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Introduction

Under the provisions of the Wilderness Act (Public Law 88-577,
September 3, 1964) and related acts, the U.S. Geological Survey and the
U.S. Bureau of Mines have been conducting mineral surveys of wilderness
and primitive areas. Areas officially designated as "wilderness,” "wild,"
or "canoe" when the act was passed were incorporated into the National
Wilderness Preservation System, and some of them are presently being
studied. The act provided that areas under consideration for wilderness
designation should be studied for suitability for incorporation into the
Wilderness System. The mineral surveys constitute one aspect of the
suitability studies. The act directs that the results of such surveys
are to be made available to the public and be submitted to the President
and the Congress. This report outlines the status of mineral surveys of
southeastern National Forest roadless and wilderness areas. The locations
of these areas are shown in figures 1 through 9.

Explanation of table

Information on the mineral resources of the roadless and wilderness
areas is compiled in Table 1 from the references listed below. The
number following the name of the National Forest is the individual
roadless area identification number listed by the U.S. Forest Service.
Abbreviations used in the table and on the location maps are: W, roadless
area recommended for wilderness during the Second Roadless Area Review
and Evaluation (RARE II), U.S. Forest Service, January, 1979; NW,
roadless area recommended for nonwilderness use during RARE I1I; FP,
roadless area recommended for further planning during RARE II; WSA,
wilderness study area designated by public law.



Mineral-resource potential is a measure of the likelihood of the
occurrence of metallic, nonmetallic, energy, and industrial mineral
resources. Abbreviations and symbols used in the table for Mineral
Resource Potential are: H, high potential, M, moderate potential, L,
low potential; U, unknown potential; O, not present or no potential.
X indicates that the mineral commodity is present as a resource, but
has an unqualified potential for use. This would apply, for example,
to sand and gravel, which are commonly present, but where factors for
use, such as distance to market and size of deposit, have not been
studied and are subject to varying economic conditions. Mineral
commodity abbreviations are: Ag, silver; Au, gold; Ba, barium, Be,
beryllium, Co, cobalt, Cr, chromium; Cu, copper; Fe, iron; Mn, manganese;
Mo, molybdenum; Nb, niobium; Ni, nickel, P, phosphate; Pb, lead; Qtz,
quartz; Si, silicon; Sn, tin; Ti, titaniumj U, uranium; W, tungsten;
Zn, zinc.
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