ZUSGS

science for a changing world

Prepared in cooperation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Passage and Survival Probabilities of Juvenile
Chinook Salmon at Cougar Dam, Oregon, 2012

Open-File Report 2014-1038

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey



Cover: Photograph showing the forebay and temperature control tower at
Cougar Dam, Oregon, December 2012. (Photograph by John Beeman, U.S.
Geological Survey.)



Passage and Survival Probabilities of Juvenile Chinook
Salmon at Cougar Dam, Oregon, 2012

By John W. Beeman, Scott D. Evans, Philip V. Haner, Hal C. Hansel, Amy C. Hansen, Collin D. Smith, and
Jamie M. Sprando

Prepared in cooperation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Open-File Report 2014-1038

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey



U.S. Department of the Interior
SALLY JEWELL, Secretary

U.S. Geological Survey
Suzette M. Kimball, Acting Director

U.S. Geological Survey, Reston, Virginia: 2014

For more information on the USGS—the Federal source for science about the Earth,
its natural and living resources, natural hazards, and the environment—uvisit
http://www.usgs.gov or call 1-888-ASK-USGS

For an overview of USGS information products, including maps, imagery, and publications,
visit http.//www.usgs.gov/pubprod

To order this and other USGS information products, visit http:/store.usgs.gov

Suggested citation:

Beeman, J.W., Evans, S.D., Haner, P.V., Hansel, H.C., Hansen, A.C., Smith, C.D., and Sprando, J.M., 2014, Passage
and survival probabilities of juvenile Chinook salmon at Cougar Dam, Oregon, 2012:: U.S. Geological Survey Open-
File Report 2014-1038, 64 p., http./dx.doi.org/10.3133/0fr20141038/.

ISSN 2331-1258 (online)

Any use of trade, firm, or product names is for descriptive purposes only and does not imply
endorsement by the U.S. Government.

Although this information product, for the most part, is in the public domain, it also may contain
copyrighted materials as noted in the text. Permission to reproduce copyrighted items must be
secured from the copyright owner.


http://www.usgs.gov/
http://www.usgs.gov/pubprod
http://store.usgs.gov/

Contents

Y0 o PSR PR 1
INEFOTUCTION ...t bbbttt 3
MIBENOUS ... bbb bbb bbbt 6
Dam Operations and Environmental CONItIONS ..o 6
Fish Capture, Handling, Tagging, and REIEASE .............c.cucueuereiiiciccceceeeee s 6
RAAIO TIANSIMITIEES ...ttt ettt e et e et s et e e e b s s e s e s e s ere e e e s 9
Radio-Telemetry DeteCtion SYSIEMS ........c.cciiiiier bbb 10
Passive Integrated Transponder-Tag Detection System at Leaburg Dam............cccovvvvveiccccccccceccecns 11
Data Management @Nd ANGIYSIS ...t 11
Removing FalSe-POSItIVE RECOTTS...........cccueieieicieicicccceti st 11
Assigning Route and Time 0f PASSAQE. ........c.cciiieiiiiciieeieses s 12
ESHMAtNG TraVel TIMES ...ttt 12
Estimating Passage, Detection, and Survival Probabilities..............ccccvvieeceeceececeiecereeeee e, 12
RESUIES. ...ttt bR AR e e et £ e £ £ AR At ettt s e R R R n R e ne e e e s 16
Fish Capture, Handling, Tagging, and REIEASE ...........c.criiiririiccr s 16
ENVIironmental CONAItIONS ..........c.curiririiiceieie ettt 16
Passage Dates Used to Estimate Dam Passage EffiCiency ...........cccooviiiiinicccnccecees 17
Passage Dates Used to Estimate Dam Passage and Survival Probabilities ..., 18
TIMING Of DAM PASSAQE .......ecvviiieieieieie ettt b e e e e et sttt a sttt b s enns 19
TTAVE] THMIES .ottt e bbb s s s e R e R e R e R e R s et e e e e e e e et e ettt et et e s nsenene 21
Estimates of Passage, Detection, and Survival ProbabilitieS ............ccccoeiririririiiiiiisssss e 22
Assessment of Survival Model ASSUMPLIONS ........c.euriririiieeiiciererssse e 22
ASSUMPLION 2.ttt s ettt et e et e s e e e e et e e e s b s s e s e s e s e s e ne e e nnes 22
ASSUMPLION 7 ...ttt sttt s e st se s b e se e b e e et e s e b e s e b e ssebe st esessenesbeneebenesbeneanis 23
ASSUMPLON ...ttt e e e s s e e e bR s s e s e s e s e s e ne e e e s 24
MOTE] SEIBCHON ...ttt 30
Route-Specific Passage Probabilities............ccccceuceiiiiiiisiiis e 31
Single-Release Survival ProDabilitIES ..o 32
Relative SUurvival ProDabilIfIES ...........cceuiriiieiercee s 33
o T o TSRS 34
ACKNOWIBAGMENTS. ...t bbbt bbbt 40
REFEIENCES CItBA ... ..ottt s bbbttt 41
Appendix A. Type and Location of Radio-Telemetry Detection SIES.........cocviiiirnnnnrierrrse e 44
Appendix B. Summaries of the Allocation of Tagger Effort and the Numbers and Sizes of Fish Released
during the November and DECEMDETr STUIES ........cvviviiiiieiss e 45
Appendix C. Comparisons of Fish from the Two Rearing Groups ... 50
Appendix D. Summaries of the Environmental and Operating Conditions at Cougar Dam, Oregon,
November and December 2012 STUIES ........vovovriireree et 57
Appendix E. Estimating the Adequacy of TransSmitter Life ..o 59

Appendix F. Comparisons of Models Considered for Estimating Detection, Passage, and Survival

Probabilities of Juvenile Chinook Salmon Released Near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December 2012 . 62
Appendix G. Single-Release Estimates of Reach-Specific Survival of Treatment and Control Groups

