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12342500 WEST FORK BITTERROOT RIVER NEAR CONNER, MT
Pend Oreille Basin 

 Bitterroot Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 45°43′30″, long 114°16′50″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ NE ¼ NW ¼ sec.26, T.1 S., R.22 W., Ravalli County, 
MT, Hydrologic Unit 17010205, on right bank 0.6 mi downstream from Painted Rocks Lake, 6.4 mi upstream from Nez Perce Creek, 16.1 mi southwest 
of Conner, and at river mile 19.2. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--317 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1941 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.-- Water Supply Paper 1246: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 4,581.36 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 (U.S. Forest Service bench 
mark). 

REMARKS.--Records are excellent. Flow is regulated by Painted Rocks Lake (station 12342000). Diversions for irrigation of about 200 acres occur upstream 
from station. Bureau of Reclamation satellite telemeter is located at the station. Several unpublished observations of water temperature and specific 
conductance were made during the year. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12342500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 71 60 61 61 61 61 154 252 470 174 218 299 
2 71 60 61 61 61 61 154 256 464 168 217 295 
3 73 60 61 61 61 61 154 259 459 163 217 295 
4 68 60 61 61 61 61 154 610 457 157 217 291 
5 61 60 61 61 61 61 154 858 432 151 217 291 

6 61 61 61 61 61 61 154 761 440 146 217 287 
7 61 61 61 61 61 61 154 676 445 143 243 287 
8 62 61 61 61 61 61 155 633 431 139 274 283 
9 63 61 61 61 61 61 156 643 406 133 274 282 

10 63 61 61 61 61 61 157 743 393 126 274 280 

11 59 61 61 61 61 62 157 893 465 122 274 278 
12 64 61 61 61 61 62 178 997 445 118 271 275 
13 81 61 61 61 61 63 207 1,070 416 116 270 274 
14 81 63 61 61 61 64 207 1,070 398 116 270 254 
15 81 61 61 61 61 64 207 985 380 117 270 218 

16 57 62 61 61 61 64 207 921 364 125 269 217 
17 59 62 61 61 61 65 207 888 347 142 269 216 
18 60 62 61 61 61 85 207 888 332 134 267 214 
19 60 61 61 61 61 125 207 891 314 130 266 214 
20 60 61 61 61 61 125 207 884 295 130 266 211 

21 60 61 61 61 61 125 207 895 279 156 266 210 
22 60 62 61 61 61 127 207 807 234 187 266 207 
23 60 63 61 61 61 127 207 720 204 187 263 207 
24 60 63 61 61 61 127 207 654 227 187 262 207 
25 60 63 61 61 61 128 208 608 223 187 261 205 

26 60 62 61 61 61 130 211 560 215 187 259 204 
27 60 61 61 61 61 130 211 535 207 187 258 203 
28 60 61 61 61 61 132 225 558 199 187 258 200 
29 60 61 61 61 --- 132 247 531 192 187 257 200 
30 61 61 61 61 --- 132 249 503 180 202 255 197 
31 60 --- 61 61 --- 146 --- 483 --- 219 272 --- 

Total 1,977 1,838 1,891 1,891 1,708 2,825 5,716 22,032 10,313 4,823 7,937 7,301 
Mean 63.8 61.3 61.0 61.0 61.0 91.1 191 711 344 156 256 243 
Max 81 63 61 61 61 146 249 1,070 470 219 274 299 
Min 57 60 61 61 61 61 154 252 180 116 217 197 
Ac-ft 3,920 3,650 3,750 3,750 3,390 5,600 11,340 43,700 20,460 9,570 15,740 14,480 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1941 - 2007, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 151 109 89.2 82.4 79.0 92.4 200 801 887 262 208 178 
Max 484 416 270 243 215 277 719 2,011 1,960 633 439 385 
(WY) (1943) (1945) (1960) (1957) (1957) (1952) (1956) (1947) (1964) (1975) (1995) (1973) 
Min 52.3 53.3 27.8 21.4 6.80 7.85 8.65 119 118 127 84.5 62.4
(WY) (1999) (1988) (1958) (1977) (1944) (1944) (1944) (1977) (1987) (1973) (1945) (1944) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 Water Years 1941 - 2007 

Annual total  83,548    70,252    
Annual mean  229    192    263   
Highest annual mean    457 1976  
Lowest annual mean    120 1977  
Highest daily mean  1,820 May 20   1,070 May 13   3,900 May   9, 1947  
Lowest daily mean  57 Oct 16   57 Oct 16   0.60 May   3, 1954 a 
Annual seven-day minimum  59 Oct 16   59 Oct 16   0.66 May   1, 1954  
Maximum peak flow   1,090 May 13   4,060 May   9, 1947  
Maximum peak stage   3.36 May 13   6.18 May   9, 1947  
Instantaneous low flow    b0.20 Nov 25, 1952  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  165,700    139,300    190,800   
10 percent exceeds  682    435    620   
50 percent exceeds  71    128    114   
90 percent exceeds  61    61    58   
a May 3-7, 1954. 
b Dam shutdown. 
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