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SCIENTIFIC SUMMARY

Principal results of Hawaii Ground-Truth Cruise F2-88-HW include:

Kilauea East Rift Flows: Highly reflective large flows in the Hawaiian Trough, first
imaged by GLORIA, were confirmed as lava flows by sea floor photography and
dredging. The flows commonly have pillowed margins and flat or wrinkled axial
surfaces. Sampled flows include aphyric and picritic basalt. One flow having no visible
palagonite is probably historic.

Hawaiian Arch Lava Field: An apparently young lava field 100 nm south of Hawaii
Island, first identified on GLORIA images, was sampled and photographed. Much of
this field, which may represent precursory leakage of melt from the Hawaiian hotspot, is
a large and remarkably flat flow of ponded sparsely plagioclase-phyric basalt.

Sediment Penetration by GLORIA: Photography, dredging, and coring indicate
that GLORIA sonograms can yield high backscatter on both bare basalt and flows
covered by a meter or more of sandy and silty sediment.

Submerged Reefs: Dredging confirmed the occurrence of deeply submerged coral
terraces imaged by GLORIA on the Kohala platform and the east rift of Haleakala
volcano. Isotopic ages of coral samples from as deep as 2100 m will constrain the
timing of submergence and volcanism.

Deep Samples, Hawaiian Rift Zones: Samples dredged from as deep as 3500

m from rift zones of Hualalai, Mahukona, and Haleakala will constrain the poorly known
petrologic evolution and ages of early tholeiitic shield-building stages for these
volcanoes.

Turbidites in the Hawaiian Trough: Coring demonstrates that graded basaltic
sands and silts are widespread in the Hawaiian Trough and correlate with broad
changes on GLORIA and 3.5 kHz records. The turbidite deposits probably record
gravitational failure of shallow-water eruptive deposits and deep-water landslides off
the steep island flanks.



Introduction

This cruise was the first Hawaii ground-truth cruise following two GLORIA imaging
cruises in October and November 1986 (F5-86-HW and F6-86-HW), and it is to be
followed by four additional imaging cruises around the leeward islands of the Hawaiian
chain in March-June 1988. This cruise circumnavigated the Island of Hawaii in a
clockwise direction, using the town of Hilo as its port of call (Fig. 1). Forty-five stations
were occupied during the cruise including 37 dredge stations, 5 box core stations, and
3 camera stations (Table 1). The GLORIA mosaics provide a regional base map,
analogous to high-altitude air photos for on-land studies, which we used to focus on
key areas for detailed study.

The cruise was intended to focus primarily on recent volcanic features; later work
was planned for the sediments and Cretaceous sea floor and seamounts farther
offshore. Major targets included : (1) the large lava flows imaged by GLORIA adjacent
to the lower east rift zone (Puna Ridge) of Kilauea Volcano, that are inferred to record
rapid draining and caldera collapse at the summit of the volcano; (2) an apparently
youthful lava field that blankets Cretaceous seafloor along the Hawaiian Arch 100 nm
south of Hawaii Island that might record unusual petrologic processes; (3) the physical
character of sediments of contrasting acoustical transparency on 3.5 kHz records and
backscatter brightness on GLORIA images in relation to possible turbidite aprons
associated with large debris slides from the Hawaiian Ridge; (4) petrologic variations of
the under-water Mahukona volcano, west of Kohala; (5) petrologic variations among
basalts from low on the rifts of Hualalai and Haleakala volcanoes; and (6) verification of
deeply submerged coral reefs imaged by GLORIA on the Kohala platform and
Haleakala east rift, and sampling for age determinations. The final section of this report
outlines some remaining problems and recommendations for future work.

Operations and Equipment

R/V FARNELLA departed Hilo at 1900Z on February 25 (Table 2) and proceeded
ENE, toward the northwest end of the large lava flows from the Puna Ridge in the
Hawaiian Trough. Progress was slowed when the 3.5 kHz towfish failed on launch
and had to be replaced by the backup. Atthe same time the main winch-wire had to be
respooled, and some problems were found with the level-wind; about 8 hours were lost
to deploying the towfish, repair, and respooling. The backup 3.5 kHz fish failed during
routine survey on the fourth day of the cruise, and was inoperative for 3 days during
repair.

The GPS system worked well and provided about 12 hours per day of navigation.
The rho-rho LORAN also worked well, except close to the baseline between the master
and station X and north of the islands, which shadowed the master station. These
difficulties caused two semi-aborted dredge attempts and periods of confusion.
Another navigational problem was communicating with the bridge, especially when we
wanted to go to an endpoint from our present position rather than from some
predetermined location in the computer. Also, if we drifted away from the endpoint of a
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Figure 1. Index map showing ship track and stations
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Table 1: DREDGE, CAMERA, AND BOX CORE STATIONS
HAWAII FARNELLA CRUISE (F2-88-HW), FEB. 25-MAR. 9, 1988

Sta, _loc.  Depthom _N.lat

D1

D2

C3

DS

Cé

c7

D8

DS

B10

B11

D12

B13

D14

ERZ Kil

ERZ Kil

ERZ Kil

ERZ Kil

ERZ Kil

ERZ Kil

Arch Lava

Arch Lava

Arch Lava

Haw Arch

H. Trough

Dana Smt

Alika Slide

Mahukona
W ridge

S 5550
E 5535

S 5475
E 5480

S 5480
E 5503

S 5460
E 5475
S 5485
E 5500
S 5505
E 5515

S 4945
E 4970

S 4945
E 4940

S 4910
E 4920

4881

4938

S 2950
E 2490

4780

S 3105
E 2980

20004.1
20003.5'

