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Preface

In recent years, almost all countries in Latin America have adopted democratic political
systems and liberal economic policies. The resulting favorable investment climate has
spurred a new wave of North American investment in Latin American mineral resources
and has improved cooperation between geoscience organizations on both continents.

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) has responded to the new situation through
cooperative mineral resource investigations with a number of countries in Latin America.
These activities are now being coordinated by the USGS's Center for Inter-American
Mineral Resource Investigations (CIMRI), recently established in Tucson, Arizona.

In the course of CIMRI's work, we have found a need for a compilation of Spanish
geological and mining terminology that goes beyond the few Spanish-English geological
dictionaries available. Even geologists who are fluent in Spanish often encounter local
terminology or jerga that is unfamiliar. These terms, which have grown out of five
centuries of mining tradition in Latin America, and frequently draw on native languages,
usually cannot be found in standard dictionaries.

There are, of course, many geological terms which can be recognized even by geologists
who speak little or no Spanish. These cognates have largely been excluded from this
glossary. An exception is made for cognates that are pronounced similarly in English
and Spanish, but whose spelling may render them unfamiliar to persons not familiar with
the rules of Spanish pronunciation.

The glossary is alphabetized in the traditional Spanish pattern, thus ch, I, and 7 are
treated as separate letters. A list of abbreviations, a section on weights and measures,
and a list of sources consulted are given in the prefatory material.

This glossary must be considered preliminary. A complete compilation satisfying the
requirements of modern lexicography would require more time than the author can
commit. Any user who finds errors or omissions may kindly write to the author at:

Center for Inter-American Mineral Resource Investigations
U.S. Geological Survey

210 East Seventh Street

Tucson AZ, 85705-8454



Ariz
BC
Bol
Br
Calif
CAm
Ch
chem
Col
cryst
Cu
Ec

Guy
Hon
hyd
LAm
Méx

nm
NMex
obs
Par
Pe

pet

PR
seis

stats

Sto Dgo
surv
SWUS

us
var
vintr

vtr
Vz

Abbreviations
Abreviaturas

adjective
adverb
Argentina
Arizona

Baja California
Bolivia

Brazil

California
Central America
Chile

chemistry
Colombia
crystallography
Cuba

Ecuador

French

Guyana
Honduras
hydrology

Latin America
Mexico

noun (feminine)
noun (masculine)
New Mexico
obsolete
Paraguay

Peru

petroleum
plural

Puerto Rico
seismology
Spain

statistics
Dominican Republic
surveying
southwest United States
Uruguay
United States
variety
intransitive verb
reflexive verb
transitive verb
Venezuela

ii

adjectivo

adverbio

Argentina

Anrizona (EE.UU.)
Baja California (México)
Bolivia

Brasil

California (EE.UU.)
América Central
Chile

quimica

Colombia
cristalografia

Cuba

Ecuador

francés

Guyana

Honduras
hidrologia
Latinoamérica
México

sustantivo feminino
sustantivo masculino
Nuevo México (EE.ULL)
caida en desuso
Paraguay

Perit

petroleo

plural

Puerto Rico
sismologia

Esparia

estadistica

Santo Domingo
levantamiento
suroueste de los EE.ULL
Uruguay

Estados Unidos
vartedad

verbo intransitivo
verbo pronominal
verbo transitivo
Venezuela
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Weights and Measures
Pesos y Medidas

The following is a tabulation of non-metric weights and measures used in Spanish-speaking
countries. Tables of metric weights and measures may be found in almost any standard
dictionary of the English and Spanish languages.

Lo siguente es una compilacién de pesos y medidas no métricos que se emplea en los paises Hispanos. Se
pueda encontrar una tabla de pesos y medidas métricas en cualquier diccionario de ingles o espariol.

Area
Area

A number of local measures of area are used in Spain and Latin America:

almud (Venezuela)
area (Venezuela)
besana (Cuba)

braza (Panama)
cabelleria (Costa Rica)
cabelleria (Cuba)
cabelleria (Ecuador)
cabelleria (El Salvador)
cabelleria (Guatemala)
cabelleria (Honduras)
cabelleria (Mexico)
cabelleria (Nicaragua)
cabelleria (Santo Domingo)
cantero (Ecuador)
carga (Venezuela)
caré (Santo Domingo)
corral (Latin America)
cuadra (Paraguay)
cuadra (Uruguay)
cuadro (Venez.-East)
cuadro (Venez.-West)
cuartilla (Venezuela)
cuerda (Puerto Rico)
estadal (Nicaragua)
estadal (Spain)

fanega (Mexico)
fanegada (Peru)
fanegada (Spain)
fanegada (Venezuela)
labor

legua (Venezuela)
line (Paraguay)

lifio (Paraguay)

litro (Sucre, Venez.)

400 to 25,600 meters?

555 meters?

2,588.77 meters? (6.25 cordeles?)
2.79 meters?

42.254 hectares

13.420 hectares (324 cordeles?)
11.2896 hectares (16 cuadras?)
44.965 hectares (64 manzanas)
44.72 hectares (64 manzanas)
45.027914 hectares

42.7953 hectares (12 fanegas)
45.158 hectares (64 manzanas)
75.46 hectares (1,200 tareas)
441 meters?

1 hectare

1.293 hectares

5,887 hectares

7,500 meters?

1.99 hectares

0.64 to 1.0 hectares

0.64-1.8 hectares

100 to 2,500 meters?

0.393 hectares (4 parcelas)
11.28 meters?

11.182 meters?

3.5663 hectares

0.646 hectares

0.6426 hectares (576 estadales)
0.45 to 4 hectares

71.685 hectares

1,600 to 2,500 hectares

75.1 meters?(100 varas?)

75.1 meters2(100 varas?)

625 meters?



manzana (Argentina)
manzana (Costa Rica)
manzana (El Salvador)
manzana (Guatemala)
manzana (Honduras)
manzana (Nicaragua)

iv

1 hectares

0.699 hectares (8 solares)
0.70258 hectares (10,000 varas?)
0.70 hectares (10,000 varas®)
0.697225 hectares (10,000 varas?)
0.744 hectares (10,000 varas?)

medida (Sucre, Venez.) 625 meters?
medio (Venezuela) 0.5 hectare
parcela (Puerto Rico) 982.6 meters?
plaza (Venezuela) 10 to 20 meters?
roza (Cuba) 0.746 hectares (18 cordeles?)
roza (Cuba) 0.719 hectares (10.000 varas?)
sitio de ganado menor (Mex) 1348.933 hectares
sitio de ganado mayor(Mex) 1,755.61 hectares (1 leguas®)
sitio de labor(Mex) 1,755.61 hectares (1 leguas?)
solar (Costa Rica) 873.62 meters? (1,250 varas?)
solar (Ecuador) 1,764 meters? (4 canteros)
suerte (Nicaragua) 1.41 hectares
suerte (Uruguay) 1,992 hectares (2,700 cuadras?)
tahilla (Spain) 0.1118 hectares
tarea (Cuba) 69.03 meters?
tarea (El Salvador) 280 to 875 meters?
tarea (Santo Domingo) 628.8 meters?
tarea (Venezuela) 50 to 833 meters?
tablén (Venezuela) 0.6 to 1.0 hectares
topo (Peru) 0.349 hectares
topo (Peru, Cuzco) 0.272 hectares
topo (Peru, Puna) 0.461 hectares
yugada (Peru) 32.3 hectares (50 fanegadas)
yugada (Spain) 32.198 hectares
Assay Values
Medidas de Tenor

The traditional measure of silver grade in the Viceroyalty of Peru was marcos por cajon. In
modern day Bolivia and Peru the cajén is defined as 5,000 and 6,000 libras respectively, hence:

marco por cajon (Bolivia)

marco por cajon (Peru)

100 grams per tonne
83.333 grams per tonne

In Bolivia 1 marco por cajén is known as a decimarco (abbreviated D.M.). In Chile, precious metal
grades were often measured as diezmilésimos defined as 0.001 grams metal per gram of ore
(equivalent to 1,000 grams per tonne or 1 part per thousand).



Length

Distancia
punto 1/12 linea
linea 12 puntos
pulgada 12 lineas
cuartat 8 pulgadas
pie or tercia 12 pulgadas
vara 3 pies
yarda 36 pulgadas
braza 2 varas
estado or estadel 2 brazas
cuadra® 75 brazas
milla® 5,000 pies, 1666 2/3 varas

! Except Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Spain where a cuarta is 9 pulgadas.

2 Except Colombia where 100 brazas is a cuadra and in Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uruguay where
100 varas is a cuadra.

3 Except Nicaragua where a milla is 2,200 varas.

In Ecuador the cuarta is known as cuarto or palma. In Guatemala a mecate is 24 varas. In Spain a
dedois 1/12 of a palma and 1/28 of a vara.

The length of a vara varies according to country:

Argentina 0.8667 meters
Bolivia 0.866 meters
Brazil 1.111 meters
Chile 0.8359 meters
Colombia 0.8 meters
Costa Rica 0.836 meters
Cuba 0.848 meters
Curagao 0.8477 meters
Ecuador 0.84 meters
El Salvador 0.836 meters
Guatemala 0.8359 meters
Honduras 0.835 meters
Mexico 0.83800 meters
Nicaragua 0.84 meters
Panama 0.80 meters
Paraguay 0.8666 meters
Peru 0.8382 meters
Sao Tome & Principe 4.84 meters
Santo Domingo 0.836 meters
Spain 0.8359 meters
Spain (Burgos) 0.8359 meters
Uruguay 0.859 meters
Venezuela 0.838 meters

A legua is the distance covered by 5,000 footsteps or pies, equivalent to 5,000 to 5,572 meters
depending on the legal definition of the vara. The legua is sometimes defined as 8,000 footsteps



vi

or pies. The legua is also sometimes reckoned as the distance covered by horseback in one hour
over level terrain. A day's ride on horseback is considered to cover 6 leguas. Legal definitions of

the legua vary from country to country:

Argentina 6,000 varas 5.20 km
Chile 5,400 varas 4.51386 km
Colombia 6,250 varas 5 km
Cuba 5,000 varas 4.24 km
Ecuador 5 km
El Salvador 4 km
Guatemala 6,666.6667 varas 5.573 km
Honduras 5,000 varas 4.175 km
Mexico 5’000 varas 4.190 km
Paraguay 5,000 varas 4.333 km
Peru 5.556 km
Santo Domingo 5 km
Spain 6,666.667 varas 5.573 km
Spain (Medievel) 5,000 varas 4.1795 km
Uruguay 6,000 varas 5.154 km
Venezuela 5.565 km
Other measures of length are:

cabulla (Venezuela) 80 meters

codo (Spain) 0.418 meters

cordel (Cuba) 20.352 meters (24 varas)

cordel (Paraguay) 69.88 meters

cuerda (Paraguay) 69.88 meters

linea (Arg., Para.) 2 millimeters

mecate (Costa Rica) 20.064 meters (24 varas)

ona (Santo Domingo) 1.188 meters

paso (Spain) 1.39 meters

sesma (Spain) 13.93 centimeters

tercia (Costa Rica) 27.87 centimeters (1/3 vara)

Volume
Volumén

A cajén (cargo in Spain) is a cubic vara. In Mexico a braza de piedra is defined as a block of rock 2
by 4 by 1 varas in dimensions equivalent to 4.7078 cubic meters.



grano

tomin
adarme
ochava
onza
marco
libra
botija
arroba
almud
cuartilla
tercio!
quintal
fanega®
carga®
peso
tonelada
montént
cajon®

! Except Mexico where a tercio is 160 libras.

Weight
Peso

1/12 tomin
12 granos
3 tomines
2 adarmes
8 ochavas

8 onzas
2 marcos
12.5 libras
25 libras
28 libras
50 libras
80 libras
4 arrobas

2 quintales
3 quintales
20 arrobas

20 quintales

3,000 libras

5,000 libras

vii

2 Except El Salvador where a fanega is 24 medios or 432 to 720 libra, Nicaragua where a fanega is
3.5 quintales, and Uruguay where a fanega métrica is 100 kg.
3 Except Costa Rica where a carga is 350 libras and El Salvador and Nicaragua where a carga is 2
quintales. In Mexico a carga métrica is 140 kilograms.
4 In Mexico a ménton varied from 15 to 32 quintales.

5 Except in Chile where a cajén is 6,400 libras and Peru where a cajon is 6,000 libras.

In Bolivia the libra is also known as the arratel. In Colombia a tonelada granadina is 1,000
kilograms. In Ecuador the quintal is also known as the media and the fanega as the mula. In El

Salvador a medio is 18 to 30 libras, a carretada or tonelada corta is a tonelada of 20 quintales, and the
carretada is 3 camionadas (toneladas). In México a tarea is 4 montones of 100 quintales. In Paraguay

the arroba is called arobe. In Spain a tonelada grande is 2,240 libras. In some areas of Spain there
were 12, 17, or 20 onzas to a libra. The weight of a libra varies from country to country:

Argentina
Brazil
Central America
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Ecuador

El Salvador
Guatemala
Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua

0.4594 kilograms
0.4600 kilograms
0.4730943 kilograms
0.0460 kilograms

0.5 kilograms

0.460 kilograms
0.507825 kilograms
0.460 kilograms
0.460 kilograms
0.460 kilograms
0.460 kilograms
0.46024634 kilograms
0.460 or 0.46024 kilograms



Paraguay

Peru

Santo Domingo
Spain

Uruguay
Venezuela

Other measures of weight are:

almud (Venezuela)
botijuela (Venezuela)
bulto (Venezuela)
cabulla (Venezuela)
caja (Nicaragua)
caja (Venezuela)
cajén (Bolivia)

cajon (Peru)

carga (Venezuela)
cotejo (Venezuela)
cuadro (Venezuela)
cuartilla (Venezuela)
cuenta (Venezuela)
barril (Fr. Guiana)
fanega (Venezuela)
lata (Costa Rica)
litro (Venezuela)
madeja (Venezuela)
mancuerna (Honduras)
mancuerna (Venezuela)
mara (Venezuela)
mil (Venezuela)
paca (Venezuela)
palito (Venezuela)
paquete (Venezuela)
punto (Venezuela)
quilate (Colombia)
quintal métrico

saco (Venezuela)
tercio (Venezuela)
vara (Venezuela)

Typical loads (cargas) for transporting ore are:

man

rawhide oresack
fiber oresack
mule

wagon

viii

0.459 kilograms
0.46009 kilograms
0.4536 kilograms
0.460093 kilograms
0.4594 or 0.4 kilograms
0.4609 kilograms

9 to 50 kilograms

5 kilograms

18-80 kilograms

20 kilograms

16 kilograms

18 to 63 kilograms
2,300.4651 kilograms
2,760.5581 kilograms
22 to 345 kilograms
5 kilograms

60 kilograms

2 to 10 kilograms
10 to 50 kilograms
100 kilograms

46 to 400 kilograms
453.1 grams

2.5 kilograms

5 to 15 kilograms
1.4375 kilograms

2 to 15 kilograms
50 to 200 kilograms
400 kilograms

50 kilograms

9 to 18 kilograms
1.2 to 2 kilograms
600 kilograms

20 milligrams

100 kilgrams

20 to 60 kilograms
40 kilograms

250 grams

2 arrobas
2-4 arrobas
5-6 arrobas
8-14 arrobas
120 arrobas



grano
quilate

real
tomin
peso
castellano or dineral
marco

libra

grano

tomin
dinero
adarme
ochava
onza
marco or dineral

Coinage - Gold
Moneda - Oro

Coinage -Silver
Moneda - Plata

1/4 quilate
4 granos
6 granos

3 quilates, 2 tomines
4 tomines
2 pesos
50 castellanos or dinerales

2 marcos

1/12 tomin
12 granos
2 tomines
3 tomines
2 adarmes
8 ochavas

8 onzas

The Spanish peso was a silver coin of about 25 grams in weight.
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A

aalenense adj Aalenian | nm Aalenian

aaleniano,-na adj Aalenian

aaleniense adj Aalenian

aaltar nm regolith found in western Flanders

aas nm a type of sand dune

dbaco nm a. trough (artesa) in which gold
placers are washed | washtrough, buddle |
graph, chart, nomogram

abajadero nm slope, downgrade

abajador nm [Sp, Méx] tool carrier in (a mine)

abajamiento nm subsidence

abajar vtr to lower, letdown | to fall, descend

abajo adv down, below, under

abajor nm depression

abaluartado,-da adj rock mass in the form of a
bulwark (baluarte)

abancalado,-da ad; terraced

abandonado,-da adj abandoned, as in mina
abandonada which should be distinguished
from una mina agotada which has been
abandoned specifically due to depletion

abandonamiento nm abandonment

abandonar vtr to abandon | to leave, as in los
mineros abandonaron la mina 'the miners left the
mine' | a. un sondeo to abandon a. well

abanico nm fan | fan shaped workings or stopes
| a. aluvial alluvial fan | a. de deyeccién talus
fan, debris cone

abarrancar vtr to excavate | to form gullies

abarranco,-ca adj excavated

abastar vtr to furnish, supply

abastecimiento nm supply | a. de agua water
supply

abasto nm output of a mine or mill |
provisioning, supplying | abundance, great
amount | a. de agua water supply

abataje nm breaking ground

abatén nm inaccessible location

aberracién nf aberration

aberrante nm aberrant

abertal adj cracked, generally by drought

abertura nf opening, fissure | aperture | the
reopening of a vein | driving of levels or
drifting in a mine | gap or pass " 'ctween
mountains | cove, small bay | «. Jde galeria
driving, tunneling | a. volcinica vent

abetunado,-da adj very brown

abichita nf [Ch] clinoclase

A-1

abierto,-ta adj open | flat, level (terrain)

abigarrado,-da adj multi-colored, variegated |
mottled

abioglifo nm abioglyph

abiético,-ca adj abiotic

abisal adj abyssal

abisico,-ca adj abyssal

abismal adj abyssal

abismo nm abyss | deep | steep face

abisolbéntico,-ca adj abyssal-benthic

abisolito nm batholith

abisolitico,~ca adj abyssolitic

abisopeldgico,~ca adj abyssal-pelagic

ablacién nf erosion | ablation

ablatégrafo nm ablatograph

abocardado,~da adj bell or funnel shaped

abocarder vtr to widen the opening of or to
something

abocardo nm drill

abocelado,-da adj torus-shaped

abocinado,~da adj trumpet shaped, splayed

abocinamiento nm widening

abocinar vtr to widen an opening

abombado,-da adj convex | swollen

abombamiento nm dome | anteclise

aborregado,-da adj glaciated | striated by the
action of glaciers

aborto de oro nm [Pe] nuggets of gold found in
potholes (hucucas)

abovado,-da adj arched, vaulted

abra nf reopening of a vein | fissure or cleft in
sand | gorge, break or fissure in a mountain |
clearing, opening, gap | cove | [surv] clearing
for line of sight

abrasilado,-da adj deep red

abrasién nf erosion by water and wind |
abrasion | scour

abrasivo,-ca adj abradant, abrasive

abrazar vtr to enclose | to fabricate some kind
of structure to prevent caving and spalling of
the roof of a mine

abrevadero nm flooded mine | [Col] a water
filled excavation used to work placers

abridura nf [Méx] enlargement (of a gallery)

abrigo nm the width of a vein | inhabited cave
| a. del carbén [Cerro de Pasco, Pe] argillaceous
rock forming the footwall and hanging wall to
coal seams

abrillantar vtr to cut (diamonds or other
gemstones)

abrimiento nm opening



abrir vtr to drive or open up a working | a. el
terreno to bore | a. una galeria to drift | a. un
pozo to sink a shaft or well | a. un surco to dig a
trench | a. un tunel to tunnel

abrirse vpr to open up, widen (as for a vein)

abrojos nmpl reef, hidden rocks

abronzado nm tetrahedrite | [Méx] chalcopyrite
and other copper ores

abrupto,-ta adj terraced, scarp like | steep,
sheer, abrupt | rugged, craggy

absaroquita nf absarokite

abscisa nf abscissa

absorbencia nf absorption, absorbency,
absorptivity

absorbente nm absorbent, absorptive

absorber vir to absorb

absorbible adj absorbable

absorcién nf absorption | a. atmosférica
atmospheric absorption | a. del suelo ground
absorption

absorsor nm absorber

absorto,-ta adj absorbed

abstraccién nf abstraction

abultar vtr to bulk, swell

abundamiento nm abundance

abundancia nf abundance

abundante adj abundant

abundar vtr to be plentiful, abound | to be rich
in

abundoso,-sa adj abundant

abysal adj abyssal

abysico,-ca adj abyssal

acabalgamiento nm thrust, overthrust

acadiano,-na adj Acadian | nm Acadian

acddico,~ca adj Acadian

acadiense m Acadian

acamado,-da adj horizontal

acampanado,-da adj bell shaped

acampanar vtr to flare, splay | [Col] toclean a
placer down to paydirt

acampar vér to camp | to build a camp

acanalado,-da adj grooved | ribbed | fluted |
corrugated, troughed

acanaladura nf groove, channel

acanalamiento nm grooving

acanelado nm [Zacatecas, Méx] finely
disseminated black, brown and yellow
sphalerite mixed with argentite and
pyrargyrite-proustite

acantilado,-da adj steep, sheer, precipitous | nm
cliff, steep slope

acantita nf acanthite

acaobado,-da adj mahogany colored

acaparrosado,-da adj copper colored

acardenillado,-da adj stained by copper
carbonate

acarmelado,-da adj caramel colored

acarmirado,~da adj carmine, crimson

acarreadizo,-za adj portable | shifting (sand)

acarreo nm tranported material of any kind |
transport of ore, supplies, etc. | alluvium |
float, drift | supply | a. acuifero conglomerate
| a. fluvial silt, alluvium | river drift | a.
fluvioglacial fluvioglacial drift | a. hidraulico
sluicing, hydraulicking | a. morrénico moraine
| de a. placer

acarreos nmpl material carried by a stream, bed
load | drift | float | a. de glaciar glacial drift |
a. del escurrimiento silt runoff

acavemnar vir to take the form of a cavern

acceso nm entrance

accesorio,-ria adj accessory

accidentado,~da adj rough, uneven, hilly, broken

accidental adj accidental | accessory

accidente nm roughness, uneveness (terrain) |
any topographic feature which disrupts the
regular form of a terrain | a. del terreno hills
and valley | a. longitudinal parallelism of
vertical folds | a. topogrifico hills and valleys

accién nf share in a. mine, venture, company or
property | capital stock of a. company | a.
edlica aeoliation

aceite nm any oil of vegetable or mineral origin

aceitero,-ra adj of oil, oil

aceitén nm thick oil | dregs, oily sediment

aceitoso,-sa adj oily

aceleracién nf acceleration | a. de gravedad
gravitational acceleration

acelerador nm accelerogram | a. de reaccién
catalyst

acelerdégrafo nm accelerograph

acelerograma nm accelerogram

acelerometro nm accelerometer

acendrada nf [Pe] white marl used as a
refractory

acendramiento nm metal refinery

acendrar vtr to refine metal

acequia nf flume | [Pe] brook

acerado nm [Arg] silver sulfide-bearing pyrite
ore | [Peras, Méx] massive gold-bearing pyrite
in milky quartz | [Guadalcazar, Méx]
guadalcazarite | [Méx] stephanite, cerargyrite



or any other steel grey silver mineral | [Potosi,
Bol] jamesonite | a. blanco [Potosi, Bol] white
jamesonite | a. lejizo [Potosi, Bol] slaty
jamesonite | a. zebroso [Potosi, Bol] fibrous
jamesonite

acerado,~da adj steely, color of steel, steel grey

acerar vtr to chill, harden

acerdesa nf wad or bog manganese

aceria nf steel works or mill

acerillo nm [Pe] small, granular crystals of
galena (considered to be rich in silver)

acero nm steel

acetato nm acetate

acético,~ca adj acetic

acicular adj acicular

aciculita nf aikinite

acidez adj acidness | nf acidity

acidificacién nf acidification

acidificar vtr to acidify | to acidize | vpr to
acidify

acidimetro nm acidmeter

dcido,-da adj acidic | nm acid | 4 acético acetic
acid | 4 bérico boric acid | 4 carbélico carbolic
acid | 4 clorhidrico hydrochloric acid | & fénico
carbolic acid | & hidroclérico hydrochloric acid
| 4 hidriédico hydroiodic acid | 4 lodoso [pet]
sludge acid | d muriatico hydrochloric acid | 4
nitrico nitric acid | & nitrohidroclérico nitric acid
| 4 nitromuridtico nitric acid | 4 sulfitrico
sulfuric acid

acidula nf mineral water rich in carbonic acid

acidular otr to acidulate | to acidize

aciete nm oil | a. bruto crude oil | oil in bulk | a.
combustible fuel oil | a. crudo crude oil | a. de
alquitran tar oil | a. de alumbrado kerosene | a.
de azufre sulfuric acid | a. de carbén coal oil,
kerosene | a. de esquisto shale oil | a. de horno
fuel oil | a. de limpara [Méx] kerosene | a. de
taladrar drilling oil | a. de vitriolo sufuric acid |
a. lampante [Sp] kerosene | a. mineral petroleum

acije nm vitriol, metal sulfate | a. amarillo
copiapite | a. blanco goslarite | a. de hierro iron
vitriol

acis nm volcanic vent | diapiric fold

aclinico,-ca ad;j aclinic

aclividad nf acclivity

acimut nm azimuth

acimutal adj azimuthal

acobrado,-da ad; copper colored

acocadera nf stone cutter's chisel

acodalamiento nm shoring, trench bracing

acodalar vtr to shore, brace

acodamiento nm break | shoring, trench
bracing

acodar vtr to shore, brace | [surv] to offset

acometer vfr to branch

acomodana nf [Pe] ore deposit

aconcharse vpr [Ch] to deposit sediment

acéndrito nm achondrite

acontita nf [Ch] mixture of pyrite and
arsenopyrite

acopado,~da adj hollowed out, cupped, cup-
shaped

acopio nm waste heap, tailings dump

acordamiento nm concordance of strata

acordancia nf conformity, concordance

acordanza nf artificial concordance caused by
tectonic movements

acostado,~da adj recumbent

acostar vfr to take a vertical dip

acostarse vpr to change dip or direction

acotacién nf boundary marker or monument |
elevation marked on a map or plan | [Cu]
elevation

acotamiento nm setting of boundary markers

acotar vtr to delimit, mark the boundaries of |
to mark elevations | [surv] to mark out, set
monuments

acotilla nm sledge hammer

acrecencia nf accretion

acrecimiento nm accretion

- acrecién nf accretion

acrepie nm acre-foot

acribar vtr to sift, sieve, screen

acrisolar vtr to refine, assay or purify metals in a
crucible (crisol)

acrisolado,-da ad; refined, purified in a crucibi

acrobatolitico,-ca adj acrobatholitic

acroita nf achroite

acromitico,-ca adj achromatic

actinico,-ca adj actinic

actinio nm actinium

actinota nf actinolite

actinoto nm actinolite

activado,-da adj activated

actividad nf [chem] activity

Actual nm Holocene

acudtico,-ca adj aquatic

dcueo,-ea adj aqueous

dcueoglacial adj glacioaqueous

dcueo-igneo,-nea adj hydroplutonic

acuicierre nm aquiclude



acuiclusa nf aquaclude

acuico,~ca adj aquic

acuifera nf aquifer

acuifero,-ra adj water-bearing, aquiferous | a.
artesiano artesian aquifer

acuifuga nf aquifuge

acuitardo nm aquitard

acumbrado,-da adj in the form of a pinnacle

acuminado,-da adj conical

acumulacién nf deposition | accumulation |
accretion

acumulador de mineral nm large ore deposit

acumular vtr to aggrade

acumulativo,-va adj cumulative

acufiamiento nm truncation of strata or deposits
by erosion | thinning out of a vein

acufiarse vpr to truncate

acuoso,-sa adj of or pertaining to water, aquose
| aqueous, watery

acuosoluble adj water soluble

acustico,-ca adj acoustic

acutdngulo,-la adj acute angled

achatado,~da adj oblate

achatamiento nm levelling by erosion

achatar vir to level by erosion

achicamiento nm draining of a mine

achicar vtr to dewater a mine or working

achiflonado,-da adj [Ch] sloping

achique nm dewatering

achia nf [Ch] small, earthenware pan used for
making tests during the patio process of
amalgamating silver ores

achura nf [Bol] rich ore

adamantino,-na ad; adamantine

adamelita nf adamellite

adamina nf adamite

adarme nm half a dram or 1/16 of a Spanish
ounce

adelantado,-da adj advanced

adelantar vtr to advance

adelgazamiento nm the thinning out of a bed or
vein | a. que termina en cusia wedging out

adelgazar otr to thin out as for veins, beds, etc.
| [Col] to separate gold and concentrates
(jaguas) from gravel in order to facilitate final
washing

adema nm [min] shore, prop

ademado nm [min] timbering, bracing, shoring
| [Méx] well casing | a. de cajén cribwork

ademador nm timberman, shorer

ademadora nf ax used in mine timbering

A4

ademar vfr to shore, timber (a mine)

ademe nm shore, strut | a. de prestado temporary
timbering

ademantino,-na adj diamond-like, adamantine

adentro adv inside | mar a. offshore | terra a.
inland

adherido,-da adj adherant | attached | no a.
unattached

adiabitico,-ca adj adiabatic

adiamantado,-da adj diamond-like, adamantine

adicién nf apposition | addition

adicional nm admixture

adicionante nm admixture

adinola nf desmosite

adipita nf chabazite

adobe nm clayey, loess-like soil that is plastic
when wet but hard when dried and thus
suitable for brickmaking

adobera nf brickyard or brick works

adoguina nf desert pavement

adorberia nf brickyard

adsorber vtr to adsorb

adsorcién nf adsorbtion

adularitizacién nf adularitization

adventicio,-cia adj adventitious

adyacente adj adjacent, contiguous

aegerina nf acmite

aegirina nf acmite

aerifero,-ra adj copper-bearing

aerébico,-ca adj aerobic

aerolito nm aerolite, stony meteorite

aerofotografia nf aerial photography

aerofotogréfico,-ca adj aerial photographic

aerofotogrametria nf aerial photogrammetry

aerofotogramétrico,-ca ad; aerial
photogrammetric

aerofototopografia nf topography by aerial
photography

aeromagnético,-ca adj aeromagnetic

aeromagnetria nf aeromagnetics

aeropoligonacion nf aerial traversing

aerotopégrafo nm aerotopograph

aerotriangulacién nf aerotriangulation

aerovia de cable nf aerial tramway

afallamiento nm [Méx] faulting

afanesa nf aphanite, clinoclase

afanita nf amphibolite | aphanite

afanitico,-ca adj aphanitic

afidico,~ca adj aphyric

afin adj adjacent | similar | affine

afinacién nf refining | a. por cristalizacion



Pattison process for separating silver from lead

afinado nm refining

afinadura nf refining

afinamiento nm refining

afinar vir to refine metals

afino nm refining | refinery

aflojadero nm [Méx] the soft part of a vein

aflojar vtr to loosen, slacken | to remove ore
trapped in an ore chute | a. el canalén [Col] to
pan or wash material accumulated in a ground
sluice (canalén)

afloramiento nm outcrop | exposure

aflorar en vintr to outcrop or crop out | to
spring (groundwater) | vtr tosift or sieve

afluencia nf runoff, inflow

afluente adj inflowing, affluent, tributary | nf
tributary

afluir vintr to flow in | to be a tributary | to
open, lead

aflujo nm inflow, runoff, afflux

aforamiento nm valuation, appraisal | guaging,
measuring

aforar vir to guage, measure capacity or tonnage
| to measure or guage a flow of water | to
appriase

aforo nm guaging, measuring, measurement |
appraisal, assessment, valuation | flow of a
river | capacity

afético,~ca adj aphotic

afrechera nf [Pe] a finely divided amalgam
which results from the use of insufficient
mercury

afrentar un hilo vtr [Col] to make a
perpendicular cut accross a vein to determine
its thickness, dip and strike

afrolitico,-ca adj aphrolitic

afrontonar vtr to muck (ore)