Used to Estimate Relative Survival of Fish Passing Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December 2012........... 64

il



Figures
Figure 1. Cross-section of the temperature control tower at Cougar Dam, Oregon, showing the

regulating outlet (RO) PASSAQE TOULE........c.ceiiiiiii ettt 4
Figure 2. Schematic of release locations and radio-telemetry-antenna sites (circles) near Cougar Dam,

Oregon, during the November and December 2012 SIUAIES ...........cvriiiiericerse s 8
Figure 3. Photographs of fish release systems for the treatment (left) and control (right) groups at

COUGAr DM, OFBGON ...ttt 9
Figure 4. Schematic of study area showing radio-telemetry detection sites downstream of Cougar Dam,

Oregon, used during the November and December 2012 STUAIES ........vovvvviiririiirisccceeeece e 10
Figure 5. Schematic of the Route Specific Survival Model structure used to estimate detection, passage, and
SUIVIVAl PrOD@DIIIEIES ...ttt ettt et ss et et se st ebese s tebenn s eeenan 14
Figure 6. Graphs showing environmental conditions at Cougar Dam, Oregon, during the November and

DECEMDET 2012 STUIES. ...ttt s e e e et e s n e s e s 17
Figure 7. Graph showing hour of known dam passage of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon released in

Cougar Reservoir, Oregon, November and December 2012.........cooviirrreerseees e 19
Figure 8. Graphs showing dam passage timing of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon released into

Cougar Reservoir, Oregon, during the November and December 2012 study periods. ..........cccoeeevvveriririrererireenrene, 20
Figure 9. Graphs showing travel time distributions of the three release groups from release to first

detection at the HOPS FaMM SItE ........cuiiieiccee e st 21
Figure 10. Graphs showing travel time distributions of control and treatment groups of radio-tagged juvenile
Chinook salmon released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November 6-10, 2012..........cccooviieiinnccenrneeen, 25
Figure 11. Graphs showing site-specific daily passage percentages of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon
released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November 6—10, 2012 ..o 26
Figure 12. Graphs showing travel time distributions of control and treatment groups of radio-tagged juvenile
Chinook salmon released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, December 18-22, 2012...........ccoeeeecieieiciereisriieeeceeee, 28
Figure 13. Graphs showing site-specific daily passage percentages of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon
released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, December 18-22, 2012 ........c.coueeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 29

Figure 14. Graphs showing estimates and 95-percent confidence intervals of unadjusted reach-specific
relative survival of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November

ANA DECEMDET 2012 ...ttt 30
Figure 15. Graph showing regulating outlet (RO) fish passage efficiency curve for juvenile Chinook salmon at
Cougar Dam, Oregon, based on the available data. ...........ccceenii e 35

v



Tables

Table 1. Summary of radio-telemetry deteCtion SIHES ..........ccvrriiiiie e 11
Table 2. Summary of dam passage percentages of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon released into the
reservoir and into the temperature control tower at Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December 2012........... 20
Table 3. Comparisons of models with and without effects of tagger on estimates of survival of radio-tagged

juvenile Chinook salmon released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December 2012 ............ccccoeeuenene. 23
Table 4. Results of Wilcoxon tests comparing distributions of travel times (days) of treatment and control

groups of fish released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November 6—10, 2012..........cooovoirrrrnrrseeeere e 24
Table 5. Results of Wilcoxon tests comparing distributions of travel times (days) of treatment and control

groups of fish released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, December 18-22, 2012.........c.coovovorrrrrreeeeeeee e 27
Table 6. Estimates of route-specific passage probabilities of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon released at
Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December 2012.........ccviiiiiiiiicsss e 32
Table 7. Estimates of relative reach-specific survival probabilities of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook

salmon passing through the regulating outlet at Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December 2012............... 34
Table 8. Summary of test conditions of studies of passage survival through the regulating outlet at

COUGAr DM, OFBGON ...ttt bbbt 38



Conversion Factors and Datum

Conversion Factors
Inch/Pound to SI

Multiply By To obtain
foot (ft) 0.3048 meter (m)
cubic foot (ft°) 0.02832 cubic meter (m’)
cubic foot per second (ft*/s) 0.02832 cubic meter per second (m’/s)

SI to Inch/Pound

Multiply By To obtain
millimeter (mm) 0.03937 inch (in.)
kilometer (km) 0.6214 mile (mi)
kilometer (km) 0.5400 mile, nautical (nmi)
liter (L) 0.2642 gallon (gal)
gram (g) 0.03527 ounce, avoirdupois (0z)

Temperature in degrees Celsius (°C) may be converted to degrees Fahrenheit (°F) as follows:
°F=(1.8x°C)+32.

Datum

Vertical coordinate information is referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 (NGVD29).

Elevation, as used in this report, refers to distance above the vertical datum.

vi



Passage and Survival Probabilities of Juvenile Chinook
Salmon at Cougar Dam, Oregon, 2012

By John W. Beeman, Scott D. Evans, Philip V. Haner, Hal C. Hansel, Amy C. Hansen, Collin D. Smith, and Jamie
M. Sprando