19058.7°
20000.5'

19056.4'
20000.9'

19048.2'
19051.0'
19026.2'
19027.7
19026.2'
19029.3'

17910.1'
17014.1'

17909.3'
17911.0'

17012.2'
17013.2'

17027.4'

18016.7

18037.4'
18039.0'

19949.6'

20007.2'
20008.0'

W.long

154036.1'
154037.6'

154019.2'
154018.9'

154026.1'
154025.9'

154008.6'
154007.9'
154016.0'
154016.7'
154016.0'
154017.3'

156000.1'
156000.2'

156000.3'
156000.2'

155051.8'
155052.4'

155049.2'

155048.9'

155058.2"
155058.2'

156940.2'

156039.1'
156038.5'

Type

Dredge
Okg

Dredge
Okg

Camera

Dredge
150 kg

Dredge
50 kg

Camera

Camera

Dredge
100 kg

Dredge
75 kg

Box core

Box core

Dredge
10kg

Box core

Dredge
Okg

Descrioti

0.5 kg buff mud in sock,
dents in dredge.

0.1 kg buff mud in sock;
glassy fine sand.

Mainly sed on "flow";
pillow frag. on slope.

Ol-rich, glassy lava;
lobate &sheet flows;
some palagonite.

Pillow and sheet flow
frag. some palagonite.

Cross lava flow with
pillow & wrinkled sheet
flows.- 10-30 cm sed.

Ponded lava with pillow
& wrinkled sheet flows,
5-15cm sed.

pillow frag. of aphyric
basalt with thick
palagonite

Wrinkled sheet flow
aphyric basalt;
40 microns palag. ?

Full box, light brown
soupy mud.

Full box, brown mud
with 4 layers of black
glassy sand.

Weathered, vesicular
basalt; phosphorite.

Full box of medium

brown finely laminated
mud, silty interbeds

Empty



D15

D16

D17

D18

D19

D20

D21

D22

D23

D24

D25

D26

D27

B28

D29

loc.  Depthm _N.lat

Mahukona
W ridge

Mahukona
W ridge

Mahukona
W ridge

Mahukona
Summit

Mahukona
E ridge

Kohala
Platform
1100m
Reef

900m
Reef

900m
Reef

900m
Reef

Break in
slope at
1300m

Hualalai
NW rift

Hualalai
NW Rift

Alika Slide

Mahukona
W ridge

S 3125
E 3050

§2715
E 2605

S 2215
E 1920

S 1500
E 1345

S 1415
E 1305

S1425
E 1315
S 1222
E 1060

S 1165
E 1090

S$1150
E 1175

S 1160
E 1175

S 1400
E 1325
S 2360
E 2300
S 2740
E 2625

4720

S 3700
E 3440

20007.3'
20008.1'

20009.6'
20°10.5'

20°10.5'
20°011.3'

20°09.1
20009.6

20007.1
20008.3

20009.1

20010.2
20006.6'
20007.3'

20001.3'
20002.1'

19059.1'
19059.3'

19957.6'
19057.5'

20001.9'
20002.2
19055.6'
19056.7°
19055.8'
19956.4'

19043.6'

20006.9'
20008.9'

W.long
156039.3'

156039.4'
156034.3'
156033.5'

156029.9'
156029.0'

156025.9
156025.6

156020.5
156020.4

156019.0
156018.3
156013.2'
156012.7

156007.2'
156006.7"

156008.5'
156008.3'

156008.3'
156907.6'

156017.0'
156016.7
156018.3'
156018.1'
156020.1'
156919.9'

156024.1°

156041.2
156041.9

Type
Dredge
Okg

Dredge
2kg

Dredge
3kg

Dredge
40 kg

Dredge
100 kg

Dredge
1kg

Dredge
75 kg

Dredge
300 kg

Dredge
12kg

Dredge
100 kg

Dredge
10 kg
Dredge
25kg

Dredge
20 kg

Box core

Dredge
0.5kg

Descripti
7 ton hangup, but
empty

picritic sheet and pillow
fragments, thick
palagonite and 2 mm Mn

small glass fragments of
aphyric to sparsely
olivine phyric sheetflows

Palagonitized pillow frag.
sponge fragments

Palagonitized pillow
fragments of picrite

Mn-crusted sparsely
olivine phyric pillows,
glass and foram sand

Mn-crusted ves picrite,
coral, & volcaniclastite.

Dense ol-rich pillow
basalt, hyaloclastite

Both dense and vesicular
basalt fragments

Dense, bread-crusted
pillow-like masses.

Coquina, basalt fragments,
in basaltic sand matrix

Pillow fragments of
glassy picritic tholeiite

Pillow fragments of
glassy picritic tholeiite
with more Mn than D26

3 thick layers graded(?)
buff mud with 2 thin
graded, glassy, layers.