Aftonense nm Aftonian, Giinz-Mindel
interglacial

aga nf red marl

agalisico nm plutonic rocks

dgata nf agate | a. en cinta ribboned agate

agente nm agent | a. catalitico catalyst | a. de
tierras land man | a. mineralizador mineralizing
agent | a. mineralizante minerlizing agent | a.
quimico reagent | a. reductor reducing agent

aglomeracién nf agglomeration

aglomerado nm agglomerate, conglomerate | a.
volcanico agglutinate

aglomerante nm matrix

aglomerar vtr to agglomerate
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aglutinante nm cement

aglutinar vtr to agglutinate, cement | to
aggregate

aglutinizacién nf agglutinization

agmatitico,~ca adj agmatitic

agojia nf a channel cut to remove water from a
mine

agolpamiento nm impounding

agobnico,-ca adj agonic | nf agonic line

agotado,-da adj depleted, exhausted | pinched
or thinned out

agotamiento nm depletion | drainage

agotar vtr to exhaust, deplete | to thin or pinch
out | to drain, dewater

agotarse vpr to pinch or thin out

agradacién nf aggradation

agradar vtr to aggrade

agregacién nf aggregation

agregado,-da adj aggregated | nm aggregate |
admixture | soil | a. coloidal admixture | a.
cristalino crystal law group | a. escalonado
graded aggregate | a. graduado graded
aggregate | a. grueso coarse aggregate | a.
paralelo crystal group | a. tal como sale run-of-
mine aggregate

agrietadura nf crack or fissure

agrietamiento nm fissuring, fracturing

agrimensor nm surveyor | a. de minas mine
surveyor

agrimensura nf surveying

agrio,-ia adj acid or sour | brittle (ores) | rough
(terrain)

agrisado,-da adj greyish, grey

agrupamiento nm group | a. cristalino crystal
law group

agua nf water | luster of diamonds and other
precious stones | a. abajo downstream | a.
acidula mineral water rich in carbonic acid | a.
arriba upstream | a. artesiana artesian water | a.
avaiable available moisture | a. blanda soft
water | a. calcirea hard water | a. capilar
capillary water | a. carbonatada carbonated
water | a. congénita connate water | a. connata
connate water | a. cruda hard water | a. de
achique drained mine water | a. de cal lime
water | a. de cantera quarry water | a. de
cohesién cohesive water | a. de consolidacién
water of compaction | a. de constitucién water
of constitution | a. de cristalizacién
crystallization water | a. de descarga waste
water | a. de expulsion compaction water | a. de



fondo ground water | bottom water (in a well)
| a. de formacién connate water | a. de gravedad
meteoric water | a. de grieta fissure water | a.
de hidratacién water of hydration | a. de
imbibicién absorption water | a. de infiltracién
percolation water | a. de lluvia or llovediza rain
water | a. de madre water from which minerals
have precipitated, mother liquor | a. de
manantial spring water | a. de mar seawater | a.
de mina mine water | a. de noria [Méx] well
water | a. de percolacién percolation water | a.
de pie spring water | a. de retencién pore water
| a. de saturacién saturation water | a. de
sobresaturacién dilation water | a. de tratamiento
process water | a. del suelo soil water | a.
delgada soft water | a. dormida stagnant water |
a. dulce soft or fresh water | a. dura hard water
| a. estancada standing or stagnant water | a.
ferruginosa iron-rich mineral water | a. fésil
connate water | a. freitica groundwater,
phreatic water | a. fuerte nitric acid | a. gorda
hard water | a. infiltrada percolation water | a.
juvenil juvenile water | a. limitada bound water
| a. magmatica magmatic water | a. marginal
edge water | a. metamérfica metamorphic water
| a. metedrica meteoric water | a. mineral
mineral water | a. natural spring water (lacking
minerals) | a. oxigenada oxygenated water | a.
pelicular pellicular water | a. pluvial rain water
| a. potable potable water | a. regia aqua regia |
a. rejuvenecida rejuvenated water | a. saladasalt
or saline water | a. salobre brackish or briny
water | a. singenética connate water | a. somera
shallow water | a. subdlvea water in a stream
bed | a. subterranea (under)ground water | a.
subterrinea endicada perched ground water | a.
subterrinea fija fixed ground water | a.
subterrénea fijada attached ground water | a.
subyacente bottom or edge water | a. sucia
unpotable water | a. surgente artesian water |
a. surgidor artesian water | a. surtidora artesian
water | a. telirica groundwater | a. termal
thermal water | a. vadosa vadose water | a.
vadosiana vadose water | a. viva spring water
aguacero nm waterfall
aguachento,-ta adj watery, full of water,
saturated
aguachinar vtr to saturate
aguada nf flood | saturation | inundation of a
mine by water | [Ch] spring
aguaducho nm conduit | flood
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agualotal nm [Arg, Cu] bog, swamp

aguallita nf shallow water

agualluvia nf rain water

aguamarina nf aquamarine

aguar vir to water, dilute

aguarse vpr to be flooded or inundated by water

aguas nfpl mineral waters in general | a. abajo
downstream | a. altas high water | a.
aprovechables water resources | a. arriba up
stream | a. artesianas artesian water | a. bajas
low water | a. broncas [Méx] flood waters | a.
cloacales de infiltracién ground water | aguas de
afloramiento upwelling | a. de cabecera [PR]
headwaters | a. estiales low water | a. inmundas
waste water | a. juveniles juvenile waters | a.
madres mother solution | a. meteéricas meteoric
water | a. minimas low water | a. pluviales rain
water | a. residuales waste water | a. someras
[Arg] surface water | a. teliricas [Arg] ground
water | a. termales thermal waters | a. vertientes
runoff | a. vivas flowing water

aguatal nm [Ec] pool, swamp

aguazal nm swamp, bog, marsh

agudo,-da adj acute, sharp

agiiilla nf water, fluid

aguja nf pointed peak of a mountian | compass
needle | [surv] marking pin, arrow | [Sp]
small vein | [Col] small branch vein or stringer
| a. de marear compass

agujerar vir to perforate

agujero nm drill hole | fissure | mouth of a well

agujilla nf [Hualgayoc, Pe] fibrous stromeyerite

aguosidad nf water, fluid

aguoso,-sa adj watery

aguzado,-da adj tapering

ahebrado,-da ad; fibrous

ahechar vir to sift or sieve

aherrumbrarse vpr to be stained by iron oxide |
to aquire the color of rust

ahitar otr [surv] to set monuments

ahocinarse vpr to run through a narrow canyon
(rivers) | to cuta gorge

ahogado,-da adj flooded, inundated, drowned |
[Méx] embedded

ahogar vtr to submerge, drown

ahogarse vpr to be submerged | a. el oro [Col]
to lose gold by being carried off by water

ahondadura nf sinking, excavation, digging

ahondamiento nm sinking, excavation, digging

ahondar otr to sink a shaft | to deepen a well

ahonde nm sinking, excavation, digging |



deepening | shaft dug to establish legal title to
a claim | the depth of seven varas to which a
discovery shaft must be dug to gain legal title
to a claim

ahuesado,-da adj bone-colored, yellowish |
bone-hard

ahumado,-da adj smokey

aireado,~da adj aerated

aislamiento nm isolation

aiza nf [Bol] caving

ajaquefa nf cave

ajarafe nm tableland

ala nf limb, side, flank

alabandina nf alabandite | hyaline quartz

alabastrado,-da adj alabaster, alabastrine

alabastrino,-na adj alabaster, alabastrine | nf
thin sheet of alabaster

alabastrita nf transluscent gypsum

alabastro nm alabaster | a. yesoso transluscent
gypsum

alado,~da adj flange-like

aladrero nm [Sp] timberman (in a mine)

alagadizo,~za adj subject to flooding

alagado nm flooded land

alagar vtr to flood

alagunar vtr [Ch] to flood

alajite nm [Méx] altered rhodonite

alambre nm copper | bronze | metal wire | a.
carril [Arg) aerial tramway

alamontita nf allamontite

alanita nf allanite

alanoca nf an advance on wages yet to be
recieved (these were regularly demanded by
minga labor in Spanish colonial Pert)

alasquita nf alaskite

albar adj white | white-hot | nm dry, white
earth

albaro,-ra adj white

albarazado,-da adj whitish

albariza nf lagoon | dry white earth

albarizo,~za adj whitish

albayaldado,-da adj covered by cerussite

albayalde nm cerussite | a. de plomo cerussite |
a. rojo crocoite

albense adj Albian

alberca nf pool, pond

albero nm whitish earth | [Andalusia, Sp]
yellow sand used for construction

albertense adj Albertian

albertita nf asphaltic coal | ash coal | albertite

albiano,-na adj Albian
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albica nf white earth

albiense adj Albian | nm Albian

albin nm bloodstone (a var of hematite)

albina nf salt pool or marsh | albite (archaic
spelling) | apophyllite | a. de marisma white
deposits (madre de sal) left by salt marshes and
lakes when they dry up

albino,-na adj very white

albitizacién nf albitization

albitizado,-da adj albitized

albitéfido nm albitophyre

albufera nf coastal lagoon, tidal lagoon

albuhera nf pond

alcalde nm justice of the peace | a. caniari an
Indian in charge of passing along instructions
related to the mita | a. de minas a Spaniard or
Creole who was the primary judge of cases
involving miners and mining | a. veedor official
charged with the inspection of working and
mining conditions

dlcali nf alkali

alcali-basalto nm alkali basalt

alcalinidad nf alkalinity

alcalino,-na adj alkaline | a.-térreo alkaline earth

alcalinotérreo,-rea ad;j alkaline earth

alcali-riolita nf alkali rhyolite

alcali-riolitico,~ca adj alkali rhyolitic

alcali-traquita nf alkali trachyte

alcance nm reach, range | drift | coverage

alcanzar a vtr to reach to, extend to | vintr to
get as far as a certain point

alcapparosa nf copperas | a. amarillo copiapite |
a. azul chalcanthite | a. blanco goslarite

alcarria nf plateau

alcohol nm galena | [Bol] antimony | a. de
alferos cubic crystals of galena | a. de hoja
[Linares, Sp] galena containing little or no
silver

alcor nm hill

alcotana nf pick, mattox | stone cutter's
hammer

alcuba nf dome, cupola

alcubilla nf basin, pond

dlea nm risk | randomness | & funcional random
function | @ numérico random variable | 4
vectorial random vector

aleacién nf alloy

aleaje nm alloy

alear vtr to alloy

aleatorio,-ria adj random

aleatorizacién nf randomization



aledaiio,-na adj bordering, adjacent

alejamiento nm [surv] latitude | alejamientos y
desciaciones latitudes and departures

alejandrita nf alexandrite (a var of chrysoberyl)

alemontita nf allemontite

alero nm horizontal bed or layer

alevante nm [Méx] overhand stope

alfagra nf [Sp] channel | gorge

alfaguara nf an abundant spring

alfaque nm shoal, bar

alférez nm an Indian serving as standard bearer
in a fiesta de tabla (his contributions to the
church and its officials exempted him from the
mita for three years)

alfiler de oro nm [Col] acicular gold

alga nf algea

algdceo,-cea adj algal

algaida nf sand dune

algino,~na ad;j algal

algomano,-na adj Algoman

algénquino,na adj Algonkian | nm Algonkian

alkalitraquita nf alkali trachyte

alidada nf alidade

aligacién nf alloy | [chem] bond

alimonados nmpl sulfides and other salts of
silver

alindar vtr to mark boundaries

alineacién nf lineation | lineament | alignment

alinderar vtr [Arg, Cu] to mark boundaries

aljez nm crude or natural gypsum

aljezar nm gypsum quarry | gypsum deposit

aljibe nm well | pool | [Col] spring

aljor nm gypsum

almacén nm warehouse | reservoir | a. royal
Spanish royal storehouse for mercury (the
production and distribution of which was a
royal monopoly)

almadaneta nf rock hammer

almadén nm mine | mineral deposit

almddena nf rock hammer

almagra nf red ocher

almagradura nf red ocher coloring

almagral nm deposit of red ocher

almagre nm red ocher

almagrero,-ra adj abundant in red ocher | red
ocher bearing

almaina nf rock hammer

almandina nf almandite, almandine

almandino nm almandite, almandine

almadrtaga nf litharge

almendra nf an almond-shaped diamond

almendrilla nf fine gravel | fine coal |
[Guadalcazar, Méx] almond sized fragments of
silicified limestone | [Aguascalientes, Méx]
quartz matrix of copper veins

almirez nm mortar | a. y mano mortar and
pestle

almoceda nf [Sp] water rights

almohadillado,-da adj pillow, pillow-like

almojatre nm sal ammoniac

alocroita nf allochroite

alocromdtico,-ca adj allochromatic

aléctono,-na adj allochthonous

al6fana nf allophane

alogéneo,-nea adj allogenous

alégeno,-na adj allogene, allogenic

alomado,-da adj undulating

alometamorfismo nm static or load
metamorphism | dynamic metamorphism |
contact metamorphism

alométrico,~ca adj allometric

alomorfita nf allomorphite

aloque adj light red

alogeita nf allochetite (obs)

alotigeno,-na adj allothigenic

alotipo nm allotype

alotriomérfico,~ca adj anhedral

alotriomorfo,-fa ad; allotriomorphic

alotropia nf allotropy

alotrépico,-ca adj allotropic

alpestre adj alpine | mountainous

alpino,-na ad;j alpine

alpinotipico,~ca adj alpinotype

alquifol nm cubical galena | graphite

alquitrdn nm tar | a. de hulla coal tar | a. mineral
bitumen

alquitranoso,-sa adj tarry

alsbaquita nf alsbachite (obs, granodiorite)

alta nf hanging wall | [New Almadén, Calif]
layer of clay in the hanging wall of mercury
deposits

altearse vpr to uplift, elevate

alteraci6n nf alteration | weathering | a.
acumulativa accumulative weathering | a.
atmosférica weathering

alterado,-da adj altered

altillano nm [Col] plateau

altillo nm small hill

altimetria nf topographical survey, running
levels, altimetry

altimétrico,~ca adj altimetric

altimetro,-ra adj altimetric | nm altimeter



altiplanicie nf high plateau, tableland

altiplanimétrico,~ca adj topographic

altiplano nm high plain, altiplano, plateau

altitud »f atltitude, elevation

alto,-ta adj high, elevated

alto nm height, hill | elevation | upper part of a
vein, deposit or mine | [Méx] hanging wall |
elevated terrain | a. horno blast furnace

altozano nm small hill

altura nf height or summit | altitude, elevation
| level | a. de carga [hyd] head | a. piezométrica
hydraulic head

alud nf avalanche | a. de cenizas ash flow | a. de

fondo groundslide | a. de hielo ice avalanche | a.

de roca rockslide

alumbrar vtr to strike, to find, to discover | to
emerge (groundwater) | to treat with alum,
aluminate

alumbre nm alum | a. de piedra alunite | a. de
roca rock alum | a. potdsico potash alum

alumbrera nf alum quarry

alimbrico,~ca adj alum-bearing

alumbroso,-sa adj aluminous

alimina nf alumina

aluminifero,-ra adj aluminum-bearing

aluminio nm aluminum

aluminita nf [Ch] an ore of potassium and
aluminum sulfates

aluminoso,-sa adj aluminous

alutacién nf nuggets of gold found in the
weathered surface outcrop of veins or deposits

aluvial adj alluvial

aluvién nm flood | alluvium, wash orsilt | a.
fluvio-glacial glacial outwash | a. metalifero
placer | a. soplado [Col] fluvial sediments
deposited by strong currents or cataracts

aluvional adj alluvial

aluvionamiento ad; alluviation | silting up |
accretion

aluvionario nm [Arg] alluvial

dlveo nm riverbed or channel | source of a river

alveolado,-da adj honeycombed

alvéolo nm cell

alza nf [Bol] washing of gold in a lavadero

alzaguera nf [Sp] spring, source

alzar vtr to hoist, raise, lift

amagamiento nm [Col] spring, source

amalgama »f amalgam

amalgamar vfr to amalgamate

amarillento,-ta adj yellowish

amarillez nf yellow
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amarillo,-lla adj yellow | a. de montaria yellow
ocher | nm yellow | [Zacatecas, Méx] gossan
| a. claro light yellow | a. oscuro dark yellow

amarrar las aguas vtr [Col] to protect placer
workings from inundation by means of dikes
(trinchos)

amarrar tonga vfr [Col] to lessen the head
(tonga) of water flowing through a sluice

amatista nf amythest | a. oriental a violet-
colored variety of corundum

amazonita nf amazonite

dmbar nm amber | 4 negro jet (var of black
lignite)

ambarino,-na adj amber

ambiental adj environmental

ambiente nm environment | setting | a. de
sedimentacion area of sedimentation | a.
deposicional depositional environment

dmbito nm perimeter | area

ambligonita nf amblygonite

amianta nf amianthus, a fine, silky var of
asbestos

amianto nm asbestos

amigdaloide adj amygdaloidal | nm
amygdaloid

amigdula nf amugdule

amojonar vfr [surv] to set monuments

amoladera nf [Bol] sandstone

amoladura nf grinding | a. glaciar glacial striae

amolinar vfr [Col] to collect spalled ore in
underground mines for processing | to collect
ore in a ground sluice (canalén) for washing

amoniaco nm ammonia

amonita nf ammonite

amonitico,~ca adj ammonitic

amontonar vfr to pile up, make into heaps

amorfo,-fa adj amorphous

amortizacién nf pay out, amortization

amparar vfr to obtain title to a property | a. en la
posesién to keep a property in possession by
doing assessment work, etc.

amparo nm maintenance of the legal right of
ownership by continual use

ampelita nf cannel coal | ampelite | a. grifica
lithographic stone

amplificacién nf amplification | magnification

amplificador nm amplifier

amplio,-lia adj wide, broad

ampolla nf blister | pocket (of ore) | a large
brachyanticline | 4. de lava lava blister

ampolloso,-sa adj porous, containing cavities



anaerébico,~ca adj anaerobic

analcima nf analcime, analcite

anabergita nf annabergite

anacarado,-da adj pearly

andlisis nm analysis | a. arménico harmonic
analysis | a. cristalquimico crystal-chemical
analysis | a. cualitativo qualitative test | a.
cuantitativo quantitative test | a. de cedazo
screen or sieve analysis | a. de la variancia
analysis of variance | a. discriminante
discriminant analysis | a. factorial factor
analysis | a. ponderal gravimetric analysis | a.
quimico chemical analysis

analista nm and nf analyst

analitico,~ca adj analytic, analytical

analizador nm analyst | analyzer | a. fotométrico
photometric analyzer

analizar vtr to analyze

anasismo nm anaseism

anastomasado,-da adj anastamosing

anastomosarse vpr to anastomose

anatasa nf anatase

anataxia nf anataxis

anaxil adj anaxial

anco nm [Bol] impure native silver | [Ch, Pe] a
silver ore

ancén nm bay, cove

anconada nf large bay, cove

ancho,-cha adj broad, wide | nm width,
breadth

anchura nf width of a bed or deposit |
widening of a vein, etc. | open terrain

anchurén nm chamber, room (in a mine)

anchuroso,-sa adj wide, large

andadero,-ra adj accessible by foot

andalucita nf andalusite

andana nf lineation of hill, etc.

andarivel nm aerial tramway

andén nm [Bol, Pe] terrace (landform)

andino,-na adj Andean

andurrial nm clay pit or deposit

anegable adj subject to flooding

anegar vtr to flood, submerge, inundate

anegarse vpr to be flooded, submerged,
inundated

anfibio nm amphibian

anfibol nm amphibole

anfibolesquisto nm hornblende schist

anfibdlico,~ca adj amphibolic

anfibolifero,~ra adj amphibole-bearing

anfibolita nf amphibolite
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anfibolizacién nf amphibolization

anfingena nf leucite

anfiteatromorrénico nm glacial lodge

anfétero,-ra adj amphoteric

anfractuosidad nf extent of broken terrain

angla nf cape

angosto,-ta adj narrow

angostarse vpr to thin, become narrow

angostura nf narrowness | narrow, pass, gorge
| narrows of a river

Angoumense nm Angoumian

angra nf cove, small bay

anguena nf [Sp] silver ore

dngulo nm angle | corner | 4 agudo acute angle
| & axil axial angle | & axil aparente apparent
axial angle | & de cabeceo angle of pitch | é de
cizalladura angle of shear | & de deslizamiento
angle of slide | 4 de discordancia angle of
unconformity | 4 de estratificacién angle of
bedding | & de extincién angle of extinction |4
de incidencia angle of incidence | 4 de inclinacién
angle of dip, pitch | 4 de pendiente angle of
slope | & de reflexién angle of reflection | i de
refracién angle of refraction | & de reposo angle
of repose or rest | & de rotacién angle of rotation
| a. de rumbo angle of strike | & externo external
angle | d interno internal angle | & obtuso
obtuse angle | 4 recto right angle | estaren d to
be at an angle | formar un & con to be at an
angle to | formar un d de to form an angle of

angulosidad nf angularity

anguloso,-sa adj angular

anhedral adj anhedral

anhidrico,-ca adj anhydrous

anhidrita nf anhydrite

anhidro,-ra adj anhydrous

anidado,~da adj nested

aniego nm [Méx] inundation, flooding

aniegue nm [Méx] inundation, flooding

anihédrico,~ca adj alotriomorphic

anillo nm ring, annulus | a. anual annual ring

anisiano,-na adj Anisian

Anisiense nm Anisian

anisométrico,~ca adj anisometric

anisopericlasa »f fault or fracture parallel to a
fold

anisotropia nf anisotropy

anisotrépico,~ca adj anisotropic

anisétropo,~pa adj anisotropic

dnodo nm anode

anomalia nf anomaly | a. al aire libre free air



anomaly | a. gravimétrica gravity anomaly | a.
magnética magnetic anomaly

an6émalo,-la adj anomalous

anormalidad nf abnormality

anorganégeno,-na adj inorganic

anorogénico,-ca adj anorogenic

anértico,-ca adj asymmetric

anortita nf anorthite

anortoclasa nf anorthoclase

anortosita nf anorthosite

anqueria nf [Pe] silver ore that mimics cubic
galena

anta nf [Pe] copper | a. chacra copper mine

antdrtico,~ca adj antarctic

antearrecife nm forereef

antecambriano,-na adj Precambrian | nm
Precambrian

antecedente adj antecedent | nmpl preliminary
data

anteclisa nf anteclise

antecubeta nf foredeep

antefosa nf foreland basin, foredeep

antepais nm foreland

antepecho nm bench (in a mine)

antepozo nm foreshaft

anticlasa nf anticlase

anticlinal adj anticlinal | nm anticline | a.
acostado recumbant anticline | a. asimétrico
asymmetric anticline | a. calvo bald-headed
anticline | a. de sill air saddle | a. desmantelado
breached anticline | a. recostado recumbant
anticline | a. recumbente recumbant anticline |
a. simétrico symmetric anticline | a. fumbado
overturned anticline | a. volcado inverted or
overturned anticline

anticlinorio nm anticlinorium

antiduna nf antidune

antiforma nf antiform

antiguo,~gua adj ancient | primordial | olden,
dating back to Spanish colonial times or earlier
| nm mine worked in Spanish colonial times

antimoniado,-da adj antimony-bearing

antimdnico,~ca adj antimony, antimonic

antimonio nm antimony | antimony ore | a.
arsenical allemontite | a. blanco valentinite | a.
gris stibnite | a. rojo kermesite

antimonioso,-sa adj antimonial

antiéndula nf antiripple

antipertita nf antiperthite

antirizadura nf antiripple

antitético,~ca adj antithetic
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antofilita nf anthophyllite

antracita nf anthracite

antracitico,~ca adj anthracitic

antracito,-ta adj black

antracitoso,-sa adj anthracite-bearing

antro nm cave, cavern

anular adj annular

aiiil nm indigo blue

aiiilado,~da adj indigo blue

aovado,-da adj oval, egg-shaped

apacheta nf [Pe] summit or mountain

apogado,-da adj extinct, quenched, extinguished

apacheta nf [Pe] summit, pass

apagar vfr to quench, extinguish | a. un horno to
blow out a furnace

apalache adj Appalachian | nm Appalachian

apalancar vfr to lever | to get ore from a hopper

apantanar vir to flood, inundate

aparato nm apparatus | system | a. volcinico
volcanic system

aparecer vintr to appear in the literal sense as in
'the ship appeared on the horizon' thus las
andesitas aparecen intruidas por un filon does not
imply any doubt about the intrusive
relationship | to appear on a list

aparejado,-da adj paired

aparejamiento nm pairing

aparejo nm apparatus, rig | a. de perforacién
drilling rig

aparinar vtr to show indications of ore

apartado nm sorting or cobbing of ore |
smelting | refining or parting of gold | smelter
| a. a. mano hand sorting | casa del a. parting
or assay establishment

apartador nm ore picker | smelter

apartamiento nm extraction of minerals

apartar vtr to sort or cob ore | to part or refine
during assaying | to extract minerals

aparte adv separately, separated

apatito nm apatite | a. fluor fluorapatite

apeador nm land surveyor

apeadura nf surveying

apear vtr to survey | to shore, timber, brace

apeo nm survey | timbering, shoring

aperatura nf aperture | act of opening (a mine)

dpice nm apex

apilamiento nm arrangement of atoms in a
crystal lattice

apique nm [Col] shaft or winze

apireo nm [Ch] removal of ore in hand-carried
baskets
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apiri nm ore carrier (usually a mitayo)
apizarrado,-da adj slate-colored | slaty, with
slaty cleavage | containing slate
apizarramiento nm slaty cleavage
aplanado,-da adj complanate | leveled
aplanamiento nm levelling
aplanar vir to level arborescencia nf arborescence
aplantillar vtr to dress stone according to a arborescente adj arborescent
pattern Arcaica nf Archean
aplastamiento nm collapsing, crushing | arcilla nf clay | any clay mineral | a. alfareia

aquitaniano,-na adj Aquitanian

aquitaniense adj Aquitanian

aragonito nm aragonite

arancel nm tariff | legal exaction made by a
priest to support himself and his church

arbolita nf harbolite

flattening | a. de trozos de pémez flattening of
pumice fragments

aplastar vtr to flatten | to crush

aplastarse vpr to collapse

aplogranito nm aplogranite

aplomado,-da adj lead-colored, leaden

aplomado nm [Michoacan, Méx] lead-colored
copper ore consisting of bornite, chalcocite,
and tetrahedrite

aplomarse vpr to collapse

apofilita nf apophyllite

apéfisis nm apophyses

apolvillado nm [Guanajuato, Méx] a second
class of rich ore from the veta madre yielding

potter's clay | a. aluminosa steatite, talc | a.
apizaradaslate | a. arenosa sandy clay | a.
aurifera gold-bearing clay | a. de batdn fuller's
earth | a. caolinica feldspathic shale | a. cocida
baked clay | a. endurecida claystone, clay gall |
a. figulina potter's clay | a. de filtro filter clay |
a. de pedernal flint clay | a. enduricida [Vz]
claystone | a. esquistosa shale | a. ferruginosa
clay ironstone | a. glaciar glacial material | a.
gredosa gouge | a. inflamable bituminous clay |
a. laminar [Vz] shale | a. pedragosa till, boulder
clay | a. pizarrosa shale, slate | a. pldstica
gumbo | a. refractoria refractory clay | a. roja
red clay | a. violdcea lithomarge

arcillar nm clay deposit

arcillita nf claystone

arcilloso,-sa adj clayey, argillaceous, argillic
arco nm arc | arch | a. de islas island arc | a.