Abstract

This report describes studies of juvenile-salmon dam passage and apparent survival at Cougar
Dam, Oregon, during two operating conditions in 2012. Cougar Dam is a 158-meter tall rock-fill dam
used primarily for flood control, and passes water through a temperature control tower to either a
powerhouse penstock or to a regulating outlet (RO). The temperature control tower has moveable weir
gates to enable water of different elevations and temperatures to be drawn through the dam to control
water temperatures downstream. A series of studies of downstream dam passage of juvenile salmonids
were begun after the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration determined that Cougar Dam
was impacting the viability of anadromous fish stocks. The primary objectives of the studies described
in this report were to estimate the route-specific fish passage probabilities at the dam and to estimate the
survival probabilities of fish passing through the RO. The first set of dam operating conditions, studied
in November, consisted of (1) a mean reservoir elevation of 1,589 feet, (2) water entering the
temperature control tower through the weir gates, (3) most water routed through the turbines during the
day and through the RO during the night, and (4) mean RO gate openings of 1.2 feet during the day and
3.2 feet during the night. The second set of dam operating conditions, studied in December, consisted of
(1) a mean reservoir elevation of 1,507 ft, (2) water entering the temperature control tower through the
RO bypass, (3) all water passing through the RO, and (4) mean RO gate openings of 7.3 feet during the
day and 7.5 feet during the night. The studies were based on juvenile Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha) surgically implanted with radio transmitters and passive integrated transponder (PIT) tags.
Inferences about general dam passage percentage and timing of volitional migrants were based on
surface-acclimated fish released in the reservoir. Dam passage and apparent survival probabilities were
estimated using the Route-Specific-Survival Model with data from surface-acclimated fish released near
the water surface directly upstream of the temperature control tower (treatment group) and slightly
downstream of the dam (control group). In this study, apparent survival is the joint probability of
surviving and migrating through the study area during the life of the transmitters.

Two rearing groups were used to enable sufficient sample sizes for the studies. The groups
differed in feed type, and for the December study only, the rearing location. Fish from each group were
divided nearly equally among all combinations of release sites, release times, and surgeons. The sizes,
travel times, and survivals of the two rearing groups were similar. There were statistical differences in
fish lengths and travel times of the two groups, but they were small and likely were not biologically
meaningful. There also was evidence of a difference in single-release estimates of survival between the
rearing groups during the December study, but the differences had little effect on the relative survival
estimates so the analyses of passage and survival were based on data from the rearing groups pooled.



Conditions during the December study were more conducive to passing volitionally migrating
fish than conditions during the November study. The passage percentage of the fish released in the
reservoir was similar between studies (about 70 percent), but the passage occurred in a median of 1.0
day during the December study and a median of 9.3 days during the November study. More than 93
percent of the dam passage of volitionally migrating fish occurred at night during each study. This
finding corroborates results of previous studies at Cougar Dam and suggests that the operating
conditions at night are most important to volitionally migrating fish, given the current configuration of
the dam.

Most fish released near the temperature control tower passed through the RO. A total of 92.2
percent of the treatment group passed through the RO during the November study and the RO was the
only route open during the December study.

The assumptions of the survival model were either met or adjusted for during each study. There
was little evidence that tagger skill or premature failure of radio transmitters had an effect on survival
estimates. There were statistically significant differences in travel times between treatment and control
groups through several of the river reaches they had in common, but the differences were typically only
a few hours, and the two groups likely experienced the same in-river conditions. There was direct
evidence of bias due to detection of euthanized fish with live transmitters released as part of the study
design. The bias was ameliorated by adjusting the survival estimates for the probability of detecting
dead fish with live transmitters, which reduced the estimated survival probabilities by about 0.02.

The data and models indicated that the treatment effect was not fully expressed until the study
reach terminating with Marshall Island Park on the Willamette River, a distance of 105.8 kilometers
downstream of Cougar Dam. This was the first reach in which the 95-percent confidence interval of the
estimated reach-specific relative survival overlapped 1.0, indicating similar survival of treatment and
control groups. The median travel time of the treatment group from release to Marshall Island Park was
1.64 days during the November study and 1.36 days during the December study.

The survival probability of fish that passed into the RO was greater during the December study
than during the November study. The relative survival probability of fish passing through the RO was
0.4594 (standard error [SE] 0.0543) during the November study and 0.7389 (SE 0.1160) during the
December study. These estimates represent relative survival probabilities from release near Cougar Dam
to the Marshall Island site.

The estimated survival probability of RO passage was lower than previous studies based on
balloon and PIT tags, but higher than a similar study based on radio transmitters. We suggest that, apart
from dam operations, the differences in survival primarily are due to the release location. We
hypothesize that the balloon- and PIT-tagged fish released through a hose at a point near the RO gate
opening experienced more benign conditions than the radio-tagged fish passing the RO volitionally.
This hypothesis could be tested with further study. An alternative hypothesis is that some live fish
remained within the study area beyond the life of their radio transmitter.

The results from these and previous studies indicate that entrainment and survival of juvenile
salmonids passing Cougar Dam varies with dam operating conditions. The condition most conducive to
dam passage has been the discharge and low pool elevation condition tested during December 2012.
That condition included large RO gate openings and was the condition with the highest dam passage
survival.



Introduction

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) operates the Willamette Project (Project) located
in western Oregon. The Project includes 13 dams, about 68 km of revetments, and several fish
hatcheries. The dams, including Cougar Dam, are located on tributaries of the Willamette River. The
primary purpose of the Project is flood control, but it also is operated to provide hydroelectricity,
irrigation water, navigation, instream flows for wildlife, and recreation. A recent Biological Opinion
determined that the Project jeopardizes the sustainability of anadromous fish stocks in the Willamette
River Basin (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2008).

Cougar Dam is a 158-m-tall rock-fill dam on the South Fork of the McKenzie River, located
about 63 km east of Springfield, Oregon. The dam, completed in 1964, is owned and operated by the
USACE. It has a hydraulic capacity of 1,050 ft*/s and two Francis turbine units capable of generating a
total of 25 megawatts. The dam also has a spillway with 2 Tainter gates, and a temperature control
tower installed in 2005 that passes water to a flow-regulating outlet (RO) and to a powerhouse penstock
through a common wet well. The reservoir primarily is used for flood control, and as such, the forebay
elevation is maintained at high elevations during summer months and low elevations during winter
months. Maximum conservation-pool elevation of 1,690 ft typically is reached in May, and the normal
minimum flood-control pool elevation of 1,532 ft is usually reached in December.