100 kg mud with small,
glassy crusts. MnO,3/4
mm; palagonite,1/4 mm



Sta.
D30

D31

D32

D33

D34

D35

D36

D37

D38

D39

B40

D41

D42

D43

D45
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doc.  Depthm _N.lat  W.long  Iype  _Description

Mahukona
W ridge

Haleakala
E ridge

Haleakala
E ridge

Haleakala
E ridge

Haleakala
E ridge

Haleakala
E ridge

Haleakala
E ridge

Haleakala
E ridge

Haleakala
E ridge

Kilauea
ERZ

Kilauea
ERZ

Kilauea
ERZ

Kilauea
ERZ

Kilauea
ERZ

Kilauea
ERZ

Kilauea
ERZ

S 2925
E 3100

S$1720
E 1690

S 1705
E 1555

S 1750
E 1745

S 2460
E 2160

S 2410
E 2250

S 3670
E 3280

S 3255
E 3055

S 3900
E 3885

S 5490
E 5480

5501

S 5540
E 5400

§2375
E 2095

S 2060
E 1610

S 895
E 1015

S 765
E 715

20008.9'
20009.1'

20038.5'
20039.1'

20038.8'
20°40.7

20040.3'
20039.7

20032.6'
20032.7

20032.2
20032.5'

20028.9'
20029.9'

20029.4'
20027.5'

20026.5'
20029.0'

19059.8'
20°01.1°

19959.4'
19023.7
19030.7

19039.8'
19040.3'

19936.8'
19037.3'

19036.8'
19034.2'

19032.8'
19033.0'

156038.5'
156038.5'

155043.8'
155042.2'

155044.0'
155044.5'

155037.6
155036.6

155020.05'
155019.8'

155019.1'
155019.1'

155001.8'
155001.8

155003.3'
155002.6'

155900.6
155000.7

154022.9'
154022.5'

154026.4'
1540214
154021.2

154029.7
154030.1'

154036.0'
154036.5'

154036.0'
154041.8'

154045.3
154045 .4’

Dredge
259

Dredge
Okg

Dredge
200 kg

Dredge
Okg

Dredge
10 kg

Dredge
7kg

Dredge
20¢g

Dredge
0kg

Dredge
Okg

Dredge
0.5kg

Box core

Dredge
250¢g

Dredge
150 kg

Dredge
40 kg

Dredge
0g

Dredge
100 kg

Two chips of olivine-

rich glass w/palagonite
and Mn, 1 kg foram sand.
Empty; 1 kg sand in sock
Calcareous silt-sand,

coral, beach rock.

Empty; 1 kg sand in sock.

Mn-encrusted and cemented
hyaloclastite. Several frag.
of vesicular basalt.

Mn-crusted basalt
fragments, in hyaloclastite

Glassy basalt rind, 1 mm
Mn; 1/4 mm palagonite.

2 g silty sand; forams & Mn
1 g silty sand: forams & Mn
Indurated mudstone with

glass, forams, diatoms.

Brown mud with 6 graded
glassy sand layers.

Aphyric basalt, no palagon.
No mud in sock

Pillow lava, several ages
and several lithologies

Pillow lava, 10 % olivine,
2 % vesicles; 2 flows?

Empty

Pillow basalt, 5% vesicles,
sparsely olivine phyric



JD/hr

056/1900
057/0000
059/2200
060/0030
060/0545
060/1145
061/1630
062/0615
062/1900
063/0000
063/0520
064/0745
065/0235
065/0930
065/1600
066/0800
067/0800
067/2355

069/1900

9

TABLE 2. CHRONOLOGIC LOG, F2-88-HW

ion rri
Lv, Hilo Harbor
Kilauea ERZ lava flows (Puna Ridge)

Loihi Seamount lava flows

" Apuupuu Seamount

Regional graben

Hawaiian Arch lava field

Ka Lae slide

Dana Seamount

Kailua port call

Alika slide

Mahukona voicano

Mahukona terraces (submerged reefs)
Hualalai volcano

Alika slide

Mahukona volcano

Haleakala terraces

Haleakala east rift

Kilauea ERZ lava flows (Puna Ridge)

Ar Hilo

2D, 1C
2B

1D

1B
6D
6D
2D
1B
2D
5D
3D

1B, 4D

B, Box core; C, Camera station; D, Dredge station; G, Geophysical survey
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station, we inevitably found ourselves steaming back to the endpoint, rather than
towards the next station. Such procedures are appropriate for GLORIA surveys but are
inefficient for sampling cruises.

We had difficulty in changing from the main engines to the bow thrusters on
several occasions and had to run two dredge stations using the main engines. The
winch operated well until the wire jumped a sheave in the winchroom during dredge
Station 40, which resulted in cutting off about 300 m of wire. On the final day, we lost 2
hrs on station when a winch transformer burned out, necessitating a temporary
rewiring. The wire-out meter failed during station D41, and operated only intermittently
during the remaining stations. Earlier in the cruise we cut off about 100 m of wire when
one strand of the wire parted near where the pinger had been mounted on the previous
station. The slow speed of the traction winch causes problems for station work
including 1) difficulty in holding station for the long times required to lower equipment,
2) inordinant time to lower and raise equipment, particularly during stations at abyssal
depths, 3) inability to pay out or pull in wire quickly limits use of the easiest method to
get loose from snags. .

Large Flows Surrounding East End of the Puna Ridge.

Large submarine lava flows in the Hawaiian Trough , erupted from the deep
submarine segment of Kilauea's east rift zone, were identified by their high backscatter
and lobate outlines on the 1986 GLORIA images (Holcomb and others, 1988). Multiple
flow units of differing ages are distinguished by contrasts in backscatter. This flow field
extends as much as 40 nm to the west and south from the ridge terminus along the
base of Hawaii Island (Fig. 2). These extensive flows appear to to be sheet flows,
erupted at high discharge rates, that differ in form from pillow lavas dredged previously
along shallower segments of the rift zone (Moore and Fiske, 1969). The voluminous
submarine flows may be related to catastrophic eruptions associated with periodic
collapse of the summit caldera of Kilauea, at intervals of centuries to millenia (Holcomb,
1986). Therefore, understanding of the age, periodicity, and volume of such eruptions
is potentially significant for evaluating voicanic hazards and geothermal development
at Kilauea, as well as providing new insights into the evolution of Hawaiian volcanoes.

