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WATER RESOURCES DIVISION BASIC MISSﬂON AND PROGRAM

The mission of the Water Resources Division of the U.S. Geological
Survey is to provide the hydrologic information and understanding for the
optimum utilization and management of the Nation's water resources for the
overall benefit of the people of the United States.

This mission is accomplished, in large part, through cooperation with
other federal and non-federal agencies, by: T

-Systematically collecting data needed for the &ontinuing determination

and evaluation of the quantity, quality, and use of the Nation's water
resources.

- Conducting analytical and interpretative water-resource appraisals
describing the occurrence, availability, and the physical, chemical,
and biological characteristics of surface and|ground water:

-Conducting supportive basic and problem-oriented research in hydraulics,
hydrology, and related fields of science to improve the scientific basis
for investigations and measurement techniques and tounderstand hydrologic
systems sufficiently to predict their response to stress, either natural
or manmade.

-Distributing the water data and the results of these investigations and
research through reports, maps, computerized services, and other forms
cf public release. ‘

-Coordinating the activities of federal agenciei in the acquisition of
water data for streams, lakes, reservoirs, estuaries, and ground water.

-Providing scientific and technical assistance in hydrologic fields to
other federal, state, and local agencies; to licensees of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, and to internatjonal agencies on behalf
of the Department of State.
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