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INTRODUCTION

The U.S. Geological Survey has published many reports on the phosphate deposits 

of the Phosphoria Formation in southeastern Idaho. These reports include 

stratigraphic descriptions, chemical analyses, and density data for the 

phosphate units. Gulbrandsen (1975) compiled a reference list of the 

main sources of these data to 1975.

This report includes a stratigraphic section, density determinations, 

and ?205 analyses for sampling units of the Meade Peak Phosphatic 

Shale Member of the Phosphoria Formation from sample locality CP-73 . 

This sample locality is in Caribou County, about 25 km northeast of Soda 

Springs (fig. 1) .

The stratigraphy and nomenclature of the Phosphoria Formation in the western 

phosphate field were described by McKelvey and others (1959). The methods 

used for sampling and describing the phosphatic units of the Meade Peak 

were described by Gere and others (1966) and Oberlindacher and Hovland (1979) .

Phosphate section CP-73 is measured in a weathered zone. According to 

Gulbrandsen and Krier (1980, p. 10), the principal effect of post-depositional 

weathering is the loss of calcite, dolomite, and organic matter. ?2®5 analyses 

of weathered phosphate beds are slightly higher than unweathered phosphate beds 

at depth (McKelvey and Carswell , 1956, p. 485). Therefore, the P2 05 

analyses of this near surface section are not representative of the 

unweathered rocks at depth.

Detailed stratigraphic descriptions, density determinations, and ?205 analyses 

for each sampling unit of section CP-73 are listed in Table 1. The data is 

presented without interpretation in this report.
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Figure 1.- Index map showing location 
of sample locality CP-73 in the 
central Wooley Range, southeastern 
Idaho.
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