about 750 ounces silver to the ton
apomagmdtico,-ca adj apomagmatic
aporcelenado,-da adj porcellaneous
aportacién nf inflow, runoff
aporte nm runoff, inflow insular island arc
apreciacién nf appraisal, valuation, estimation, arcosa nf arkose

estimate arcésico,~ca adj arkosic
apreciar vtr to appraise, value | to make out | arcosita nf arkosite

to see area nf area | are (100 square meters) | 4.

aprecio nm appraisal, valuation, estimation

apretado,~da adj brief, compressed | compact

apretura nf narrow opening | gorge

aprovechamiento nm use, utilization |
exploitation, development | reclamation

aprovechar vtr to exploit an opportunity | to
exploit, develop or improve any natural
resource

aptiano,~na adj Aptian | nm Aptian

aptense adj Aptian | nm Aptian

aptiense adj Aptian | nm Aptian

apuntamiento nm small outcrop

aquerita nf akerite (obs, syenite)

apurar vtr to purify metal | to concentrate ore

aquilatacién nf assay | alloy

aquilatamiento nm assay

aquilatar vtr to assay precious metals | to
weigh precious stones | to alloy

alimentadora watershed | 4 asismica aseismic
region | & comprobada proven territory | 4 de
drenaje drainage area | 4. de escurrimiento [Col]
watershed | 4 de exploracién exploration area |
@ no probada unproven area | 4. vertiente
watershed

areg or arej nm erg, sand desert
arena nf sand, grit | gold placer | a. asféltica tar

sand | a. aurifera gold-bearing sand | a. bruja
fine sand | a. compacta close sand | a. cuarzosa
quartz sand | a. de cantera pitsand | a. de
carboncillo sun-burnt sand | a. de cava sand pit

| a. de conchas shell sand | a. de cuarzo quartz
sand | a. de duna dune sand | a. de escape thief
sand | a. de fosa sand pit | a. de guija sand pit |
a. de hoyo sand pit | a. de mar beach sand | a. de
mina pit sand | a. de oro gold dust | a. de playa
beach sand | a. de silice silica sand | a. edlica



aeolian sand | a. esqueleal skeletal sand | a.
fluvial river sand | a. fluvialglaciar fluvialglacial
sand | a. franca loamy sand | a. galuconita
greensand, glauconitic sand | a. gasifera gas
sand | a. gorda coarse sand | a. granitica granite
wash | a. gruesa coarse sand | a. lacustre
lacustrine sand | a. marina marine sand | a.
movediza quicksand | a. muerta sand not mixed
with earth | a. orienta [Arg] sand from
Uruguay | a. oscura black sand | a. petrolifera
oil sand | a. pomosa sand formed from pumice
fragments | a. productiva pay sand | a. profunda
deep (oil-bearing) sand | a. recia coarse sand |
a. verde green sand

arendceo,cea adj sandy, arenaceous

arenal nm large expanse of sand | sandy place
or ground | sand deposit, pit, bar | [Méx]
sand dune

Arenigense nm Arenigian

arenigiano,-na adj Arenigian | nm Arenigian

arenilla nf fine sand | [Méx] tailings | [Vz]
black, magnetite-bearing sand | [Col]
titaniferous iron ore | [Hidalgo, Méx] smalls
from ore sorting | [Ch] copper matte mixed
with slag

arenisca nf sandstone | 4. amasada kneaded
sandstone | a. arcosa arkosic sandstone | a.
arcésica arkosic sandstone | a. caliza calcareous
sandstone | a. glauconitica glauconitic
sandstone | a. gruesa grit | a. malaxada
kneaded sandstone | a. margosa marly
sandstone | a. profunda explotable farewell sand
| a. silicea silicic sandstone | a. verde green
sand | a. volcénica ashy grit

arenisco,~ca adj sandy

areniscoso,-sa adj arenilitic

arenoso,-sa adj sandy, arenaceous, arenose | nf
freestone, sandstone which cleaves easily

aréola nf areole

argarita nf marcasite

argayo nm talus

argentado,-da adj silver, silvery

argénteotea adj silver, silvery

argentifero,-ra adj silver-bearing, argentiferous

argentino,-na adj silvery, argentine

argentoso,-sa .. silver-bearing, argentiferous

argila nf clay

argilita nf argil.'te

argilolita nf claystone

argiloso,-sa adj clayey, argillaceous

argilla nf clay
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argirita nf argentite | [Bol] marcasite

argirosa nm pyrargirite | argentite

argén nm argon

argoviano,-na adj Argovian | nm Argovian

argoviense adj Argovian | nm Argovian

aridez nf aridity

drido,-da adj arid, dry | nmpl aggregate | 4.
finos fine aggregate | 4. graduados graded
aggregate | 4. gruesos coarse aggregate

arisco,-ca adj rough, uneven (terrain)

arista nf aréte | intersection of crystal faces at a
right angle | a. polar an arista that cuts an axis
of symmetry | a. hidrogrifica [Vz] watershed
divide

arkosa nf arkose

armadura nf framework | [Méx] country or host
rock

armar vir to put together, assemble | v intr to
be hosted by, occur in

armoniaco nm sal ammoniac

arménico,~ca adj harmonic

aromiético,~ca adj aromatic

aromatizacién nf aromatizacion

arqueada nf partof a vein that branches off and
then reunites with the vein in the form of an
arch

arqueado,-da adj arcuate

arquamiento nm arching

arqueano,-na adj Archean | nm Archean

arqueociitido nm archaeocyathid

arqueozoico,-ca adj Archeozoic | nm
Archeozoic

arqueria nf [Ch] silver amalgam

arrambarse vpr to be covered by sand (after a
flood)

arrancar vir to break ground, dig | to mine | to
begin extraction or processing | a. el carbén to
break down coal

arranque nm breaking ground, digging |
mining, extraction | processing | drill pattern
for blasting

arrasarse vpr to be filled with liquids

arrastrado,-da adj dragged along, transported

arrastrar vtr to drag along the ground | to haul,
convey | to unite as veins into one | to scour,
wash out

arrastre nm creep, drag | drag-mill used to
crush ore (generally misspelled in English as
arrastra) | haulage or conveyance | slope or
inclination of a shaft, etc. | footwall | a. de
mano hand operated drag-mill used for



sampling | a. de marca large drag-mill | a. de
mula drag-mill powered by mules | a. ecuatorial
ecuatorial drift

arrastres nmpl silt, suspended matter

arrate nm a pound of sixteen ounces

arreador nm a person, usually creole or mestizo,
used to quicken the pace of work in a mine or
mill which largely employed Indians, most of
whom were mitayos

arrecife nm ridge of rock | reef | a. algino algal
reef | a. anular annular reef | a. coralino coral
reef | a. coroligeno atoll reef | a. costero fringing
or shore reef | a. de algas algal reef | a. de barra
or barrera barrier reef | a. franeante fringing reef
| a. litoral fringing reef | a. marginal fringing
reef | a. organico organic reef

arremolinamiento nm agglomeration

arremolinarse vpr to agglomerate

arrendador nm lessor

arrendamiento nm lease

arrendar vtr to lease

arrendatario nm lessee, leaseholder

arriada nf flood

arriarse vpr to flood

arribera nf fluvial valley

arrinonado,-da adj boytriodal, nodular

arriscado,~da adj craggy

arroba nf a weight of 25 spanish pounds (mules
could carry a maximum of 14 arrobas) | a.
granadina [Col] a weight equivalent to 125
kilograms | a. inglesa quarter | a. marinaa
weight of 31 or 32 Spanish pounds

arroyado,-da adj gullied | nf course of an
arroyo

arroyar vtr to gully, form gullies

arroyo nm brook, stream, creek | any ephemeral
water course | dry wash (less precipitous than
a barranca) | a. desecado nullah | a.
subglaciar glacial stream

arroyuelo nm brooklet

arruga nf small fold

arrugacién nf folding of strata

arrugado,-da adj wrinkled, corrugated, fluted

arrugamiento nm folding of strata | small fold

arrugar vtr to fold

arrugia nf gold mine | working of auriferous
gravels

arrumbamiento nm strike of a bed, vein, etc. |
bearing

arrumbar vir to outcrop

arseniato nm arsenate
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arsénico nm arsenic | a. piritoso arsenopyrite |
a. rojo realgar

arsenioso,-sa adj arsenious

arseniuro nm arsenide

arsenoblenda nf arsenic blende | a. amarilla
orpiment

arsenopirita nf arsenopyrite

artesa nf gold pan | [Col] river basin | a. de
criba screen pan | a. oscilante cradle (for
washing placers)

artesiano,-na adj artesian

artesén nm wash trough (placer mining)

drtico,-ca adj arctic

asbestino,-na adj asbestine, made of asbestos

asbesto nm asbestos | a. actinolito actinolite | a.
lignoso ligniform asbestos

asbolana nf asbolite, cobalt ocher

ascender a vintr to come to, amount to, reach

ascenco nm ascent, uplift, raise

ascharita nf szaibelyite

asentamiento nm settling

asentar vir to rest upon

asentarse vpr to settle

asentista nm contractor, tutworker | a. de azogue
contractor charged with transport of mercury
from almacenes reales to silver mining centers
such as Cerro Rico de Potosi where the patio
process of amalgamation was used for silver
extraction

aserrado,-da adj serrated

asfalteno,-na adj asphaltene | nm asphaltene

asféltico,~ca adj asphaltic

asfaltifero,-ra adj asphalt-bearing

asfalto nm asphalt | a. de escorias clinker asphalt
| a. méxicano chapapate | a. verde green tar

ashgilliano,-na adj Ashgillian | nm Ashgillian

Ashgilliense nm Ashgillian

asidero nm asiderite

asiento nm settling | sediment that settles in
vats, etc. | a. de minas or a. mineral mineralized
region

asignar a vtr to assign to a formal stratigraphic
unit | to allot or allocate

asimetria nf asymmetry

asimétrico,-ca adj asymmetric

asimilacién nf assimilation | a. magmadtica
assimilation

asintota nm asymptote

asintético,-ca adj asymptotic

asismico,~ca adj aseismic

asociacion nf assemblage | a. de fésiles fossil



assemblage

asociar a vtr to associate or associate with | to
bracket a category, etc.

asombrarse vpr to become flatter | to become
more bed or manto like (veins)

asomo nm outcrop | edge of a precipice | inlier

aspa nf cross in the form of an X | [Pe] the
intersection of two veins

aspar vtr to cross in the form of an X

aspecto nm aspect | a. vitreo glassy appearance

aspereza nf roughness, uneveness (of terrain)

dspero,-ra adj uneven, rough (terrain) | harsh

asperén nm sandstone | a. carbonifero
carboniferous sandstone

aspillera nf dissolution surface on carbonate
rocks

asquistico,~ca adj aschistic

asquisto,-ta adj aschistic

asta de venado nf [Pe] anglesite

astenolito nm asthenolith

astenosfera nf asthenosphere

asteria nf asteria or asteriated sapphire | cat's
eye (a var of chalcedony)

asterismo nm asterism

Astiano,-na adj Astian

astiense nm Astian

astilla nf chip, splinter, spall | [Pataz, Pe]
particles of gold found in mud accumulated in
street gutters after a heavy rain | a. de cantera
quarry spall

astillar vtr to splinter

astillarse vpr to spall | to splinter

astilloso,-sa adj hackly, splintery | easily
chipped

astrago nm soil horizon

astrakanita nf astrakhanite

astrofilita nf astrophyllite

atabacado,-da adj tobacco-colored

atacar con 4cido vtr to etch with acid

ataque nm [Pe] breaking ground | a. quimico
etching | nmpl deads, waste

atascadero nm swamp

atecténico,-ca adj atectonic

atenuacién nf attenuation

aterramiento nm alluvium | action of silting up

aterrar vtr to silt up

atico,~ca adj Attic

atierre nm silting up | nmpl deads, waste

atincar nm refined borax

atipico,-ca adj atypical

atmésfera nf atmosphere
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atmosférico,~ca adj atmospheric

atol nm atoll

atolén nm atoll

atolladero nm swamp

atémico,-ca adj atomic

dtomo nm atom

atraccién nf attraction

atravesado,-da adj crossed or cut by another
vein, fault, etc. -

atravesar vtr to lay across, span | to go or pass
through, penetrate | to pierce, run through |
to cross, go across | a. a un filén to cut accross
a vein or lode

atravesarse vpr to lie across, span

atravieso nm [Ch] gap, pass

aturiano,-na adj Aturian | nm Aturian

aturiense adj Aturian | nm Aturian

aturquesado,-da adj turquoise

atutia nf tutty (metal oxides encrusted on
furnaces and chimneys)

auerbaquita nf auerbachite

augengneis nm augengneiss

aulacégeno nm aulacogen

aumento nm magnification | a. de una playa
advance of a beach

auramalgama nf gold amalgam

dureo,-rea adj gold, golden, aureate

aureola nf aureole | a. albitica albitic rim | a. de
contacto contact aureole

auricalcita nf aurichalcite

durico,~ca adj auric, gold

aurifero,-ra adj gold-bearing, auriferous

autigénesis nf authigenesis

autigénico,-ca adj authigenic

autigeno,-na adj authigenic

autocldstico,~ca nf autoclastic

autocorrelacién nf autocorrelation

autéctono,-na adj autochthonous | nm
autochthon

autéctonon nm autochthone

autoformacién de brechas nf autobrecciation

autointrusién nf auto-injection, autointrusion

autolito nm autolith

autometamorfismo nm autometamorphism

automorfo nm idiomorphic

autéporo nm autopore

autopotential nm selfpotential

autuniano,~na adj Autunian

Autuniense nm Autunian

Auversense nm Auversian

auxilio nm credit | a. de entre semana credit



offered by a bank enabling a miner to borrow
against the subsequent week's production | a.
ordinario a regular credit extended by a bank at
the beginning of the year to miners in a gremio
de azogueros in proportion to the number of
stamps their mills employed

avalancha nf avalanch | [Arg] flood

avaluar vtr to appraise, value, estimate

avance nm advance | a. de una playa advance of
a beach | a. del glaciar glacial advance | a. del
mar transgression | a. en direccién advance on
strike

avenamiento nm drainage, draining | a.
autégeno autogenic drainage | a. centripetro
internal drainage | a. desordenado aimless
drainage

avenar vtr to drain

avenc nm [Catalonia, Sp] sinkhole

avenida nf flood

aventadero nm [Pe] gold placer | [Arg] shallow,
Quaternary placer | [Col] placer above the
banks of a river

aventurino,~na adj aventurine | nf aventurine

averno nm gas pocket (in a coal mine)

avetado,~da adj veined, seamed

aviador nm person who finances a mine,
contracting for the work | person who
advances funds or goods against future
production from a mine

aviadoro,-ra adj subject to assessment

aviar vtr to finance a mine | to grubstake, lend
money and equipment for working a mine

avio nm preparation, provision | implement or
material used in a mine | hereditary lease |
funds or goods advanced for working a mine,
grubstake

aviso sismico nm foreshock

avolcanado,-da adj volcanic

axil adj axial

axilar adj axilary

ayllu nm social group of Andean Indians united
through kinship | a drove of twenty llamas or
burros in the charge of cumuris and used to
transport ore

azabachado,~da adj jet-black

azabache nm jet (a var of lignite)

azada nf atool used to dress stone

azanca nf spring

azar nm chance | al a. at random

azarcén nm crocoite, red lead | 4. nativo minium

azarnefe nm orpiment
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azimut nm azimuth

azoado,~da adj nitrogenous

azoar vtr to nitrogenate

azoato,-ta adj nitrate | nm nitrate

dzoe nm nitrogen

azogado nm mercury poisoning

azogamiento nm mercury poisoning

azogarse vpr to become poisoned by mercury

azogue nm mercury | ore amenable to
amalgamation with mercury | [Pachuca, Méx]
second class ores | [Sinaloa, Méx] ore of silver
sulfides, embolite, and copper silicate in a
quartz matrix | [Batopilas, Méx] ore containing
visible silver | a. apolvillado ore very amenable
to amalgamation | a. comiin ore generally
amenable to amalgamation | a. ordinario ore
generally amenable to amalgamation | a.
razonable ore marginally amenable to
amalgamation

azogueria nf amalgamation works

azoguero nm [Potosi, Bol] an owner or
renter /operator of mines and mills

azogueria nf amalgamating works | the
amalgamation process

azoico,~ca adj azoic | nm azoic | nitric

azético,-ca adj nitric

azolvarse vpr tosilt up

azolve nm silt

azolvos nmpl silt

azicar nf [Col] granular soft white calcite matrix
to native gold ore

azufrado,-da adj sulfurated | sulfur colored |
nm sulfuring | [col] yellow ocher found in
veins | [Hualgéayoc, Pe] yellow ore derived
from decomposition of galena | [Ch] nitrate of
soda (caliche) of a canary or lemon yellow color
| [Pe] sulfide ore

azufral nm solfatera

azuframiento nm sulfuring

azufrar vfr to sulfurate, impregnate with sulfur

azufre nm sulfur | a. nativo native sulfur | a.
vivo brimstone, molten sulfur, native sulfur

azufrera nf sulfur mine

azufrén nm pyritic mineral in a pulverulent
condition | [Méx] sulfide ore

azufroso,-sa adj sulfurous

azul adj blue | nm blue, blueness | [Cartagena,
Sp] greenish-blue slate bearing disseminated
galena and ironsilicate | [Méx] silver-bearing
sulfide ores | a. acerado [Zacatecas, Méx]
stephanite | a. celeste sky blue | a. claro light



blue | a. de cobalto cobalt blue | a. de montaria
azurite | a. de ultramar ultramarine blue | a.
marino navy blue | a. oscuro dark blue | a.
plomilloso [Zacatecas, Méx] argentite | a. turqui
indigo blue | a. verdoso petrol blue

azulado,-da adj bluish, blue

azulaque nm bitumen | [Zacualpan, Méx]
argentite | [Fresnillo, Méx] disseminated
pyrite, argentite, silver chloride and native
silver ores distal to veins | a. y cardenilla
[Guerrero, Méx] silver-rich copper ores of blue

and green colors

azulenco,-ca adj bluish

azulillo nm silver-bearing carbonate ore

azulino,-na adj bluish

azuloso,~sa adj bluish

azumbre nf a liquid measure of capacity
equivalent to about two liters

azurita nf azurite

azurronado nm [Tlalpujahua, Méx] silver-
bearing cubic pyrite
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bacilar adj fibrous | bacillary

bacteria nf bacteria | b. tigmotictica thigmotactic
bacteria

bacular adj rod-shaped

béculo nm staff | [Méx] transit rod, range pole
| b. de Jacob Jacob's staff

badana nf bag made from cured sheepskin used
to transport mercury

badén nm gully

bagazo nm drilling mud

bahia nf bay

baja nf fall, drop | b. ley low grade

bajada nf descent | bahada (merging of several
alluvial fans) | slope | drop | ebb |
downgrade | ladderway

bajamar nm low tide | ebb

bajante nm low water, low tide

bajar vintr to descend, sink | to lower | to drop
or fall in price | to ebb | vtr to reduce in price
| to lessen

bajial nm low ground subject to flooding

bajio nm bank, shoal | sandbar | lowland

bajo,-ja adj low | bajo de ley of low grade

bajo nm footwall | shoal or sandbank

bajociano,-na adj Bajocian

bajocense adj Bajocian

bajociense adj Bajocian

balaje nm balas ruby (a rose-red var of spinel)

balanza nf balance | blind shaft | b. de Jolly Jolly
balance | b. de torsién torsion balance

balate nm boundary marker, survey marker |
border of a trench | terrace

balde nm bucket | b. de arrastre dragline bucket
| b. de extraccién mine bucket | b. de pozo shaft
bucket

balicero nm [Méx] rodman

balsamo nm balsam | b. de Canada Canadian
balsam

banca nf bench

bancada nf stope | bench

bancal nm berm, bench, terrace

banco nm thick bed or stratum | bank or bar of
a river, etc. | bench (in a quarry or mine) |
[Méx] horse (barren rock within or that deflects
avein) | b. barrera barrier beach | b. de arena
sandbank, sand bar | b. de avios bank which
advances funds for the working of mines | b.
de coral coral reef | b. de cota fija bench mark |
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b. de grava gravel bank | b. de hielo ice floe | b.
de nivel bench mark | b. de piedra thick bed of
stone | b. de rescates bank where silver bullion
could be exchanged by miners for coin | b. de
rio river bank | B. Minero bank, usually state
owned, set up to provide credit to small and
medium-size mining enterprises | b. platero
[Sinaloa, Méx] argentiferous pyrite

bandaleta nf | enb. loop

bandeado,-da adj banded | b. groseramente
crudly banded

bandeamiento nm banding

banquear vtr to level, bench | [Col, Vz] to
excavate

banqueo nm leveling, benching | bench | [Col,
Vz] excavation | b. de préstamo [Vz)] borrow pit

banqueta nf small bed or bench

banquisa nf pack-ice

bafiado nm swamp, marsh

bara nf bar (unit of pressure)

barcana nf barchan dune

barequear vtr [Col] to extract as much of the
paydirt in a placer as possible without
disturbing the overburden

baratina nf barite

barchan nm barchan dune

bario nm barium

barisfera nf barysphere

baritina nf barite

barjdn nm barchan dune

barlovento,-ta adj windward

barniz nf varnish | b. del desierto desert varnish

barquina nf a type of large furnace

barra nf bar, ingot | sandbank, bar | b. aviada
limited liability share | b. aviadora share paying
assessments | b. de arena sand bar | b. de caliza
granular oolitica oolitic grainstone bar | b. de
mina hand drill | b. de plata [Méx] silver ingot
of 75 pounds | b. de rio shoal, bar | b. prelitoral
longshore bar | b. viuda limited liability share

barranca nf steep, jagged canyon, wash | cliff,
bluff | gorge, ravine | slope (hill or mountain)
| downgrade | [Arg] riverbank | b. abajo
downhill | b. de falla fault scarp | b. de falla con
erosion faultline scarp

barranco nm gorge | fissure | precipice, cliff |
landslide scar | [Vz] small round pits, about
four feet in diameter, dug to work shallow ores

barrancén nm gorge, canyon

barrancoso,-sa adj broken, rough (terrain)

barranquero nm placer miner



barranquilla nf [Méx] gully

barreal nm clay pit

barremiano,-na adj Barremian

barremense adj Barremian

barremiense adj Barremian

barrena nf drill bit | crow bar | b. asimétrica
side hill bit | b. batidora churn drill | b. de
arrastre drag bit | b. de cable cable drill | b. de
canteador stone cutter's drill | b. de cateo earth
borer | b. de cesto basket bit | b. de chorro jet bit
| b. de muelas reamer bit | b. de perforacién
desviada directional bit | b. regulable expansion
bit | b. tubular core drill | b. sacaniicleos core
drill | b. sacatestigos core drill

barrenar vtr to drill

barreno nm shot | drill | drill hole | [Col]
drilled well

barrera nf clay pit | barrier | b. prelitoral
longshore bar

barrero nm clay deposit | clay pit

barretero nm miner employed at the working
face

barretén nm heavy crowbar | [Col] miner's pick

barrial nm clay pit

barril nm barrel | [Fr Guiana] a weight of 100
kilograms

barrilla nf [Bol] grains of native copper
disseminated in other copper ores | [Bol]
copper or tin ore concentrates

barro nm clay, loam, mud, earth, silt | marl |
[Col] overburden on gold placers | b. de olleros
potter's clay | b. glaciariaco till | b. refractario
[Cu] fire clay

barroso,-sa adj muddy, clayey, silty

bartoniano,~na adj Bartonian

bartoniense adj Bartonian

basal adj basal | basement

basiltico,~ca adj basaltic

basalto nm basalt

basamento nm basement

base nm base (of crude oil) | b. de erosién base
level of erosion

bésico,~ca adj basic | basal

basitas nfpl [Arg] basic rocks

bastoniforme adj rod-like

batea nf wooden gold pan, traditionally 20
inches in diameter and 25 inches deep | b.
cortadora polished gold pan 16 inches in
diameter and rather less than 2 inches deep | b.
lavadora variety of gold pan 16 inches in
diameter and 2 inches deep | b. vetadora gold
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pan 12 inches in diameter with ears or handles
| b. zambullidora an oblong, elliptical gold pan 3
to 4 feet long and 14 to 18 inches wide

bataque nm [BC, Méx] deposits formed by
spring waters

bateria de pisones nf battery of stamps

batial adj bathyal

batipeldgico,~ca adj bathypelagic

batir vtr [Col] to work placers by force of water
| b. el monte to explore for gold placers, etc.

batisfera nf bathysphere

batisismo nm bathyseism

batolito nm batholith

batoniano,~na adj Bathonian

batonense adj Bathonian

batoniense ad; Bathonian

bauleao nm [Col] pyrite cubes

bayociano,-na adj Bajocian

Bayociense nm Bajocian

benceno nm benzene

beneficiable adj millable, suitable for
benefeciation, workable

beneficiador nm miller | mill operator | person
employed to supervise the patio process of
amalgamation of silver ores

beneficiar vtr to work or improve a mine | to
derive a profit from working a mine | to win
metals from ore or concentrate | to smelt,
refine

beneficio nm working of a mine | profits
derived from working a mine | reduction of
ores and concentrates, smelting | productive
ore | the richest part of a deposit | b. de cazo
[Méx] the hot amalgamation process of
reducing silver ores | b. de hierro amalgamation
with the addition of iron filings | b. de metales
concentration of ores | b. de patio the cold, patio
process of amalgamation of silver ores | b. de
toneles the Freiberg or barrel process of
amalgamating silver ores | b. por cianuracién
cyanide process of precious metal recovery | b.
por cloruracién chlorination process of metal
recovery | b. por fuego recovery of metals by
direct smelting of ore

bencina nf gasoline, benzene

benténico,-ca adj benthic

bentonitico,-ca adj bentonitic

bentos nm benthos

benzol nm benzene

berilio nm beryllium

berilo nm beryl | b. noble transparent beryl | b.