Juvenile salmon migrating downstream pass through the temperature control tower. The
temperature control tower allows the use of water from various depths in the forebay to provide water
temperatures suitable for salmon in areas downstream of the dam. All water passing through the dam
enters the temperature control tower and passes to the tailrace either through the RO at a centerline
elevation of 1,485.0 ft, or through the powerhouse penstock intake at a centerline elevation of 1,424.8 ft.
At water elevations of 1,571.0 ft or greater, water passes over or between weir gates into the wet well of
the temperature control tower and then through the RO or the penstock (fig. 1). At elevations lower than
1,571.0 ft, water can pass into the wet well through either the RO bypass gate (centerline elevation
1,488.5 ft) or the penstock bypass gate (centerline elevation 1,429.0 ft). A fish ladder and trapping
facility are used to collect adult salmon in the tailrace for transportation upstream and provide a means
of upstream passage for adult salmon. There is currently no passage route designed for downstream
passage of juvenile salmon.
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Figure 1. Cross-section of the temperature control tower at Cougar Dam, Oregon, showing the regulating outlet
(RO) passage route. Horizontal lines indicate approximate average reservoir elevations during the release dates of
the November (solid line) and December (dashed line) study periods. Schematic from U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

The 2008 Willamette Biological Opinion requires improvements to operations and structures to
reduce impacts on Upper Willamette River (UWR) Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) and
UWR steelhead (O. mykiss) (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2008). Among these
improvements is a requirement to provide safe downstream passage for juvenile salmonids, a goal that
may be achieved through operational or structural alternatives. Information about the probabilities of
fish passage and survival through the RO and penstock routes during various dam operating conditions
can be used to inform decisions about downstream passage alternatives.



Several important factors affecting dam passage rates at Cougar Dam have been identified. A
study of fish implanted with acoustic transmitters and released near the head of the reservoir showed
that dam passage was positively related to diel period and dam discharge and negatively related to
reservoir elevation (Beeman and others, 2013). Volitional dam passage rates at night were about nine
times greater than during the day. As such, the greatest dam passage rates occurred at night during high
discharge and low pool elevation. Data from radio-tagged fish released near the water surface at the
temperature control tower corroborate the preponderance of night passage through the RO (Beeman and
others, 2012).

Most studies have shown differences in passage survival through the two routes at Cougar Dam.
In one study, fish tagged with a Hi-Z Turb-N-tag® (balloon tag) and a radio transmitter were used to
estimate the paired-release direct survival of yearling Chinook salmon of hatchery origin during several
dam operating conditions (Normandeau and Associates, Inc., 2010). The preliminary estimates of
survival 48-h post-passage ranged from 36.4 to 42.4 percent for fish passing through the powerhouse,
and 84.6 to 88.3 percent for fish passing through the RO, depending on the operating conditions. The
highest survival through the RO was at the larger of the two gate openings tested (3.7 ft). Monzyk and
others (2011) estimated passage survival based on fish with passive integrated transponder (PIT) tags,
and reported survival estimates for the RO route similar to those of the balloon-tagged fish and survival
estimates for the powerhouse route greater than those of the balloon-tagged fish. Duncan (2011) passed
sensor packages through the two routes and found more severe conditions within the powerhouse route
than in the RO route, corroborating the results described by Normandeau and Associates, Inc. (2010)
and Monzyk and others (2011). In November 2011, Beeman and others (2012) estimated that dam
passage single-release survival of radio-tagged subyearling Chinook salmon from entry into the
temperature control tower to detection at a site 3 km downstream was 0.3860 for fish passing through
the powerhouse and 0.4247 for fish passing through the RO (expressed as probabilities rather than
percentages). Based on these studies, novel dam operations were tested at Cougar Dam in 2012 in an
effort to increase downstream passage probabilities and survival of juvenile Chinook salmon.

This report describes two studies conducted in 2012 designed to further examine the effects of
dam operating conditions on fish passage and survival. The dam operating conditions differed during
the two studies and were chosen based on evidence indicating greater survival and a preponderance of
night passage through the RO route. The first study was conducted in November to estimate passage and
survival probabilities during conditions of a high proportion of RO discharge during the night and a
high proportion of powerhouse discharge during the day. These conditions enabled use of the
powerhouse to generate electricity with the expectation of high passage rates at the RO and low passage
rates at the powerhouse resulting in a survival advantage over previous operating conditions tested. The
second was conducted in December at a reservoir elevation lower than the minimum required for
operation of the powerhouse, which enabled all water to pass through the RO through the RO bypass
gate and a large opening of the RO regulating gate. This condition was expected to result in high
passage survival and a high probability of passing fish residing in the reservoir. The primary objectives
of the studies were to estimate the passage probabilities through the available routes at Cougar Dam and
to estimate the survival of fish passing through the RO. A secondary objective was to estimate reach-
specific survival downstream from Cougar Dam to determine how long it took for the dam-passage
effects to be fully expressed. As a tertiary objective, the study design also enabled estimates of the
route-specific passage probabilities and the detection probability of the PIT detection system at Leaburg
Dam on the McKenzie River downstream.



Methods

Dam Operations and Environmental Conditions

Powerhouse discharge, RO discharge, forebay elevation, head over the temperature control
tower weir gates, and water temperature data were summarized for November and December study
periods to document the environmental conditions that the study fish experienced. Hourly powerhouse
discharge, RO discharge, and forebay elevation data were obtained from the USACE website
http.//www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/perl/dataquery.pl?k=id: CGR. Hourly temperature data were
obtained from the USACE website Attp.//www.nwd-
we.usace.army.mil/tmt/documents/ops/temp/string by project.html. Weir elevation and RO gate
opening data were provided by the USACE.