Wae began work on the submarine flows at Station D1, 34 nm ENE of Hilo, on
one of the darker backscatter flows imaged by GLORIA. Because of uncertainty about
the strength of the wire and fear of losing expensive equipment, Station D1 was
dredged without a pinger. We attempted to dredge the top of one of the older lava
flows but recovered only a small sample of buff mud in the pipe-dredge. There were no
strong bites, but nicks and scrapes on the blade of the dredge indicated that some hard
rocks were encountered.

At Station D2, on another large lava flow about 30 km southeast of Station 1, we
again tried to dredge the surface of the flow, this time with a 12 kHz pinger attached to
the wire 100 m above the dredge. The pinger signal weakened with depth, and all trace
was lost once the dredge hit bottom. Again, there were no strong bites, and only a small
sample of dark brown mud was recovered in the pipe-dredge.
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Figure 2. Stations on large lava flows around Puna Ridge
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Having tested the wire up to 5 metric tons and wanting to see why no rocks were
recovered in the dredge, we lowered the camera at Station C3, about 10 km northwest
of Station D2. The camera station (Fig. 3 and Appendix 1) began near the base of the
Mauna Kea edifice, where scattered pillows protruded from sediment, and extended
northward across two bands of slightly differing high backscatter that we had
interpreted as lava flows of different ages. The video recording showed that both areas
were heavily sedimented; the area with higher acoustic backscatter had a sediment
cover of about 90-95%, and the area with the lower acoustic backscatter was
completely covered by sediment. Both areas were flat (Fig. 4); we infer that the smooth
surfaces and thick sediment cover were responsible for our lack of dredging success.

While the camera batteries were being recharged, we dredged at Stations D4
and D5, located on areas of particularly bright sonar backscatter; Station D4 was near
the end of the Puna Ridge, and Station D5 near the distal end of a flow extending about
50 km south from the end of the Ridge. The 3.5 kHz records were used to locate the
flow margins, and the dredge was dragged up the steep margins of the lava flows from
starting points on the older seafioor. For each station, the pinger was attached to the
wire 300 m above the dredge. Dredging was done with the pinger only 50-150 m
above the sea floor so that the dredge could bite horizontally into the flow margin.
Large samples of olivine-rich basalt were recovered at both stations.

Following these successful dredges, we made a camera run (Station C6) in the
area dredged for Station D5. This camera station (Fig. 5 and Appendix 2) began
southeast of the flow, crossed the flow, and ended in sediment northwest of the flow.
The flow consists mainly of sheet and lobate forms with pillow basait near the flow
margins. Sediment cover on this flow varied with morphology; cover was 90% over flat
and folded sheet flows and 30% over pillow basalt (Fig. 6).

Returning to the Kilauea east rift area at the end of the cruise to augment the
incomplete earlier results, we continued to have difficulty dredging on the north side of
the Puna Ridge, in part because of the necessity to dredge on N to NE headings. We
attempted to dredge the hummocky margin of a flow of intermediate backscatter
(Dredge Station D 39), but recovered only weakly indurated turbidite sediment
containing abundant grains of basaltic glass. The induration of this material raises the
possibility that it may have been deposited on the flow surface while the flow interior
was still warm and generating hydrothermal fluids.

Sediment cover on a flow lobe of slightly lower sonar backscatter, previously
photographed and dredged at station D2 and C3, was then sampled (Box core station
40) to place limits on the sediment thickness. The box was overfilled (65-70 cm) with
interlayered basaltic turbidites and dark yellow brown mud (Fig. 7). The sandy turbidite
layers contain fragments of basaltic glass and devitrified material, presumably derived
from the broad submarine valley draining Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa through Hilo
Bay. Rapid sedimentation at the toe of this valley is probably largely responsible for
the relatively thick sediment covering the Kilauea flows along the north base of the rift
zone. This core sample demonstrates that GLORIA sonar readily penetrated more than
2/3 m of sandy sediment, still yielding a bright backscatter image of the covered lava
flow.



Figure 3. Map of Camera Station C3
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Fiqure 5. Map of Camera Station C6
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Figure 7.

Statiqraphy of box core B40
On lava flow, foot of east rift zone ridge, Kilauea

Water-rich, cohesive mud. Dark
yellowish brown (10YR 4/2).
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Similar to above, dryer, and studded
with pockets of derk glass that may
be filled burrows.
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Graded black sand layer
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—4———Graded black sand layer
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Dark yellow brown mud, dryer than above
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31— Black sand layer, possibly graded
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yellowish brown and black that may be filled burrows.

) |~ Graded black sand layer.

Dark yellow brown mud

Graded black sand layer
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. —More alternating layers of mud and black sand, but lower

5 ¢m of core lost.