verdemar aquamarine

berma nf berm

bermell6n nm cinnabar

berriasiano,-na adj Berriasian

berriasiense adj Berriasian

berroquenia nf granite

bertierita nf berthierite

betumen nm bitumen

betin nm bitumen, asphalt | b. de Judea asphalt
| b. marga bituminous marl

bidxico,~ca adj biaxial

biboro nm botryolite

bicarbonato nm bicarbonate

bicloruro nm bichloride

bicharra nf [Pe] a type of small furnace

bidén nm jerry can

bifurcacién nf bifurcation, branching, forking |
branch of a vein that follows along strike

bifurcamiento nm branching of a vein

bifurcarse vpr to branch, as for a vein

bimbalete nm [Pe] a crude ore mill consisting of
a large boulder rocked by a transverse bar

binario nm binary | b. digitobit

binche nm [Arg] cubic crystals of pyrite found
in gold-bearing conglomerates

binomio,-mia adj binomial

bioestratigrafia nf biostratigraphy

bioestratigrifico,-ca adj biostratigraphic

bioherma nf bioherm

biolita nf biolith

biolitita nf boundstone

biolito nm organic sediment

biéxido nm dioxide | b. carbénico carbon
dioxide

birrefringencia nf birefringence

birrefringente adj birefringent

bisilicato nm bisilicate

bismalito nm bysmalith

bismutina nf bismuthenite

bismutinita nf bismuthenite

bismuto nm bismuth | b. blenda eulytite | b.
nativo native bismuth | b. ocre oxide or
carbonate of bismuth

bisulfato nm bisulfate

bisulfuro nm bisulfide

bitounita nf bytownite

bitumenizacién nf bituminization

bitumifero,-ra adj bituminous

bituminoso,-sa adj bituminous

bivalencia nf bivalence

bivalente adj bivalent

blanco,~ca adj white

blandura adj softness | nf soft, crumbly earth

blanquizal nm pipe clay

blastogranitico,-ca adj blastogranitic

blastoideo,~dea adj blastoid

blastoporfiritico,~ca adj blastoporphyritic

blenda nf blende | sphalerite | b. acaramelada
yellow sphalerite | b. amarilla yellow sphalerite
| b. arsenical orpiment | b. cadmifera
greenockite | b. cérnea [Méx] hornblende | b. de
plata pyrargyrite | b. de zinc sphalerite | b.
parda brown sphalerite | b. roja red sphalerite |
b. rubi red sphalerite | b. testicea fibrous
sphalerite

blonco bueno nm [Guanajuato, Méx] a third
class of rich ore from the veta madre of about
400 ounce silver to the ton

bloque nm block | b. errético glacial erratic | b.
de fallas fault block

bloque-diagrama nm block diagram

bloquear vtr to block out (ore)

bloqui nm ingot

bobo,-ba adj [Ch] sterile, barren (of ore)

boca nf the first opening made on a vein or lode
| mouth or collar of a shaft, well or adit |
mouth of a river | gap, pass, saddle | b. de
glaciar glacial outlet | ice cave | b. de pozo
wellhead | b. mina portal, mouth of an adit

bocal nm mouth, entrance | gap, straight,
narrows | pit head (coal mine)

bocamejora nf auxilliary shaft

bocamina nf portal, entrance to an adit or
tunnel

bocana nf [Col] river mouth

bocarrena nf geode

bocarte nm stamp mill | crusher | drag mill

bocartear vtr to crush ore in a stamp mill

bocarteo nm crushing of ore in a stamp mill

bodega nf chamber deposit

bodoque nm argentite | [Batopilas, Méx] silver
chloride

bofia nf gypsum pipe

bofén nm plug

bogue nm [Sp] boghead coal

bol arménico nm bole (type of red mud)

boleo nm nodule of ore found in a vein |
concretions of ore found in sedimentary ore
deposits | [Méx] waste dump

bolichar vtr to reduce ore in a boliche

boliche nm bowl concentrator used in the patio
process of amalgamating silver ores



bélido nm meteorite

bolo nm [Col] ared ocher found in placers

bolén nm cobble, boulder

bolone nm [Ch] rounded fragment of copper
ore

bolsa nf richest part of a mine | rich pocket of
ore | small irregular deposit | vug lined with
druse

bolsada nf rich pocket of ore | druse | irregular
deposit | pocket, cavity

bolsilla nf small bunch of ore

bolsén nm bolson, internal basin | large pocket
of ore

bolsonada nf bunch of ore

bolsonero,-ra adj [Bol] in rich ore, in pockets of
ore

bollandiano,~na ad; Bollandian

bollandiense adj Bollandian

bollo nm [Pe] pocket of ore

bomba nf bomb (experimental) | pump | b.
calorimétrica calorimetric bomb | b. volcdnica
volcanic bomb

bonanza nf large deposit of rich ore | ore shoot
| en b. yielding a profit, in good ore

bono nm bonus | b. de caja cash bonus

bononiano,-na adj Bononian

bononiense adj Bononian

boratera nf [Arg, Bol, Ch] borax deposit

borato nm borate | [Ch] ulexite | b. calcinado
calcined ulexite

borde nm river bank | fringe, edge | b.
continental continental borderland

bordo nm edge | ore remaining in a mine

bérico,~ca adj boric, boracic

boro nm boron

borra nm [Méx] matrix, gangue | barren rock |
refined borax | b. de veta soft, altered rock | en
b. in unproductive ground

borrasca nf an unproductive or unprofitable
mine | barren rock | b. de la capa tounging of a
bed into adjacent beds | dar or caer en b. to
become unproductive or unprofitable

boruro nm boride

bota nf leather bag used to carry ore out of a
mine

botadero nm dump

botamiento nm fault | dislocation

botar vtr to dump

botella nf flask | b. de dcido acid bottle | b. de
azogue flask of mercury

botija nf [Bol] rawhide bucket of about 7 gallons
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capacity

botroide adj botryoidal

béveda nf cave or cavern | dome, cupola |
chamber deposit | b. de sal salt dome

bovedén nm [Pe] chamber

boya nm [Cerro de Pasco, Pe] rich vein or
pocket of ore | b. del cobre copper production
boom in 1887 in Perti due to high world market
prices for copper

bradfordiano,-na adj Bradfordian

bradfordiense adj Bradfordian

bradisismo nm bradyseism

braguetilla nf [Pe] crude smelting furnace, often
no more than a roasting pit

braquianticlinal nm brachyanticline

braquiépodo nm brachiopod

braquisinclinal nm brachysyncline

brasa nf [Almadén, Sp] reduction of mercury
ore by roasting and distillation

braunespato nm brown spar (any carbonate
colored brown by iron)

braza nf fathom (a unit of length)

brazada nf [Col, Vz] fathom (a unit of length) |
b. de piedra [Méx] a cubic measure used in
selling building stone

brazaje nm water depth

brazo nm arm | branch of a stream | b.
pantanoso bayou

brea nf pitch or tar | asphalt | b. de alquitran
coal tar | b. de carbon coal tar | b. de hulla coal
tar | b. de tierra earth pitch | b. mineral heavy
oil, maltha, asphalt

brecha nf breccia | opening, break, crevasse |
[Col] prospecting trench | b. conchifera shell
hash | b. de dislocacién crush breccia | b. de
fallas fault breccia | b. de friccién fault breccia |
b. de huesos bone breccia | b. de trituracion fault
breccia | b. de talud talus breccia | b. filoniana
vein breccia | b. milonita mylonitic breccia | b.
osifera bone breccia | b. poligénica polygenetic
breccia | b. tecténica tectonic breccia | b.
volcinica volcanic breccia

brechacién nf brecciation

brechiforme adj brecciated

brechoide adj brecciated

brechoso,-sa adj brecciated

brigada nf party, gang, crew | b. de campo field
party | b. del transito transit party | b.
topogrifica survey party

brillantez nf brilliance (gems)

brillo nm luster | b. anacarado pearly luster | b.



ceroso waxy luster | b. de antimonio antimonite
| b. de antimonio argentifero miargyrite | b. de
betin pitchy luster | b. de bismuto bismuthenite
| b. de cobalto cobaltite | b. de cobre chalcocite |
b. de hierro red hemetite | b. de plata argentite |
b. diamantino adamantine luster | b. grasiento
greasy luster | b. graso greasy luster | b. grasoso
[Bol] greasy luster | b. mantecoso greasy luster
| b. mate dull luster | b. metalico metallic luster
| b. nacarado pearly luster | b. resinoso resinous
luster | b. sedoso silky luster | b. terroso earthy
luster | b. vitreo glassy luster

briozoario nm bryozoan

brocado nm [Pe] low-grade ore

brocal nm collar (of a shaft) | entrance (to an
adit)

brocantita nf brochantite

broceo nm [Ch] barreness or sterility of an ore
deposit | en broceo in barren ground

bromargira nf bromargyrite

bromargirita nf bromargyrite

bromo nm bromine

bromuro nm bromide

bronce nm bronze | pyrite | any mineral of a
bronze color | [Pe] iron and copper sulfide
ores | b. bruno [Zacatecas, Méx] silver-bearing
pyrite | b. amarillo pyrite or chalcopyrite | b.
anilado covellite | b. apretado pyrite | b. blanco
pyrite | [Potosi, Bol] arsenopyrite | b. bueno
[Guanajuato, Méx] silver-bearing pyrite | b.
chino pyrite or chalcopyrite | b. de cobre
chalcopyrite |b. dorado chalcopyrite | b. malo
[Guanajuato, Méx] pyrite barren of silver | b.
morado bornite | b. nochistle chalcopyrite | b.
plateado [Ch] copper sulfide ore | b. platero
silver-bearing pyrite

broncita nf bronzite

bronco nm greenhorn, bronco (new, unproven
oil field employee) | [Méx] loose, rock ready
to fall

bronzado,-da adj [Pe] containing copper and
iron sulfide ore or bronces

bronzudo nm [Méx] pyritic ore

broquita nf brookite

brosa nf [Bol] low-grade ore

broseo nm [Bol] weathering and decomposition
of ores

brosiri nm worker, usually minga used to break
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up ore

brotadero nm seep, spring, source

brotar vtr to outcrop | to seep, emerge
(groundwater)

brotazén de veta nm [Méx] apex of a vein

brote nm [Cu] outcrop | b. de filtracién seepage
outcrop

broza nf [Bol, Pe] barren part of a vein | low
grade ore | [Bol] coarse-grained minerals |
[Ch] mine waste

buitrén nm section of the patio of an ingenio
where each cuerpo of ore was treated by the
patio process of amalgamation of silver ores (a
patio was generally divided into several
buitrones)

brijula nf compass | b. de gedlogo geologists's
compass | b. minera mine compass

bruno,-na adj dark brown

brutota adj coarse, rough | crude

buche nm [Col] pocket of ore

bucle nm shield

bufa nf [Mazipal, Méx] beds of brown iron ore
and malachite

buncenita nf bunsenite

burdigaliano,-na adj Burdigalian

burdigaliense adj Burdigalian

burga nf hot spring

buro nm chalk | marl

burrear vtr [Sp] to carry ore on one's shoulders

busca nf search, exploration | [Méx] ore taken
out by prospectors

buscador nm prospector

buscar vtr to prospect or explore

buscén nm prospector

busconero nm prospector

btsqueda nf search | b. de informacién scouting
a well

butano nm butane

buzamiento nm dip, inclination | pitch | angle
of dip | [Ch] plunge (in Chile manteo is used
for dip) | b. aparente apparent dip | b. arriba
updip | b. axil plunge | b. del eje plunge | b. en
cupula quaquaversal dip

buzante adj plunging

buzar vtr to dip



cabalgar vtr to overlap | to thrust, overthrust

cabalgador nm nappe

cabalgamiento nm thrust, overthrust | c.
horizontal apparent heave | c. inclinado
apparentslip | c. vertical apparent throw

caballeria nf a measure of land area

caballete nm [Méx] horse (waste rock within or
between veins)

caballero nm spoil bank

caballo nm horse (waste rock within or
between veins) | c. de piedra [Amolanas, Ch]
basic, barren intrusions into quartz porphyry |
c. de peria [Col] horse | c. de tepetate horse

cabecera nf headwaters of a river | summit of a
hill or ridge | [Bol] a working in the upper part
of a mine | de c. accross a vein

cabeza nf [Méx] outcrop | [Col] upper part of a
placer working | c. de ingenio stamp (in a mill)
| c. de mina mine entrance | c. de moro a var of
tourmaline

cabezo nm reef, submerged rock

cabez6n nm rapids | boulder | eddy, whirlpool
| [Col] point at which a current of water loses
velocity such that material in suspension is
deposited

cabezuela nf [San Dimas, Méx] concentrates
rich in gold and silver

cablevia nf cableway, aerial tramway

cabo nm cape

cabuchén nm rough, unpolished ruby

cabujén nm rough, unpolished ruby

cachalonga nf variety of opal

cachi nm [Bol] barite | [Potosi, Bol] siderite |
[Pe] salt | [Chaiiarcillo, Ch] calcite

cachimba nf [Arg] shallow well, spring | [Méx]
miner's lamp

cacholongo nm a var of opal

cachuela nf rapids

cadena nf chain | c. de Markov Markov chain | c.
de montasias mountain chain | c. montasiosa
mountain chain

cadenada nf [surv] length of one chain

cadenear vtr [surv] to chai:

cadeneo nm [surv] chainin;

cadenero nm chainman | c. dgelantero head
chainman | c. trasero rear chainman | c. zaguero
[Arg] rear chainman

cadmio nm cadmium

C1

caducacién nf expiration of rights to a mining
claim or lease

caducar vtr to forfeit rights to mining claims or
leases (generally by expiration)

caducidad nf act of forfeiture to a mining claim
or lease | expiration, lapse

caduco,-ca adj expired, invalid

caenozoico,~ca adj Cenozoic

cagafierro nm slag, scoria

caguacha nf residues of amalgam and mercury
washed out of a mill

caguachiri nm worker employed to collect
caguachas

caida nf fall, drop | [hyd] head | dip | slip, fall
(of rock) | c. de agua waterfall

caidos nmpl fallen or caved ground | fallen
material

caiman nm [Méx] ore chute

cainozoico,~ca adj Cenozoic

caja nf wall rock to a vein or deposit | thickness
of a vein | [Ch] river bed | c. de esclusa sluice
box | c. de extraccién mine cage

cajalarga nf [Bol] rock easily drilled

cajén nm canyon, gorge, gully | narrow or box
canyon | a measure of quantity of ore,
generally weighing fifty quintales | [Col] clay at
contact between coal and country rock

cajonero nm worker who handles skips | [Méx]
mouth of a shaft

cal nf lime | c. de estario cassiterite

cala nf creek, cove, bight | test boring |
exploration well | c. de prueba test boring

calabrés,-esa adj Calabrian

calabriano,-na 4dj Calabrian

calabriense adj Calabrian

calamaco nm [Méx] large piece of rock difficult
to break up

calamina nf calamine, smithsonite | [Pe]
hydrozincite | [Pe] aurichalcite

calamita nf magnetite, lodestone | siderite |
compass needle | turquoise

calar adj calcareous, lime | nm limestone
quarry

calar vtr to pierce, penetrate, perforate

calca nf copy | c. heliogréfico blueprint

calcado nm tracing

calcantita nf chalcanthite

calcar vtr to trace, copy

calcdreo,-rea adj calcareous, limey | nm
limestone

calcedonia nf chalcedony



cdlcico,~ca adj calcic, calcium

calciesponja nf calcisponge

calcifero,-ra adj calciferous

calcificacién nf calcification

calcificar vtr to calcify

calciforme adj cup-shaped

calcilodita nf mudstone (Dunham classification)

calcimétro nm calcimeter

calcinacién nf calcination

calcinador nm calciner, roaster

calcinar vtr to calcine, roast | vpr to calcine

calcio nm calcium | c. clorurado calcium chloride

calcioborita nf dreelite

calco nm a tracing | cast | c. de cargaload cast |
c. de deslizamiento slide cast | c. de flujo flow
cast | c. de roce bounce cast | c. espigado
chevron mark

calcocita nf chalcocite

calcéfilo nm calcophile

calcografia nf chalcography

calcégrafo nm chalcographer

calcopirita nf chalcopyrite

calcosfera nf chalcosphere

calcosina nf chalcocite

calcosita nf chalcocite

calcotriquita nf chalcotrichite

caldera nf caldera | crater of a volcano | winze
| sump | c. vaporizadora de mercurio mercury
boiler

calderilla nf winze

caldero nm cauldron | hundamiento en c.
cauldron subsidence

caledoniano,-na adj Caledonian

calefaccién nf heat, heating

calefaccionar vir to heat

calentado,-da adj hot | c. al blanco white hot | c.
al rojo red hot

calentador nm [Rio Tinto, Sp] a reverboratory
furnace used to calcine ore

calero,-ra adj calcareous, limestone | nm lime
burner | operator of a lime pit | nf lime pit or
deposit | limestone quarry | lime kiln

calesa nf [Méx] ore bucket

caleta nf creek, cove, inlet

caleza nf [Méx] ore bucket

calibita nf chalybite, siderite

caliborita nf kaliborite

calibracién nf calibration | caliper logging

calibrar vtr to calibrate | to guage, measure

calibre nm caliper | c. micrométrico microcaliper

calicanto nm [Chuquibamba, Pe] auriferous
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conglomerate

calicata nf [Arg] test pit | bore, drill hole

calichal nm [Bol] kaolin | [Méx] second class
silver ore of 150 to 1000 ounces per ton silver

caliche nm caliche | salpeter | [Pe, Ch] impure
sodium nitrate | [Arg] cement to borate
nodules found in swamps | [Uco, Pe] clayey
soil above gold veins | [Ch] altered clay
selvages to veins | [Durango, Méx] white,
decomposed clay | [Méx] feldspar |
[Guanajuato, Méx] travertine | [Col] recently
discovered mineralized vein | [Col]
decomposed calcareous quartz | c. negro
[Cerro de Pasco, Pe] copper sulfides and
sulfoarsenides

calichera nf [Ch, Pe] deposit of caliche

calichero,-ra adj relating to caliche

calichoso,-sa adj calcareous | feldspathic

cilido,~da adj hot, warm

caliente adj warm, hot | [Méx] oxidized silver
ore

ciliz nm calyx | de c. calycal

caliza nf limestone | c. carbonifera carboniferous
limestone | c. cavernosa cavern limestone | c.
conchifera fossiliferous limestine | c. coralina
coral limestone | c. cristalna crystalline
carbonate (Dunham classification) | marble |
c. de agua dulce freshwater limestone | c. de
arrecife reef limestone | c. feldespatica arkosic
limestone | c. fétida stinkstone | c. granular
grainstone (Dunham classification) | c.
hidréulica limestone that yields hydraulic lime
in calcination | c. lodogranular packstone
(Dunham classification) | c. lodosa wackestone
(Dunham classification) | c. magnesiana
dolostone | c. oolitica oolitic limestone | c.
porosa porous limestone

calizo,~za adj calcareous, lime

calocar nm white clay

calomelano nm calomel

calén nm [Huelva, Sp] iron oxide-bearing
sandstone and limestone

calorescencia nf calorescence

calor nm heat | c. blanco white heat | c. de
hidraracién heat of hydration | c. especifico
specific heat | c. latente de fusién latent heat of
fusion | c. propio geothermal temperature | c.
rojo red heat

caloria nf calorie

calérico,-ca adj caloric

calorifero,-ra adj heat-producing, giving heat



calorifico,~ca adj calorific

calorimetria nf calorimetry

calorimétrico,-ca adj calorimetric, calorimetrical

calorimetro nm heat probe, calorimeter

caloviano,-na adj Callovian

caloviense adj Callovian

caluma nf [Andes] pass, gap, gorge

calvo,-va adj barren, desert

callana nf [Pe] government refinery or mint

calloviano,-na adj Callovian

calloviense adj Callovian

cama nf layer, bed, stratum | c. de roca bedrock

camada nf bed, stratum, layer

cdmara nf chamber, room | ore shoot, chamber
deposit | c. de minas chamber of mines | c.
magmatica magma reservoir

cambio nm change, variation | c. de facies facies
change | c. de naturaleza variation in
sedimentary material | c. de nombre renaming |
c. de potencia variation in thickness

cambriano,~na adj Cambrian

cdmbrico,~ca adj Cambrian

caminamiento nm [Ec] traversing

camino nm (Bol] gallery, drift

camién nf truck | c. de disparo shooting truck |
c. de registro recording truck | c. de taladro
drilling truck

campamento nm camp, campground | c. minero
mining camp

campafia nf level country

campaniano,-na adj Campanain

campaniense ad; Campanian

campanil nm [Bilbao, Sp] hematite | [Sierra
Nevada, Sp] siderite

campilita nf campylite

campista nf tributor, lessor

campamiento minero nm mining camp

campo nm field | mining camp | c. aurifero gold
field | c. coercitivo coercive field | c. de cumbres
| c. de kames kame field | c. de nieves firn field |
c. de un microscopio field of view (microscope) |
c. del petréleo oil field | c. gasifero gas field | c.
magnético magnetic field | c. minero mining
camp | c. petrolero oil field | c. productor
producing field | c. raso flat, open country

canal nm channel | flume, race, ground sluice |
c. de erupcién chimney, pipe

canalado,-da adj grooved, fluted, corrugated

canalizacién nf channelization

canalén nm ground sluice

cancagua nf [Ch] a stiff, sandy soil
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cancha nf ore bin | [Pe, Ch] mine dump | place
near the entrance of a mine where ore was
sorted by hand

canchal nm rocky or stony place | [Méx]
moraine

canchamina nf [Ch] work area around a shaft or
adit

canchaminero nm [Ch] surface worker in a mine

cancho nm large rock, boulder

candencia nf incadescence

candente adj incadescent, red-hot

candil de minero nm miner's lamp

canel nm [Sp] cannel coal

caney nm small bay | [Col] river bend

canga nf any red lateritic soil | iron-bearing
laterite | {Arg, Bol] iron-bearing soil

cangagua nf [Col] clay suitable for adobe bricks

cangahua nf [Ec] hardpan

cangalla nf tailings | [Ch] stolen ore

cangalli nm [Tipuani, Bol] false bedrock of
ferruginous quartz arenite that overlies gold-
bearing sand

cangilén nm bucket | [Ec] mud hole | [PR]
small waterfall | c. de arrastre dragline bucket

cangrejero nm [Col] pockets of gold occuring in
smaller veins or venillas

canguilén nm [Ch] bucket

canén nm royalty, tax | rate | c. bruto gross
royalty | c. de adicién overriding royalty | c. de
cierre shut-in royalty | c. de compensacién
compensation royalty | c. del propietario fee
royalty | c. de participacién royalty interest | c.
exento de cargos non-participating royalty | c.
fijo fixed royalty | c. no vencido unaccrued
royalty | c. sin gastos free ride

cantal nm stone or pebble | spall | stony
ground

cdntara nf a liquid measure equivalent to 13.16
liters | [Durango, Méx] white, decomposed
clay

cdntaro nm [Guadalcazar, Pe] retort for reducing
mercury ores

cantear vir to cut stone

cantera nf quarry | quarry stone, hewn stone,
ashlar, freestone | [Vz] small veinlets of quartz
detached from veins | c. de arena sand pit | c.
de grava gravel pit | c. de préstamo borrow pit

canteria nf quarry | quarrying, hewing of stone
| freestone, ashlar, hewn stone | [Méx] tuff

cantero nm stonemason | sum

cantidad nf quantity, amount | c. de rotacién



amount or degree of rotation

cantil nm cliff | shelf | cliff edge

cantillo nm small stone, pebble

cantizal nm stony ground

canto nm edge or border | thickness | stone or
pebble | boulder | fragment of flint | dressed
stone | c. erritico glacial erratic | c. grande
cobble | c. rodado boulder, cobble, pebble | c.
sin labrar rough ashlar | de c. edgewise, on
edge

cantorral nm stony ground

canturrén nm [Col] manganese oxide

cafa nf gallery | c. de mina gallery | c. de volar
blasting hole

cafiada nf valley, gorge, ravine | eroded river
bank | the immediate drainage formed by a
spring | [Arg] inlet, estuary | [Col, PR] stream

cafadén nm canyon, gorge

cafio nm gallery (in a mine)

caiién nm canyon | drift, gallery | c. submarino
submarine canyon

cafiutillo nm [Col] fine emerald

caolin nm kaolin, china clay

caolinico,~ca adj kaolinic

caolinita nf kaolinite, kaolin

caolinizacién nf kaolinization

capa nf bed, layer, seam, stratum | stratabound
deposit | c. acuifera aquifer | c. barrera blocking
layer | c. basal bottomset bed | c. cabalgante
nappe | c. clave key bed | c. cobijante nappe | c.
competente competent bed | c. de carbén coal
seam | c. de filén beded vein | c. de hielo ice cap
| c. de velocidad velocity bed | c. dorsal topset
bed | c. fredtica acuifer | c. frontal foreset bed |
c. fuselar fusellar layer | c. gasiferagas cap | c.
ondulitico wave stratum | c. osifera bone bed |
c. reflectora reflecting bed | c. rojared bed | c.
superior topset bed | c. vegetal top soil | en
capas layered, bedded

capa-filén nm bedded vein

capacidad nf capacity | c. electrica capacitance |
c. térmica heat capacity

capacho nm bucket | [Pe, Ch] rawhide bag for
carrying ore of 2 to 4 arrobas capacity | c. de
extraccion mine bucket

caparaz6n nm carapace | shell

caparrosa nf melanterite | copperas | vitriol | c.
amarillo copiapite | c. azul blue vitriol | c.
blanda goslarite

capataz nm foreman | c. de turno shift boss

capilar adj capillary
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capilaridad nf capillarity

capillo nm cupel

capita nf band, small seam, thin layer

capitin nm foreman | c. de la mita Spaniard or
Creole in charge of the mita | c. de yanaconas
person in charge of Indians permanantly
dwelling in a mining center, as opposed to
mitayos who lived elsewhere | c. enterador
Indian in charge of his community's mitayos
during their service

caporal nm [Vz] foreman

capote nm [Col] topsoil

cdpsula nf laboratory dish

capotero,-ra adj shallow

captacién nf capture, piracy | c. en abanico arc
shooting

captura nf capture | c. de rio river capture or
piracy

capuchén nm cap rock

cara nf face | facet of a crystal | wall of a fissure
| panel of stone in a quarry | c. de crucero
cleavage face

cdrabe nm amber

caraca nf [Col] thin layer of hard clay between
bedrock and paydirt in placers

caracol adj spiral

cardcter nm character | extent

caracteristica nf characteristic, feature

caradociano,-na ad; Caradocian

caracociense adj Caradocian

cardmbano nm icicle

caramero nm [Vz] flood debris

carapacho nm carapace

carbeno nm carbene

carbén nm coal | carbon | charcoal | cinder |
graphite | c. aglomerante coking coal | c.
aglutinante coking coal | c. algal algal coal | c.
almendrillo nut coal | c. antracitoso anthracite |
c. bituminoso bituminous coal | c. brillante
glance coal | c. candeloide cannel coal | c.
conglomerante coking coal | c. craso coking coal
| c. de algas boghead coal | c. de ampelita cannel
coal | c. deastilla splint coal | c. de bujia cannel
coal | c. de cok coking coal | c. de gas [Vz] gas
carbon | c. de gaz cannel coal | c. de llama corta
hard coal | c. de llama larga soft coal | c. de
piedra coal | c. de piedra pasada coke | c. de
retorta gas carbon | c. de tierra coal | c.
entrozado [Méx] broken coal | c. fosil coal | c.
granado nut coal | c. graso coking coal | c.
grueso large coal | c. lustroso pitch coal | c.



menudo small coal | c. mineral coal | [Pe] peat |
c. no aglutinante non-coking coal | c. para
calderas steam coal | c. pardo lignite | c. pezoso
pitch coal | c. seco non-coking coal | c.
semigraso semibituminous coal | c. tal como sale
run-of-mine coal | c. vegetal charcoal

carbonidceo,-cea adj carbonaceous

carbonada nf load of coal

carbonado nm black diamond, carbonado

carbonar vtr to turn into charcoal, carbonize

carbonato nm carbonate | [Sp] lead ore | c.
cilcico calcium carbonate | c. de hierro siderite |
c. de sodio soda | c. de sodio anhidrico soda ash |
c. magnésico magnesite | c. plomizo cerussite

carboncillo nm small coal, fine coal, slack | coal
dust

carbonear vtr to turn into charcoal, carbonize |
to load coal

carboneo nm charcoal making

carbonera nf coal bin or bunker | coal mine

carboneria nf coal mine | coal shed or yard

carbonero,-ra adj coal | nm coal mine | coal
merchant, coalman

carbénico,-ca adj carbonic

carbonifero,-ra adj carboniferous | coal-bearing

carbonilla nf coal dust, fine coal, pulverized
coal | cinder

carbonizacién nf carbonization

carbonizar vtr to carbonize | to burn | vpr to
carbonize

carbono nm carbon | c. orginico organic carbon
| carbono 14 carbon-14

carbonoso,-sa adj carbonaceous

carborundo nm corundum

carburo nm carbide

cdrcamo nm drain (of a mine) | flume

cdrcava nf gully, ditch

carcavon nm gorge

carcomar vtr to erode, undermine | vpr to be
undermined

cardenilla nf [Batopilas, Méx] proustite

cardenillo nm verdigris

carear vtr to face (stone)

carga nf load | loading | [hyd] head | [met]
heat, charge | mule-load of 8 to 14 arrobas |
man load of about 2 arrobas | duty, tax, charge
| [Bol] alt: red rock useful as a guide to ore
[Col] pebbles and cobbles found in placers |
[Sandia, Pe] overburden on placers | c. de mula
load of about 8 to 14 arrobas | c. del lecho bed
load | c. disuelta dissolved load | c. mineral ore

| c. suspendida suspended load

cargado,-da adj loaded | heavy, dense

cargamento nm load, shipment | cargo

cargar vtr to load | to charge (a furnace) | v intr
to load up

cargo nm burden, loading | load of stone of
about one third of a cubic meter | [Granada,
Sp] one cubic vara

carhua nf [Pe] pyrite

cari adj lead grey

cariado,-da adj rotten

carmesi adj crimson | nm crimson

carmin adj carmine, crimson | nm crimson
[Col] limonite

carmineo,-nea adj carmine, crimson

carnacién nf flesh color

carne de vaca nm [Bol, Pe] coarse galena ore
(considered to be relatively poor in silver) |
[Hualgéyoc, Pe] red amorphous sphalerite,
phosphorescent on fracture

carneola nf variety of chalcedony

carniense nm Karnian

carrancho nm [Col] altered granite carrying
auriferous pyrite and free gold | shaley host
rock in which gold veins are unproductive

carranchoso,-sa adj [Col] rough, scaley, harsh

carrascal nm [Méx] honeycombed quartz,
usually barren

carrera nf run | c. de la marea tidal range

carretada nf cart or wagon load of 120 arrobas

carretal nm [Sp] roughly dressed ashlar or
rubble-stone

carro nm car | c. calichero [Ch] nitrate car | c.
carbonero coal car | c. de extraccién mine car | c.
salitrero [Ch] nitrate car

carst nm karst

carstenita nf karstenite, anhydrite

cirstico,-ca adj karstic

carstificacion nf karstification

carta nf map | chart | c. planialtimétrica [Arg]
topographic map

cartografia nf cartography | c. aérea aerial
photosurveying

cartografiar vtr to survey, make maps

cartogrdfico,-ca adj cartographic

cartégrafo nm cartographer

cartoteca nf [Vz] map file

casa nf house | c. del apartado parting
establishment

casar metales vtr [Pe] to mix ores for
amalgamation or smelting



casarén nm large stope

cascada nf waterfall, cascade| [Col] rapids | c.
de diaclasa joint-plane waterfall | c. de glaciar
glacierfall

cascajal or cascajar nm gravel deposit | gravel
pit

cascajear vtr to extract gravel from a gravel pit
| [Col] to clean out cobbles from a sluice

cascajero nm gravel bed | worked-out mine |
[Col] a previously worked placer that still
contains gold

cascajo nm gravel deposit | quarry waste | fine
gravel | [Arg] cobbles | [Ch] coarse, gold-
bearing gravels | [Fr Guiana] deeply
weathered rock | [Méx] waste rock | c. blando
[Calamachi, Méx] talcose schist bedrock to
placers | c. duro [Calamachi, Méx] slate which
forms potholes in bedrock to placers |
[Durango, Méx] iron-bearing quartz | [Pe]
pockets of silver ore of large size | [El Caratal,
Vz] decomposed schist forming bedrock to
placers | altered diorite in the vicinity of veins