Fish Capture, Handling, Tagging, and Release

The data described in this report were collected from subyearling Chinook salmon implanted
with radio transmitters and PIT tags. The tagged fish were of hatchery origin and were from the Wild
Fish Surrogate project conducted by Oregon State University (Corvallis, Oregon). The fish were
progeny of hatchery spring Chinook salmon that returned to the North Santiam River, Oregon, in the
fall of 2011. The fish were fed either Abernathy Diet or Wild Chinook Grower Diet. Fish from each of
the two diet groups were used in nearly equal numbers during each study period because there were not
enough fish in either group for both study periods. Fish used in the November study were reared at the
Fish Performance and Genetics Laboratory in Corvallis, Oregon. For the December study, fish fed
Abernathy Diet were reared at the Fish Performance and Genetics Laboratory and fish fed Wild
Chinook Grower Diet were reared at the Oregon Hatchery Research Center in Alsea, Oregon. Fish from
the two combinations of feed type and rearing site will hereafter be called rearing group A (Abernathy
Diet) and rearing group B (Wild Chinook Grower Diet).

The study fish were transported from the two rearing locations to Leaburg Hatchery in Leaburg,
Oregon, about 2 weeks prior to the studies. For each study, about 900 hatchery Chinook salmon
transported to the hatchery were placed in one of two outside circular ponds based on their rearing
group. The ponds were supplied with flowing McKenzie River water. Once daily during November 4—8
and December 16-20, 2012, Chinook salmon of each rearing group were netted from the ponds, placed
in separate 264 L transport tanks, and taken to the tagging site at the Cougar Dam adult fish facility. The
fish remained in the tanks from 19.6 to 29.3 h prior to tagging during the November study and from
18.5 to 28.7 h during the December study. The same two taggers implanted radio transmitters and PIT
tags during the November and December studies. The fish from the various release and rearing groups
were divided nearly evenly between the two taggers each day.

The recommendations from the Surgical Protocol Steering Committee (2011) were followed in
all aspects of fish holding, tagging, and releasing procedures. Tag implantation and fish recovery were
completed at the Cougar Dam adult fish facility. Fish were considered suitable for tagging if they were
free of major injuries, had no external signs of gas bubble trauma, major fin damage or fungus, were
less than or equal to 20 percent descaled, had no visible signs of disease or deformities, and were not
previously tagged with acoustic transmitters or PIT tags. In addition to these guidelines, we rejected fish
over 180 mm fork length to better represent the size of wild fish in Cougar Reservoir during the fall. To
implant the tag, fish were anesthetized using buffered tricane methane sulfonate (MS-222, Argent
Chemical Laboratories, Redmond, Washington) at a concentration of 100—150 mg/L, depending on
water temperatures. Fork length and weight were measured for every fish immediately prior to surgery.


http://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/perl/dataquery.pl?k=id:CGR
http://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/tmt/documents/ops/temp/string_by_project.html
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All weighing, measuring, and containment equipment were treated with a 0.25 mL/L concentration of
Stress Coat (Aquarium Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Chalfont, Pennsylvania) to reduce handling-related stress
to the fish through electrolyte loss. Fish were placed in a 19 L perforated recovery bucket filled with 7 L
of river water immediately after surgery. Dissolved oxygen levels were maintained between 80 and 110
percent of saturation during recovery. Each recovery bucket held up to three fish. Fish were watched
periodically during the first 10 minutes after surgery to ensure they recovered from anesthesia.
Recovery buckets were then fitted with numbered lids and placed in a raceway provided with flowing
river water, where fish were held for 20.0 to 27.3 h prior to release in November and 18.6 to 27.7 h in
December. The recovery buckets were floated in the raceway using rubber bicycle inner tubes fastened
near the top to allow fish access to air in order to adjust their buoyancy (Fried and others, 1976).
Throughout the entire tagging process, water quality was monitored in all transport tanks, pre-tag
holding tanks, and the recovery raceway to ensure compliance with the Surgical Protocols Steering
Committee (2011) guidelines.

The tagged fish were released twice daily at three release sites on each of 5 consecutive days
during each study period (November 6—10 and December 18-22, 2012). The three different release sites
were located (A) in the reservoir about 0.8 km upstream of the dam, (B) within a few meters of the
upstream face of the temperature control tower, and (C) in the tailrace 0.2 km downstream of the dam
(fig. 2). These groups will hereafter be called the reservoir, treatment, and control groups. Fish were
released beginning at about 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. on each date. The treatment group was released
near the middle temperature control tower trash rack (over the east RO gate) during the November study
and near the RO bypass gate during the December study. To prepare for fish release, the recovery
buckets were removed from the raceway, inspected for mortalities and functioning radio transmitters,
and transferred into an insulated 1,556 L plastic tank. Two tanks were mounted on a flatbed trailer with
lids to limit the amount of water spilling during transport. Each tank was filled about 50 percent with
river water, and the fish recovery buckets were added and driven to either the boat ramp at the earthen
dam, or along the riverbank slightly downstream of the convergence of the powerhouse and RO tailraces
for release. The reservoir and treatment groups were transferred at the boat ramp from the insulated
transport tanks onto a boat where they were driven to their release locations. The reservoir group was
released by partially submerging the buckets in the reservoir and gently tipping them over. The
treatment fish were taken to a floating platform secured at the southeastern corner of the temperature
control tower and released by gently pouring the recovery bucket contents into a conical-bottom tank
provided with flowing reservoir water connected to 9.1 m of 7.6 cm-diameter polyvinyl-chloride (PVC)
pipe that terminated about 1 m deep in front of the middle trash rack (fig. 3). The control group was
released into a tank and pipe system similar to that used for the treatment fish, except the PVC pipe was
12.2 m long and the fish exited the pipe about 0.3 m above the water surface. There also were 25
euthanized Chinook salmon with live radio and PIT tags released in the tailrace during each study to test
one of the survival model assumptions (see section “Estimating Passage, Detection, and Survival
Probabilities”). Water quality measurements were recorded at all release locations prior to release to
ensure the water temperature difference between the recovery bucket and the reservoir was not greater
than 2°C, which would require tempering per the Surgical Protocols Steering Committee (2011).
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Figure 2. Schematic of release locations and radio-telemetry-antenna sites (circles) near Cougar Dam, Oregon,
during the November and December 2012 studies.



