western part of the area the Wingate Sandstone locally intergrades
with the underlying Chinle Formation. Lenses of dark-red, horizontally lam-
inated and cross—laminated, fine—-grained sandstone occur sporadically in the
upper 30 feet of the Chinle Formation. Except for minor seams and splits of
red mudstone, these sandstone lenses are lithologically similar to the over-
lying massive Wingate. The base of the Wingate, however, is characterized by
scattered coarse grains of quartz and chert that are lacking in the otherwise
similar Chinle sandstone.

Near Big Indian Valley and Lower Lisbon Valley the contact is generally
sharp and is characaterized by the truncation of contorted beds of Chinle and
by mudcrack fillings of sandstone of the Wingate which extend as much as 12
inches into the mudstone of the Chinle. The interval between the base of the
Wingate and a zone of sandstone lenses in the upper third of the Chinle in-
creases southwestward abut 20 feet in half a mile in sec. 35, T. 30 S., R. 25
E. This increase is probably due to internal thickening of the mudstone of
the Chinle off a topographic high over the Lisbon Valley anticline; it may
also in part be due a local erosional unconformity at the base of the Wingate.

The base of the Wingate Sandstone in the La Sal Mountains is mostly

covered by block rubble or solifluction deposits. The contact shown on the
geologic map is drawn at the slight break in slope beneath the Wingate cliff.
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Age and stratigraphic relations

The type section of the Wingate Sandstone designated by Dutton, (1885, p.
136-137) near Fort Wingate, New Mexico, has been modified by Baker and others
(1947, p. 1667) as a result of regional stratigraphic studies. Largely on the
basis of fossils found in the Wingate and overlying and underlying formations
in the Navajo country of northeastern Arizona, the Wingate is judged to be of
Late Triassic age (Harshbarger and others, 1957, p. 8-17, 25-32).

The Wingate is present throughout southeastern Utah and parts of Arizona,
New Mexico, and Colorado and over much of this area ranges in thickness from
200 to 350 feet. It thins eastward from the Lisbon Valley area and near the
southern part of the Uncompahgre Plateau in southwestern Colorado the for-
mation cannot be recognized. The thinning of the Wingate Sandstone is
probably caused both by pre-Entrada erosion and by lateral grading of the
sandstone into siltstone of the uppermost beds of the Chinle and Dolores
Formations (Stewart, 1956, p. 91).

The dominance of crossbedding, much of it large-scale, and the fineness
and good sorting of the subrounded sand grains suggest that most of the
Wingate Sandstone is an eolian deposit. Studies of the dip directions of the
cross strata by Poole and Williams (1956, p. 228) indicate that the depositing
winds blew mainly to the southeast. Part of the Wingate Sandstone in the
Lisbon Valley area is water-laid as suggested by the presence of horizontal
major bedding planes, horizontally bedded lenses, ripple marks and current
lineation,

Kayenta Formation
Distribution and thickness

The outcrop pattern of the Kayenta Formation in the Lisbon Valley area is
similar to that of the Wingate Sandstone. Along the canyons in the western
part of the area the Kayenta forms steep ledgy slopes between the smooth,
nearly vertical cliffs of the underlying Wingate and overlying Navajo
Sandstone. In many places the Navajo has been stripped back so that rough,
broad benches cut on the upper part of the Kayenta are extensive, as on Iron
Mesa, the dip slopes on the south side of Big Indian Valley, and on Three Step
Hill. 1In the La Sal Mountains the Kayenta is poorly exposed in a swale
between ridges formed by the Wingate and Navajo.

The thickness of the Kayenta ranges from about 175 to 400 feet. Changes
in thickness are nonsystematic, except for a slight eastward thinning. Local
changes are due to a sanding up of the lower and upper parts of the formation
resulting in differences in placing the Wingate-Kayenta and Kayenta-Navajo
contacts.

The greatest change of thickness is between the abnormally thick Kayenta
cropping out in Hunters Canyon and the sandy, crossbedded Kayenta, which is
difficult to separate from the underlying Wingate, exposed on the cliffs on
the southwest side of Spanish Valley. This thinning of over 400 feet in less
than 2 miles, is probably result of development of a basin on the flank of a
topographic high over the Moab salt anticline during deposition of the Glen
Canyon Group.
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Lithology

Sandstone units in the Kayenta Formation are pale red or pinkish brown;
they weather a darker reddish brown, commonly with a distinct purplish cast.
In the lower part of the formation some sandstone is grayish orange and red-
dish brown similar to the underlying Wingate, and in the upper part of the
formation some sandstone units are yellowish gray and very pale orange similar
to the overlying Navajo. Siltstone beds in the Kayenta are, with but minor
exceptions, pale red to dark grayish red.

Most of the Kayenta is sandstone composed of subrounded very fine to
fine-grained quartz and minor feldspar, resembling in these respects the rest
of the Glen Canyon Group. The Kayenta, however, is distinguished by the
presence of siltstone and conglomeratic beds. The siltstone beds are sandy
and commonly grade to very fine sand. Conglomerate beds mostly have a medium-—
grained matrix; the coarser fraction consists chiefly of pebbles and irregular
fragments of red, very fine-grained shaly sandstone and gray, limy
siltstone. In the La Sal Mountains and other parts of the area where the
Kayenta is poorly exposed, the presence of such conglomerate is a useful
criterion to identify the formation.

The Kayenta is firmly to only moderately well cemented. The chief cement
is calcite, but clay binding, iron oxide, and silica are locally important.
Sandstone units in the lower part of the formation are generally more
resistant than those in the upper part. Most of the siltstone units are
relatively soft, but some grade into firm, very limy siltstone.

The most distinctive feature of the Kayenta Formation is its bedding.
Sandstone occurs in broad complex lenses that commonly have an irregular scour
surface at the bottom and a relatively plan surface at the top. The sandstone
lenses, a few feet to several tens of feet thick, are made up of many smaller
discontinuous units, which consist of small- to medium-scale trough sets of
very low to medium—angle cross laminae, whose prevailing dip is southwesterly
(Stewart and others, 1959, p. 524)., Most conglomerate in the Kayenta is found
in scour pockets at the base of sandstone lenses. The interbedded siltstone
is in small lenses to fairly persistent units, which are bounded by more or
less plane surfaces and which commonly grade into horizontally bedded shaly
sandstone. Weathering of the complex irregularly lensing units yields the
characteristic ledgy outcrop of the Kayenta, which differs markedly from the
more uniform, cliff-forming Wingate and Navajo Sandstones.

Much of the fine-grained sandstone is streaked with current lineation--
vague, roughly parallel low ridges of sand grains (Stokes, 1947). Small-scale
slump structures and current ripple marks occur sparsely.

Lower contact

The Kayenta Formation rests conformably on the Wingate Sandstone. In
some parts of the area the contact is a noticeable diastem marked by a scour
surface or a thin seam of siltstone, but more commonly the contact is arbi-
trarily placed within an intergrading sequence several tens of feet thick.

The distinctive irregularly bedded units of the Kayenta generally give way in
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