The Tower black sand layer contains predominantly lithic
basalt clasts up to 0.6 mm, and glessy clasts are subordinate.
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After additional 3.5 kHz surveying longitudinally along the flow lobes, (for a total
survey length of about 250 nm), another flow was dredged on the east side of the ridge
(Dredge station D41). This dredge station was located on a discrete flow lobe that
clearly erupted from vents upslope on the rift zone at about 2400 m, rather than from
the distal end of the rift. The dredge yielded small fragments of glassy aphyric basalt,
caught in the nylon mesh, even though the bottom of the bag was ripped open. The
dredge sock contained additional basalt fragments, but no silt or mud --the only dredge
haul of the cruise to lack such fine sediment. Original exterior surfaces, preserved on 6
small fragments, are virtually nonpalagonitized (less than a fraction of a micron).
Clearly, this flow is not covered by sediment and is exceptionally young, almost
certainly historic. It may represent the lava eruption associated with the 1790 caldera
collapse event at Kilauea (Holcomb and others, 1988). Alternatively, it might even be a
20th century flow and associated with the 300-m lava-lake subsidence and phreatic
explosions at Halemaumau in 1924,

Finally we dredged the crest of the east rift zone at four points. The first dredge
(Station D42), at about 2400 m water depth, is directly upsliope from the young flow
sampled at the base of the slope. It recovered a young flow petrographically similar to
the young flow in the Hawaiian Trough. Dredges farther west on the crest of the rift
zone ridge of Kilauea (Stations D43 and D45) recovered fragments of relatively young
pillow basalts with varying degrees of palagonitization. These samples will compliment
existing collections from the ridge which are ideal for studying changes in submarine
lava erupted from the same rift zone at different depths. Dredge D44 was unsuccessful
because of a combination of navigation, winch readout, and current problems. Dredge
D45 yielded a large sample of finely vesicular pillow fragments of relatively young
glassy basalt from a depth of 750 m.

In summary, this part of the cruise was highly successful. Although we did not
succeed in collecting samples of large flows north of the Puna Ridge, we acquired
photographs and samples confirming the existence of lava flows south of the Ridge,
including flows having different ages and petrography. One flow probably is historic
and may have caused collapse at the summit of Kilauea in A.D. 1790 or 1924.

Large Flows At Base of Loihi Seamount

Loihi is an active submarine Hawaiian volcano, the youngest in the Hawaiian
chain, as indicated by seismicity and by previously dredged samples of young tholeiitic
and alkalic basalt (Moore and others, 1982). A lobate lava field characterized by high
backscatter on GLORIA images extends southwest and southeast of the south rift zone
onto gentle flanking slopes at depths of as much as 5,200 m. This lava field covers
approximately 600 km2, but was not crossed by any ship tracks during the 1986
GLORIA surveys. The similar backscatter to the deep flows off Kilauea made
comparisons desirable.

After some difficulty in getting power to the magnetometer winch (1 hr lost), we
deployed the magnetometer before crossing the Loihi flows. Due to time limitations, we
only completed a single survey line over the flows surrounding Loihi. Surfaces of
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these flows appear much rougher than those of the Kilauea lavas on the 3.5 kHz
records. They appear to be smaller than the Kilauea flows and have accumulated on
relatively steep slopes (1-59) adjacent to Loihi.

Regional Graben South of Hawaii

The regional graben identified on the GLORIA images, and variously called the
East Hawaii Fracture Zone (Wilde and others, 1980) or Palmer fault zone (Normark and
others, 1987), is bounded by two step faults to the north and a single fault with over 300
m relief to the south. The floor of the graben is punctuated by small, rough highs. The
sediment in the graben is more opaque to 3.5 kHz than that in the surrounding areas.
The origin of this feature is poorly understood but appears to be related to formation of
the seafloor during the Cretaceous magnetic quiet period. This graben was crossed
again on the transit north from the Arch lava field to Dana Seamount. Where we
crossed it the second time, the southern fault scarp bounding the graben is a single
step 450 m high, whereas the northern fault consists of a series of three small offsets.
As discussed later, distal turbidites from the Ka Lae Slide apparently spill into the
graben from the north.

Hawaiian Arch Lava Field.

The 1986 GLORIA surveys identified a uniquely young-appearing lava field,
approximately 20x30 nm in area along the crest of the Hawaiian Arch 100 nm south of
Hawaii Island (Fig. 8). The Hawaiian Arch flow field obscures the sediment-draped
horst-graben topography of the adjacent Cretaceous seafloor, and the 3.5 kHz records
indicate an absence of comparably thick sediment cover on the flows. Outer areas of
the lava field yield small hyperbolic refiections on 3.5 kHz records, probably due to
uneven flow surfaces, but show relatively low backscatter on GLORIA images.

This field contains a lobate central flow area that is characterized by high
backscatter and is therefore relatively young. This distinctive feature (Normark and
others, 1987, fig. 6B?) seemed a promising target for study of young volcanic activity
away from the Hawaiian Ridge. Such a flow may constitute a marginal leak related to
progression of the Hawaiian hot spot, of potentially unusual composition that may bear
on problems of hotspot evolution and oceanic crust-mantle interactions. Accordingly,
we made a detailed survey of it, including two dredges, one camera station, and 90 nm
of bathymetric survey (Fig. 8). Time did not permit detailed study or sampling of the
outer older parts of the flow field.

The young central flow unit on the arch has no sediment observable with the 3.5
kHz (Fig. 9); its surface is remarkably flat, sloping by only about 30 m in 15 nm (0.06°)
in longitudinal profile downflow to the west from a central area where the separate
lobes diverge that is thought to mark the vent. The surface of the young flow is more
uneven in this area than it is to the west, and it is generally similar on the 10 kHz
records to the older flow field. Detailed interpretation of flow morphology in the eastem
area was hindered by failure of the 3.5 kHz transducer during this part of the survey, but
the bathymetric survey was completed using the 10 kHz echo sounder.
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Figure 8. Map of the Arch Flow
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Map of Arch lava field interpreted from combined GLORIA and acoustic-profile data.
Dashed lines, 1986 GLORIA survey tracks; solid lines, 1988 survey lines; tick marks
indicate Julian day and hour. Camera and dredge stations identified by triple-hatched
lines. Sed is accoustically transparent and presumaby thick sediments that blanket the
horst-graben terrain of generally low-relief Cretaceous seafloor. SMis cluster of
seamounts varying in size from monogenetic volcanoes only 1-2 km across to edifices
as much as 10 km across and rising as much as 700 m above the seafloor.
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Figure 9. 3.5 kHz Across Hawaiian Arch Flow

Flank of small seamount

Transverse 3.5 kHz bathymetric profile across the
young central flow of the Arch flow field, recorded

at a ship speed of 8 Kts.