Figure 3. Photographs of fish release systems for the treatment (left) and control (right) groups at Cougar Dam,
Oregon. Photographs by John W. Beeman, U.S. Geological Survey.

Radio Transmitters

The studies were based on data from detections of the implanted radio transmitters and PIT tags.
The radio transmitters used in this study had dimensions in millimeters of 10 long x 5 wide % 3 deep;
mass (g) = 0.31 in air, and they had a 16-cm trailing antenna (Lotek Wireless model NTQ-2,
Newmarket, Ontario, Canada). Typical transmitter life, as stated by the manufacturer, was expected to
be about 31 days given the transmission intervals of 4.8, 4.9, 5.0, 5.1, or 5.2 seconds. Several
transmission intervals were used to increase the probability of detection if many transmitters were in the
same detection field together. The transmitters were nearly equally divided among operating frequencies
of 166.300, 166.340, 166.360, and 166.380 MHz and emitted pulse-coded transmissions. A 12 mm long
full-duplex PIT tag weighing 0.10 g was placed inside the body cavity along with the radio transmitter
to enable detection at any of the pre-existing PIT detectors operated by other entities downstream of
Cougar Dam.



Radio-Telemetry Detection Systems

Radio-telemetry receiving systems were installed at several sites between the forebay of Cougar
Dam and the Willamette River near its confluence with the Santiam River (fig. 4). The sites were
chosen to divide the study area into logical reaches based on confluences of major rivers and specific
areas of interest (for example, Leaburg Dam) and to be consistent with sites used by Beeman and others
(2012) where possible. The distances between the sites ranged from 0.2 to 106.8 km (table 1). Most sites
consisted of at least one 3-element Yagi aerial antenna providing a single balanced input into one or
more narrow-band receivers (Evans and Stevenson, 2012; table 1). The narrow-band receivers were
Lotek Wireless models SRX-400 or SRX-600 (Newmarket, Ontario, Canada). Narrow-band receivers
scanned each of the four frequencies for 5.6 seconds on a repeating cycle. Antennas inside the
temperature control tower and the site in the fish bypass at Leaburg Dam were underwater stripped-
coaxial-cable types (Beeman and others, 2004) providing at each site a single balanced input to a wide-
band receiver scanning all frequencies simultaneously (model Orion, Sigma8, Newmarket, Ontario,
Canada). The receiver inside the temperature control tower was changed to a narrow-band type shortly
after the start of the November study. Detection systems in the tailraces of Cougar Dam and Leaburg
Dam as well as the furthest downstream site (Hops Farm) were ‘double array’ systems providing two
independent detection systems with which to estimate detection probabilities for each passage route, or
at the final detection array.
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Figure 4. Schematic of study area showing radio-telemetry detection sites downstream of Cougar Dam, Oregon,
used during the November and December 2012 studies.
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Table 1. Summary of radio-telemetry detection sites.

[Spatial coordinates of the sites are listed in appendix A. na, not applicable]

Kilometers from

Site Cougar
Site No. Site name upstream Dam
1 Forebay na -0.2
2 Inside Temperature Control tower 0.2 0.0
3 Powerhouse tailrace' 0.5 0.5
4 Regulating outlet tailrace' 0.5 0.5
5 South Fork McKenzie River at Aufderheide Road Bridge 3.0 3.5
6 McKenzie River near South Fork McKenzie River 5.5 9.1
7 McKenzie River at Leaburg Dam 31.1 40.2
8 Willamette River at Marshall Island Park 65.6 105.8
9 Willamette River at Rogue Hops Farm 106.8 212.6

' Approximate distance from temperature control tower.

Passive Integrated Transponder-Tag Detection System at Leaburg Dam

The full-duplex PIT-detection system in the screened smolt-bypass channel at Leaburg Dam is
on the western side of the McKenzie River slightly downstream of Leaburg Dam and consists of three
coils. The site is owned and operated by the Eugene Water and Electric Board. PIT-tagged fish may be
detected automatically at the series of three PIT coils in the bypass or by manually scanning fish
collected in a rotary screw trap mounted inside the bypass. The trap is operated periodically by Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) staff. Further information about the site is available at
http.//www.ptagis.org/sites/interrogation-site-metadata under the site code LEA.

Data Management and Analysis

Removing False-Positive Records

Records from the radio-telemetry receivers suspected of being false-positive detections were
removed prior to analysis. False-positive detections are those that indicate presence of a transmitter
when it is not present and are possible in all telemetry systems. Common causes of false-positive
detections are overlapping transmissions of multiple transmitters creating a pattern of another
transmitter, and ambient noise doing the same, with or without the presence of telemetry transmitters.
Several commonly used steps were implemented to reduce the probability of false-positive detections in
the data (Skalski and others, 2002; Beeman and Perry, 2012). The series of steps we used were similar
to those of “Method B” described by Beeman and Perry (2012), and were chosen to minimize the
number of spatiotemporal errors requiring human intervention and the number of true positives
removed. First, only records from transmitters released as part of the study occurring after their time of
release were retained. Second, only records within the maximum empirically determined transmitter life
were retained. A transmitter life of 73 days was used, based on results of the transmitter life tests from
the November study, because the transmitter life test from the December study was not complete until
April 2013. Third, a minimum received power threshold equal to the 75th percentile of receiver-specific
received power of false positive records (those not consistent with the first step) over the study period
was applied. Fourth, a criterion of a minimum number of sequential detections (detections of sequential
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tag transmissions) was applied. This step was similar to methods C—E in Beeman and Perry (2012), but
was modified for use with narrow-band receivers. During the November study, the minimum number of
sequential detections for a valid record was 2, except for the Cougar Dam and Leaburg Dam tailraces
and Cougar Dam forebay sites (minimum number of 3) and the site inside the temperature control tower
(minimum number of 4). During the December study, the minimum number of sequential detections for
a valid record was 2, except for the Aufderheide Bridge site (minimum number of 3), and the site inside
the temperature control tower (minimum number of 4). A greater number of consecutive records were
required at sites with more ambient noise.

