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SOUTH-CENTRAL UNITED STATES WELL-BORE BREAKOUT DATA CATALOG

By Richard L. Dart

P INTRODUCTION

This catalog contains well-bore breakout data from a large number of
selected wells located within Oklahoma and Arkansas and parts of Texas,
Colorado, and Kansas. Because the data are from wells located over a broad
area extending from the Texas Panhandle to the Mississippi River, the study
area is subdivided into nine subareas that correspond approximately to
different structural provinces (fig. 1).

A well-bore or borehole elongation is a symmetrical enlargement of the
cross sectional geometry of the borehole primarily in one direction, extending
vertically along the well bore for some distance. Vertical deviation of the
borehole can cause well-bore elongations to be generated mechanically during
drilling (Plumb and Hickman, 1985), and well-bore elongations can be induced
by in-situ stress concentrations about the borehole (Bell and Gough, 1979,
1982; Zoback and others, 1985). Stress-induced well-bore elongations are
referred to as "breakouts" (Bell and Gough, 1979; Gough and Bell, 1981). The
preferentially oriented washout (POW), another kind of well-bore elongation,
is thought to be a stress-related elliptical enlargement of the well bore
whose extent of development is influenced by the action of circulating
drilling fluids. POWs can also be indicators of stress orientations; however,
they do have less well defined preferred orientatons than breakouts (Dart and
Zoback, 1987). There is some indication from the data that a fourth type of
oriented borehole enlargement might be drilling-induced hydrofractures.
Drilling-induced hydrofractures may develope when hydrostatic pressures exceed
horizontal compressive stresses about the well-bore. Discussions of breakouts
as stress indicators can be found in Fordjor and others (1983), Plumb (1982),
Mastin (1984), Teufel (1985), Haimson and Herrick (1985), Kaiser and others
(1985), and Zoback and others (1986). The technique for locating and
measuring breakouts on dipmeter and fracture identification well logs, as well
as the statistical treatment of breakout data, is given in Dart (1985).

DATA PRESENTATION

Tables 1 and 2 list criteria for evaluating well-log and breakout data
quality. Table 1 is a rather subjective ranking of well-log quality that
takes into consideration log readability, degree of hole deviation from
vertical, borehole smoothness, rate of tool rotation, and the quality of
breakout development. Table 2 is an objective statistical rating of breakout
data by well, based on the minimum number of breakouts read and the mean
angular deviation of their orientations (Zoback and Zoback, 1987). The
results of the application of these two quality ratings to the data are listed
by well in tables 3-11.

Breakout data are treated statistically as circular normal distributions
of two dimensional vectors, where breakout orientation is vector direction,
and vector length can be either the number of individual breakouts with a
given

¢



TABLE 1.--Well-log quality

Rating

Conditions

Very
good

Good

Fair

Poor

Strong rotation; clean, distinect traces, well bore is smooth.

Breakouts are distinet and terminate abruptly; they can be clearly
distinguished from other types of well-bore elongation. Vertical
deviation of the borehole is not a problem and very little scatter

appears among breakout orientations.

Good rotation; traces are clean and distinct; and the well bore is

relatively smooth with some pitting. Most breakouts are distinct
and terminate abruptly; zones of washout may occur in the vicinity
of breakouts; although breakout orientations are fairly consistent,
some of the data used may be pows, and some of the observed well-

bore elongations may be deviation induced.

Trace quality is diminished. Very few, if any, distinect breakouts

are seen, and most usable elongations are pows. Deviation-induced
elongations and zones of washout may be common; the well bore can
be pitted and irregular. Overall, usable data is limited but
reliable. Some scatter or variation may exist among breakout

orientations.

Very little usable data; usable elongations are pows. Deviation-

induced elongations and zones of washout may be common. Useable
data is of questionable reliability, and orientations may be random

or strongly bimodal.




TABLE 2.--Well-bore breakout
statistical quality data

Rating Angular Number
deviation of
(degrees) breakouts
A <12 >6
B >12-<22 4
c >22-<26 <4
D : >26-<30 Any number
No Good >30 Do.




orientation or the total vertical feet of breakout at a given orientation.
Statistical calculations of mean direction (@), standard error of the mean
(SE), and mean angular deviation (g) for each well data set and subarea data
composite are also given in tables 3-11. The appendix contains a discussion
of the calculation of these statistics.

Mean angular deviation is a measure of the dispersion of observed
breakout orientations about the mean direction. Mean angular deviation
differs from standard deviation in that it is a calculation of dispersion of a
circular distribution, not a linear distribution of data, although their
results will be similar (Batchelet, 1965). With breakout data, where
orientations are grouped in either 1° intervals for individual wells or 10°
intervals for subarea composites, the mean angular deviation as calculated is
the deviation of observations about a mean direction. Because the mean
direction for a distribution of breakout data is calculated from a number of
independent orientations each with its own mean angular deviation, standard
error of the mean direction is calculated (tables 3-11).