22

In a transverse profile across the broad western lobe of the young flow, surveyed
at 1 kt ship speed during the camera tow (Fig. 10), the south flow margin rises abruptly
about 10 m relative to adjacent thickly sedimented seafloor, but its surface is
remarkably flat, gradually rising by about 2 m in 7.5 km across the flow (slope of 0.020).
This planar surface is split by a medial depression, 60-90 m wide and a few meters
deep, that geometrically resembles axial channels of subaerial flows. Alternatively, the
depression may mark a boundary between separate flow lobes. The young central
flow unit is located in a bathymetric basin, and its surface is deeper than the
surrounding areas. A magnetic line across the widest part of the flow unit has uniform
magnetization, suggesting that it erupted in a relatively short time. The young flow is
bounded to the southwest by a cluster of small seamounts, and to the north and east by
rough older parts of the flow field.

Camera Station C7 crossed the western part of the young central flow from south
to north (Fig. 11) and shows volcanic outcrops protruding through a thin veneer of
sediment (Appendix 3). The southern margin of the flow is dominated by pillow lava,
and the flow top by flat and folded sheet flows. Overall appearance of the flow is similar
to the less sedimented eastern Kilauea flows, especially the interior sheetflow lava,
which may have ponded behind pillow-lava margins (Fig. 5). Compared to the Kilauea
flows, the surface of the arch flow shows even less local relief, no more than a meter.
Several lava coils (Peck, 1966) were imaged near margins of the axial depression,
suggesting proximity to areas of differential flow velocity. Sediment cover is estimated
at only about 10 cm, certainly less than 20 cm. The general character of the flat flow
surface suggests high fluidity.

The northern part of the camera traverse climbs over a 20-m step dominated by
pillow lava fragments and interpreted as marking the south margin of the older flow
field. Above this pillowed margin are more exposures of accordion-folded sheetflow
lava, possibly ponded behind the pillowed margin and partly covered by sediment
estimated at 30-50 cm thick . The last kilometer (25 min) of the camera run is entirely
over surface sediment with no rock exposed and inferred to be a meter or more thick.
(The thickness of sediment cover is difficult to determine, however, because of the low
local surface relief on this flow.) This sediment appears to be ponded in a depression
on the older flow surface. On the concurrently acquired 3.5 kHz record, the exposed
margin of the older flow is characterized by weak reflections, and the sedimented
depression by stronger returns and multiple reflections. Continuation of the 3.5 kHz
profile at low ship speed beyond the camera traverse shows several alternating weakly
reflecting highs and lows, inferred to represent exposed flow rocks, and sedimented
depressions. At normal survey speeds (7-8 kt), only parabolic reflections were
obtained, without evidence for the sedimentary blanket. A small aphyric dense basalt
chip with thin glass was recovered from the camera sled.

Dredge Station D8 recovered 100 kg of nearly-aphyric pillow lava with thin
palagonite rinds (visually estimated at 40 microns). Most of the glass has spalled off
the fragments. The interiors of pillow fragments contain sparse plagioclase
microphenocrysts, and the groundmass is also feldspathic. The lava is dense but



Figure 10. Profile along Camera Station C7
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Figure 11. Map of camera station?

o

2010, ship at end of traverse

Edge of thick
sediment

}
}

Approximate northern
boundary of young lava

o | 2000

1930/1950

1900/1920

1 km

14

1830/1850

%

.e.e.'_e.. T,

1800/1820

©

0. 2:0.0.

2R

13’

Sediment AT
Pillows (o]
Sheet flows N,
Polygons <
Tumuli ~
Lavacoils ©
Rubble FaN
Scarp LAARS
Fix, times © 1
(ship/sled)

630/' 650 Boundarg between

plateaus

Southern boundary of
pressure plateau

}

}

05,5525

12°

17°

1630/1650

1600/1620

traverse

Approximate southern
boundarg. of young lava

}

Approx. camera
Tocation at start of
traverse

B

1532, ship at start of

1A

10’

2l

S9°



25

displays unusual internal structure. Interconnected cavities several centimeters in
diameter pinch and swell irregularly beneath the smooth surface sheetflow crust; these
may be due to entrapment of water or drainback during rapid flowage. Fragments of
mudstone were also recovered, probably from the base of the seamount to the south.
Dredge Station D9 sampled the eastern part of the flow and recovered 75 kg of
sheetflow fragments and pillow fragments of aphyric basalt similar to the basalt
recovered at Station D8. _

The limited sediment cover, thin palagonite rinds, and absence of manganese
coatings suggest that the central flow is a few tens of thousand years old. Based on
typical sediment thicknesses of 40 m on Cretaceous oceanic crust adjacent to Hawaii
(Cruise Report F5-86-HW) , the 10-20 cm sediment thickness on the central Arch flow
could accumulate in approximately 20-40 ka. Typical deep-ocean palagonitization
rates for basaltic glass of about 3 microns/ka ( Hekinian and Hoffert,1975), indicate the
central flow might be as young as 10-15 ka. The sediment cover on the adjacent older
lavas of the Arch flow field appears to be an order of magnitude thicker, suggesting an
approximate age of several hundred thousand years. The lower backscatter of these
older flows on the GLORIA images appears to be due to combined effects of greater
sediment cover and rougher surfaces. Despite the order of magnitude difference in
apparent ages between these two units, they are interpreted together as components of
a single volcanic field because they are much younger than the Cretaceous seafloor
and are confocal in distribution.