Assigning Route and Time of Passage

The route of passage was assigned based on the location and time of the first detection of fish at
the radio-telemetry arrays immediately downstream of Cougar or Leaburg Dams. Fish that were not
detected by radio-telemetry arrays in the Cougar Dam tailraces but were captured in rotary-screw traps
in the tailraces were not assigned a passage route based on the trap location, because Beeman and others
(2012) found that some radio-tagged fish moved between tailraces prior to traveling downstream, which
indicated that capture in a trap was not an absolute measure of their route of passage. Fish detected in
the fish bypass at Leaburg Dam were always assigned that route of passage even if they also were
detected with the antennas at the spillway, because underwater antennas in the bypass have very short
ranges compared to the aerial antennas at the spillway.

Estimating Travel Times

The time elapsed between and among detection sites was described using the Kaplan-Meier
survivorship function (Hosmer and Lemeshow, 1999). The travel time between any two detection sites
was estimated as the time from the last detection at the upstream site to the first detection at the
downstream site. The survivorship function of a variable T is defined as

S(t) =Pr{T>1}, (1)

where T is a random variable with a probability distribution, denoting an event time for an individual. If
the event of interest is passing a particular site, the survivorship function gives the probability of not
passing the site after time z. As such, the median time occurs when the survivorship function equals 0.5.
In the absence of censoring, the survivorship function represents the proportion of the population that
has not experienced an event (for example, passing a site). Examining the survivorship function can be
useful to describe the timing of events as well as the proportion of the population still at risk of the
event at different points in time. To estimate multiple-reach travel times, incomplete detection histories
were right censored at the last time of detection at the nearest upstream site.

Estimating Passage, Detection, and Survival Probabilities

Cormack-Jolly-Seber (CJS) mark-recapture methods were used to estimate passage, detection,
and survival probabilities (Cormack, 1964; Jolly, 1965; Seber, 1965). Detection of a tagged animal is
the product of the probability of presence and the probability of detection, so these parameters must be
separately estimated. The Route-Specific Survival Model (RSSM) of Skalski and others (2002) was
used to estimate passage, detection, and survival parameters of interest. Parameters of interest and
profile-likelihood confidence intervals were estimated using maximum-likelihood techniques with the
User-Specified Estimation Routine software (version 4.7.0, Powell’s Direction Set optimizer; Lady and
Skalski, 2009).
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The paired-release design was used to estimate survival. The term “paired-release” refers to the

use of one or more releases of fish made at two locations to enable a paired, or “relative” survival of a
treatment and control group. The goal of relative survival estimates is typically to restrict the area of
inference to the spatial area between release of the treatment and control group and also as a means to
control for tag and handling effects (Burnham and others, 1987). A schematic of the model structure is
in figure 5.

Survival and detection probabilities from the RSSM are subject to 11 assumptions. The

assumptions as described by Skalski and others (2002) are:

1.

10.
11.

Individuals marked for the study are a representative sample from the population of interest.
Survival and capture probabilities are not affected by tagging or sampling. That is, tagged
animals have the same survival probabilities as untagged animals.

All sampling events are “instantaneous.” That is, sampling occurs over a negligible distance
relative to the length of the intervals between sampling events.

The fate of each tagged individual is independent of the fate of all others.

All tagged individuals alive at a sampling location have the same probability of downstream
survival.

All tagged individuals alive at a sampling location have the same probability of being detected.
All tags are correctly identified and the status of smolt (that is, alive or dead) is correctly
assessed.

Survival in the lower river segments is conditionally independent of survival in the upper river
segments.

Both the upstream and downstream release groups within a paired release experience the same
survival probability in the segment of the river that they travel together.

Routes taken by the radio-tagged fish through the project are known without error.

Detection in the primary and secondary antenna arrays within a passage route is independent.

Assumption 1 states the study animals should represent the animals of interest. In these studies,

we used juvenile Chinook salmon from the Wild Fish Surrogate project, which were similar in size to
wild fish in the reservoir.
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Figure 5. Schematic of the Route Specific Survival Model structure used to estimate detection, passage, and
survival probabilities. PH is Cougar Dam powerhouse, RO is Cougar Dam regulating outlet at Leaburg Bypass, RT
is radio- telemetry detector, and PIT is passive integrated transponder detector. Pr indicates passage probabilities,
P indicates detection probabilities, S indicates survival probabilities. Ro, R1, and Rz denote reservoir, treatment, and
control group release sites, respectively. Dashed travel paths indicate route-specific detection and survival
parameters based on passage route at Cougar Dam that were omitted for clarity. All parameters are duplicated for
day and night operating periods at Cougar Dam. Not to scale.
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Assumptions 2, 7, and 9 were formally examined. Assumption 2 is about tag and handling
effects and was assessed by examining the data for differences in single-release survival estimates of
fish tagged by each of the two taggers using Program MARK (White and Burnham, 1999). Support of
models describing hypotheses of (a) tagger effects and (b) no tagger effects were assessed using the
Akaike Information Criterion (Burnham and Anderson, 2002). The log-link function was used in these
models. Assumption 7 was assessed by releasing euthanized fish with live transmitters at the control
release site to test for false positives (detecting dead fish with live transmitters downstream) and by
comparing transmitter lives to fish travel times to test for false negatives (premature transmitter failure).
Violations of this assumption from false positives can be overcome by omitting the offending detection
site and those upstream (Beeman and others, 2010), or by adjusting the estimated survival for the
probability of detecting a dead fish with a live transmitter (Skalski and others, 2013b). The probability
of false negatives was assessed by empirically determined transmitter lives and comparing them to fish
travel times to estimate the probability of a transmitter functioning while the fish were in the study area
using methods of Townsend and others (2006). Assumption 9 was examined by (a) comparing travel
times and migration timing of control and treatment groups at each detection site, and (b) estimating the
95-percent confidence interval of reach-specific relative survival. The assumption was deemed to be
satisfied for a study reach based on the latter criterion when the estimated 95-percent confidence
interval of the reach-specific relative survival overlapped 1.0. The remaining assumptions generally are
met in most studies using active tags. For example, Assumptions 3, 5, 10, and 11 are typically met due
to the passive nature and large ranges common to radio telemetry.