cascajoso,~sa adj gravelly

casco nm hard hat

cascote nm rubble stone | waste | muck |
[Arnao, Sp] screened coal 250 to 600 mm in
size

cdrstico,-ca adj karst

casimba nf well | spring | [Cu] sinkhole

casiterita nf cassiterite

casquete nm cap | c. de gas gas cap

casquijo nm gravel | gravel bar

castafia nf abandoned mine

castafio,-fia adj chestnut brown | nm chestnut
brown

castellano nm an old Spanish coin | one-fiftieth
part of a marco | [Méx] furnace used for lead
smelting

castigar vtr [Méx] to dress or smooth stone

castillete nm headframe

castillo nm headframe

castina nf limestone flux

castor nm petalite

cata nf mine under litigation | mine of shallow
depth | placer mine | prospecting pit, test pit
| testing, boring, exploration | [Méx]
subsidence

catacldstico,~ca adj cataclastic

catacorte nm [Col] prospecting pit or trench

catadora nf earth auger

catdlisis nf catalysis
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catlitico,-ca adj catalytic

catalizador,-dora ad; catalytic | nm catalyst

catalizar vtr to catalyze

cataclasis nf cataclastic process

cataclismo nm cataclysm

catar vfr to explore, prospect, sample

catarata nf cataract, waterfall

cataroca nf [Arg] cataclastic rock

catastral adj cadastral

catastro nm official land register, cadastre |
inventory or census of mining properties

catastréfico,-ca adj catastrophic

catastrofismo nm catastrophism

catazona nf katazone

cateado,-da adj prospected, explored

cateador nm prospecter | sampler |
prospecter's pick

catear vtr to look for, search for | to prospect or
explore a mine, deposit or property | to
sample

cateo nm prospecting, exploration | sampling

cdtodo nm cathode

cauce nm river channel, river bed | ditch, trench
| way, channel, course | c. inferior lower
course (of a river) | c. superior upper course (of
ariver)

caudal nm fortune, wealth | rate, discharge,
volume of flow | c. afluente runoff, inflow | c.
de avenida flood flow | c. de un rio discharge of
ariver | c. sélido bed load

caudaloso,-sa adj in full flood

cava nf digging, ditch | pit, excavation | rill |
[Reocin, Sp] cuts made in working calamine
quarries

cavadizo,-za adj easily excavated

cavador nm digger, excavator

cavadura nf digging

cavar vtr to dig, excavate | to dig or sink a well
| vintr to dig

cavazén nm [Sp] digging, excavation

caverna nf cavern, cave, hollow

cavernario,-ria adj cave, cavern

cavernoso,-sa adj cavernous, porous

cavidad nf cavity, vug | c. de un filén vug or
pocket in a vein

cavitacién nf cavitation

cayo nm cay, small island | shoal

caz nf flume, canal, race

cazo nm vessel used for heating ore in the hot
amalgamation process for silver ores

cebar vtr [Méx] to smelt ore



cebo nm [Méx] smelter charge | [Col] late
calcite precipitated by groundwaters
infiltrating veins

ceca nf royal mint

cedazo nm small hand sieve used in assaying

celemin nm dry measure equivalent to two
magquilas and one-twelth of a fanega

celestina nf celestite

célula nf cell | cellule

celular adj celular

cementacién nf cementation | setting of casing
| c. de fondo plug back

cementado,~da adj cemented

cementar vtr to cement

cemento nm cement | c. artificial [Sp] Portland
cement | c. puzolénico pozzulan cement

cementoso,-sa adj cement-like

cenagal nm swamp

cenagoso,-sa adj swampy

cendra nf paste of bone ash used to make cupels

cendradilla nf [Méx] small reverberatory
refining furnace

ceniciento,-ta adj ashen, ashy color

cenicilla nf [Méx] black earthy residue obtained
in reducing mercury ores in a gallery furnace

ceniza nf ash | c. de plomo litharge | c. de soda
soda ash | c. volcinica cinder

cenizo,-za adj ash colored

cenizo-negro nm [Chaiiarcillo, Ch] transitional
ore zone containing both silver chlorides and
proustite-pyargyrite

cenomaniano,~-na adj Cenomanian

cenomanense adj Cenomanian

cenote nm [Yucatan, Méx] sinkhole

cenozoico,~ca adj Cenozoic

cental nm a measure of weight

centellador nm scintillator, scintillometer

centellémetro nm scintillator, scintillometer

centenaja nf [Col] pothole (in a river)

centidrea nm square meter, centare

centigrado,-da adj centigrade

centila nf percentile

centigramo nm centigram

centimetro nm centimeter

centro nm center | height and depth | axis of a
stream, etc.

cenido,-da adj [Méx] thinned out, narrowed

ceolita nf zeolite

cera nf wax | c. fésil or mineral natural parrafin,
mineral wax

cerdmico,~ca adj ceramic
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cerargirita nf cerargyrite

cerca adv near | c. del sol open pit | nf [Ch]
bedrock

céreo,~-reaad; waxy, wax

cerio nm cerium

cernedor or cernidor nm screen, sieve

cerner or cernir otr to sift or sieve

cerniduras nfpl screenings

cero nm zero | c. absoluto absolute zero

ceroso,-sa adj waxy, ceraceous

cerracho nm [Huancavelica, Pe] smalls (granza)
of mercury ore used as the top charge in the
barba furnace

cerrar vtr to close | to enclose | to shut-in (a
well) | c. el trazado to close a survey

cerrarse vpr to thin out, pinch out, as for a vein

cerrazén nm [Col] part of a placer containing
boulders

cerril adj rough, uneven, hilly

cerrillada nf range of low hills

cerrillo nm hillock

cerro nm hill (smaller than a pico but larger and
steeper than a loma) | c. glaciarico kame

cerro-mesa nm table mountain

certileo,-lea adj cerulean, azure, deep blue

cerusa nf cerussite

cerusita nf cerussite

cesio nm cesium

cesién nf failure | c. de interés farm-out

cianita nf kyanite

cianizar vtr to cyanide

cianuracién nf cyanidation, cyaniding

cianuro nm cyanide

cibairo nm any blue or green copper mineral

ciclico,~ca adj cyclic, cyclical

ciclo nm cycle | c. de erosién erosional cycle | c.
glaciar glacial fluctuation

cielo nm sky | roof of a working | hanging wall
| @ c. abierto open pit

ciénaga nf depression where water collects |
swamp, bog | c. carstica karst fen, karst swamp

ciencia nf sceince | ciencias geolégicas geological
sciences

cienegal nm [PR] swamp

cieno nm mud | sludge

cientifico,-ca adj scientific | nm/nf scientist

cierre nm closure | shut-in | c. anticlinal
anticlinal closure | c. del trazado [surv] closure

cifra nf figure, number, numeral | quantity,
amount | c. decimal digit

cilindrico,-ca adj cylindrical, cylindric



cilindrio nm cylinder

cima nf summit, top, height, peak, crest

cimborrio nm dome | roof, cieling, hanging wall

cimbrozano nm [Vz] earthquake

cimento nm cement

cimofana nf cymophane, chrysoberyl

cinabarita nf [Sp] cinnabar

cinabrio nm cinnabar | c. hepético hepatic
cinnaber

cinc nm zinc | c. rojo zincite

cincel nm chisel | [Pe] large mass of native
silver | c. del indio [Col] stone chisel used by
natives for quarrying stone | c. de usias [Sp]
stone cutter's chisel

cincelador nm stone cutter's chisel

cincelar vfr to chisel

cincelete nm graver, small chisel

cincifero,-ra adj zinc-bearing, zinciferous

cincita nf zincite

cincha nf girth, cinch

cinerita nf ash flow

cinético,~ca adj kinetic | nf kinetics

cinquero nm zinc worker

cinta nf tape | measuring tape | band or layer
of mineral in a vein | [Col] gold-bearing
horizon in a placer | c. de agrimensor measuring
tape | c. de bolsillo pocket tape | c. métrica
measuring tape

cintada nf [surv] tape length, tape measurement

cintarrén nm [Col] layer of pay-dirt in a placer
of unusual thickness

cinteado,~da adj banded, ribboned | nf streak,
band

cintero nm [surv] tapeman | c. delatero head
tapeman | c. trasero rear tapeman | c. zaguero
[Arg] rear tapeman

cintilémetro nm scintillator, scintillometer

cinturén nm belt, zone | c. de cabalgamiento
overthrust belt | c. morénico moraine belt

circa nf [Ch] bed rock

circar vtr [Bol] to mine selectively

circo nm cirque, kar | c. glaciar cirque

circé6n nm zircon

circona nf zirconia

circéico,~ca adj zirconic

circonio nm zirconium

circonita nf zirconite

circulo nm circle | district | c. antdrtico antarctic
circle | c. drtico arctic circle | c. de Mohr Mohr's
circle | c. polar polar circle

circunferencia nf circumference
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cisco nm broken coal | coal dust

citrina nf citrine (a var of quartz)

cizalla nf shear

cizallar vfr to shear

cizalleo nm shearing

cizallimiento nm shearing

ckajcheo nm irregular workings resulting from
selective mining

ckallar vtr to high grade a vein or deposit by
mning selectively

ckatata or ckatati nf [Bol] leather bag used to
haul ore

ckojta nf [Bol] miner's carbide lamp

ckollpa nf [Bol] trona

claro nm open space in a lode remaining after
ore has been extracted

clase nm class | grade | c. cristalina crystal
class

clasificable adj classifiable

clasificacién nf classification | sorting | order |
c. de Dunham Dunham's classification of
carbonate rocks

clasificado,~da adj classified

clasificador nm filing cabinet | classifier
(milling)

clasificar ofr to class, classify | tosort | to
grade, class | to screen

clastico,~ca adj clastic

claustalita nf clausthalite

clavada nf winze

clavado,~da adj [Col] vertical

clavaque nm pebbles of quartz crystal

clavo nm bunch of ore | pay streak | rich ore
shoot | chimney (of ore) | inclusion of igneous
rock within sedimentary rock | [Col] piece of
gold which cuts a pebble or cobble from one
side to another

cliachita nf bauxite, cliachite

clinclasa nf clinoclase

clinocloro nm clinochlore

clinoeje nm clinoaxis

clinémetro nm clinometer

clivaje nm cleavage | c. de crenulacién
crenulation cleavage | c. de disyuncién fracture
cleavage | c. de estratificacién bedding cleavage
| ¢ de flujo flow cleavage | c. de fractura
fracture cleavage | c. de lapis pencil cleavage |
c. de micropliegue crenulation cleavage | c. de
plano axil axial plane cleavage | c. de roca rock
cleavage | c. de transposicién slip cleavage | c.
en abanico cleavage fan | c. espaciado spaced



cleavage | c. paralelo bedding cleavage | c.
pizarrefio slatey cleavage | c. pizarroso slatey
cleavage | c. verdadero slaty cleavage

clizoglifo nm mud crack

cloantita nf chloanthite

clorato nm chloride

clorhidrato nm hydrochloride

clorhidrico,-ca adj hydrochloric

clérico adj chloric

clorita nf chlorite

cloritico,~ca adj chlorite, chloritic

cloritizacién nf chloritization

cloritoide nf chlortoid

cloro nm chlorine

clorocalcita nf hydrophilite

cloroespinela nf chlorospinel

cloruro nm chloride | c. de cal chloride of lime |
c. de sodio sodium chloride | c. sédico sodium
chloride

coacervacién nf coacervation

coalescencia nf coalescence, fusion

cobéltico,~ca adj cobaltic

cobaltifero,-ra adj cobalt-bearing, cobaltiferous

cobaltina nf cobaltite

cobalto nm cobalt | cobaltore | c. arsenical
smaltite | c. brillante cobaltite | c. fragmentado
native arsenic | c. gris cobaltite, smaltite

cobaltoso,-sa adj cobaltous

cobertera nf platform cover

cobertura nf cover, covering

coblenciano,-na adj Coblenzian

colbenciense adj Coblenzian

cobijadura nf alluvium | [Arg] overthrust

cobre nm copper | copper ore | c. abigarrado
bornite | c. amarillo chalcopyrite | c. ampolloso
blister copper | c. asilado covellite | c. azul
azurite | c. bruto en plancha copper ingot | c. de
acarreo drift copper | c. de cementacién cement
copper | c. del cétodo cathode copper | c. en
plancha sheet copper | c. gris (antimonial)
tetrahedrite | c. gris (arsenical) tennantite | c.
gris argentifero freibergite | c. gris mercurial
schwazite | c. hepatico a var of chalcopyrite | c.
indigo chalcocite | c. morado bornite | c. nativo
native copper | c. negro blister copper |
tenorite | c. piritoso chalcopyrite | c. piritoso
hepatico bornite | c. porfidico copper porphyry |
c. rojo cuprite | c. roseta copper ingot | c. salino
atacamite | c. siliceo crysocolla | c. sulfurado
vidrioso chalcocite | c. sulfireo chalcocite | c.
verde malachite | c. vidrioso chalcocite | c.

virgen native copper | c. vitreo torbernite

cobreio,-fia adj copper, with copper

cobrizo,-za adj copper-bearing, cupriferous |
copper-colored, coppery | nm [Méx] low-
grade copper ore

coccién nf roasting

coceo nm [Méx] thrust

cocer vtr to roast ore

cocimento nm [Pe] boiling of ores | [Ch]
method of treating nitrates

cocinera nf [Zacatecas, Méx] rich part of a mine

coco nm [Col] gold pan made from a cocanut
shell

cocolita nf coccolite

cocolito nm coccolith

cocha nf [Bol, Ec] lake, pond

cochano nm [Vz] nugget

cochino nm [met] pig

cochiso nm [Pe] proustite, pyrargyrite

cochizo nm pyrargyrite | [Bol, Pe] tetrahedrite |
[Pe] stromeyerite | c. falso [Cerro de Pasco, Pe]
bournonite

cochura nf roasting

codal adj one cubit long

c6digo nm code of laws | c. de carolina mining
code for Potosi and the area under the
authority of the viceroyalty of the Rio de La
Plata (essentially modern Bolivia) established
in 1792 | c. de minas mining laws

codo nm cubit

coeficiente nm coefficient | c. de confianza
confidence level | c. de correlacién correlation
coefficient | c. de determinacién coefficient of
determination | c. de elasticidad modulus of
elasticity | c. de permeabilidad coefficient of
permeability | c. de productividad productivity
index | c. de variacién coefficient of variation

cogollo nm upper part | c. de la cinta [Col]
upper part of the pay zone in a placer | c. del
hilo [Col] upper part of a vein | c. de las vetas
outcrop of a vein

coherencia nf coherence

cok nm coke | c. de petréleo petroleum coke | c.
de retorta gas coke | c. para altos hornos blast
furnace coke

cola nf tail | [Méx] part of a vein that
terminates with depth | nfpl tailings

colada nf flow (of lava) | melt | filtering | c. de
lava lava flow

coladero nm winze, ore pass, ore chute

colador nm strainer | c. de lodo shale shaker | c.



vibratorio shale shaker, mud screen

coladura nf straining, filtering

colagén nm [Méx] conduit, canal

colar vtr to cast metal | [Méx] to sink a shaft

colarse vpr to seep, percolate

colatidud nf colatitude

coleccién nf collection

colector nm collector | c. de gas gas trap

colgado,~da adj suspended, hung | [Bol] said of
a mine working which encounters an already
worked area

colgante ad; hanging, suspended

colgar vtr [Col] to use natural drainage to work
a placer

colicuacién nf smelting

colillas nfpl tailings

colimacién nf collimation

colimador nm collimator

colina nf ridge, hill | hillock | c. de presién
pressure ridge

colindante adj adjacent

colmado,~da adj piled in heaps

colmarse vpr to fill up

colmatacién nf filling | [Arg] silting up

colmataje nm filling

colmo nm height, summit

colocar vtr to arrange or place, locate, set

colofonita nf collophane

coléfano nf collophane

coloformo,~-ma adj colloform

coloidal adj colloidal

coloide adj/nm colloid

coloideo,~dea adj colloid, colloidal

colomillo nm [Col] protruding rocks in the
bedrock of a river or placer

color nm trace or color of gold | rock stained by
mineral

colorante nm coloring material

colorado,-da adj red | nf[Topia, Méx] rusty
orange staining of propylitized andesite due to
weathering of pyrite | nm red | [Méx] gossan
| [Pe, Ch] oxidized silver ores colored by
copper

coloreado,~da adj colored

colpa nf copperas | [Pe] asilver ore

colqueruna nm Indian who obtained exemption
from the mita by paying a fee to his caquique

colqui nm [Bol, Pe] silver

columna nf pipe or column of rock or ore | c. de
brecha breccia pipe | c. de petréleo oil column |
c. de sondeo drill string
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columnar adj columnar

coluvial adj colluvial

coluvién nf colluvium

collado nm saddle, gap, pass | hill

collpa nf [Bol, Pe] nitrate, trona

comarca nf territory, district, region | border,
boundary, limit | study area | c. minera mining
district

comba nf bulge

combar vtr to bend, curve or warp

combersa nf [Arg] valley

combinacién nf combination, compound |
commingling | permutation

combo nm [Bol] sledge hammer

combustible adj combustible | nm fuel,
combustible | fuel oil | c. liquido liquid fuel

combustién nf combustion | c. in situ in situ
combustion

combustéleo nm fuel oil

comercializacién nf marketing

comerse los pilares vpr [Méx] to rob pillars

comillo nm reverberatory furnace

comisién nf [Col] party | c. de estudios [Col]
survey party

comisura nf corner | c. estratigrifica bedding
plane

compacidad nf [PR, Vz] compaction,
compactedness

compactacién adj compaction, compacting,
consolidating

compacto,-ta adj compact, dense

compaiiia nf company | La C. [Pe] Cerro de
Pasco Corporation

compds nm compass (for drawing) | compass
(for navigation) | c. de divisién dividers

compensacién nf adjustment, compensation | c.
de la brijula compass compensation

compensar vtr to adjust | c. la aguja adjusta
compass needle

competencia nf competence

competente adj competent

complejo nm complex | c. basal basement
complex | c. de base basement complex | c.
fundamental basal complex | c. volcinico
volcanic complex

componente nm constituent, component

composicién nf composition

comportamiento nm behavior | c. geoquimico
geochemical behavior

compresibilidad nf compressibility

compresible adj compressible



compresion nf compression | c. isotermica
isothermal compression

compresivo,~va adj compresive

compreso,-sa adj compressed

comprimible adj compressible

comprimido,-da adj compressed

comprimir vtr to compress | v,pr to be
compressed

compuesto,~ta adj compound | nm compound

computador nm computer

computadora nf computer

computar vfr to compute, calculate

computo nm computation, calculation

comin adj common, ordinary, average | nm
ore of average grade

comunicacién nf [Bol] drift that connects two
section of a mine | intersection of a raise or
winze with a gallery

concavidad nf concavity

céncavo,-va adj concave | nf cavity, hollow

céncavoconvexo,~xa adj concavo-convex

concentracién nf concentration | c. en seco dry
concentration

concentrado,~da adj concentrated | nm
concentrate

concentrador nm concentrator

concentrar vir to concentrate

concentricidad nf concentricity

concéntrico,-ca adj concentric

concesién nf concession, grant | c. comunitaria
community lease | c. de tiro shooting lease

concesionar vtr to grant a concession

concesionario nm holder of a concession,
licensee, grantee

concoide adj conchoidal

concoideo,-dea adj conchoidal

concordancia nf conformity

concordante adj concordant, conformable

concrecién nf concretion | c. calcirea calcareous
sinter | c. esferoidal spheroid concretion

concrecionado nm deposit formed by chemical
precipitation

concrecionar vtr to sinter

concrecional adj concretionary

concha nf shell | test (microfossil)

conchifero adj shell-bearing | nm [Méx] shell-
bearing limestone

conchilla nf [Arg] shell

conchudo,-da adj shelly, shaly

cénchula nf [Arg] test (microfossil)

condensacién nf condensation
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condensado nm condensate | c. retrogrado
retrograde condensate

condensar vir to condense

céndrita nf chondrite

conduccién nf conduction | c. de calor thermal
conduction

conductancia nf conductance

conductibilidad nf conductivity

conductible adj conductive

conductividad nf conductivity

conductivo,~va adj conductive

conducto nm vent or pipe of a volcano |
channel, lava channel | conduit | c. volcinico
volcanic vent

conexién adj connection, linkage

confeccién nf drawing up, making up | c. de
mapas mapping

configuracién nf pattern, array, configuration |
c. de afloraminetos outcrop pattern | c. de
diaclasas joint pattern | c. dendritica dendritic
pattern | c. en reja trellis pattern | c. lee lee
configuration | c. radial radial pattern | c.
rectangular rectangular pattern | c. Wenner
Wenner array

confitillo nm [Méx] pea gravel, peastone

conflacién nf smelting

confluencia nf confluence, concourse, or
meeting of two rivers, etc. | junction | c. de
glaciares glacial confluence

confluente adj confluent, tributary | nm
confluence, concourse (of rivers)

confluir vtr to converge, meet, come together

congelado,-da adj frozen

congelar vtr to freeze, congeal | vpr to freeze,
congeal

congelo nm [Ch] lowest layer of caliche
consisting of selenite, sand, sulphates and
chlorides

conglomerddico,-ca adj [Arg] conglomeritic,
conglomerate

conglomerado,-da adj conglomerate | nm
conglomerate | c. aurifero gold placer | c. de
boleos boulder conglomerate | c. de chinos
cobble conglomerate | c. de fallas fault
conglomerate | c. de granito [Arg] granolithic
conglomerate | c. de perias [Vz] cobble
conglomerate | c. d- refiones [Vz] boulder
conglomerate | c. . trituracién crush
conglomerate | c. fundamental basal
conglomerate | c. rojo [Méx] conglomerate
cemented by red, iron-bearing clay



conglomerante nm binding material

conglomerar vtr to conglomerate | vpr to
conglomerate

conglomerdtico,-ca adj conglomeratic

conglutinado,-da adj conglutinated

conglutinarse vpr to coalesce, coagulate, cake

congo nm [Col] pebbles or fragments of iron ore
found in placers | iron oxide found in veins |
sphalerite

congosto nm pass | canyon, gorge

congruente adj congruent

congruo,-rua adj congruent

coniaciano,-na adj Coniacian

coniaciense nm Coniacian

conicidad nf taper | conicity

cénico,~ca adj conical | conic (projection) | nf
conic section

conificacién nf water coning

coniforme adj cone shaped

conileno nm conylene

conjugado,~da adj conjugate

conjuncién nf conjunction

conjunto nm suite | assemblage | c. de estratos
sedimentary complex

cono nm cone | c. acandilado spatter or drip cone
| c. adventicio adventive cone, parasitic cone |
c. aluvial alluvial fan | c. compuesto compound
cone | c. de agua water coning | c. de cenizas
cinder cone | c. de deyeccion alluvial fan | c. de
erupcién eruption cone | c. de lava lava cone,
shield volcano | c. parésito parasite cone | c.
piroclastico pyroclastic cone

conodonto nm conodont

conoide nm conoid

conquilifero,-ra adj [Sp] containing shells

consecuente adj consequent

consolidacién nf consolidation

consolidado,~da adj consolidated

consolidar vtr to consolidate, compact | sin c.
unconsolidated

consolidarse vpr to settle, become compact

constante nm constant | c. de gravitacién
gravitational constast |

constriccién nf constriction

consumido nm [Méx] mercury lost in the patio
process of amalgamation of silver ores

contacto nm contact | c. de transicién gradational
contact | c. gradual gradational contact | c. neto
sharp contact | c. pronunciado sharp contact | c.
sedimentario sedimentary contact | c. tecténico
tectonic contact
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contador nm counter | c. central center counter
| c. de altura altimeter | c. geiger geiger counter
| c. proporcional proportional counter

contar vir to count

contemporineo,-nea adj contemporaneous

contenido nm concentration, grade | content

contextura nf structure and texture | c. ofitica
ophitic texture

continental adj continental

continente adj containing | nm continent

contingente nm share, quota, allowable | c. de
produccion provisional temporary allowable

contornar or contornear vtr to sketch or trace
the outline of | to skirt, pass around

contorno nm outline, contour | periphery | c.
estructural structural contour

contracafion nm [Méx] gallery driven into the
footwall side of a vein

contraccién nf contraction, shrinking

contracielo nm [Méx] raise, upraise | c. de acceso
manway raise | c. escalonado stope raise | c.
piloto pilot raise | c. ramal branch or cutout
raise

contraconducto nm counterchute

contracorriente nf countercurrent, eddy, reverse
current | a c. upstream

contraerse vpr to contract, shrink

contrafilén nm countervein, counterlode

contraflujo nm countercurrent, eddy

contramina nf a tunnel connection two mines

contrapresién nf back pressure

contrastar vir to assay coins, gold, silver etc.

contraste nm assay

contrata nf [Pe] a system of debt servitude in
mining in the 19th century which later evolved
into a bonifide system of contract labor

contrato nm contract | c. de avio credit for
working a mine | c. de reembolso bottom hole
contract | c. llave en mano turnkey contract

contravena nf countervein

contraveta nf countervein

conveccién nf convection

convergencia nf convergence | c. en ley
convergence in distribution or law | c. en
probabilidad convergence in probability

convergente adj convergent, converging

convexidad nf convexity

convexo,~xa adj convex

convolucién nf convolution

coordenada nf coordinate | c. cartesiana
Cartesian coordinate | c. de simetria cinematica



kinematic symmetry cleavage | c. de simetria de
pliegue fold symmetry cleavage | c. estructural
fabric symmetry cleavage | c. tecto-textural de
simetria fabric symmetry cleavage

copal nm copalite, mineral resin | c. de congo
congo copal

copalillo nm [Batopilas, Méx] sphalerite |
[Zacatecas, Méx] cerussite

copaquira nf copper or nickel sulfate,
melanterite

copela nf cupel

copelacién nf cupellation

copelar vtr to assay by cupellation, cupel

copete nm crest

copey nm [Ec] bitumen

coprogéno,~na adj coprogenic

coprolito nm coprolite

coque nm coke | c. amorfo amorphous coke | c.
de petréleo petroleum coke | c. de retorta gas
coke

coqueria nf coking plant

coquificacién nf coking

coquificar vtr to coke

coquizacién nf coking

coquizar vtr to coke

coraliano,-na adj Corallian

cordlico,-ca adj [Vz] coral

coraliense adj Corallian

coralifero,-ra adj coraliferous

coraliforme adj coraliform

coraligeno,~na adj coral

coralino,-na adj coraline, coral-red

cordado,-da adj ropey

cordel nm a measure of length | a measure of
area

cordillera nf mountain range | c. divisoria divide

cordén nm [Arg, Ch] mountain chain | c. de
cerros range of hills | c. estratigrifico shoestring
sand

cori nm [Bol, Pe] gold

cori-bronce nm [Potosi, Bol] chalcopyrite

corindén nm corundum

cornalina nf cornelian chalcedony

cornamusa nf [Pe] earthen retort

corneana nf hornfels

cornelina nf cornelian chalcedony

cérneo,-ea adj horny

cornerina nf cornelian chalcedony | onyx

cornubianita nf hornblende

coro-coro nm [Bol] native copper

corona nf rim | c. albitica albitic rim
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coronacién nf crest

coronamiento nm crest, top

corral nm aland measure of 5.857 hectares

correcién nf correction | c. de bouguer bouguer
correction | c. estitica static correction

corredero nm [Col] ancient, abandoned river
bed

corredura nf flow, overflow

corregir vir to correct, adjust (instruments)

correlacién nf correlation | c. de los rangos rank
correlation | c. ilusoria false correlation | c.
lineal linear correlation | c. miltiple multiple
correlation | c. parcial partial correlation | c.
serial serial correlation

correlograma nm correlogram

correntada nf current (of a river, etc.)

corrental nm current (of a river, etc.)

