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Results from previous studies 

�Hot spots of native plant diversity are 
highly vulnerable to invasion. 

�Invasive plant species enjoy “the good life” 
(warmth, high light and water and nitrogen). 

�Rare mesic habitats are very vulnerable. 

�Roadsides and riparian zones are corridors 
of invasion. 

�Disturbance is not necessary for invasion. 



Objectives 

�Measure the richness, cover, and frequency 
of non-native species on CBE and adjacent 
landscapes. 

�  Determine which species invade which 
habitats. 

�Determine the potential extent of invasion. 

�(Determine the ecological effects of current 
invasion) 



Hypotheses 

�Increased weed invasions along roadsides, 
on disturbed sites, and in newly wetted 
habitats compared to undisturbed sites. 

�Increased weed invasion near previously 
invaded sites. 

�(Reversal of some weed invasions with the 
cessation of water additions to the system). 



Sampling Design 

�Stratify rare and common habitats and 
disturbance zones (paired plot design). 

�Multi-scale vegetation sampling, and soils 
analysis (soil moisture?). 

�Long-term study plots. 
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