The broad western lobe of the young flow, where studied in detail, resembles a
large lava pond confined behind its pillowed margins. The location of this flow lobe in
a broad basin between the older flows of the Arch field and adjacent seamounts
suggests that its thickness may be little more than the 10 m height of its marginal
levees. In the style of current volcanological terminology, it could be called a
"low-aspect-ratio” lava flow. Development of the strikingly flat upper surface over so
large an area probably results from a combination of high fluidity and discharge rate,
inflation aided by well developed lava tubes, and full retention of magmatic gases
owing to the deep water column (4800 m). The possibility of high discharge is
surprising for such a small lava field so far from the axis of the Hawaiian hot spot track.
The surface morphology of the young Arch flow may be comparable to that on large
individual flows of subaerial flood basalt, such as those of the Columbia Plateau field,
which flowed hundreds of kilometers on surfaces of 0.1 m/km (Shaw and Swanson,
1970). Comparable flat flows seemingly do not accumulate along ocean-ridge
spreading centers despite presumed high discharge rates, probably because they are
confined in narrow depressions of rough terrain.

Several additional areas to the west, broadly along the crest of the Hawaiian
Arch, are comparable to older lavas of the Arch flow field in appearance on the GLORIA
and 3.5 kHz records, especially adjacent to the flanks of Pensacola Seamount
(Normark and others, 1987, Fig. 6); these also are tentatively interpreted as relatively
young lava flows. No comparably young lava areas were imaged by GLORIA along
the northeastern segment of the Hawaiian Arch, although anomalous features on
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geophysical profiles north of Oahu have been tentatively interpreted as young lava
flows (Normark and Shor, 1968;Spiess and others, 1969). Thus, the presence of
seemingly young flows at several sites along the crest of the Hawaiian Arch suggests a
genetic relationship. Perhaps voluminous lava has been able to rise through normal
oceanic crust only along extensional fractures related to load-induced subsidence of
the Hawaiian Ridge. One implication of this hypothesis would be that all the flows of
the Arch flow field should be younger than about 1 Ma, the inferred approximate age of
initial growth of the large volcanoes on Hawaii Island, resultant loading of the
underlying oceanic crust, and formation of the most southeasterly parts of the Hawaiian
Trough and Arch. Similarly young flows should be increasingly rare to the northwest,
where the Hawaiian volcanoes are older, and the Hawaiian Ridge is no longer
subsiding. These hypotheses can be tested by subsequent GLORI!A images to be
obtained later in the spring of 1988.

Ka Lae Slide

The Ka Lae slide, identified from the 1986 GLORIA images (Lipman and others,
1988), follows a channel from the upper submarine flank of Mauna Loa, immediately
west of the southwest rift zone. The slide is about 65 km long and extends to a water
depth of about 5,200 m. The toe of the slide spread out at the base of the volcanic
edifice and appears as hummocky ground on GLORIA and accoustical records, similar
to the Alika slide but much less widespread.

During the transit toward Dana Seamount, we collected two box cores (Stations
Bi0 and B11) at distances of 55 and 8 nm in front of the Ka Lae slide. Because the 3.5
kHz system was down, we located these cores at intersections with 1986 GLORIA
lines. The southern sample is a full box of soupy light brown mud from south of the
graben (Fig. 12). On the GLORIA geophysical line at this site the sediment is
transparent, and on the GLORIA image the sediment has moderate acoustic
backscatter.

The second core site is from north of the graben and about 8 nm south of the
most distal hummocks of the Ka Lae landslide. At this site, the sediment is opaque on
the 3.5 kHz and slightly darker on the GLORIA record. The core box was full of
interbedded dark brown mud and black sandy layers (Figure 13). The four sand layers
consist of fresh light-brown sideromelane that is angular, dense, devoid of microlites,
and contains abundant broken crystals of plagioclase and sparse olivine. The sand
layers apparently represent turbidites that extended beyond the blocky portion of the
landslide deposit. Alternatively, they may represent the failure of shallow water sands
that accumulated rapidly during entry of lava into the sea and formation of littoral cones,
which are abundant along the adjacent coastline of Mauna Loa. The high proportion of
plagioclase is puzzling; this phenocryst is typically relatively sparse and subordinate to
olivine in Mauna Loa lavas, especially those erupted from landward vents adjacent to
Ka Lae (Lipman and Swenson, 1984).

After recovering the box core at Station B11, we completed a survey line across
the blocky part of the deposit that shows the hummocky topography of the deposit. This
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Figure 12

Stratigraphy of box core, stationB10
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Figure 13.
Stratigraphy of box core, station B11
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was the first survey line crossing the toe of the Ka Lae slide; previously the landslide
was only inferred from the GLORIA images.

Apuupuu and Dana Seamounts

Apuupuu and Dana Seamounts are parts of a cluster of aseismic seamounts
around Hawaii that are all thought to be Cretaceous in age. Several seamounts to the
west, especially Cross Seamount, have been studied in some detail as part of the
assessment program for Co-rich Mn-crusts. A few of these seamounts have been
dated by radiometric techniques and are between 84 and 92 Ma. Paleomagnetic pole
positions, determined on several, constrain absolute plate motion models prior to the
age of the northernmost Emperor Seamounts, about 80 M (Sager, 1987).

