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Introduction

This selected bibliography of Appalachian coalbed methane was
developed under the Energy Program of the U. S. Geological Survey. It is
intended to assist local, state, and governmental officials, private
organizations, and the public-at-large in their planning for the exploration and
development of Appalachian coalbed gas, an unconventional source of natural
gas. The bibliography includes information on coalbed gas production,
economic potential of coalbed gas, coal resources, thermal history, geologic
framework, coal chemistry, coal-mine methane control and ventilation, coal
experimental work, and also legal constraints affecting the development of
coalbed methane. The bibliography focuses on the states of Pennsylvania,
West Virginia, Kentucky, Maryland, Virginia and Ohio, but also includes
information on other Appalachian states as well. In most of these states, there
1s very limited to moderate coalbed gas production. It is probable that
national coalbed gas production will become an increasingly important energy
resource well into the next century, which will reduce our dependence upon
environmentally sensitive fossil fuels such as coal, conventional oil and gas
sources, and on foreign petroleum.
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