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FORWARD

A growing number of earth-science investigations are being conducted in
southeastern California and southern Arizona. This work is motivated in part by
national mandates for hazards and resource appraisals, and in part by the growing
recognition of the scientific importance of this region for understanding the evolution
of the North American Cordillera. About 300 scientists attended a conference
November 4-6, 1980, in Menlo Park, California, to share information toward building a
better understanding of the tectonic framework of the Mojave and Sonoran Deserts.

Conference symposia were focused on the following topics:
Regional framework
Crustal structure and Precambrian geology
Late Precambrian and Paleozoic stratigraphy and tectonics
Mesozoic stratigraphy and thrusting
Mylonites and metamorphism
Cenozoic volcanism
Economic resources
Detachment faulting
Cenozoic basin and range boundaries
Neotectonics
Geophysics and geophysical transects
Public policy and future of the desert lands
Eighty-five scheduled speakers and panelists were joined by a lively audience in a
stimulating discussion in each session. A conference summary has been published in
the April, 1981, issue of the magazine GEOTIMES (vol. 26, no. &, p. 16-18).

The enthusiasm of the participants and the exciting new results prompted the

convenors to call for extended abstracts. The result is this volume, which captures
some of the essence of new work presented at the conference.
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