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Introduction

Under the provisions of the Wilderness Act (Public Law 88-577, 
September 3, 1964) and related acts, the U.S. Geological Survey and the 
U.S. Bureau of Mines have been conducting mineral surveys of wilderness 
and primitive areas. Areas officially designated as "wilderness," "wild," 
or "canoe" when the act was passed were incorporated into the National 
Wilderness Preservation System, and some of them are presently being 
studied. The act provided that areas under consideration for wilderness 
designation should be studied for suitability for incorporation into the 
Wilderness System. The mineral surveys constitute one aspect of the 
suitability studies. The act directs that the results of such surveys 
are to be made available to the public and be submitted to the President 
and the Congress. This report outlines the status of mineral surveys of 
southeastern National Forest roadless and wilderness areas. The locations 
of these areas are shown in figures 1 through 9.

Explanation of table

Information on the mineral resources of the roadless and wilderness 
areas is compiled in Table 1 from the references listed below. The 
number following the name of the National Forest is the individual 
roadless area identification number listed by the U.S. Forest Service. 
Abbreviations used in the table and on the location maps are: W, roadless 
area recommended for wilderness during the Second Roadless Area Review 
and Evaluation (RARE II), U.S. Forest Service, January, 1979; NW, 
roadless area recommended for nonwilderness use during RARE II; FP, 
roadless area recommended for further planning during RARE II; WSA, 
wilderness study area designated by public law.



Mineral-resource potential is a measure of the likelihood of the 
occurrence of metallic, nonmetallic, energy, and industrial mineral 
resources. Abbreviations and symbols used in the table for Mineral 
Resource Potential are: H, high potential, M, moderate potential, L, 
low potential; U, unknown potential; 0, not present or no potential. 
X indicates that the mineral commodity is present as a resource, but 
has an unqualified potential for use. This would apply, for example, 
to sand and gravel, which are commonly present, but where factors for 
use, such as distance to market and size of deposit, have not been 
studied and are subject to varying economic conditions. Mineral 
commodity abbreviations are: Ag, silver; Au, gold; Ba, barium, Be, 
beryllium, Co, cobalt, Cr, chromium; Cu, copper; Fe, iron; Mn, manganese; 
Mo, molybdenum; Nb, niobium; Ni, nickel, P, phosphate; Pb, lead; Qtz, 
quartz; Si, silicon; Sn, tin; Ti, titanium; U, uranium; W, tungsten; 
Zn, zi nc.
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86°

34

33° -4

Explanation

^wilderness
  wilderness study area or 

roadless area

1-Adams Gap FP

2-3ig Sandy FP

* 3-Blue Mountain NW

4-Borden Creek W

5-Brushy Fork FP

6-Hagood Creek FP

7-Montgomery-Borden Creek FP

* 8-Perry Mountain NW 

9-Rabbittown Addition FP

10-Reed Brake W

11-Shinbone Creek FP

12-Sipsey Addition W

13-Sipsey Wilderness

14-Thompson Creek FP

15-West Elliotts Creek FP

* - Area not yet studied

GULF

Figure 1.  Location of roadless and wilderness areas in Alabama. (See 
text for explanation of abbreviations.)
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82°

INDEX MAP OF FLORIDA

Explanation

A wilderness
  wilderness study area or 

roadless area

* l-Alexander Springs Creek W

* 2-Baptist Lake NW

* 3-Bay Creek NW

* 4-Big Gum Swamp W

* 5-Billies Bay W

* 6-Black Creek Island NW

7-Bradwell Bay Wilderness

8-Buck Lake FP

9-Clear Lake FP 

10-Farles Prairie FP

* 11-Gum Bay NW

*12-Impassible Bay NW

* 13-Juniper Prairie W

*14-LLttle Lake George W

*15-Long Bay NW

*16-Mud Swamp-New River W 

17-Natural Area FP

*18-Post Office Bay NW

*19-Providence NW

20-Savannah FP

21-Sopchoppy River WSA

* - Area not yet studied

Figure 2.  Location of roadless and wilderness areas in Florida. (See 
text for explanation of abbreviations.)

Key West



Explanation

wilderness
wilderness study area or 

roadless area

9-10
11

* l-Anna Ruby NW

2-Big Frog WSA

3-Blood Mountain FP

* 4-Board Camp NW

* 5-Brasstown W

* 6-Buzzard Knob NW

7-Chattahoochee FP

8-Cohutta Wilderness

9-Ellicott Rock Extension NW

10-Ellicott Rock Extension W

11-Ellicott Rock Wilderness

12-Hemp Top FP

13-Overflow FP

* 14-Rabun Bald NW

* 15-Rand Mountain NW

* 16-Raven Cliff NW

* 17-Raven Cliff W 

18-Rich Mountain FP

* 19-Southern Nantahala NW

* 20-Southern Nantahala W

* 21-Wolf Pen W

22-Tray Mountain FP

* 23-Worley Ridge NW

* - Area not yet studied

\ $/
INDEX MAP OF GEORGIA S /

50 100 MILES

50 100 KILOMETERS

Figure 3.  Location of roadless and wilderness areas in Georgia. (See 
text for explanation of abbreviations.)
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83 C

INDEX MAP OF KENTUCKY 

0 50 100 MILES

50 100 KILOMETERS

Explanation

A wilderness
  wilderness study area or 

roadless area

l-3eaver Creek Wilderness

* 2-Cave Creek Cove NW

* 3-Clifty U

4-Troublesome FP

* - Area not yet studied

Figure 4.  Location of roadless and wilderness areas in Kentucky. (See 
text for explanation of abbreviations.)
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V 427 Asheville \^Norman