Well-log data and breakout results for each of the nine subareas are
presented in: (1) well-location base maps (figs. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16,
and 18), (2) tables of well-log data and breakout results (tables 3-11), and
(3) rose diagrams of breakout frequency (figs. 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15,
16, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 27 and 28). 1In addition to the rose diagrams of
breakout frequency for all individual wells, composite rose diagrams for each
subarea, exclusive of data sets with angular deviations >26° ("D"-quality
statistical data and data considered to be '"no good") are included. These
unused "D" and "no good" (NG) quality data sets generally have inconsistent,
random data orientations. Bimodal, orthogonally oriented data sets will also
likely have angular deviations >26° but are used. The most likely explanation
for bimodal/orthogonally oriented trends in individual well or composite data
sets is that one orientation corresponds to the minimum stress direction, the
direction of true breakouts, and the other trend is the result of drilling-
induced hydrofractures or natural fractures oriented in the maximum stress
direction.

In tables 3-11, only "A" thru "C" quality data sets have orientations of
SHmax listed. Scatter in breakout orientations in poorer quality data sets
prevents the reliable evaluation of S . Also, no orientation of S max is
given for bimodal/orthogonal data sets. Statistical calculations of mean
direction, mean standard error, angular deviation, and S ax listed in tables
3-11 are based on the totals of number of breakouts for individual wells and
subarea composites (see Appendix). These statistical calculations are given

in degrees.

The statistical qualities of some individual well data sets are down
graded in tables 3-11 from the criteria listed in table 2. This happens in
cases where only two breakouts are observed in the borehole. A "D" quality is
given if the two breakouts agree in orientation but are not separated by more
than 1,000 ft of well bore. Also, statistical qualities are lowered for some
individual well data sets if their rose diagrams indicate that a greater
degree of data scatter exists than that shown by the value of their angular
deviations.



Because of possible logging-tool limitations of caliper pad-size and
variability in tool-rotation rates, the detection of short breakouts and the
measurement of their azimuthal orientations are questionable. For this
reason, borehole elongations shorter than 8 ft in length are excluded.

RESULTS

Data from wells located across the central part of the study area between
the Anadarko Basin and the Mississippi Embayment form a data set that is both
consistent and of high quality. It is therefore possible to infer an east-
northeast regional orientation of maximum horizontal stress (SHmax) from the
data (fig. 29). This finding agrees well with a hydrofracture measurement
from central Oklahoma of N. 65° E. (Zoback and Zoback, 1980) and the Texas
Panhandle of N. 40°-60° E. (Gustavson and Budnik, 1985), and with the
northeast-southwest compressive stress field inferred for the Midcontinent
province (Zoback and Zoback, 1980).

Future publications will address attempts to resolve the apparent
ambiguities in well-bore elongation orientations among wells in several
subareas (Arkoma, Palo Duro-Dalhart, and Marietta-Ardmore Basins). Randomness
in inferred stress directions (see well-location maps) and bimodal breakout
orientations (see composite rose diagrams) may be associated with one or more
of the following: (1) analyst error, (2) hyrofracturing of the well-bore (or
opening of preexisting fractures oriented in the inferred SHmax direction) by
elevated hydrostatic pressures due to drilling mud weights, (3) near-surface
gravitational stresses resulting from local changes in topographic relief
(Savage and others, 1985), and (4) a reorientation of the regional stress
field in the vicinity of the ends of large en echelon strike-slip faults
(Rodgers, 1984).

This catalog is a companion publication for two other reports currently
being prepared: "Stress induced well-bore elongations in southern Oklahoma
and the central Texas Panhandle--stress implications and stratigraphic
relationships" (Dart) and "Stress orientations from borehole breakouts in the
south-central United States" (Zoback and Dart). The analysis of this large
data set is ongoing and future reports (currently in preparation) will discuss
the results of this study more fully.
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Anadarko Basin (feet):
Composite

n= 7919.0

w E  r= 26190

mean= 169.9 degrees
angular dev.= 19.3 degrees

S

N
Anadarko Basin (number):
Composite
n= 120.0

w E - ‘230

mean= 169.6 degrees
angular dev.= 26.5 degrees

S

FIGURE 3.--Composite rose diagrams of Anadarko Basin breakout orientations.
The rose diagram for total feet of breakout is positioned above the
diagram for total number of breakouts. Diagrams are scaled in 10°
intervals. Listed are (1) the basin in which the wells are located, (2)
the composite identification, (3) totals of feet (n) and number (n), (U4)

the radius or maximum frequency (r), (5) circular mean of the data, and
(6) angular deviation of the data.
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Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK 8

a= 700

= 700

mean= 07.0 degress
angular dev.= 0.0 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
oK 8

n= 1.0
,.

m.ulu dn- g 0 degrees

Anadarko Basin (feet):

oK 4

a= 100.0

r= 920

mean= 167.3 degrees
angular dev.= 168.8 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
0K 4

ne 6.0

b L

mean= 133 (] dog;

FIGURE 4.--Rose diagrams of Anadarko Basin breakout orientations.