correr vir to run or flow, as for rivers, etc. | to
runa survey | c. una linea [surv]to runa line |
c. niveles [surv] to run levels

correspondido nm ratio of mercury consumed
to silver produced in the patio process of
amalgamation of silver ore

corrido,~da adj continuous | lineal, running | nf
run, travel | strike of a vein | [surv] a run of
levels | [Bol] drift, float | [Ch] coutcrop | nf
[Bol] drift which follows the course of a vein

corriente adj running, flowing | nf current |
stream, flow | course of a river | c. abajo
upstream | c. arriba upstream | c. cataclinal
cataclinal stream | c. de convecién convection
current | c. de densidad density current | c. de
remolino [Arg] eddy current | c. de rompiente rip
current | c. de turbeidad turbidity current | c. de
turbidez turbidity current | c. efluyente effluent
stream | c. fluvial stream | c. fredtica subsurface
flow c. litoral longshore current | c.
sedimentadora aggrading stream | c. turbia
turbidity current

corrimiento nm landslide, sliding | overthrust |
c. aparente apparent slip | c. horizontal
horizontal thrust

corromperse vpr to decompose

corrosivo,~va adj corrosive

corroyente adj corrosive, abrasive

corrugacién nf corrugation | c. intraformacional
intraformational corrugation

corrugado,-da adj corrugated

cortada nm cut or working

cortafierro nm cold chisel

cortafrio nm cold chisel



cortahierro nm cold chisel

cortanticleos nmpl core bit, core drill

cortar vtr to cut | c. alturas to trench a vein at
the surface, stoping downwards as far as
practical | c. sogas to abandon a mine

cortarse vpr to be cut off, as for a vein

cortaveta nf [Bol] drift which intersects a vein at
an angle

corte nm cut off | cutting | working face, cut |
section | cut or opening to an ore deposit or
mine | stope | [Col] surface workings of a
placer | c. de pozo drill cutting | c. de préstamo
borrow pit | c. de roca thin section | c. geolégico
geologic cross-section | c. tranversal cross
section | c. y relleno cut and fill

corteza nf crust | c. helada permanente permafrost
| c. terrestre earth's crust

corundo nm corundum

corvadura nf curvature

cosedimentacién nf cosedimentation

cosolete nm escutcheon

coseno nm cosine

costa nf coast, shore | c. acantillada steep coast |
¢. alta mountain coast | c. de emersién
emergence coast | c. de sumersién submergence
coast | c. playa low coast

costado nm side of a pit, tunnel or shaft

costal nm [Méx] ore-sack of 150 pound capacity

costalera nf ore-sacks (collectively)

costanero,-ra adj coastal | nf slope

coste nm cost | c. de extraccién extraction cost,
lifting cost | c. de taponamiento plug-back cost |
c. intangible intangible cost

costeable adj [Méx] workable at a profit,
payable

costefio,-Na adj coastal

costero,-ra adj coastal, nearshore

costero nm side of a mineral deposit

costra nf crust, scale | slag | [Ch] conglomerate
that overlies caliche

costroso,-sa adj scaley

cota nf altitude, elevation | c. de altura elevation
| c. de comparacién datum | c. de nivel elevation
| c. de referencia bench mark, datum

cotacién nf elevation

coto nm boundary marker | c. minero group of
mines

covacha nf small cave

covadera nf guano deposit

covarianca nf covariance

covelina nf covellite
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coyote nm working area during block caving

cracoiano,-na adj Cracoian

cracoiense adj Cracoian

craquear vir [Arg] to crack (petroleum)

craqueo nm [Arg] cracking | c. al vapor steam
cracking | c. catalitico catalytic cracking | c.
térmico thermal cracking

criter nm crater of a volcano | c. adventicio
adventive crater | c. de explosién explosion
crater | c. de meteorito meteor crater | c.
inundado maar | c. parésito or parasitico
parasitic crater

cratégeno nm craton

crece nm [Ch] flood

crecer vtr to rise, swell (river) | to increase

crecido,~da adj in flood | nf flood

creciente nm flood, rise | c. de la marea flood
tide

crecimiento nm flooding, rising | growth | c.
exponencial exponential growth | c. lineal linear
growth | c. logistico logistic growth

crema nf cream (color)

crenulado,-da adj crenulate, crenulated

cresta nf crest | c. de gas gas cap | c. dentada
hogback | c. divisadora divide | c. monoclinal
hogback

cresteria nf hogback, ridge | watershed line

crestén nm outcrop | outcrop of a vein or
deposit that stands above the ground surface |
crest

creta nf chalk

cretdceo,-cea adj Cretacous

creticico,-ca adj Cretacous

cretoso,-sa adj chalky

criadero nm ore deposit, vein, seam or shoot |
genesis of ore deposits | [Ch] matrix | [Col]
gold found in the heads of streams | [Méx]
chamber deposit | c. bolsada irregular deposit |
c. de contacto contact metasomatic or skarn
deposit | c. de petréleo oil pool | c. detritico
alluvial deposit | c. en drbol deposit that
branches like a tree | c. en capa stratiform
deposit | c. en filén veins of considerable extent
| c. en veta vein deposit | c. en manto bedded
vein deposit | c. en masa irregular deposit | c.
en saca irregular, sack-like deposit | c.
engabarrado disseminated deposit | c. irregular
irregular deposit | c. en rifiones small, irregular
deposits

criba nf screen, grizzly, riddle | c. hidréulica jig,
jigging table



cribado,~da adj cribate, cribiform | jigged,
concentrated on a jigging table | nm sieving,
sifting, screening | nm screening | [Sevilla, Sp]
screened coal 30 to 100 mm in size

cribador,-ora adj sieving, sifting, screening | nm
ore screen | siever, sifter, screener

cribadura nm sieving, screening or jigging of ore

cribar vtr to screen, sieve, jig or sift

cribén nm grizzly

criboso,~sa adj cribate, cribiform

crinoide nm crinoid

crioconito nm cryoconite

criégeno,-na adj cryogene

criptocldstico,~ca adj cryptoclastice

criptocristalino,-na adj cryptocrystalline

criptégeno,-na adj cryptic

criptomagmatico,-ca adj cryptomagmatic

criptémera nf cryptomere, aphanitic rock

criptén nm krypton

criptovolcinico,-ca adj cryptovolcanic

crisoberilo nm chrysoberyl

crisé6cola nf chrysocolla | borax

crisol nm assay or smelting crucible | hearth (of
a furnace)

crisolada nf charge of a crucible

crisélita nf chrysolite

crisélito nm chrysolite

crisoprasa nf chrysoprase

crisétilo nm chrysotile

cristabalita nf cristabolite

cristal nm crystal | c. de roca rock crystal | c.
mineral dissolved salt

cristalillo nm hyaline quartz | crystallized salts

cristalinidad adj crystallinity

cristalino,~na adj crystalline

cristalito nm crystallite

cristalizacién nf crystallization

cristalizador,-dora adj crystallizing

cristalizante adj crystallizing

cristalizar vtr/intr/pr to crystallize

cristaloblastasis nf crystalloblastesis

cristalobldstico,~ca adj crystalloblastic

cristalofisica nf crystal physics

cristalografia nf crystallography

cristalogréfico,-ca adj crystallographic

cristaloide adj/nm crystalloid

cristaloideo,-dea adj . -vstalloidal

cristaléptica nf crystai optics

criterio nm criteria | c. de rechazo rejection
criteria

crocoisa nf crocoite
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crocoisita nf crocoite

cromato nm chromate | c. de hierro chromite

crémico,~ca adj chromic, chrome-bearing

cromita nf chromite (ore)

cromito nm chromite (chemical)

cromo nm chromium, chrome

cromocre nm chrome ocher

cromoferrita nf chromite

cromo nm chrome

cronoestratigrafico,-ca adj chronostratigraphic

cronologia nf chronology

cronolégico,-ca adj chronological

croquis nm sketch | rough draft

cruce nm [Bol] intersection of two galleries or
drifts

crucero nm jointing | cleavage | [Bol]
intersection of two galleries or drifts | c.
astilloso pencil cleavage | c. bdsico basal
cleavage | c. de interseccién pencil cleavage | c.
de plano axil axial plane cleavage | c. de roca
cleavage, rock cleavage | c. en abanico cleavage
fan | c. espaciado spaced cleavage | c. ondulado
crenulation cleavage | c. pizarroso slaty
cleavage | c. verdadero slaty cleavage

cruciforme adj cruciform

crudo,~-da adj crude, untreated | hard (water) |
nm crude oil | c. de equidad equity crude | c.
dulce sweet crude

cruzado,-da adj crossed or cut by another | nf
crosscut

cruzador nm cross vein

crudeza nf hardness (of water)

cruz nf intersection of veins

cruzamiento nm crosscutting of veins

cruzante nm vein that cuts another

cruzar vir to cross, cut or traverse

cuaderno nm field book, notebook | c. de
nivelacion level book

cuadra nf a measure of length of one quarter of
a mile

cuadrado,-da adj square | nm square | c. latino
Latin square | c. medio mean square

cuadrangulo nm quadrangle

cuadrante nm quadrant (of a circle)

cuadritico,~ca adj quadratic

cuadricula nf grid, cross ruling

cuadriculado,da adj grid, in squares | nm grid,
cross ruling

cuadricular vtr to grid

cuadrilla nf gang, party, crew | c. de perforacién
drilling crew



cuadrivalente adj quadrivalent

cuadro nm table | shaft | c. periédico periodic
table

cuajado nm [Méx] silver-bearing lead ore

cuajar vtr to evaporate brine

cuajarse vpr to coagulate, cake

cuaje nm total evaporation of brine

cualitativo,-va adj qualitative

cudntico,~ca adj quantum, quantic

cuantificacién nf quantification

cuantificar vfr to quantify | to quantize

cuantila nf quantile

cuantitativo,-va adj quantitative

cuanto nm quantum

cuarache nm [Guanajuato, Méx] clay selvage
around a vein

cuarcifero,~ra adj quartz-bearing, quartziferous

cuarcita nf quartzite | c. feldespatica arkosite

cuarcitico,~ca adj quartzitic '

cuarta nf fourth | quadrant | a linear measure
of one fourth of a vara

cuarteadura nf crack, split, fissure

cuartear vtr to break rock with a sledge hammer
| to
quarter | to crack | vpr to crack, split

cuarteo nm crack, fissure | splitting, dividing
into parts | [Méx] piecework

cuarterén nm [Méx] a liquid measure of 25 liters

cuarteta nf [Ch] a measure of area

cuartila nf quartile

cuartilla nf one fourth of an arroba, one-
sixteenth of a quintal

cuartillo nm a measure of volume of one fourth
of a fanega or real

cuartén nm boulder | [Méx] flagstone

cuarzo nm quartz | c. ahumado smokey quartz |
c. alfa alpha quartz | c. amarillo cairngorm
stone | c. bastardo bull quartz | c. beta beta
quartz | c. cariado rotten quartz | c. citrino
topaz | c. ferruginoso iron stained quartz | c.
hialino hyaline quartz | c. hialino verde sinople |
c. lechoso milky quartz | c. listado ribboned
quartz | c. macho [Col] quartz barren of ore | c.
porfidico [Pe] hornstone | c. radiado cross-
course spar | c. rosado rose quartz | c. tabular
laminar quartz

cuarzodiorita nf quartz diorite

cuarzomonzonita nf quartz monzonite

cuarzoso,-sa adj quartzose

cuaternario,-ria adj Quaternary

cuaterno,-na nf quaternary
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cuba nf vat | c. de cianuracién cyanidization vat

cubaje nm volume

cubertura nf cover

cubeta nf [Vz] trough, downfold, syncline, basin
| c. cerradabasin | c. marina ocean basin

cubetada nf bucketfill

cubetadraga nf dragline bucket

cubicacién nf computation of volume

cubicaje nm volume

cubicar vtr to block out (ore) | to compute
volume

clbico,-ca adj cubic

cubierta nf cover, overburden

cubierto nm cover, overburden | c. fluvioglacial
galcial cover | c. moderno recent cover

cubilote nm cupola

cubo nm cube

cubreobjeto nm cover glass, cover slip

cubrir vtr to cover

cucirbita nf retort

cucurucho nm peak, summit, top

cucharadraga nf [Ec] dragline bucket

cuchareo nm baling (of a well)

cuchilla nf knife-edged or sharp ridge |
mountain crest | mountain range | outrunner
or branch of a sierra | line of hills

cuele nm driving, sinking (workings)

cuelga nf [Ch, Col] slope, grade (of a river)

cuenca nf basin | watershed, river drainage
system | valley | trough, graven | c.
alimentadora watershed | c. carbonifera coal
basin | c. cerrada closed basin | c. de
alimentacion watershed | c. de drenaje drainage
basin or area | c. de fallas graben | c. de
sedimentacién sedimentation basin | c. fluvial
river basin | c. hidrogrifica drainage basin | c.
hullera coal basin | c. imbrifera [Arg, Ur]
watershed | c. marginal marginal basin | c.
marina sea basin | c. petrolifera oil pool | c.
recolectora watershed | c. rocosa rock basin | c.
sedimentaria sedimentary basin | c. submarina
submarine basin | c. tributaria watershed

cuenco nm pool, basin

cuerpo nm body or mass of rock or mineral |
orebody | c. de agrimensores survey party | c. de
beneficio ore body | c. de brecha hidrotermal
hydrothermal breccia body | c. de filon or de
veta branch of a vein | c. del alto hanging wall
branch of a vein | c. del bajo footwall branch of
a vein | c. del enmedio branch of a vein between
the footwall and hanging wall | c. intrusivo



intrusive body | c. magmatico boss, stock | c.
mineralizado ore shoot

cuesco nm core | [Méx] coarse ore

cuesta nf abrupt grade, elevation | rise | hill |
slope | c. abajo downhill, downslope | c. arriba
uphill

cueto nm high crag, rocky peak

cueva nf cave | c. vieja [Minglanilla, Sp] large
chambers resulting from the excavation of salt

cuisiano,-na adj Cuisian

cuisense nm Cuisian

culminacién nf culmination

cumbre nm summit, top, ridge, peak, crest

cumbrera nf summit, top, ridge

cumulante nm cumulant

cimulo nm accumulation, pile, heap | irregular
deposit or mass | stockwork

cumuri nm owner of llamas or burros employed
to transport ore

cuneta nf small trench

cuniforme adj cuniform, cuneate, wedge-shaped

cufia nf wedge | c. de hielo

cuota nf allowable, quota, share | c.
suplementaria discovery well allowable

cuprico,-ca adj cupric

cuprifero,-ra adj copper-bearing, cupriferous

cuproso,-sa adj cuprous

cipula nf cupola, dome, roof | c. de lava lava
dome
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curi nm [Ec] gold

curiche nm [Bol] lake, pool

curso nm course | stream | c. antecedente
antecendent stream | c. consecuente consequent
stream | c. desplazado offset stream | c.
efluyente effluent stream | c. influyente influent
stream | c. pirata pirate stream | c. ramificado
braided stream | c. sobrepuesto superimposed
stream | c. subsecuente subsequent stream

curva nf curve | c. acampanada bell(-shaped)
curve | c. acurmulada cumulative frequency
distribution | c. bimodal bimodal curve | c. de
declinacién decline curve (oil or gas production)
| c. de las frecuencias acumuladas cumulative
frequency distribution | c. de nivel contour line
| c. de vaporizacién flash curve | c. en jJ-curve |
c. en u U-shaped curve | c. familiar family
curve (average of decline curves for several
wells) | c. isébata depth contour | c. unimodal
unimodal curve

curvacién nf curvature

curvar vtr to bend, curve

curvatura nf curvature, warp

curvilineo,nea adj curvilinear

cispide nf peak, summit | apex

cuspilito nm beach cusp



CH

chabarco nm [Leén, Sp] pond, lake

chabasia nf chabazite

chabasita nf chabazite

chabisque nm [Aragén, Sp] mud

chacal nm [Pe] graphite

chaco nm [Bol, Par] plain

chacuaco nm [LAm] furnace for reducing Ag
ores

chacurruscar vtr [Pe] to mix different types of
ore

chadacristal nm chadacryst, xenocryst

chadroniano,-na adj Chadronian

chaemolito nm humic coal

chafalonia nf wroughtsilver | scrap gold or
silver

chafariz nm pool, pond

chagiiite nm [Hon] swamp | pool, pond

chahuar v¢r [Bol] to frisk or search a miner for
stolen ore

chalchihuitl nm [Méx] Aztec word used for any
useful green stone, such as jadeite and
turquoise

chalchuite nm blue or green variety of turquoise
| [Méx] jade

chalmersita nf cubanite

chalybita nf siderite

challantita nf ferricopiapite

chamarcal nm seasonal swamp

chamba nf [Col] pit, ditch or trench | [Ec] sod,
turf

chambear vtr [Col] to dig a trench, pit or ditch

chameolito nm humic coal

chami nm [Bol] low grade ore

chamorro,-ra adj said of a hill with a summit
devoid of vegetation

chamositico,-ca adj chamositic

champa nf [Pe] peat

champlainiano,-na adj Champlainian | nm
Champlanian

chamuscar vtr [Pe] roasting of ore

chanca nf crushing | [Ch, Pe] sorting of ore

chancaca nf [Sayapullo, Pe] oxidized ore |
[Hualgéyoc, Pe] mixture of oxidized and
unoxidized silver ores

chancado nm crushed stone | ch. sin cribar
crusher-run aggregate

chancadora nf crusher | ch. de cono cone crusher
| ch. de mandibulas jaw crusher | ch. de quijadas
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jaw crusher | ch. giratoria gyratory crusher

chancal nm glacial moraine

chancar vtr [Ch] to crush (minerals) | to grind

chango nm [Méx] derrickman, roughneck

chanta nf flagstone | slate

chanto nm [Galicia, Sp] flagstone

chanarcillita nf huntilite | [Ch] Pb-As-Sb
minerals such as atacamite, domeykite,
huantajayite

chapa nf plate, sheet (of metal)

chapapote nm [Méx] asphalt, tar, bitumen

chapatal nm swamp | muddy ground

chapopote nm [Méx] asphalt, tar, bitumen

chapuro nm [Arg,Cu] asphalt, tar

charca nf pool, pond, small lake

charcal nm [Arg,Cu] pond

charco nm pool, pond | water hole | puddle in
a playa | gulf

charmouthiano,-na adj Charmouthian

charmouthense adj Charmouthian | nm
Charmouthian

Charmoutiense nm Charmouthian

charnela nf hinge (of a fold, etc) | bend, bow |
ch. anticlinal anticlinal apex or bend | ch.
sinclinal synclinal bend, trough line

charniano,-na adj Charnian | nm Charnian

charnockitico,~ca adj charnockitic

charque nm [Bol] native metal

charquear vtr to dewater (a mine)

charqueria nf [Ch] native metal in the form of a
charqui

charquero nm drainage ditch

chasa nf [Arg] gypsum deposit

chasquear vtr [Bol] to move load of ore or waste
from one place to another

chassignito nm chassignite

chatarra nf scrap iron, scrap | slag

chatarrero nm scrap dealer

chathamita nf iron skutterudite

Chatiense nm Chattian

chato,-ta adj flat

chatén nm large precious stone (used only after
it is set)

chatoyante nm/adj chatoyant

chattiano,-na adj Chattian

chattiense adj Chattian | nm Chattian

Chautauquiense nm Chautauquan

chauti nm [Méx] clay

chautoso,-sa adj [Méx] clayey

Chaziense nm Chazyan

chchamear or ch'amear vtr [Bol] to high grade a



vein, mine selectively

chchipa or ch'ipa nf [Bol] rock difficult to drill

chekao nm barite

Chemungiano nm Chemungian

chengbolita nf moncheite

chertificacién nf chertification

cherusko-acddico,~ca adj fourth order folding

chessylita nf azurite

Chesteriano nm Chesterian

Chesteriense nm Chesterian

chiastolitico,~ca adj chiastolitic

chico nm [Bol] piece of unusually high grade
ore, usually sold to mine owner

chicuite nm small bucket used for raising ore

chicharrén nm [Cu] a type of silver currency |
[Col] gold nugget | [Hualgayoc, Pe] wad |
[Cerro de Pasco, Pe] local variety of sandstone

chicharrones nmpl tailings

chichicle nm [Méx] amethyst

chichitle nm [Méx] amethyst

Chideruano nm Chideruan

chifle adj still, stagnant

chiflén nm chamber in a mine | flume |
rockslide | rock fall in a mine | inclined
gallery | [Arg, Cu] waterfall | [Bol] ventilation
shaft | [Ch] rapids | [Col] spring, source | ch.
de agua water jet

chile nm [Méx] refractory clay | [Pe] deepest
part of a mine | working that folows the dip of
a vein

chile-loeweita nf humberstonite

chilenita nf bismuth-bearing native silver

chileno nm edge or Chilean mill

chilisalpeter nm Chile salpeter

chilpear vtr [Bol] to sampla a load of ore using a
punta

chiltonita nf prehnite

chiluca nf [Méx] hornblende trachyte porphyry
or trachyandesite porphyry used as a building
stone

chillagita nf tungstenian wulfenite

chimaltizatl nm [Méx] talc

chimba nf [Ch, Pe] ford

chimbo nm [Hon] smelting furnace

chimborazita nf aragonite

chimenea nf pipe, chimney | shaft | ascending
gallery | ch. central central shaft on an oil
production platform | ch. de ascenso channel of
ascent | ch. de extraccién drawhole | ch.
volcénica volcanic pipe

china nf small stone, cobble or pebble |
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[Almadén, Sp] low grade mercury ore

chinapo nm [Méx] obsidian

chinarro nm boulder | pebble, cobble

chinata nf [Cu] pebble, cobble

chinazo nm large pebble, cobble, stone

chingana nf underground cave or passage

chingarse la veta vtr loss, displacement or
petering out of a vein (not for proper company)

chinidina nf glue used for thin sections

chini-liga nf [Potosi, Bol] variety of silver-
bearing galena

chinilla nf small pebble

chinkolobwita nf sklodowskite

chino nm pyrite | chalcopyrite | cobble | [PR]
boulder

chinoita nf libethenite

chiquero nm [Cu] crib, cribwork

chirola nf [Arg, Bol] asilver coin equivalent to
20 centavos

chiscarra nf deeply weathered and decomposed
limestone | [Cartagena] trachyte usefull as a
guide to lead ore

chispa nf very small diamond | [Bol] very fine
grained gold or other ore

chispa-chispeada nf [Batopilas, Méx] native
silver in thin wire or leaf | ore containing one-
third silver

chispeado nm [Yauli, Pe] tetrahedrite

chiva nm [Méx] claw bar

chladnita nf chladnite (mineral)

chladnito nm chladnite (meteorite)

chloanthita nf nickel-skutterudite

choclo de oro nm a mass of native gold in
matrix

choco,~ca adj dark red

chocolate adj chocolate brown

chompa nf [Vz] churndrill

chondritico,~ca adj chondritic

chondrito nm chondrite

chondrodita nf chondrodite

chéndrulo,-la adj chondritic

chonolito nm chonolith

choque nm shock, jolt | ch. sismico seismic shock

chorlo nm schorl or black tourmaline | jetstone

chorreadero nm [Méx] ore chute | loose or
running ground

chorreén nm [Cu] small waterfall

chorrera nf [Bol] part of a mine subject to
flooding | [Méx] abandoned stope | ore shoot

chorro nm jet | spring, source | ch. de agua a
presion jet of pressurized water | ch. padrén



[Ch] fault, master fault

chorroborro nm alluvium | diluvium

chortal nm small lake or pool fed by a spring

choy nm [Méx] variety of soft shale

chozola nf river bend

christensenita nf tridymite

christophita nf marmatite, iron sphalerite

chua nf [Bol] flat, rounded plate used in
collecting ore samples

chuca nf [Ch] friable layer of sand and gypsum
overlying costra and caliche

chuco nm [Ch] upper part of a caliche deposit
consisting mainly of sodium sulfate and
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sodium chloride

chulano nm a hole drilled upwards

chumba nf [Bol] sphalerite | any mineral that
looks similar to sphalerite

chumbe nm [Bol, Pe] sphalerite | any mineral
that looks similar to sphalerite

chumpi nm magnetite | [Bol] platinum

chungita nm shungite (var graphite)

chupén nm glory hole

churumbella nf [Col] altered felsite wall rock

chuzo nm [Ch] crowbar



dacitico,~ca nf dacitic

danense adj Danian

danés adj Danian

daniano,-na adj Danian

daniense adj Danian

darcy nm darcy

data nf date

datacién nf dating, age determination

datar vtr to date, put a date on | vintr to date

dato nm fact, datum, record, piece of
information | nmpl data, facts, information

débil adj weak

debilidad nf weakness

decaedro nm decahedron

decano nm decane

decantacién nf decantation | d. selectiva
selective decantation

decapitacién nf stream capture

decila nf decile

declinacién nf declination | d. de la aguja or
magnética deviation from magnetic north

declive nm inclination, slope, incline, declivity,
dip, pitch | en d. sloping, on a slope

declividad nf slope

dedo nm twelth part of a palmo, twenty-eigth
part of a vara

defecto nm defect | d. de estructura crystal defect
| d. de masa mass defect

deflacién nf deflation

deflexién nf deflection | d. de la aguja magnetic
deviation

deformacién nf deformation | strain

deformar vtr to deform | to strain

degradacién nf degradation, erosion

degradar vtr to degrade

dejar respaldo vtr [Pe] to leave ore in the wall-
rock of a mine

deleznable adj brittle, friable, crumbly

deleznamiento nm slakings

deleznar vtr to crumble

delineado,-da adj blocked-out (ore)

delinear vtr to block out (ore)

delta nm delta | d. continental inland delta | d.
glaciarico kame delta | d. marino marine delta

deltaico,-ca adj deltaic

demantoide adj demantoid, uralian emerald

demarcacién nf demarcation

demarcador,-dora nf demarcating, of
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demarcation

demarcar vtr to demarcate, delimit, mark out

demasias nfpl [Bol] land falling outside of
existing mining claims

dendriforme adj dendroid

dendrita nf dendrite

dendritico,~ca adj dendritic

dendroide adj dendroid

dendroideo,-dea adj dendroid

densidad nf density | d. API API gravity | d. de
probabilidad probability density | d. natural
natural (rock) density | d. relativa relative
density, specific gravity

densimetro nm densimeter

dentado,-da adj jagged, serrated, toothed |
dentate

dentellado,-da adj jagged, serrated, toothed |
dentate

denticulado,-da adj toothed

denudacién nf erosion, denudation

denudar vtr to erode, denude

denuncia nf petition for a mining claim

denunciar vtr to obtain legal possession to a
mining claim

deplecién nf depletion

deposicién nf deposition

depositar vtr to deposit | vpr to settle

depésito nm deposit, sediment | deposition |
reservoir, tank | d. aluvial alluvial deposit | d.
de contacto contact metamorphic deposit | d. de
minerales mineral deposit | d. de metal ore
deposit | d. estratoligase stratiform deposit | d.
glaciar glacial deposit | d. mural mural deposit
| d. por deslizamiento slump | d. vetiforme
vetiform deposit

depositicién nf deposition

depresién nf depression, hollow | gap, pass | d.
litoral longshore trough

depuracién nf purification (of water)

depurar vtr to purify

derecho,-cha adj straight | nm grant,
concession | d. de captura rule of capture | d. de
mina mineral rights

derechos nmpl tax on ore | d. de mineraje royalty
| d. de senioraje duty formerly paid to the king
of Spain on coining gold or silver

deriva nf drift | d. de (los) continentes continental
drift

derivar vfr to calculate | vintr to incline, drift,
trend

derivacién nf offset



derramamiento nm runoff

derramarse vpr to overflow, run-off

derrame nm declivity, slope, incline | sill |
overflow, runoff

derretido,~da adj melted, molten

derretimiento nm melting, thawing

derretir otr to melt, thaw, melt down | vpr to
melt, become molten, thaw

derribar vtr to break ground

derribo nm breaking ground

derrocado,-da adj caved

derrubiar vtr to erode, undermine, wash away

derrubio nm alluvium | erosion, undermining,
washing away | d. estriado striated pebbles | d.
glacial glacial drift

derrumbadero nm precipice, cliff

derrumbamiento nm caving, collapse of
workings | landslide | slumping | d. de tierra
landslide

derrumbarse vpr to cave in, fall in, collapse

derrumbe nm caving, collapse of workings |
landslide | d. de montana rockfall

derrumbo nm precipice | [Col] landslide

desagregacién nf desaggregation, disintegration

desagregado,-da adj disintegrated

desaguadero nm drain, outlet

desaguador nm drain, canal, outlet

desaguamdo nm drainage, draining | drain,
outlet

desaguar vtr to drain, empty, run off | vintr to
flow, drain into | vpr to drain

desagiie nm drainage, draining | drain, outlet

desahucio nm [Bol] anullment of a mining claim
for failure to pay taxes

desalacién nf desalinization

desalar vtr to desalinate

desalinizacién nf desalinization

desalinizar vtr to desalinate

desamontar vtr to unpile

desamparar vtr to abandon a mine or working

desamparo nm abandonment of a mine or
working

desaparacion del mineral nf picnhing out

desarenar vtr [Col] to wash away sand ina
placer working

desarollar v tr develop | to unroll, unfold (a
map) | vpr to develop, be developed | to
unroll, unfold (a map)

desarollo nm development | expansion (of a
mathematical expression) | unrolling (of a

map)

desazogadera nf retort used to volatilize and
recover mercury from amalgam

desazogar vtr to volatalize and recover mercury

desbarrancadero nm precipice

desbocado,-da adj overflowing (river)

desbordamiento nm overflow, overflowing

desbordar vintr/pr/tr to overflow, flood

desborde nm overflowing

descalaminado nm removal of calamine

descalaminar vtr to remove calamine from

descalcificacién nf decalcification

descalcificar vtr to decalcify | vpr to become
decalcified

descarbonatar vtr to decarbonate

descarburacién nf decarbonization,
decarbonizing

descarburante adj decarbonizing, decarburizing
| nm decarbonization, decarbonizing

decarburar vtr to decarbonate, decarburize

descargar vtr to discharge | vintr to flow | d.en
to flow into

descendencia nf descendence

descendente adj downslope

descendiente adj descending | descendent,
descendant

descenso nm subsidence

descoagulante ad;j liquefying

descoagular vtr to liquify, dissolve

descogollar vtr [Col] to work the cogollo or
upper part of a vein

descolorante adj bleaching

descolorar vtr to bleach | vpr to be bleached

descolorido,-da adj bleached | nm bleaching

descolorimiento nm bleaching

descolorir vtr to bleach | vpr to be bleached

descomponer vtr/pr to decompose | to resolve
(a force) | tosplit up (a fraction) | to break
down

descomposicién nf decomposition | resolution
(of a force) | factoring

descompresién nf decompression

descomprimir vtr to decompress

descompuesto,-ta adj decomposed

desconcharse vpr to spall, exfoliate

describir vtr to trace | to describe

descripcién »f tracing | description

descuajar vtr/pr to liquify, dissolve

descubierto,-ta adj exposed

descubridor,-ra adj discovered

descubrimiento nm discovery | d. en suspensién
suspended discovery



descubrir vtr to discover

desdoblar vtr to unfold (a map)