On the transit from Kilauea to the flow on the Hawaiian Arch, we completed a
magnetic line from north to south across Apuupuu that completes a partial previous
survey. Dr. Will Sager at Texas A & M will complete the paleomagnetic data reduction.
This seamount is aimost certainly Cretaceous in age but should be sampled for K-Ar
age dating to complement the determined paleomagnetic pole position. The summit of
the seamount is well located and rises to a depth of about 1870 m.

Dana Seamount had been crossed numerous times by earlier cruises, but the
distribution of magnetic lines did not allow for calculation of a paleomagnetic pole
location. In addition, no rocks suitable for K-Ar dating had been recovered from the
seamount. We completed the paleomagnetic survey and attempted one dredge,
Station D12, on Dana Seamount. The dredge, unfortunately, recovered only
phosphorite and10 kg of altered vesicular basalt unsuitable for K-Ar dating. In addition,
the recovered samples are coated by only thin Mn-oxide crusts. Chalky material in the
dredge may provide some paleontologic age constraints. The presence of phosphorite
indicates the seamount is at least as old as Eocene and therefore unrelated to
Hawaiian volcanism.

Alika Slide

Emplacement of the large Alika slide, derived from the southwest flank of Mauna
Loa, generated a morphologically diverse submarine hummocky terrain that covers
about 4,000 km3 and extends west into the Hawaiian Trough (Fig. 14). This major
feature, discovered during work in Hawaiian waters with the R/V Lee in the late 1970's
(Normark and others, 1979), was fully mapped for the first time during the 1986 GLORIA
survey (Lipman and others, 1988). In order to provide a reconnaissance comparison of
the sedimentary apron in front of this large slide complex with the Kae Lae slide area
(Stations B10-11), we sampled the sediments in the axis of the Hawaiian Trough 10 nm
northwest of the northern Alika slide lobe (Box core Station B13). This basin is
positioned to receive distal sediment derived from several petrologically distinct
sources: (1) large slides off Mauna Loa, (2) similar slide-related sediment associated
with debris slides from the Lanai platform, and (3) erosional and other sediment
generated along the coastline of Hualalai. The recurrence intervals for relatively
infrequent but catastrophic debris slides from the Hawaiian Ridge remains an elusive
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Figure 14. Map of Stations on Alika Slide, Mahukona
Yolcano, Hualalai Rift Zone, and Reef Terraces
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chronologic problem, of great importance in hazard evaluations, for which the
sedimentary aprons in front of the direct slide deposits may provide the most promising
material.

The core box was recovered full, containing dominantly tan mud with many dark
gray silty laminae each about 1 mm thick (Fig. 15). The laminae consist of coarse silt,
including basaltic glass, crystals, and angular devitrifed lithic material. The coarsest
and thickest silt layer was at the bottom of the recovered core. No sand was present
comparable to that at Station B11. Possibly, the entire box core section of the Station
B13 core postdates the Alika slide, and the dark laminae consist of wind-blown
volcanic ash associated with eruptions from Kilauea, Mauna Loa, and/or Hualalai.

A second box core (Station B28) was recovered from the distal end of the
hummocky part of the Alika slide. This core was a full box of stiff brown mud with two
interlayers of graded sand (Fig. 16). Both of these layers are graded, from volcanic
glass at the bottom to foraminiferal ooze at the top. The foramifera are dominantly
pelagic rather than nearshore benthic forms. The location of the core is well below the
carbonate compensation depth, so the foramiferal ooze must have accumulated at a
considerably shallower depth and been emplaced into the Hawaiian Trough as a
turbidite which was then quickly buried before the carbonate could dissolve.

The lateral diversity of shallow sediments in this sector of the Hawaiian Trough
indicated by our four reconnaissance core samples, suggests that a detailed study of
offshore sediments could document features of the evolution of Hawaii Island that are
nowhere preserved on land.

Hualalal Submarine Rift Zone

Hualalai Volcano, the third youngest volcano on Hawaii Island, is now in the
postshield eruptive stage. The entire subaerial surface consists of alkalic basalt
(Moore and others, 1987), but tholeiitic basalt of the shield stage has been recovered
from the submarine northwest rift (Clague, 1982), from several water wells, and as
blocks in a maar deposit (Moore and others, 1987). Lava quenched at high confining
pressure, such as occurs beneath several hundred meters of water, contains the
volatile components that degas during subaerial eruption. Lavas recovered previously
from the submarine rift are all subaerially erupted but submarine emplaced flows.
These lavas had degassed and lost these critical volatile components. Previously
dredged samples were recovered from as deep as 1800 m, suggesting that Hualalai
has subsided by at least this amount since the tholeiitic lavas were erupted, at least
105 ka (Clague, 1987).

Two dredges were located deep along the submarine northwest rift of Hualalai
(Figure 14) to recover lava erupted and emplaced under water. Dredge Stations D26
and D27 recovered 25 and 20 kg of glassy dense olivine-rich pillow fragments. The
glass rinds were surprisingly thick (up to 2 cm) and the palagonite rather thin (<200u)
for lava greater than 105 ka. The olivine-rich petrography and the previous exclusive
recovery of tholeiitic basalt from the submarine rift indicates that the recovered lava is
tholeiitic basalt of the shield stage. Analysis of the volatile and rare gas components
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Figure 15.
Stratigraphy of box core, stationB13

10 km northwest of toe, Alika slide
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Figure 16.
Stratigraphy of box core B28
On toe of Alika slide
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