Anadarko Basin (feet):
oKX 1
n= 200

Axindub Basin (number):

D= 1 o
P

nelar o 50 Gogroes

Anadarko Bastn (feet):

1.7 dogrese

&.am Basta (aumber):
a= 8,0

Toane 108.1
angular dev.= ) m

For each

well, the rose diagram for total feet of breakout is positioned above
Diagrams are scaled in 10°
intervals, Listed are (1) the basin in which the well is located, (2)
the individual well identification, (3) totals of feet (n) and number
(n), (4) the radius or maximum frequency (r), (5) ecircular mean of the
data, and (6) angular deviation of the data.

the diagram for total number of breakouts.
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Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK e

ne 233.0

re 202.0

mean= 170.3 do%rm
angular dev.= 3.4 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
oK e
ne 2.0

T 1.0
mean= 174.0 dog'm
angular dev.= 5.0 degress

Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK 8

n= 178.0

re 1780

mean= 167.8 degrees
angular dev.= 1.0 degrees

Anaderko Basin (number):
0K 8

ne 2.0

Te 2.0

means 165.5 degrees
angular dev.= 2.5 degrees

FIGURE U4.--Continued.
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E ]

ne 45.0

me “igudogm
mean= 161,

angular dev.= $.6 degrees

Anaderko Basin (foet):

[ &4

a= 100

r- 100

mean= 37.0 degrees
angular dev.= 0.9 degrees



Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK 11

n= 481.0

r= 201.0

mean= 159.6 degrees
angular dev.= 13.6 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
oK 11

R= 2.0
r=

6.0
mean= {50.8 de,
angular dev.= 14.8 dogrees

Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK 14

n= 188.0

= 120.0

mean= 32.6 degrees
angular dev.= 7.2 degrees

Anadarko Basin b an).

OK 14

n= 20

r= 1.0

mean= 30.6 degrees
angular dev.= .6 degrees

FIGURE 4, --Continued.

20

Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK ¢

n= £8.0

e 1824 dagroce
mean= .

angular dev.= .8 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
ox 9

D= 30

= 1.0

mean= 182.0

angular dev.= 21.8 degrees

Anadarko Basin (feet):
ox 12

r= 147.0
mean= 23.1 4 o8
angular dev.= !6.5 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
oKX 12
b= 4.0

= 2.0
mean= 18.6

08
angular dev.= 17.2 degrees



Anadarko Basin (feet):

oK 18

a= 79.0

= 654.0

mean= 1562.56 degroes
angular dev.= 10.7 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
oK 18

a= 3.0

r= 1.0

mean= 143.3 dogrees
angular dev.= 14.5 degrees

Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK 18

n= 248.0

r= 181.0

mean= 161.7 dogou
angular dev.= 2.2 dogrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
0K 18

o= 3.0
= 2.0

means 160.7 dogoo.
angular dev.= 2.4 degroes

FIGURE 4.--Continued.
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Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK 18

n= 2900.0

r= 199.0

mean= 150.9

angular dev.= 10.8 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):

T 4.0
mean= 168.1
angular dev.= 30.0 degrees

Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK 17

n= 101.0

r= 688.0

mean= 180.9

angular dev.= 1.8 degroes

Anadarko Basin (number):
0K 17

D= 3.0

me ’igl 1 degrees
mean= 161.

angular dev.= 11.7 degrees



Anadarko Basin (feet):
0K 22
= §33.0

© re 2040

mean= 494 Teos
angular dev.= 10.8 degrees

Aneadarko Basin (number):
OK 22

D= 9.0
= 3.0

mean= 3.7 dagou
angular dev.= .3 degrees

Anadarko Basin (fest):
0K 26

n= 36.0

r= 360

mean= 8.0 degrees
angular dev.= 0.0 degrese

Anadarko Basin (number):
0K 28

R 1.0

= 1.0

mean= 8.0 degreecs
angular dev.= 0.0 degrees

FIGURE M4.--Continued.
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Anadarko Basin (feet):
0K 19

n= 280.0

e 'n‘.g. 4 d

means= K oswl
angular dev.= .0 degrees

Anadarko Basin (numbar):
0K 19

n= 9.0
b d 3.0
mean= 2.6

angular dev.= .0 degrees

Anadarko Basin (fest):
0K 24

n= 372.0
r= 180.0

moanw= 4.8 dcgm
angular dev.= 36.8 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
OK 24

n= 3.0

= !.!)“6 od

mean= . cgni
angular dev.= .8 degrees
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Ansdarko Basin (feet):
OK 37
n= 225.0
E  r= 1100
mean= 13.5 degrees
angular dev.= 6.3 degrees