desecacion nf dessication, drying | draining (of
a marsh)

desecado,~da adj dried, dessicated | nm drying,
dessication

desecador,~dora adj drying, dessicating

desecamiento nm dessication, drying | draining
{(of a marsh)

desecante adj drying, dessicating

desecar vtr/pr to dry up, dessicate | to drain

desecativo,-va adj drying, dessicating

desecho nm waste rock | very low grade ore |
[surv] offset

desembocadura nf river mouth, outlet

desembocar vintr to flow, run

desencielar vtr [Col] to extract ore that remains
between two adits

desencofrado nm removal of timbering from a
mine A

desencofrar vtr to remove timbering from a
mine

desescombrar vtr to muck

desescombro nm mucking

desfiladero nm gorge, narrow pass, defile

desgarramiento nm tear, disjunction | [Vz]
shattering, breaking up

desgarre nm rift

desgasificacién nf degassing

desgastar vtr to abrade, erode, wear away | to
corrode

desgaste nm abrasion, erosion, wearing away |
corrosion

deshelarse vpr to melt, thaw (ice in a river)

deshiele nm thaw

deshielo nm thawing, melting | ablation

desierto nm desert | d. de arenasand desert | d.
de piedrarock desert d. frio cold desert | d.
salino salt desert

desigual adj uneven

desigualidad nf inequality

desilificacién nf desilification

desilificar vtr desilicify

desimanacién or desimantacién nf
demagnetization

desimanar or desimantar vtr to demagnetize

desintegracion nf desintegration, decay | 4.
espontinea spontaneous fission | d. radioactiva
radioactive or atomic decay

deslava nm erosion | alluvium

deslavable adj erodible

deslavar vtr to erode

desleir vtr to dissolve | to dilute | vpr to
dissolve | to be diluted

desleidura nf dissolving | dilution

desleimiento nm dissolving | dilution

deslindador nm land surveyor

deslindamiento nm delimitation, demarcation,
marking of boundaries

deslindar vér to mark the boundaries of,
delimit, demarcate, survey

deslinde nm demarcation

desliz nf landslide

deslizamiento nm landslide, slide | slip | d. de
faldeo landslide | d. de terreno landslide | d.
laminar afin affine laminar slip | d. lento slow
slide | d. total net slip

deslizarse vpr to run, flow | to slip, slide, glide

desmagnetizacién nf demagnetization

desmagnetizar vfr to demagnetize

desmenuzable adj friable | unstable

desmineralizacién nf demineralize

desmineralizar vtr to demineralize

desmontar vtr to strip away overburden

desmonte nm overburden | waste rock |
levelled ground | rubble, excavated soil |
excavation | desmontes de cantera [Ch] quarry
refuse

desmoronamiento nm erosion of river banks,
etc. | landslide

desmuestre nm coring, core sampling

desnitrar vfr to denitrate

desnitrificacién nf denitrification

desnitrificar vtr to denitrify

desnivel nm uneveness of ground | slope,
gradient | difference in height

desnivelado,-da adj sloping

despajar vtr [Méx] to concentrate ores

despaje nm [Méx] mill tailings

despegue nm detachment, décollement

despefadero,-ra adj steep, precipitous | nm
steep face, precipice, cliff

desperdicio nm waste | spoil

despilado,~da adj robbed of pillars

despilar vtr to rob pillars

despilanamiento nm robbing of pillars

despinta nf [Ch] silver ore assaying less than 50
diezmilésimos in grade | [Arg] poorest grade
ores, rich in pyrite

desplazado,-da ad;j displaced

desplazamiento nm displacement | slip | d.
aparente apparent displacement or separation |



d. por fase miscible miscible drive

desplazar vtr to displace

despliegue nm deployment | d. en cruz cross
spread

desplome nm collapse | d. de montasia rockfall

despojo nm [Bol] debris | [Col] extraction, as
from a mine

desprender de vtr to separate from

desprendimiento nm landslide

desprovisito,~ta adj devoid

despueble adj abandonment (mines) | nm
abandonment of a mine

despuntador nm pick, pickaxe (miner's)

desquebrajado,-da adj cracked, split

desquebrajar vir to crack, split

destaje or destajo nm [Bol] contract work,
tutwork | [Pe] open cut

destilacién nf distillation | d. al vacio vacuum
distillation

destilado nm distillate

desvenar vtr to extract ore from a vein or mine

desviacién nf deviation, departure, deflection |
d. del pozo side tracking | d. media mean
deviation

desviarse vpr to deviate, deflect, depart from |
to branch off

desvio nm wandering (of a river) | vein which
meets another, follows it for a short distance
and then resumes its normal course

desviométro nm driftmeter

desvitrificacién nf devitrification

desvitrificar vtr to devitrify

desvolcanarse vpr [Col] to be covered by a lahar
or mudslide | to collapse | to be destroyed

deszafrar vtr to carry away waste from a mine

desviacién nf deflection

detector nm detector | d. de aqua divining rod |
d. de gas gas explorer

deteriorizacién nf deteriorization

deterioro nm deteriorization

detritico,-ca adj detritic

detrito nm detritus | d. aluvial alluvium

deuterico,-ca adj deuteric

deuterio nm deuterium

devoniano,~-na adj Devonian

devénico,~ca adj Devonian

dextroso,-sa adj dextral

deyeccién nf ejection of volcanic material |
ejecta | debris

diabasa nf diabase

diabasico,~ca adj diabasic
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diaclasa nf joint | d. de buzamiento dip joint | d.
de cizalla shear joint | d. de contraccién joint of
retreat | d. de cortante shear joint | d. de
direccion strike joint | d. de estratificacion
bedding joint | d. de inclinacién dip joint | d. de
rumbo strike joint | d. de tensién tension joint |
d. de traccién tension joint | d. diagonal oblique
joint | d. oblicula oblique joint

diaclasado,-da adj jointed, jointy

diaclasado nm jointing | d. angular angular
jointing

diaclasimiento nm jointing

diafanidad nf transparency

diaftoresis nm diaftoresis

diagénesis nf diagenesis | induration

diagrafia nf logging | d. de amplitud amplitude
log | d. de densidad density log

diagrama nm diagram | d. de barras bar diagram
| d. de fases phase diagram | d. de pozo well log
| d. de proximidad proximity log | d. de sectores
pie diagram

dialaga nf diagolite

diamagnético,~ca adj diamagnetic

diamantado,~da adj diamond-like, diamond

diamante nm diamond | d. brillante brilliant
diamond | d. bruto rough diamond | d. en bruto
rough diamond | d. falso fake diamond | d.
negro bort | d. rebolludo round rough diamond
| d. rosa rose diamond | d. tabla table diamond
| d. tallado cut diamond

diamantifero,-ra adj diamond-bearing,
diamond-yielding, diamantiferous

diamantino,-na adj diamond, diamond-like |
nm [Guanajuato, Méx] veinstone formed of
hornfels and crystalline feldspar

diamantista nm diamond cutter | diamond
merchant

diapiro nm diapir | d. salino salt dome

diario nm logbook | d. de sondeo drilling journal
or record

diaspora nf diaspore

diasporo nm diaspore

diasquistica nf dischistic, differentiated

diasquisto nm dischistic rock, differentiated
dike rock

diastrofismo nm diastrophism

diastroma nf diastrophism

diatomdceo,-cea adj diatamaceous

diatomea nf diatom

diatrema nf diatreme | maar | d. de explosion
diatreme



dicroita nf dichroite

dicroismo nm dichroism

dicroita nf cordierite

diedro,-ra adj dihedral | nm dihedron

dientes de perro nmpl scalenohedral calcite

diestro,-ra adj dextral

diezmilésimo nm [Ch] 0.0001 grams of metal in
10 grams of ore

diferencia nf difference | d. de latitud norte
northing | d. de latitud sur southing | d. en
longitud meridian distance | d. en nivel fall,
difference in level | d. media mean difference

diferenciacién nf differentiation | d. magmatica
magmatic differentiation

diferencial ad;j differential

difluencia nf diffluence

difraccién nf diffraction

difractar vtr to diffract

difractivo,~va ad; diffractive

difractémetro nm diffractometer

difrangente adj diffractive

difundido,~da adj diffuse

difusién nf diffusion | scattering

digestién nf assimilation

digitacién nf fingering

digitado,~da adj digitate, digitated

digito nm digit

dilatacién nf dilation

dilatado,~da adj dilated

dilatar vtr to dilate

dilucién »f dilution

diluido,-da adj dilute

diluir vtr to dilute

diluvio nm flood, deluge

diluvién nm diluvium

dimanar vintr to flow, run

dindmico,~ca adj dynamic | nf dynamics

dinamometamorfismo nm dynamic
metamorphism

dinamitacién nf well shooting

dineral nm weight of gold of 24 quilates or 96
granos | weight of silver of 12 dineros or 298
gmnos

dinero nm twelth part of a dineral

dinosaurio nm dinosaur

diodo nm diode

dionisia nf bloodstone (var of jasper) |
specularite

diépsida nf diopside

diépsido nm diopside

dioptasa nf dioptase

diorita nf diorite | d. compacta aphanite | d.
esquistosa greenstone

dioritico,~ca adj dioritic

diéxido nm dioxide | d. de silicio silicon dioxide,
quartz

dipirdimide nm bipyramid

dipolo nm dipole

dique nm dike | d. anular ring dike

direccién nf strike | trend | d. local local strike
| d. media average strike | d. principal principal
strike

dirigirse vpr to strike or trend

disco nm disc

discoidal adj disc-shaped

disconformidad nf disconformity

discontinuidad nf discontinuity

discontinuo,-nua adj discontinuous

discordancia nf unconformity | d. angular
angular unconformity | d. de erosién erosional
unconformity | d. de plegamiento | d. paralela
disconformity

discordante adj discordant

disfrutar vtr to work, expolit or profit from a
mine, vein, etc.

disfrute nm working or exploitation of a mine,
vein, etc.

disgregacién nf disintegration | breaking up

disgregante adj disintegrating

disgregar vtr to disintegrate

disimetria nf disymmetry

dislocacién nf dislocation, throw or a fault |
fault | d. ascendente upthrow | d. circular fault
pit | d. descendente downthrow | d. longitudinal
strike-slip fault | d. periférica circular fault | d.
rumbeante strike-slip fault | d. transversal cross
fault | d. vertical vertical fault

dislocado,-da adj displaced, faulted, disrupted

disclocar vtr to displace, fault

disminuacién nf decrease

disminuir vtr to decrease

disolubilidad nf solubility

disoluble ad;j soluble

disolucién nf solution

disolvente nm solvent

disolver otr to disolve

disperarse vpr to die out (as for a vein)

dispersién nf dispersion | d. de la capa irregular
surface on a bed

disponerse en vpr to be found, occur

disposicién nf arrangment | bedding | d.
alternante alternation of beds | d. concordante



conformable bedding | d. discordante
unconformity

dispositivo nm layout | d. de tiro shot pattern |
d. simétrico split spread

distancia nf distance | d. horizontal de
afloramientos normal horizontal separation

distena nf disthene

distension nf distension, extension

distribucién nf distribution | d. cesurada
censored distribution | d. compuesta mixture
distribution | d. condicional conditional
distribution | d. de frecuencia frequency
distribution | d. de la muestra sample
distribution | d. ligada conditional distribution
| d. marginal marginal distribution | d.
observada observed distribution | d. simétrica
symmetric distribution | d. truncada truncated
distribution

distrito nm district | d. minero mining district

disuelto,-ta adj dissolved

disyuncién nf fracture | jointing | d. de rocas
jointing | d. prismitica columnar jointing | d.
tabular tabular jointing

divergencia nf divergence

divergente adj divergent | nm divergent

divisién nf joint

divisoria nf divide | d. de vertientes watershed

divorcio de las aguas nm divide, ridge

décil adj free-milling, easily treated

dodecaedro nm dodecahedron

dodecaetileno nm dodecatylene

dodecano nm dodecane

dolina nf doline

dolomia nf dolostone

dolomitico,-ca adj dolomitic

dolomitizar vtr to dolomitize

domeriano,-na adj Domerian

Domeriense nm Domerian

dominio nm domain | d. minero mining area
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domo nm dome | d. de sal salt dome | d. salino
salt dome or plug | d. volcanico volcanic dome

dorado,-da adj golden | nm [Michoacan, Méx]
chalcopyrite-bearing copper ore

dorsal ocednica nf mid-oceanic ridge

dosificacién nf titration

dosis nf proportion (chemicals)

downtoniano,-na adj Downtonian

downtoniense ad; Downtonian

draga nf dredge, dredger, dredging machine

dragado nm dredging

dragador,-dora adj dredging | nm dredger,
dredge

dragaje nm dredging

dragalina nf [Sp] dragline

dragalinea nf [Méx] dragline

dragar vtr to dredge

drenaje nm drainage | d. efectivo net drainage |
d. por expansion depletion drive drainage | d.
por expansion de gas gas cap drive | d. por
expansion de gas libre gas cap drive | d. por
gravedad gravity drainage

drusa nf druse | drusy cavity or vug | end.
drusy

ductil adj ductile

ductilidad nf ductility

duna nf dune | d. continental | d. costera coastal
dune | d. de playa coastal dune | d. descendente
falling dune | d. falciforme barchan dune | 4.
longitudinal longitudinal dune | d. parabélica
parabolic dune | d. seif seif dune | d. d.
transversal transverse dune trepadora climbing
dune

dureza nf hardness | d. del agua water hardness

duro,-ra adj hard

duro nm [Asientos, Méx] hard copper ores with
quartz gangue



eclimometro nm clinometer

econométro nm econometer

ecosonda nf echo sounder

ecuacién nf equation

ecuador nm equator | e. magnético aclinic line |
e. terrestre earth's equator

ecuatorial adj ecuatorial

echado,-da adj inclined | nm [Méx] dip,
inclination

edad nf age | e. de hielo ice age | e. glacial ice age

edafologia nf pedology

efecto nm effect | e. de perforacion borehole effect

eficacia nf efficiency | e. de barrido sweep
efficiency

eflorescencia nf efflorescence | [Pe] outcrop

efluente nm effluent, outflow

efusién nf eruption, extrusion

efusivo,-va adj extrusive

egirina nf aegirite, aegirine

egirita nf aegirite

eifeliano,-na adj Eifelian

eifeliense adj Eifelian

einstenio nm einsteinium

eje nm axis | e. anticlinal anticlinal axis | e.
cinematico de simetria kinematic symmetry | e.
cristalogrifico crystallographic axis | e. de
plegamiento fold axis | e. de simetria axis of
symmetry | e. de simetria del pliegue fold
symmetry axis | e. de simetria estructural fabric
symmetry axis | e. de simetria para plegamiento
fold symmetry axis | e. principal de deformacion
principal strain axis | e. sismico seismic axis | e.
tecto-textural de simetria fabric symmetry axis

elasticidad nf elasticity

eldstico,~ca adj elastic

elaterométro nm elaterometer

electro nm amber | electrum

electrodo nm electrode

electrélito nm electrolyte

electrolizacion nf electrolysis

electromagnético,-ca adj electromagnetic

electroquimico,~ca adj electrochemical

elemento nm element | e. mincval | e. trazo trace
element

eleolita nf nepheline

elevacién nf elevation, height | rise in the
ground, hill

elipsoidal ad; ellipsoidal

E-1

elipsoide nm ellipsoid | e. biaxial biaxial
ellipsoid | e. de referencia reference ellipsoid | e.
dptico optical ellipsoid | e. uniaxial uniaxial
ellipsoid

eliptico,~ca adj elliptical, elliptic

eluvacién nf eluviation

eluvién nf eluvium, talus

embacarse la veta vpr to lose a vein

embalse nm pondage

emanacién nf exhalation, emanation

embije or embijete nm [Méx] thin coating of
mineral on a joint

embocadura nf entrance

embudiforme adj funnel-shaped

embudo nm funnel | doline | e. de ablacién
ablation funnel | e. de explosién maar

emerger vintr to project, jut out | to emerge

emisién nf emission

emorrascamiento nm [Méx] depletion of ore

emborrascarse vpr [Méx] to lose sight of ore

embozado nm [Méx] blind rich ore

embudo nm sink hole

emisor nm transmitter, emitter | e. de
ultrasonidos pinger

emjambre de diques adj dike swarm

empalmar vtr to join, as for veins, etc.

empanizado,-da adj [Cochas, Pe] altered,
decomposed

empinado,-da adj steep

emplazamiento nm emplacement

emplazar vtr to emplace

empobrecido,-da adj impoverished, depleted

empobrecimiento nm depletion of ore |
impoverishment

empresa nf company, firm, enterprise

empuje nm pressure | drive | e. hidrostatico
water drive | e. horizontal horizontal pressure |
e. tangencial tangential pressure | e. vertical
vertical pressure

emscheriano,-na adj Emscherian

emscheriense nm Emscherian

emsiano,-na adj Emsian

emsiense nm Emsian

enantimorfo,-fa adj enantimorphous

enarenamiento nf sanding

enarenar vtr to mix ore with sand | to cover
with sand

encajetado nm [Hualgdyoc, Pe] oxidized silver
ore

encafiada nf [Bol] canyon

encapado,-da adj cloaked, coated, encased |



blind, concealed

encape nm [Bol] overburden

encenagamiento nm [Arg] mud deposit

encentrar vfr to open up a vein along strike or in
the direction of dip

enclave nm inclusion

encontrar vtr to meet, as for veins, etc.

encorvado,-da adj crooked

encorvamiento nm warping

encrespadura nf ripplemark

encuentro nm meeting of two veins

endicamiento nm impounding

enlace nm bond, tie | e. atémico atomic bond

endentado,-da ad;j serrate

endliquita nf endlichite

endégeno,~na adj endogenous

energia nf energy | e. nuclear nuclear energy

enganchado,-da adj [Pe] contracted to pay off a
debt

enganchador nm [Pe] mine worker serving
under debt peonage

enganchadora nf [Pe] mine labor contractor

enganche nm [Pe] debt servitude, generally to
pay off debts owed to the company store

enigmatita nf aenigmite

enlazimiento nm connection, link

enriquecerse vpr to come upon higher grade
ores

enriquecimiento nm enrichment of veins | e.
secundario secondary enrichment

enrollado,-da adj convoluted

ensanchado,-da adj widening, flaring

ensanche nm widening | e. de un filon swelling
or bunching of a lode

ensanchamiento nm widening

ensayar vfr to assay

ensaye nm assay

ensayo nm assay | test | e. de capas drill stem
test

ensenada nf bay

ensiforme adj bladed

entalpia nf enthalpy

enterrado,~da adj buried

entierro nm burial

entrada nf entrance to a mine | recess

entrar vintr to empty | e. tajo or tonga [Col] to
drain a mine or placer working

entrecrecer vfr to intergrow

entrecrecido,~da adj intergrown

entrecrecimiento nm intergrowth

entrelaminado,-da adj interbedded
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entremontaiia nf intermountain, median mass,
intermontane area, intermediate massif

entreverado,~da adj stockwork

entropia nf entropy

eocambriano,-na adj Eocambrian

eocimbrico,~ca adj Eocambrian

eoceno,~na adj Eocene | nm Eocene

eocénico,~ca adj Eocene

edlico,~ca adj aeolian

eén nm aeon

eopaleozoico nm Eopaleozoic

e0zoico,~ca adj Proterozoic

epicentro nm epicenter

epidoto nm epidote | e. calizo zoisite | e.
manganésico piedmontite

epigenético,-ca adj epigenetic

epipeldgico,-ca adj epipelagic

epiroca nf epirock

epirogénesis nf epeirogenesis, epeirogeny

epirogenético,-ca adj epeirogenetic

epirogenia nf epeirogenesis, epeirogeny

epirogénico,-ca adj epeirogenic

epizona nf epizone | delae. epizonal

época nf epoch | éfriaice age | é geoldgica era |
é metalogénica metallogenic epoch

equilibrio nm equilibrium | material balance

equipo nm shift | rig | gear | e. perforador
drilling rig

equivalente adj equivalent

era nf era | salt water pond formed by
evaporation | e. geolégica era

ergio nm erg

erguimiento nm uplift

eritrina nf erythrite

erodado,~da adj eroded

erosién nf erosion | e. fluvial fluvial erosion | e.
glacial glacial erosion | e. mecinico mechanical
erosion | e. profunda deep erosion | e. regresiva
retrogressive erosion | e. quimico chemical
erosion | e. vertical downcutting

erosionado,-da adj eroded

errético,~ca adj erratic

error nm error | e. cuadritico medio mean square
error | e. de medida measurement error | e. de
muestro sampling error | e. de observacién
observational error | e. medio mean error

erubescita nf bornite

erupcién adj eruption | blow-out (of a well) | e.
de flanco flank eruption

eruptivo,-va adj eruptive, volcanic

esarcha nf [Pe] native sulphur



escala nf scale | e. de dureza hardness scale
(Moh's) | e. Rankine Rankine scale

escalenoédrico,~ca adj scalenohedral

escalenoedro nm scalenohedron

escalén nm step | stope | e. de circo cirque | e.
de confluencia confluence step | e. de banco
underhand stope | e. de cielo overhand stope |
e. de denudacién erosion scarp | e. de falla fault
scarp | e. de fractura fault scarp | e. marginal
marginal step

escalonamiento nm stepping

escama nf slice, flake | scale

escamiforme adj scale-like

escamosiones nfpl incrustations, scale

escamoso,-sa adj scaley, platy

escapolita nf scapolite

escarapela nf rosette

escarcha nf [Pe] native silver

escarpa nf escarpment, scarp | e. de fractura fault
scarp | e. de piamonte scarplet

escarpado,~da adj steep

escarpar vtr to scarp, slope

escarpe nm scarp, escarpment | e. de falla fault
scarp

escarpita nf scarplet

escaso,-sa adj rare, infrequent

escintilémetro nm scintillometer | e. aéreo
airborne scintillometer

escoger a mano vtr to hand sort (ores)

escollera nf cliff

escollo nm shoal, reef

escombrera nf debris | waste heap

escombro nm waste rock | detritus, talus |
overburden on placers | e. glacial drift

escopetar vfr to work a gold mine

escoria nf scoria | slag | dross

escorial nm slag heap | deposit of volcanic ash
| lava bed

escota nf miner's pick

escudo nm shield | e. continental continental
shield

escurrente adj exhalant, effluent

escurrimiento nm draining, runoff | e. superficial
surface runoff

escurrirse vpr to run off

esfalerita nf sphalerite

esfena nf sphene

esfeno nm sphene

esfenolita nf sphenolith

esfera nf sphere

esferal adj spherical
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esférico,-ca adj spherical

esferoidal adj spheroidal

esferoide nm spheroid | e. intraformacional
convolutional ball | e. lacustre lake ball

esferolitico,~ca adj spherulitic

esferolito nm spherulite

esferosiderita nf spherosiderite

esfuerzo nm stress

eslamosa nf nagyagite

esmaltina nf smaltite

esmaltita nf smaltite

esmanil nm sphalerite

esmeralda nf emerald | e. oriental corundum

esmeril nm emory | [Méx] arsenopyrite

esmitsonita nf smithsonite

espacio nm spacing

espalto nm spalt, fluorspar flux

esparnaciano,~na adj Sparnacian

esparnaciense nm Sparnacian

espdtico,~ca adj spathic

espato nm spar | e. adamantino corundum | e.
amargo magnesite | e. azul blue fluorspar |
lazulite | e. bruno brown dolomite, magnesite |
e. calcdreo calcite | e. calcico calcite | e. calizo
calcite | e. de cal calcite | e. de cinc smithsonite
| e. (de) flior fluorspar, fluorite | e. de hierro
siderite | e. de Islandia Iceland spar | e. de itrio
xenotime | e. de manganeso rhodochrosite,
rhodonite or dialogite | e. en tablas wollastonite
| e. ferrifero siderite | e. fétido bituminous
fluorite | e. fluor fluorspar, blue fluorspar | e.
lustroso satin spar (calcite or gypsum) | e.
manganoso dialogite | e. pardo brown dolomite,
magnesite | e. pesado barite | e. romboidal
dolomite | e. satinado fibrous gypsum

especie nm species | e. tipo type species

espécimen nm specimen

especular adj specular

espejado nm [Pe] galena

espejo nm [Col] slickenside | e. de falla
slickenside | e. de friccion slickenside

espejuelo nm mica | transparent talc | [Ch]
fine-grained, transparent selenite or gypsum |
[Ch] calcite | [Real de Monte, Méx] galena and
sphalerite crystals generally poor in silver |
[Pe] lead carbonate | [Hualgayoc, Pe] barite

espeleologia nf speleology

esperanza nf expectation | e. matematica
mathematical expectation

esperkisa nf spear pyrite (var of marcasite)

espesartina nf spessartite



espesartita nf spessartite

espeso,-sa adj thick, dense

espesor nm thickness of a bed, vein, etc.

espesura nf density, thickness

espiga nf bay bar

espilita nf spilite

espinela nf spinel | e. cincifera gahnite,
franklinite | e. cromifera picotite

espinélido nm spinellide

espodito nm whitish volcanic ash

espodumena nf spodumene

esponja nf stockwork of veins | [Méx] spongy
bullion

espuma nf meerschaum | gossan | magnesia |
e. de mar sepiolite | e. de nitro surface crust of
nitrate on salt flats

esqueletal adj skeletal

esquema nf sketch | classification | e. Lahee
Lahee classification of exploratory wells

esquisto nm shale, schist, slate | e. anfibolitico
amphibole schist | e. arcilloso underclay | e.
bituminoso oil shale | e. carbonoso coal shale | e.
cloritico chlorite schist, greenschist | e.
combustible oil shale | e. cérneo hornslate | e. de
anfibolita amphibolite schist | e. de barro
mudstone | e. divisorio dividing slate | e.
miciceo micaceous schist | e. noduloso spotted
slate or schist | e. paralelo bedding schistosity |
e. petrolifero oil shale | e. talcoso talc schist

esquistoideo nm schistoid

esquistosidad nf schistosity | cleavage, induced
cleavage, rock cleavage | e. astillosa pencil
cleavage | e. de crenulacién crenulation cleavage
| e. en abanico cleavage fan | e. en pizzarin
pencil cleavage | e. espaciada spaced cleavage |
e. trasversal slaty cleavage

esquistoso,-sa adj schistose

essonita nf hessonite

estabilidad nf stability | e. qguimica chemical
stability

estabilizacién nf stabilization

estable adj stable

estacion nf season | station | e. gravimétrica
gravity station

estacional adj seasonal

estadal nm land measure of 4 varas | [Méx]
level rod | e. cuadrado 16 square varas

estadia nf stadia

estadio nm furlong

estadistica nf statistics | e. de orden order
statistics
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estadistico,-ca adj statistical | nm statistic

estado nm state | stage

estaffordiano,-na adj Staffordian

estaffordiense adj Staffordian

estalactita nf stalactite

estalagmita nf stalagmite

estampiano,-na adj Stampian

estampiense adj Stampian

estanekita nf stannekite

estanina nf stannite

estannita nf stannite

estanoso,-sa ad; stannous

estanque nm pool | e. de petréleo oil pool | e.
para colas tailings pond

estafiifero,-ra adj stanniferous, tin-bearing

estafiina nf stannite

estafio nm tin | tinore | tin concentrate | e.
acarreo placer tin | e. de aluvién placer tin | e. de
arroyo placer tin | e. de cornuallis cassiterite | e.
de escoria tin slag | e. de madera wood tin | e. de
placeres placer tin | e. en grano placer tin | e.
lefioso wood tin | e. piritoso stannite | e. vidrioso
cassiterite | e. xiloide wood tin

estanoso,-sa adj stannous

estaurolita nf staurolite

esteatita nf steatite, soapstone

estefaniano,-na adj Stephanian

estefaniense nm Stephanian

estefanita nf stephanite

estelion nf olivine dolerite, toadstone

estelén nm olivine dolerite, toadstone

estereograma nf stereogram

estepa nf steppe

esteril adj barren, sterile, devoid of
mineralization | dry (wells) | nm waste,
waste rock

esteril nm gangue | unmineralized or barren
rock

estero nm estuary, inlet | [Arg, Méx] swamp |
[Bol, Ch] creek | [Vz] pond

estiaje nm low water mark

estibina nf stibnite

estibnita nf stibnite

estilbita nf stilbite

estilo nm style | e. tecténico tectonic style

estilotito nm stylolite

estimacién nf estimation| e. por el método de
Bayes Bayesian estimation | e. por el método de
los minimos cuadrados lest-squares estimation |
e. por el método de momentos moment estimation
| e. por intervalo interval estimation | e. por la



méxima versimilitud maximum-likelihood
estimation | e. por regresién estimation by
regression | e. puntual point estimation

estimador nm estimator | e. convergente
consistent estimator | e. exhaustivo complete
estimator | e. sesgado biased estimator | e. sin
sesgo unbiased estimator

estimarse vpr to be taken to be, appear to be,
suggest to be

estiramiento nm stretching

estoraque nm [Guerrero, Méx| sphalerite

estrangulacién nf narrowing of a vein, etc.

estrangulamiento nm narrowing of a vein, etc.