28 . ' t -Charlotter;

INDEX MAP OF NORTH CAROLINA

50 100 MILES

50 100 KILOMETERS 

Explanation

A wilderness
  wilderness study area or 

roadless area

* l-Balsam Cone NW

* 2-Big Creek NW

* 3-Birkhead Mountain W

* 4-Catfish Lake South W

* 5-Cheoah Bald NW

* 6-Chunky Gal NW

7-Craggy Mountain WSA and Extension FP

8-Ellicott Rock Extension W

9-Ellicott Rock Wilderness

* 10-Fishhawk Mountain NW 

11-Harper Creek FP

* 12-Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock W

13 Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock Wilderness

* 14-Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock NW

* 15-Linville Gorge Extension NW

16-Linville Gorge Addition W

17-Linville Gorge Wilderness

* - Area not yet studied

18-Lost Cove FP

* 19-Middle Prong W

* 20-Middle Prong NW

* 21-Nolichucky NW 

22-Overflow FP

* 23-Pocosin NW

* 24-Pocosin W

* 25-Pond Pine W

* 26-Sheep Ridge W

27-Shining Rock Wilderness and Extension W

* 28-Shining Rock Extension NW 

29-Snowbird FP

* 30-Southern Nantahala NW

* 31-Southern Nantahala W

* 31-Tusquittee Mountains W

* 32-Upper Wilson NW

* 33-Wildcat NW

Figure5.  Location of roadless and wilderness areas in North Carolina. 
(See text for explanation of abbreviations.)
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\

Explanation

A wilderness
  wilderness study area or 

roadless area

1-Ellicott Rock Expansion FP

2-Ellicott Rock Extension W

3-Ellicott Rock Wilderness

4-Hell Hole Bay Wilderness

5-llttle Wambaw Swamp Wilderness

* 6-Long Creek NW

* 7-Long Cane NW

8-Persimmon Mountain FP

9-Wambaw Creek Wilderness

10-Wambaw Swamp Wilderness

11-Wambaw Swamp WSA

* - Area not yet studied

G
^

INDEX MAP OF SOUTH CAROLINA

50 100 MILES

50 100 KILOMETERS

Figure 6.  Location of roadless and wilderness areas in South Carolina, 
(See text for explanation of abbreviations.)
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INDEX MAP OF TENNESSEE

0 50 100 MILES

0 50 100 KILOMETERS

Explanation

A wilderness
  wilderness study area or 

roadless area

* l-Bald River Gorge W

* 2-Beaver Dam Creek NW

3-Big Frog Addition FP

4-Big Frog WSA

* 5-Big Laurel Branch NW

* 6-Brushy Ridge NW

7-Citico Creek WSA

8-Cohutta Wilderness

* 9-Devils Backbone NW

10-Fllnt Mill FP

11-Gee Creek Wilderness

*12-Hickory Flat Branch NW

* 13-Iron Mountain NW

* 14-Jennings Creek NW

15-Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock Wilderness

* 16-Laurel Fork NW

17-Little Frog Mountain FP

* 18-Nolichucky NW

19-Pond Mountain FP

20-Pond Mountain Addition FP

* 21-Rogers Ridge NW 

22-Unaka Mountain FP

* 23-Upper Bald River NW

* - Area not yet studied

Figure 7.  Location of roadless and wilderness areas in Tennessee. (See 
text for explanation of abbreviations.)
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INDEX MAP OF VIRGINIA
0 50 100 MILES

l i i i I________I

0 50 100 KILOMETRES

Explanation

wilderness
wilderness study area or 

roadless area

* l-Barbours Creek NW

* 2-Beartown W

* 3-Beartown NW

* 4-Big Schloss NW

* 5-Big Stony NW

* 6-Crawford Mountain NW

7-Devils Fork FP

8-Dolly Ann FP

* 9-Elliott Knob NW

* 10-Head of Dry River W

* 11-Hoop Hole NW

12-James River Face Wilderness

* 13-Kimberling Hreek W

* 14-Laurel Fork NW

* 15-Lewis Fork W

* - Area not yet studied

* 16-Little Dry Run W

* 17-Little River NW

* 18-Little Stony NW

* 19-Little Wilson Creek W

20-llill Creek WSA

21-Mountain Lake WSA

22-Peters Mountain WSA

23-Ramseys Draft WSA

24-Ramseys Draft Addition FP

* 25-Rich Hole W

* 26-Roaring Branch NW

* 27-Rough Mountain W

28-Southern Massanutten FP

* 29-3t. Mary's W

* 30-Thunder Ridse W

Figure 8.  Location of roadless and wilderness areas in Virginia. (See 
text for explanation of abbreviations.)
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39

INDEX MAP OF WEST VIRGINIA

50 MILES

50 KILOMETERS

Explanation

wilderness
  wilderness study area or 

roadless area

* l-Big Schloss NW

2-Cheat Mountain FP

3-Cranberry WSA

4-Dolly Sods Wilderness

* 5-Dry River NW

* 6-Laurel Fork North W

* 7-Laurel Fork South W

8-Mountain Lake WSA

9-Otter Creek Wilderness

* 10-Seneca Creek W

* - Area not yet studied

Figure 9.  Location of roadless and wilderness areas in West Virginia. 
(See text for explanation of abbreviations.)
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