Anedarko Besin (number):
OK 27 60
= X
P o se degre
mean= on
angular dev.= 6.1 degrees

N
S
N
Ansdarko Basin (feet):
OK 34
n= 1710
E ;= 1170
mean= 56.7 degnu
angular dev.= .0 degrees
38
N

Anadarko Basin (number):
OK 34 20
n= 3

E = 10
mean= 34.0 degrees
angular dev.= S52.9 degrees

FIGURE 4.--Continued.
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D

Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK 26

n= 68.0

re= 220

mean= 10.9 d
angular

dev.= m“domn

Anadarko Basin (number):
oK 28

n= 40

Tean= 13.4 degre

mean= 13. 08
angular dev.= £0.0 degrees

Anadarko Basin (feet):
0K 31

n= 80.0

r= 480

mean= 104.9 degrees
angular dev.= 12.0 degress

Anadarko Basin (number):
oK 31
a= 30

r= 1.0
mean= 102.7 d o8
dov.= 14.5 degrees
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Anadarko Basin (feet):
N :1‘37 0
n= .

v E  r= 2700

mean= 172.2 degrees
angular dev.= 13.5 degroea

S .

N

Anadarko Basin (number):
0K 38
E n= 7.0

r= 30
mean~ 186.7 on
dev.= 12.7 degrees

S
N
Anadarko Basin (feet):
v E 1= 1400

mean= 160.4 degrees
angular dev.= 10.7 degrees

S

N

S

Anadarko Basin (number):
oK 38‘ 0
n= 4.

E r- 20
msan= 164.3 dq;n.
angular dev.= 17.0 degrees

FIGURE Y4.--Continued.
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Anadarko Basin (feet):
0K 38

o= 508.0

r= 146.0

mean= 144.8

angular dev.= $8.6 degreos

Anadarko Basin (number):
0K 38

n= 16,0

r= 4.0

mean= 100.8

angular dev.= .8 degrees

Anadarko Basin (feet):

n= 824.0
= 816.0

m‘l"f:'tagba

Anadarko Basin (number):
B= 40

:m- I'N.l dngn.



Anadarko Basin (feet):
0K 40

n= 376.0
r= 230.0

mean= 157.0 4
angular dev.= .?; degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
OK 40

n= 4.0

r= 20

mean= 168.0 degrees
angular dev.~ 10.5 degrees

Anadarko Basin (feet):

0K 42

n= 170

= 170

mean= 176.0 doarm
angular dev.= 0.0 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
0K 42
= 1.0

Tean='i78.0 4
mean= .0 degrees
angular dev.= 0.0 dogrees

FIGURE 4.--Continued.
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Anadarko Basin (feet):
0K 39

n= 136.0

Teane o101 1

means=

angular dev. -“m.‘m.

Anadarko Basin (number):
0K 3¢
n- 3 0

m— l“ ] «g«l
angular dev.= 8.8 degrees

Anadarko Basin (feet):
0K 41

n= 40 0

ro

B e

Anedarko Basin (number):
0K 41 ‘ o
=

Taean=i7 moaﬂ



Anadarko Basin (fest):
0K ot

= 8.0

r= 8.0

mean= 13.0 degrees
angular dev.= 0.0 degrees

Anadarko Basin (number):
0K 91

o= 1.0

e v ?a 0 d

means= egrece
angular dev.= 0.0 degreee

Anadarko Basin (fest):
0K 984

n= 124.0

r= 710

mean= 23.3 doqu-
angular dev.= .1 degreee

Anadarko Basin (number):
oK 94

o= 4.0

= 2.0

mean= 21.3 degrese
angular dev.= 8.3 degrees

FIGURE 4.--Continued.
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Anadarko Basin (feet):
oK 44

n= 218.0
r= 110.0

oL .

Anadarko Basin (number):
0K 44

n= 6 o
b
mean= 130 0

angular dev.= E 9 degrees

htduko Basin (foet):

oK 9%

n= sao

™

mtn-l'hﬁdgm
angular dev.= 9 degress
Anadark. (oumber):
0K 92 )

D= 2.0

™ 1.0

mean= 135.0 d-guc
angular dev.= 5 degrees
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Anadarko Basin (feet): Anadarko Basin (feet):
OKDT“O 0‘“100
= X - X
v E = 200 v E r~ 100
mean= 89.8 degrees mean= 134.0 degrees
angular dev.= 13.5 degrees angular dev.= {4 degrees
R ] s
N N
Anadarko Basin (number): Anadarko Basin (number):
OK 97 oK 88
v E @ v E oo
mean= 658.8 dofuu mean= 134.0
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