estratificacién nf stratification, bedding |
bedding cleavage | e. cruzada cross-bedding |
e. diagonal cross-bedding | e. entrecruzada cross-
bedding | e. gradada graded bedding | e.
graduada graded bedding | e. gradual graded
bedding | e. inclinada inclined bedding | e.
inclinada inversa backset bedding | e.
intraplegada convolute bedding, slip bedding |
e. lenticular lenticular bedding | e. masiva
massive bedding | e. nodular nodular bedding
| e. ondulada wavy bedding | e. ondulitica
ripple bedding | e. rizada crinkle bedding,
ripple bedding | e. seleccionada sorted bedding

estratificado,~da adj stratified

estratificar vtr to deposit, stratify

estratiforme nm stratiform

estratigrafia nf stratigraphy

estratigrafo,-fa nm/f stratigrapher

estratigrifico,~ca ad; stratigraphic

estrato nm stratum, bed, layer | e. anual varve |
e. concordante concordant bed | e. conforme
conformal bed | e. de cobertura cap rock | e.
cruzante crossbed | e. disconcordante discordant
bed | e. guijoso gravel layer | e. indice key bed

estrechamiento nm thinning or pinching of a
vein, etc.

estrecharse vpr to thin or become narrow

estrechez nf narrowness | gap, pass

estrecho nm straight

estrechén nm narrowness

estrechura nf narrowness | narrows, gap, pass

estrellarse la veta vpr [Pe] to thin out, peter out
(vein), especially by passing into disseminated
ore

estria nf striation, stria | groove | e. glaciar
glacial stria

estriacién nf striation

estriado,~da ad; striate

estriadura nf striation

estriar vtr to sort ore

estribacién nf spur | nfpl foothills

estringa nf [Méx] stringer

estroncianita nf strontianite

estroncio nm stroncium

estructura nf structure | texture | e.
almohadillada ball-and-pillow structure, mullion
structure | e. amigdaloide amygdaloidal
structure | e. bandeada banded structure | e.
catacldstica cataclastic structure | e.
concreccionada concretionary structure | e. de
despegue décollement structure | e. de murion
mullion structure | e. en lajas flaggy structure |
e. fluidal fluid structure | e. microscépica
microtexture | e. moniliforme boudinage | e.
ojtval ogive | e. sedimentaria sedimentary
structure

estructural adj structural

estruniano,-na adj Strunian

estruniense nm Strunian

estuarino,~na adj estuarine

estuario nm estuary, inlet

estudio nm study | e. catastral cadastral survey

etapa nf stage

etiqueta nf tag (for samples)

eugeosinclinal nm eugeosyncline

euhedral adj euhedral

euhédrico,~ca adj euhedral

eupeldgico,~ca adj eupelagic

europio nm europium

eustasia nf eustasy

eustatismo nm eustasy

eutéctico,~ca adj eutectic

euxénico,~ca adj euxenic

evaporacién nf evaporation

evaporita nf evaporite

evento nm event

evolucién nf evolution

exactitud nf accuracy

- exagonal adj hexagonal

exaracion nf exaration

excavacién nf excavation | e. a cielo abierto open
pit | e. de ensayo test pit | | e. en escalones stope
| e. en zanja trench

excavador adj burrowing

exento nm free of | e. de dcidos acid free

exfoliacién nf exfoliation | cleavage

exfoliar vtr to exfoliate

exhalacién nf exhalation

exhalante adj exhalant



exhondacién nf overdeepening

exhumacién nf exhumation

exitela nf valentinite

exégeno,-na adj exogenous

exotérmico,-ca adj exothermic

exploracién nf exploration

explorar vtr to explore

exploratorio,-ria adj exploratory

explosién nf explosion, blast | e. de abanico fan
shooting

explotacién nf mining, exploitation | e. en
descubierto open-pit mining, stripping, strip
mining | e. por método minero oil mining

explotar vfr to mine, exploit, work

extensién nf extension | area, areal extent |
range, extent | e. en acres acreage | e.
estratigrafica stratigraphic range

exterior nm exterior, outside | aboveground,
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surface at a mine

extinguido,-da adj extinct

extinguir vintr to become extinct

extinto,-ta adj extinct

extraccién nf extraction, mining, production,
recovery | sampling | e. con reposicién
sampling with replacement | e. por gas gas lift
| e sin reposicién sampling without
replacement | e. vigorizada enhanced recovery

extracto nm extract

extraible adj minable

extrusivo,-va adj extrusive

exudacién nf exudation

eyeccién nf ejecta, accidental | e. juvenil juvenil
ejecta

ezteri nm bloodstone, a variety of jasper



fabrica nf fabric (petrographic) | f. sideritrgica
iron works

faceta nf facet (of a gem)

facies nfpl facies | f. abisal abyssal facies | f.
continental continental facies | f. costera coastal
facies | f. de agua dulce freshwater facies | f.
edlica aeolian facies | f. fluvial fluvial facies | f.
glacial glacial facies | f. lacustre lacustrine facies
| f. litoral coastal facies | f. marina marine
facies | f. metamorficas metamorphic facies | f.
neritica neritic facies | f. sedimentarias
sedimentary facies | de f. facieologic,
facieological

facoidal adj lenticular

facolito nm phacolith, phacolite

factor nm factor | f. comin common factor | f. de
contraccién shrinkage factor | f. de escurrimiento
[Col] runoff coefficient | f. de formacién
formattion resistivity factor | f. de grupo group
factor | f. especifico specific factor | f.
volumétrico formation volume factor

faena nf work, labor, task | workings | [Bol, Pe]}
unpaid work (a type of corvée) | [Ch] work
gang, shift | f. mineral mine workings

fahlbanda nf fahlband

faja nf belt or zone of rock, mineralization, etc |
band of mineral in a vein | f. petrolifera
petroleum zone

fajado nm prop (of mine timber)

fajeado,~da adj banded

falda nf slope, hillside | wing or leg of a saddle

falsificar el mineral vtr to salt (a mine)

falso,-sa adj false | f. matriz pseudo-matrix | f.
peria false bedrock | f. salto false throw of a
vein or fault

falla nf fault | f. activa active fault | f. acostada
thrust fault | f. antitética antithetic fault | f. casi
vertical de dezplazamiento horizontal wrench fault
| f. conforme conformable fault (to bedding) | f.
corriente strike fault | f. de altoempuje upthrust
fault | f. de ascenso normal fault | f. de
buzamiento dip fault | f. de cabalgamiento
overlap fault | f. de descenso reverse fault | f. de
desgarre strike-slip fault | f. de despegue
detachment fault | f. de desplazamiento
horizontal strike-slip fault | f. de desplazamiento
oblicuo oblique-slip fault | f. de direccion strike
fault | f. diagonal inclined fault | f. escalonada

step fault | f. de estratificacién bedding-plane
fault | f. de gravedad gravity fault, normal fault
| f. directa normal fault | f. distributativa step
fault | f. en escalera step fault | f. escalonada step
fault | f. escarpada [Méx] fualt scarp | f. falsa
pseudo-fault, horse | f. girada pivotal fault | f.
gravitacional normal fault | f. horizontal strike-
slip fault | f. inversa reverse fault | f. inversa de
bajo angulo thrust fault, overthrust | f. lateral
lateral fault | f. marginal boundary fault | f.
normal normal fault | f. por empuje thrust fault
| f. por empuje inferior underthrust fault | f.
ramificada branching fault | f. rumbodeslizante
strike-slip fault | f. segitn buzamiento dip-slip
fault | f. simple normal fualt | f. sinsedimentaria
synsedimentary fault | f. transformante
transform fault | f. transcurrente strike slip fault
| f. transversal dip fault

fallado,-da adj faulted

fallamiento nm faulting

fallar vtr to fault

fallo nm [Bol] fault deformation

fameniano,-na adj Famennian

fameniense adj Famennian

fanega nf [Méx] unit of land measure (about 8.8
acres)

fanegada nf unit of area equivalent to 576
estadales (about 6600 square meters) | unit of
capacity of 225 to 555 liters

faneritico,~ca adj phaneritic

fanerocristalino,-na adj phaneritic

fanerémero,-ra adj phaneritic

fangal nm marsh, bog

fanglomerado nm fanglomerate

fango nm mud, slime, ooze | sludge | [Isla
Carmén, Méx] layer of black, earthy salt | f. de
glaciar glacial mud orsilt | f. mineral slimes

fangoso,-sa adj muddy, silty

farallén nm [Bol] wallrock | [Pe] outcrop of a
vein

farmacolita nf pharmacolite

farmacosiderita nf pharmacosiderite

fase nm phase

fdunico,~ca adj faunal

faunistico,-ca ad; faunal

faz nf front, face | f. de laboreo working face

feldespdtico,-ca adj feldspathic

feldespato nm feldspar | f. calizo anorthite | f.
de cal anorthite | f. nacarado or opalado ad ularia
| f. potésico potash feldspar | f. sédico albite | f.
verde claro amazon stone | f. vitreo sanidine



feldespatoide nm feldspathoid

felsico,~ca adj felsic

felsitico,-ca adj felsic, felsitic

fémico,-ca adj mafic, femic

fenacita nf phenakite

fenaquita nf phenakite

fenestra nf inlier, window

fenocristal nm phenocryst

fenémeno nm phenomena | f. del carst karst
phenomena | f. tecténico tectonics

ferralitico,-ca adj ferralitic

ferrato nm ferrate

férreo,-rea adj ferrous, iron-bearing

ferreria nf iron works

ferrete nm copper sulphate

férrico,~ca adj ferric

ferrifero,~ra adj iron-bearing

ferrito nm ferrite (salt)

ferromagnesiano,-na adj ferromagnesian

ferromagnésico,~ca adj ferromagnesian

ferromagnético,-ca adj ferromagnetic

ferromagnetismo nm ferromagnetism

ferromanganeso nm ferromanganese

ferrometeorito nm iron meteorite

ferroniquel nm ferronickel

ferroso,-sa adj ferrous

ferrugineo,-nea adj ferruginous, iron-bearing

ferruginoso,-sa adj ferruginous, iron-bearing

fibra nf fiber | vein | [Parral, Méx] stockwork
vein

fibrazén nm the whole of the veins in a deposit
or mine

fibroso,-sa adj fibrous

ficha nf index card, filing card | record

fichar vtr to put on an index card | to file, index

fichero nm card index | records

fidelidad nf accuracy

fierro nm iron

fijo,-ja adj attached | no f. unattached

fila nf row

filada nf a variety of slate

filamento nm filament

filamentoso,-sa adj filamentous

filiforme adj thread-like

filita nf phyllite

filo nm ridge

filogenia nf phylogeny

fil6n nm vein, lode (generally large) |
mineralized seam or bed | gold mine | dike |
gangue | [Méx] small stringer or intersecting
vein | f. atravesado cross vein | f. brechoide

breccia vein | f. capa bedded vein | f. ciego
blind lode | f. clastico clastic dike | f. compuesto
compound vein | f. cuneiforme gash vein | f. de
carbén coal seam or measure | f. de contacto
contact vein | f. de cusia gash vein | f. de
diaclasa joint vein | f. de roca dike | f. en escalera
or escalonado stair-step vein | f. en reticulado
stockwork | f. en rosario en echelon vein | f.
estratificado banded vein | f. hidrotermal
hydrothermal vein | f. inclinado rake vein | f.
intrusivo igneous dike | f. metalifero or mineral
mineralized vein | f. principal master vein,
mother lode | f. rocoso dike | f. sedimentario
sedimentary vein or dike | f. simple ordinary
vein of simple structure | f. sin afloramiento
blind vein | f. sin crestén blind vein | f.
transversal cross vein

filoniano,-na adj vein or dike-like

filonita nf phyllite-mylonite

filonitizacién nf veining

filtracién nf seep | f. de petrdleo oil seep | f. en
frio cold pressing

filtrado,-da adj filtered | nm filtering

filtrador nm filter

filtrante adj filtering | porous

filtrar vtr/intr to filter | vpr to filter | to filtrate

filtro nm filter | f. de entrada input filter

fineza nf fineness

finiquito nm quitclaim

fino,-na adj fine | pure

fino nm [Asturias, Sp] screened coal up to 6 mm
insize | nmpl fines

finura nf fineness

fiordo nm fjord, fiord

firme adj surface | fisible | fissile

firn nm firn

fisico,~ca adj physical | nm/nf physicist

fisicoquimico,-ca adj physiochemical | nf
physical chemistry

fisil adj fissile

fisilidad nf fissility

fisién nf fission

fisionable adj fissionable

fisografia nf physiography

fisura nf fissure

fisuracion nf spalling

fisurarse vpr to crack

fitégeno,-na adj phytogenic

flabeliforme adj fan-shaped

flanco nm flank | limb (of a fold) | hillside

flaqueza nf [Pe] shaley structure



flecha nf deflection

flexibilidad nf flexibility

flexura nf flexure | flexure folding

filita nf phyllite

fisico,~ca adj physical

flogopita nf phlogopite

flojo,ja adj loose

flor nfbloom | f. de antimonio valentinite | f. de
cinc hydrozincite | f. de cobalto erythrite | f. de
cobre chalcotrichuite | flor de hierro flos ferri | f.
de niquel annabergite

flotabilidad nf buoyancy

flotaci6n nf flotation | f. diferencial differential
floatation | f. selectiva selective floatation

flourescencia nf flourescence

fluctuacién nf fluctuation | jitter

fluctuar vintr to fluctuate | to oscillate

fluente adj fluid | flowing

fluidez nf fluidity

fluido,-da adj fluid | nm fluid

fluir vintr to flow, run

flujo nm flow, stream | rising tide | flux | f. de
caja cash flow | f. de escombrera debris flow | f.
de fango mud flow | f. de lava lava flow | f.
laminar laminar or platy flow | f. magnético
magnetic flux | f. natural primary drive
mechanism | f. turbulento turbulent flow

fldor nm fluorine | f. espato fluorspar | f. fétido
bituminous feldspar

fluorescencia nf fluorescence

fluorescente adj fluorescent

fluorhidrato nm hydrofluoric acid

fluorhidrico,-ca adj hydrofluoric

fluorina nf fluorite

fluoruro nm fluoride

fluviomarino,-na adj fluviomarine

foco nm focus | f. sismico hypocenter | f.
volcinico volcanic center

foliacién nf foliation

foliado,~da adj foliated, foliate | no f. unfoliated

foliatura nf foliation

fondo nm background | bottom of a mine | f. de
circo | f. de laboreo working face | f. del mar sea
floor | f. del rio riverbed

fonolita nf phonolite | f. leucitica leucite
phonolite | f. nefelinica nepheline phonolite

foraminifero nm foramnifer, foram

forastera nf [Bol] newly discovered vein or mine

forma nf form, mode | f. de presentacién mode of
occurrence | f. enredada stockwork

formacién nf formation | [Col] clay and other

material filling open spaces in a lode | f.
productora pay zone | f. que le circundan host
rock

formal adj regular | [Méx] undisturbed

formase vpr to be formed

férmico,~ca adj formic

férmula nf formula

fosa nf trench | pit | graben | f. marginal trough
| f. oceanica oceanic trench | f. posterior back
deep | f. tecténica graben

fosfatico,-ca adj phosphatic

fosfato nm phosphate

fosfeno nm phosphate

fosfito nm phosphite

fosforado,-da adj phosphorous

fosforecer or fosforescer vtr to phosphoresce

fosforescencia nf phosphorescence

fosforescente adj phosphorescent

fosférico,~ca adj phosphoric

fosforita nf phosphorite

fésforo nm phosphorous

fosforoso,-sa adj phosphorous

fosgenita nf phosgenite

f6sil nm fossil | any mineral or rock | f. guia
index fossil | f. indice index fossil | f. viviente
living fossil

fosilifero,-ra adj fossiliferous

fosilizacién nf fossilization

fosilizarse vpr to fossilize, become fossilized

foso nm ditch, trench | hole, pit | f. de lodo mud
pit

fético,~ca adj photic

fotoclinométro nm photoclinometer

fotogeologia nf photogeology

fotografia nf photography | f. aérea aerial
photography

fraccién nf fraction

fraccionacién nf fractionation

fraccionamiento nm fractionation | cracking

fraccionar vir to crack | to fractionate

fraccionario,-ria adj fractional (math)

fractila nf fractile

fractura nf fracture | f. escalonada step fault | f.
pizarrosa slaty cleavage | f. marginal boundary
fault | f. sencilla or juntajoint | f. rellena filled
fracture

fracturar vtr/pr to fracture, break

fracturacién nf fracturation

fracturamiento nm fracturing | f. intenso intense
fracturing

fragmentacién nf fragmentation



fragmentar vtr to fragment

fragamento nm fragment

fragil adj brittle

fragilidad nf brittleness

frailesca nf [Almadén, Sp] lenticular breccia
masses found in schist

francio nm francium

franja nf fringe | belt | f. capilar capillary fringe
| f- de sedimentos mud belt

franjilla nf [Hualgayoc, Pe] argentiferous galena
with stibnite

frasco nm flask (unit of measure for mercury)

frasniano,-na adj Frasnian

Frasniense nm Frasnian

fredtico,~ca adj phreatic, subsurface

frecuencia nf frequency | f. acumulada
cumulative frequency

freita nf [Santander, Sp] active landslide

frente nm front | face, heading | f. de colina
brow of a hill| f. de pliegue facing

frentero nm miner employed at the working
face of a mine

friabilidad ad; friability

friccién nf friction

frigoria nf kilocalorie

frijolillo nm [Guanajuato, Méx] conglomerate

frisol nm [Col] kidney-bean shapped cobble
found in washing auriferous gravels

fritamiento nm chilling effect

front6n nm cliff (coastal) | pediment | working
face (mines)

fruta de mono nf gold pan made from the shell
of a fruta de mono

fruto nm ore | yield or product | en frutos in
ore, carrying ore

fucsita nf fuchsite

fuchsita nf fuchsite

fucoide nm fucoid

fuente nm spring or source | f. alcalina alkaline
spring | f. artesiana artesian spring | f.
ascendente artesian spring | f. burga boiling
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spring | f. caliente hot spring (<20°C) | f. carga
boiling spring | f. carstica karst spring | f. de
afloramiento gravity spring | f. de contacto
contact spring | f. de fisura fissure spring | f. de
gas gas seep | f. de hondonada depression spring
| f. de valle valley spring | f. descendente gravity
spring | f. episédica intermittent spring | f.
intermitente intermitent spring | f. mineral
mineral spring | f. muy caliente hot spring
(>50°C) | f. perenne | f. periddica intermittent
spring | f. salina salt spring | f. sulfurosa sulfur
spring | f. termal thermal spring (20-50°C)

fuerza nf force | power | f. de una prueba power
of a (statistical) test

fugacidad nf fugacity

fumarola nf fumerole

funcién nf function | f. aculmulata cumulative
function | f. caracteristica characteristic function
| f. de decisién decision function | f. de densidad
density function | f. de versimilitud likelihood
function | f. generatriz generating function | f.
periédica periodic function

fundente adj melting | nm flux

fundible adj fusible, easily melted

fundicion nf smelting | casting | fusion |
melting | foundry, smelting works

fundido,-da adj melted, fused

fundidor nm smelter

fundir vtr to melt, smelt of cast metal | to fuse
| vpr to melt

fundirse vpr to fuse, melt

fuque nm [Méx] deepest point of an excavation

furo nm channel

fusalina nf smelting works

fusibilidad nf fusibility

fusién nf fusion, melting | f. residual residual
melt

fusionar vtr [Arg] to fuse, melt

fuslina nf [Arg, Sp] smelter

fusulina nf fusulinid



G

gabarro nm xenolith | nodular fragment of rock
or ore

gdbrico,~ca adj gabbroic

gabro nm gabbro

gadolino nm gadolinium

galactita nf fuller's earth

galdpago nm pig of copper, lead or tin

galemador nm furnace for roasting silver ores

galemar vtr to roast silver ores

galeme nm [Méx] a reverberatory furnace of 1 to
3 arrobas capacity

galenita nf galena

galera nf an irregularly shaped ore deposit |
furnace for distilling sulphur

galeria nf gallery | g. cérstica karst cave

galerén nm an irregular deposit of large size

galga nf boulder

galmeita nf carbonates and silicates of zinc

galleta nf [ Asturias, Sp] screened coal (20-50
mm)

gallinazo nm [Titiribi, Col] sphalerite

gallo nm [Méx] rich ore with needles or grains
of gold and silver | a lump of native metal,
nugget

gambusino nm prospector | [Méx] itinerant
miner who high-grades a deposit and then
moves on to another

gamella nf gold pan

gammagrafia nf gamma ray log

gindara nf low wasteland

ganchudo,-da adj hackly

gandinga nf fine ore | nfpl concentrates

gang nm dike | vein

ganga nf gangue | g. cuarzosa vein quartz

ganita nf gahnite ‘

garbancillo nm [Sp] fine gravel

garbillar vtr to screen (minerals)

garbillo nm screen

garganta nf gorge

gas nm natural gas | gasoline | g. acido sour gas
| g asociado associated gas | g. condensado gas
condensate | g. crudoraw gas | g. de petréleo
liquado liquified petroleum gas | g. de pozo de
petréleo bradenhead gas | g. disuelto solution
gas | g. grisi methane | g. humedo condensate
rich gas, wet gas | g. juvenil juvenile gas | g.
libre unassociated gas | g. licuado condensate |
g. natural natural gas | g. no asociado
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nonassociated gas | g. pobre lean gas, producer
gas | g. seco dry gas

gasificacién nf gasification

gasificar vtr to gasify

gasoducto nm gas pipeline

gaséleo nm diesel oil, gas oil

gasolina nf gasoline

gastable adj erodible

gastar vfr to wear away, erode

gaster6podo nm gastropod

gasto nm volume of flow, discharge | g. de
derrame runoff rate | g. sélido bed load

gastos nmpl charges, expenses, costs | g. de
desarollo development costs | g. de fundicién
smelting charges

gausio nm gauss

gaveta nf [PR] gold pan

gaylussita nf gaylussite

gedinniano,-na adj Gedinnian

gedinniense nm Gedinnian

géiser nm geyser

geiserita nf geyserite

gelatinoso,-sa adj colloid, gelatinous

gelificarse vpr to gel

gelifraccién nf congelifraction

gelisol nm frozen ground

gelivacién nf congelifraction

geloide nm firn ice

gema nf gem, precious stone

geminacién nf twinning

gemmologia nf gemmology

gemmoscopio nm binocular microscope

género nm genus (pl genera)

genético,~ca adj genetic

genotipo nm genotype

geoanticlinal nm geoanticline, geanticline

geociencia nf geoscience, earth science

geocrdtico,-ca adj epeirocratic

geocronita nf geochronite

geocronologia nf geochronology

geocronolégico,~ca adj geochronological

geoda nf geode

geodepresion nf geodepression

geodesia nf geodesy

geodésico,-ca adj geodesic, geodetic | nf
geodesy, geodetics

geodesta nm geodesist

geodético,-ca adj geodetic

geodindmico,-ca adj geodynamic | nf
geodynamics

geofisico,-ca adj geophysical | nf geophysics |



nm/f geophysicist | g. aplicado applied
geophysiscist

gedéfono nm geophone

geognosia nf geology

geohidrologia nf geohydrology

geoide nm geoid

geoisoterma nf geoisotherm

geologia nf geology | g. aplicada applied
geology | g. aplicada a la ingeneria engineering
geology | g. de minas mine geology | g. del
petréleo petroleum geology | g. dindmica
dynamic geology | g. econémica economic
geology | g. estructural structural geology | g.
fisica physical geology | g. general general
geology | g. histérica historical geology | g.
marina marine geology

geolégico,~ca adj geological

gedlogo,~ga nm/f geologist

geomagnético,~ca adj geomagnetic | nf
geomagnetics

geomagnetismo nm geomagnetism

geomorfologia nf geomorphology

geoquimico,-ca adj geochemical | nm or f
geochemist | nf geochemistry

georgiano,-na adj Georgian

Georgiense nm Georgian

geosinclinal adj geosynclinal | nm geosyncline,
geosynclinal

geosutura nf geosuture

geotéctonico,-ca adj tectonic | nf geotectonics

geotérmico,-ca adj geothermal | nf geothermics

germanotipico,~ca adj Germanotype

gersdorfita nf gersdorffite

giba nf hump (rundhocker)

gibsita nf gibbsite

gigante nm monitor, giant (used in hydraulic
mining of placers)

giobertita nf magnesite

girasol nm fire opal

givetiano,-na adj Givetian

givetiense adj Givetian

glaciacién nf glaciation | g. final latest (Wiirm)
glaciation | g. local local glaciation

glaciar adj glacial | nm glacier | g. activo active
glacier | g. alpino alpine or mountain glacier |
g. colgante hanging glaciar | g. continental
continental glacier | g. de circo cirque glaciar |
g. de montania alpine or mountain glacier | g. de
plateau plateau glaciar | g. de roca rock glacier |
g de valle alpine or valley glacier | g. fluyente
active or flowing glacier | g. groenlandés

continental glacier | g. rocoso rock glaciar

glaciario,-ria adj glacial

glaciarismo nm glaciology

glacioeélico,-ca adj glacio-eolitic

glaciologia nf glaciology

glaucodot nm glaucophane

glaucofana nf glaucophane

glauconia nf glauconite

glauconitico,~ca adj glauconitic

glauconitizacién nf glauconitization

gleba nf [Alicante, Sp] thin layer of precipitated
salt | g. tecténica fault block

gliptogénesis nf glyptogenesis

globo nm globe, sphere

globulito nm microlite

glébulo nm globule

globuloso,-sa adj globular

gmelita nf gmelinite

gneis nm gneiss

gnéisico,-ca adj gneissic

gneisoide adj gneissoid

geotita nf goethite

golfo nm gulf

goma nf glue | g ardbiga gum arabic | g. de
tragacanto gum tragacanth

goniégrafo nm [Sp] plane table

goniémetro nm goniometer

gongora nf [Col] cavity or vug in a lode

gongorado,-da adj vuggy

gotera nf precipitate | g. calcirea calcareos sinter

gotlandiense adj Silurian

grada nf stope | g. al revés overhand stope | g.
abierta open stope | g. de relleno filled stope | g.
derecha underhand stope | g. ramal branch
stope

gradiente nm gradient | g. adiobatico adiobatic
gradient | g. hidrdulico hydraulic gradient | g.
geotérmico geothermal gradient | g. gravimétrico
gravitational gradient | g. térmico thermal
gradient

grado nm degree | gradient | g. de libertad
degrees of freedom | g. geotérmico geothermal
gradient

graficador nm plotter

grifico,-ca adj graphic | nf graphics | graph,
chart | nm graph, chart

grafitico,~ca adj graphitic

grafito nm graphite | g. natural natural graphite

grafitoso,-sa adj [Vz] graphitic

gramo nm gram

granada nf garnet



granalla nf small grains of metal, generally gold

granate adj garnet (color) | nf garnet |
[Guadalcazar, Méx] crystalline cinnabar | g.
almandino almandinite

granatifero,~ra adj garnetiferous, garnet-bearing

grancilla nf [Sevilla, Sp] screened coal (15-30
mm) | [Asturias, Sp] screened coal (5-12 mm)

granipérfido,-da adj [Vz] granophyre

granitico,~ca adj granitic

granitizacién nf granitization

granito nm granite | small grain | hair, streak
or point that diminishes the quality of a
diamond | g. anfibélico amphibole granite | g.
biotitico biotite granite | g. micdceo mica granite
| g- potisico potash granite

granitoide nm granitoid

granitoideo,-dea adj granitoid

grano nm grain | grain, a weight | de g. fino fine
grained | de g. grueso coarse grained | de g.
medio medium grained

granobldstico,-ca adj granoblastic

granofirico,~ca adj granophyric

granofiro nm granophyre

granosidad nf granularity

granoso,-sa adj granular

granudo,~da adj granular, granulate, granulated

granulacién nf granulation

granulado,-da adj granulated | nm granulation

granular adj granular, granulate, granulated

granulo nm granule

granulometria nf granulometry

granuloso,-sa adj granulose, granular

granza nf [Arg] crushed stone | [New Almaden,
Calif] coarse mercury ore | [Cu] gravel |
[Méx] fragments of ore from about the size of
rice to that of an egg | [Guanajuato, Méx]
fourth class of ore, about 80 ounce silver to the
ton | g. de yunque [San Dimas, Méx] smalls |
[Huitzuco, Méx] middlings of mercury ore |
[Asturias, Sp] screened coal (10-25mm)

granzita nf [Almadén, Sp] coarse-grained ores

granzén nm gravel

graptolito nm graptolite

grasero nm slag pile

grasoso,-sa adj greasy

grauvaca nf greywacke | g. feldespitica arkosic
wacke

grauwaca nf greywacke

grava nf gravel | [Cartagena, Sp] ore of 6 to 8
percent lead | g. de boleos boulder gravel | g. de
cantera pit gravel | g. de guijas [Vz] granule
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gravel | g. de mina pit gravel | g. de playa beach
gravel | g. en bruto pit-run gravel | g. fluvial
river gravel | g. graduada graded gravel | g.
provechosa pay gravel | g. sin cribar unscreened
gravel | g. tal como sale unscreened gravel

gravedad nf gravity | g. especifica specific
gravity

gravadora nf [Sp] gravel screen

gravera nf gravel pit

gravilla nf fine gravel

gravilladora nf [Sp] gravel screen

gravimetria nf gravimetry

gravimétrico,-ca adj gravimetric

gravimetro nm gravimeter

gravitacién nf gravitation, gravity

gravitacional adj gravitational

gravoso,-sa adj [Méx] gravelly

greca nf irregular workings

greda nf marl | chalk | fuller's earth | [Bol]
barren gravel above pay-dirt in placers | [Guy]
highly alterered schist bedrock to placers | [Vz]
pay-dirt | g. dura [Col] carboniferous, iron-
bearing schist

gredal nm clay pit

gredoso,-sa adj chalky, marly, clayey

grenoquita nf greenockite
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