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Kootenai Basin 

 Fisher Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 48°21′20″, long 115°18′50″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NE ¼ NW ¼ sec.21, T.30 N., R.29 W., Lincoln County, 
MT, Hydrologic Unit 17010102, on left bank 0.8 mi upstream from mouth and 11.4 mi east of Libby. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--838 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--September 1967 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 2,134.10 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
bench mark). 

REMARKS.--Records are good except those for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Diversions of about 700 acres occur upstream from the station. 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers satellite telemeter is located at the station. Several unpublished observations of water temperature and specific 
conductance were made during the year. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of about May 22, 1948, reached a discharge of 6,560 ft³/s, by slope-area measurement at site 0.5 mi 
upstream. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2006
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12302055
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2005 TO SEPTEMBER 2006 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 134 132 118 e230 299 281 669 2,220 871 398 123 84 
2 257 225 123 239 293 274 772 1,820 897 376 121 82 
3 171 218 116 229 290 280 851 1,510 1,020 350 117 81 
4 152 197 90 217 284 288 875 1,330 939 333 115 79 
5 144 187 121 206 286 288 957 1,220 976 318 111 78 

6 126 183 138 201 273 292 1,210 1,190 867 329 109 76 
7 121 177 89 220 261 312 2,190 1,230 794 320 107 76 
8 161 165 e75 241 254 331 2,480 1,290 898 299 105 75 
9 149 153 e100 242 244 337 2,430 1,240 899 280 103 74 

10 134 146 e120 267 217 331 2,310 1,130 824 262 100 74 

11 123 144 e125 469 199 317 2,130 1,050 800 251 106 73 
12 115 159 e120 510 204 304 1,990 1,040 728 238 106 73 
13 110 157 e130 440 224 289 1,900 1,070 715 230 104 72 
14 110 159 e125 511 227 293 1,930 1,070 873 221 102 73 
15 107 154 e120 673 191 284 2,340 1,130 1,120 209 99 76 

16 104 148 e120 623 195 269 2,360 1,420 1,410 199 98 89 
17 103 145 e110 557 e130 265 2,030 1,750 1,540 191 102 88 
18 101 140 e90 507 e120 262 1,740 1,960 1,250 184 101 84 
19 101 137 e85 448 e150 259 1,540 2,020 1,010 179 97 85 
20 103 135 e130 410 e170 256 1,430 2,130 890 174 94 93 

21 144 132 e170 378 e180 254 1,420 1,850 795 168 91 94 
22 132 130 e213 347 e200 258 1,580 1,560 721 164 89 96 
23 123 127 e225 326 212 263 1,700 1,630 661 157 86 93 
24 117 125 e220 306 199 284 1,600 1,490 611 151 84 91 
25 112 125 e230 292 171 341 1,510 1,380 573 146 85 89 

26 109 125 e250 279 188 449 1,430 1,230 541 141 86 87 
27 109 124 e245 269 189 501 1,430 1,090 509 136 87 84 
28 107 120 e240 264 226 508 1,510 974 479 133 84 84 
29 107 116 e230 259 --- 509 1,700 964 446 129 81 83 
30 107 121 e225 261 --- 524 2,190 957 417 126 79 82 
31 110 --- e225 308 --- 573 --- 912 --- 124 82 --- 

Total 3,903 4,506 4,718 10,729 6,076 10,276 50,204 42,857 25,074 6,916 3,054 2,468 
Mean 126 150 152 346 217 331 1,673 1,382 836 223 98.5 82.3 
Max 257 225 250 673 299 573 2,480 2,220 1,540 398 123 96 
Min 101 116 75 201 120 254 669 912 417 124 79 72 
Ac-ft 7,740 8,940 9,360 21,280 12,050 20,380 99,580 85,010 49,730 13,720 6,060 4,900 
Cfsm 0.15 0.18 0.18 0.41 0.26 0.40 2.00 1.65 1.00 0.27 0.12 0.10
In. 0.17 0.20 0.21 0.48 0.27 0.46 2.23 1.90 1.11 0.31 0.14 0.11

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1968 - 2006, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 133 222 238 257 341 569 1,203 1,358 804 284 135 117 
Max 305 819 1,174 1,272 1,965 2,401 2,752 3,300 1,796 532 244 204 
(WY) (1986) (1996) (1996) (1974) (1996) (1972) (1997) (1997) (1974) (1971) (1997) (1968) 
Min 76.4 87.0 90.4 77.9 95.0 134 318 482 221 92.7 56.0 54.6 
(WY) (2002) (1980) (1993) (1979) (1993) (2001) (2001) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1994) (2001) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2005 Water Year 2006 Water Years 1968 - 2006 

Annual total  89,730    170,781    
Annual mean  246    468    471   
Highest annual mean    938 1996  
Lowest annual mean    169 1977  
Highest daily mean  933 Jan 22   2,480 Apr   8   7,790 Feb   9, 1996  
Lowest daily mean  54 Sep   5   72 Sep 13   35 Jan   2, 1977  
Annual seven-day minimum  55 Sep   3   73 Sep   8   50 Aug 18, 1994  
Maximum peak flow   2,510 Apr   7   a12,000 Feb   9, 1996  
Maximum peak stage   6.33 Apr   7   10.35 Feb   9, 1996  
Instantaneous low flow    29 Jan   2, 1977  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  178,000    338,700    341,500   
Annual runoff (cfsm)  0.293    0.558    0.563   
Annual runoff (inches)  3.98    7.58    7.64   
10 percent exceeds  513    1,420    1,230   
50 percent exceeds  182    225    206   
90 percent exceeds  70    89    96   
a From indirect measurement. 
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