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12366000 WHITEFISH RIVER NEAR KALISPELL, MT
Pend Oreille Basin 

 Stillwater Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 48°19′13″, long 114°16′39″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ SE ¼ NW ¼ sec.34, T.30 N., R.21 W., Flathead 
County, MT, Hydrologic Unit 17010210, on right bank 160 ft upstream from road bridge, 8.0 mi north of Kalispell, and at river mile 12.8. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--170 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July to November 1928, April 1929 to September 1950, annual maximum 1964, October 1972 to September 1985, April 1986 to 
September 1995, October 1995 to September 1999 (seasonal record only), October 1999 to September 2006, discontinued. Prior to 1964, published as 
Whitefish Creek near Kalispell. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 2,969.83 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929.  Prior to Oct. 16, 1930, 
nonrecording gage at site 200 ft downstream at elevation 10.00 ft lower. Oct. 16, 1930, to Sept. 30, 1950, water-stage recorder on left bank at same 
elevation. 

REMARKS.--Records are good except those for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Some regulation occurs by Whitefish Lake. Diversion for 
irrigation of about 650 acres occurs upstream from station. U.S. Geological Survey satellite telemeter is located at the station. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2006
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12366000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2005 TO SEPTEMBER 2006 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 77 81 82 e102 136 e135 199 488 814 516 135 77 
2 82 92 e82 e100 134 e133 218 490 800 499 130 75 
3 79 92 82 e99 134 134 235 489 811 470 126 74 
4 77 89 e75 96 134 126 249 485 814 443 124 73 
5 74 89 e88 92 134 122 288 482 818 423 122 71 

6 73 90 e82 92 132 123 318 480 817 409 118 70 
7 73 91 e72 94 129 129 405 483 809 403 115 69 
8 75 91 e77 102 128 133 431 485 803 383 112 67 
9 75 90 e80 105 127 132 438 487 807 362 110 66 

10 75 89 e83 111 e125 128 442 483 805 345 108 66 

11 73 89 e81 133 e130 125 443 478 793 326 110 65 
12 73 89 e83 144 e133 122 445 477 764 308 110 63 
13 72 89 e83 139 e130 120 442 477 741 294 108 63 
14 72 89 e83 145 e133 120 439 477 732 278 104 62 
15 72 89 e83 168 e128 120 440 481 752 265 101 66 

16 72 89 e82 169 e110 119 433 500 931 253 102 70 
17 71 89 e77 160 e80 124 423 554 1,010 240 102 68 
18 70 88 e75 156 e98 135 411 595 985 229 102 66 
19 70 88 e71 153 e123 147 402 650 949 217 100 66 
20 71 87 e75 150 e115 144 393 708 915 206 99 71 

21 75 86 e85 146 e120 147 391 750 875 198 96 72 
22 75 86 e95 143 e115 153 402 785 834 191 92 72 
23 74 85 e102 141 e123 154 406 816 792 185 89 72 
24 73 84 e105 138 e120 156 402 842 752 180 86 72 
25 73 84 e106 136 e128 158 397 860 712 173 83 70 

26 73 83 e107 136 e110 171 397 879 675 167 84 70 
27 75 84 e105 134 e113 173 401 890 638 161 84 68 
28 77 85 e105 134 e126 172 407 885 603 155 83 67 
29 77 84 e104 133 --- 174 421 879 570 151 81 68 
30 77 84 e104 132 --- 178 455 860 540 144 78 67 
31 77 --- e104 134 --- 189 --- 836 --- 138 77 --- 

Total 2,302 2,625 2,718 4,017 3,448 4,396 11,573 19,531 23,661 8,712 3,171 2,066 
Mean 74.3 87.5 87.7 130 123 142 386 630 789 281 102 68.9 
Max 82 92 107 169 136 189 455 890 1,010 516 135 77 
Min 70 81 71 92 80 119 199 477 540 138 77 62 
Ac-ft 4,570 5,210 5,390 7,970 6,840 8,720 22,960 38,740 46,930 17,280 6,290 4,100 
Cfsm 0.44 0.51 0.52 0.76 0.72 0.83 2.27 3.71 4.64 1.65 0.60 0.41
In. 0.50 0.57 0.59 0.88 0.75 0.96 2.53 4.27 5.18 1.91 0.69 0.45

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1930 - 2006, BY WATER YEAR (WY)*                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 69.5 72.2 72.4 69.1 67.6 96.4 230 529 607 273 110 81.4 
Max 152 177 231 209 157 212 549 895 1,194 695 238 152 
(WY) (2005) (1934) (1934) (1934) (1934) (1936) (1934) (1997) (1974) (1974) (1993) (2004) 
Min 9.98 20.1 23.0 13.9 15.5 48.2 83.4 214 211 88.5 29.5 23.9 
(WY) (1931) (1937) (1936) (1938) (1938) (2001) (2001) (1944) (1977) (1941) (1931) (1931) 
* During periods of operation [July to November 1928, April 1929 to September 1950, annual maximum 1964, October 1972 to September 

1985, April 1986 to September 1995, October 1995 to September 1999 (seasonal record only), October 1999 to September 2006]. 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2005 Water Year 2006 Water Years 1930 – 2006* 

Annual total  69,177    88,220    
Annual mean  190    242    187   
Highest annual mean    320 1974  
Lowest annual mean    88.9 2001  
Highest daily mean  666 Jun   9   1,010 Jun 17   1,580 Jun 23, 1974  
Lowest daily mean  57 Sep   8   62 Sep 14   5.0 Oct 17, 1934  
Annual seven-day minimum  59 Sep   3   64 Sep   9   5.3 Oct 15, 1934  
Maximum peak flow   1,010 Jun 17   1,580 Jun 24, 1974  
Maximum peak stage   4.20 Jun 17   4.91 Jun 24, 1974  
Instantaneous low flow   60 Sep 12   4.5 Oct 18, 1934  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  137,200    175,000    135,500   
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.11    1.42    1.10   
Annual runoff (inches)  15.14    19.30    14.95   
10 percent exceeds  464    710    503   
50 percent exceeds  128    126    94   
90 percent exceeds  73    73    43   

* During periods of operation [July to November 1928, April 1929 to September 1950, annual maximum 1964, October 1972 to September 
1985, April 1986 to September 1995, October 1995 to September 1999 (seasonal record only), October 1999 to September 2006, 
discontinued]. 
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