Table 2-1. MPN Index and 95% confidence limits for various combinations of positive results for
Methods 9221B and 9221E: Multiple-Tube Fermentation Technique For Fecal Coliforms (EC
Medium) and Standard Total Coliform Fermentation Technique where five tubes per dilution are
used (10 mL, 1.0 mL and 0.1 mL sample portions).

Combination 95% Confidence Combination 95% Confidence
of Positive MPN/ Limit of Positive MPN/ Limits
Tubes 100 mL Lower Upper Tubes 100 mL Lower Upper
0-0-0 <2 1.0 10 4-2-0 22 9.0 56
0-0-1 2 1.0 10 4-2-1 26 12 65
0-1-0 2 1.0 14 4-3-0 27 12 67
0-2-0 4 4-3-1 33 15 77
4-4-0 34 16 80
1-0-0 2 1.0 11 5-0-0 23 9.0 86
1-0-1 4 1.0 15 5-0-1 30 10 110
1-1-0 4 1.0 15 5-0-2 40 20 140
1-1-1 6 2.0 18 5-1-0 30 10 120
1-2-0 6 2.0 18 5-1-1 50 20 150
5-1-2 60 30 180
2-0-0 4 1.0 17 5-2-0 50 20 170
2-0-1 4 2.0 20 5-2-1 70 30 210
2-1-0 7 2.0 21 5-2-2 90 40 250
2-1-1 9 3.0 24 5-3-0 80 30 250
2-2-0 9 3.0 25 5-3-1 110 40 300
2-3-0 12 5.0 29 5-3-2 140 60 360
3-0-0 8 3.0 24 5-3-3 170 80 410
3-0-1 11 4.0 29 5-4-0 130 50 390
3-1-0 11 4.0 29 5-4-1 170 70 480
3-1-1 14 6.0 35 5-4-2 220 100 580
3-2-0 14 6.0 35 5-4-3 280 120 690
3-2-1 17 7.0 40 5-4-4 350 160 820
4-0-0 13 5.0 38 5-5-0 240 100 940
4-0-1 17 7.0 45 5-5-1 300 100 1300
4-1-0 17 7.0 46 5-5-2 500 200 2000
4-1-1 21 9.0 55 5-5-3 900 300 2900
4-1-2 26 12 63 5-5-4 1600 600 5300
5-5-5 1600




