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of water levels in a network of wells and is represented on
maps by contours that connect points of equal ailtitude.

Maps of the potentiometric surface of the Upper Floridan
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Annual and seasonal {luctuat ions of the potent iometric surt

Year-to-yvar and seasonal fluctuations.
level values for selected wells from May 1984 Lo .lune 1985 are
1 decline of water levels in those
ba and 8 prevailed from about \ugust 1984 to May 1985.
rainfall throughout west-central Florida.
iraphs 6a and 8 show rises in water levels in late May 1985 that

ace are shown

the hydrographs general ly indicate that water levels
in northern arcas., where waler use is small, remain fairly
vear and seasonallv, whercas water levels in sout hern areas, where water use is

uniform from vear-to-

baily maxinum water—
shown in figure ..
areas represented by hydrographs
These declines were a re-
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Hvdrograph 2 shows steadv water-lovel declines
- Water-level decllnes in Lhe north and Lhe
v hydrograph 2 are atLributed to below normal rainfall.

area represented

Water levels in most wells measured in May 1985 were lower than Lhose mea-
Some wells along coastal regions lad apparent rises in
about | foot or less, which were the result of tidal effects.
1985 water levels averaged about
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) feet lower than September 1984 levels in areas
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and extreme southern areas and about
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where irrigation pumpage vontributes to large seasonal water-
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water levels in most wells in Lthe south were
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The largest declines occurred in southeastern i llsborough, southwesctern Polk,
and northwestern tardee Count ies.
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Watcer levels in May 1985 were gem raily lower than in Mav 1984 in individual
Water levels in all wells measured in May 1985 averaged
than May 1984 levels in the north and about 6 I est
in water levels in most wells in the north were about

about 3 feet lower
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PLANATION

POTENTIOMETRIC CONTOUR-- Shows altitude at which water level would have stood
In tightly cased wells.
of 1929 (NGVD). Hachures indicate depressions Dashed where approximated

tour interval 5 end 10 feet. National Geodetic Vertical Datum

Small number is

BOUNDARY OF THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

BOUNDARY OF WATER MANAGEMENT BASIN

NOTE: Potentiometric contours are generalized to show the water level at a point in time
in a changing hydrologic system taking inlo account varialions in hydrogeoiogic

These include differenl depths ol wells, nonsimultaneous measurements of
water levels, variable effecis of pumping, and changing climate. Potentiomelric contours
thus may not conform exactly with individual measurements of walter ievels
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