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INTRODUCTION

U.S. Geological Survey Circular 860, "Estimates of undiscovered 

recoverable conventional resources of oil and gas in the United States" 

(Dolton and others, 1981), presented unconditional resource estimates which 

incorporate the risk that oil or gas may not be present in the areas 

assessed. Those estimates were derived from an assessment of: (1) the 

likelihood of the particular recoverable resource being present, called the 

marginal probability, and (2) a conditional estimate of the amount present, 

given that at least some of the particular recoverable resource occurs.

The conditional estimates for the individual provinces are tabulated here 

with their associated marginal probabilities. Separate estimates are provided 

for crude oil, associated-dissolved gas, and non-associated gas; and an 

estimate for total gas, which is an aggregation of the separate gas estimates, 

assuming that one or the other, or both, are present.

Definitions of commodity and resource terms and a summary of the methods 

used to derive the estimates are included in Circular 860. Small-scale 

province index maps are shown in Figures 1 and 2; large-scale index maps are 

available as Open-File Reports 81-84A, B, and C (Varnes, Coury and others, 

1981; Varnes, Dolton and others 1981; Varnes, Dolton and McMullin, 1981).
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