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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

NATIONAL WATER-QUALITY ASSESSMENT
PROGRAM--Water Use in the Rio Grande

INTRODUCTION

In 1991, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
began implementing a full-scale National Water-
Quality Assessment (NAWQA) program. The long-
term goals of the NAWQA program are to describe
the status of and trends in the quality of a large,
representative part of the Nation’s surface- and
ground-water resources and to provide a sound,
scientific understanding of the primary natural and
human factors affecting the quality of these
resources.

The Rio Grande Valley, one of 60 NAWQA
study units nationwide, contains about 45,700 square
miles in Colorado, New Mexico, and a small part in
Texas. The study unit includes all of Hydrologic Unit
Codes (HUC) 1301, 1302, and 1303, which includes
the San Luis Closed Basin (HUC’s 13010003 and
13010004) in Colorado and five surface-water closed
basins (HUC’s 13020208, 13030103, 13030201, and
13030202) in New Mexico.

WATER USE

Total water use in the Rio Grande Valley study
unit in 1990 was about 3,410,000 acre-feet; of this
amount about 1,800,000 acre-feet was estimated to be
consumptive use, water not returned to the basin.
Water use within the study unit was primarily (569
percent) from surface-water sources. Irrigation was
the major water-use category (88 percent) and public
supply the second major water-use category (9
percent). Slightly more than one-half (52 percent) of
all water use was in the Colorado part of the study
unit.

Water use in the Rio Grande Valley study unit is
summarized in the table on the reverse side of this
sheet. The water-use categories shown are irrigation,
public supply, and “other.” Other water uses include
those for commercial, domestic, industrial, mining,
thermoelectric, and livestock needs. The water-use
data were obtained from the USGS Aggregated
Water-Use Data System (AWUDS).
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For further information about water use in the Rio Grande
Valley, please write to:

District Chief, Water Resources Division
U.S. Geological Survey

4501 Indian School Road N.E., Suite 200
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

S.F. Richey and

Open-File Report 93-456 S.R. Ellis, 1993
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