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PREFACE

For the last five and a half years the National Committee 
for Digital Cartographic Data Standards has been working to de­ 
velop cartographic data standards for the United States. During 
this entire time period references to germane articles and re­ 
ports have been collected and circulated to the Working Groups 
of the Committee from the Columbus headquarters. A preliminary 
working version of this bibliography was published as Committee 
Report #5, A Working Bibliography for Digital Cartographic Data 
Standards. This updated version is the result of three more 
years of work and contains more than a thousand references, 
mostly in English. The report is organized into five fundamental 
sections: General References, Cartographic Objects, Data Organi­ 
zation, Data Quality, Cartographic Entities. It should be noted 
that the inclusion of a particular reference in the bibliography 
does not necessarily mean that the Committee endorses the con­ 
cepts or ideas set forth in that reference.

At this point it is important to understand the difference 
between cartographic objects and entities, which are two sides 
of the same coin, cartographic features. The definitions are 
clearly illustrated by the following Figure 1.

FEATURE
A defined entity that can 
be represented by an object.

Entity

A real world phenomenon 
that is not subdivided 
into phenomena of the 
same kind.

Object

A digital
representation of a 
feature.

Figure 1. Relationship Between Cartographic 
Feature, Entity, and Object

Many individuals have participated in the process of com­ 
piling this report, the foremost of whom are the Project As­ 
sistants who have worked for Prof. Moellering at the Columbus 
headquarters. They are: Mr. John Hutchings, 1982-3, Mr. Charley 
Hickman, 1983-4, Mr. David Deal, 1984-5, Mr. Shih-Lung Shaw, 
1985-6, Mr. Peter Dotzauer, 1986-7. Many members of the Steering 
Committee and Working Groups have contributed materials for this 
bibliography. The international observers of this Committee were
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also asked to contribute important materials and have cheerfully 
done so. A draft version of this work has been circulated to the 
Steering and Executive Committees for evaluation and comment. 
Other production assistance was provided by Elisabeth Ross and 
by Kyoko Tanaka. However, the ultimate responsibility for the 
accuracy, integrity, authority, and completeness of this work 
rests with the author.
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