The survival estimated in this and other studies in which the fate of animals is not directly
observed is termed “apparent survival” (Burnham and others, 1987). Apparent survival is the probability
that an animal remains available for recapture, or more specifically “detection,” in the context of this
study. In this study, it is the joint probability that the animal is alive and migrates through the study
area. As such, fish that leave the study area undetected and do not return, stop migrating downstream
during the life of their transmitters, or whose tags stop transmitting before they travel through the entire
study area are counted as mortalities. Hereafter the term “survival” in this report refers to apparent
survival.

Summarized detection histories make up the basic input for the mark-recapture model and are
used in the estimation procedure. In general, the passage, detection, and survival probabilities are
derived by estimating the probability of each possible detection from the observed frequencies of each
detection history, and using maximum-likelihood methods to find parameter estimates of survival,
passage, and detection probabilities that are most likely to occur, given the observed data. The RSSM
uses a primary likelihood to estimate survival and passage probabilities and auxiliary likelihoods to
estimate independent route-specific detection probabilities. The auxiliary likelihoods are based on
detections at a primary and secondary detection array in each tailrace of Cougar Dam, the tailrace of
Leaburg Dam, and at the farthest downstream site (Hops Farm), commonly referred to as a ‘double
array.” Alternatively, route-specific detection probabilities may be estimated for one route using CJS
methods based on detections downstream while the other routes are estimated using the auxiliary
likelihoods. The detection probabilities at sites downstream of the Cougar Dam tailraces were assumed
to be equal for fish from the two rearing groups and those passing the spillway or bypass at Leaburg
Dam were assumed to be equal downstream of Leaburg Dam. Model selection uncertainty was assessed
by comparing competing models of survival, passage, and detection probabilities due to the large
number of potential parameters given the various routes, dams, rearing groups, and detection sites
(Burnham and Anderson, 2002; Skalski and others, 2013a).
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Results

Several fish were omitted prior to analysis. These included 26 from the November study and 20
from the December study that were collected in the ODFW RO tailrace screw trap and then examined
non-lethally by USGS personnel for any maladies. Of the 26 Chinook salmon from the November study,
three had hemorrhaged eyes and one was dead upon ODFW staff arrival at the trap. Three of the 20
Chinook salmon collected for the December study had damage to an operculum, three had hemorrhaged
eyes or bodily injury, one was descaled and one was dead upon ODFW staff arrival at the trap. The fish
examined were released into the tailrace, but were not included in analyses of passage and survival
probabilities.

Fish Capture, Handling, Tagging, and Release

A total of 788 hatchery tagged Chinook salmon were released from November 6 to 10, 2012, and
718 were released from December 18 to 22, 2012, not counting the fish examined from the screw traps
in the Cougar Dam RO tailrace. The allocation of effort among taggers as well as the numbers, sizes,
and release times of the fish released are summarized in appendix B. The allocation of effort between
taggers among the various release dates, times, rearing groups, and release sites was nearly equal. The
fish released during the November study averaged 148.2 mm in fork length (FL; range 105—179 mm)
and 35.7 g in weight (range 12.7-68.6 g). The fish released during the December study averaged 160.9
in FL (range 112—-180 mm) and 44.4 g in weight (range 15.2—72.3 g). The tag burden based on the 0.41
g combined weight of the radio transmitter and PIT tag ranged from 0.6 to 3.2 percent with an average
of 1.2 percent in the November study and ranged from 0.6 to 2.7 percent with an average of 1.0 percent
in the December study. During the November study, 2.5 percent of the fish available were rejected from
tagging, and 0.7 percent of the total was due to fish being greater than 180 mm FL. In the December
study, 17.4 percent of the fish available were rejected from tagging and 15.2 percent of the total was due
to fish being larger than 180 mm FL. There were no mortalities in the pre-tag or post-tag holding
periods. The 25 euthanized tagged fish released during the November study had an average FL of 150.1
mm (range 127-174 mm) and an average weight of 36.3 g (range 21.7-56.2 g). The 25 euthanized
tagged fish released during the December study had an average FL of 155.8 mm (range 124—180 mm)
and an average weight of 41.4 g (range 19.6-64.6 g).

Fish sizes were similar among release sites, treatment and controls groups, and live versus
euthanized fish groups, but they differed between rearing groups and study periods. Results of two-way
General Linear Models (GLM) of release group and study period indicated there was no significant
difference in FL between reservoir, treatment, and control groups in either study period (P = 0.9461),
but the FL at tagging of those released in November was smaller than those released in December (P<
0.0001). The FLs of fish sacrificed prior to release and those of the treatment and control fish released
alive were not significantly different (two-way GLM, P = 0.4268). Fish from the two rearing groups
differed slightly in FL at tagging in each of the study periods and had similar travel times and survivals.
Comparisons of the fish from the two rearing groups are described in appendix C.

Environmental Conditions

The environmental conditions during each study period were summarized over two time periods.
This was required because the fish released in the reservoir to estimate Dam Passage Efficiency (DPE)
passed the dam over a longer time period than those used to estimate survival, which passed almost
exclusively on the dates of release.
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Passage Dates Used to Estimate Dam Passage Efficiency

Dam passage of the fish released in the reservoir was used to estimate DPE. The dam operating
conditions during the period of dam passage are summarized in appendix D and are described briefly
here.

The dam operating conditions during the November study between the first release on November
6, 2012, and the last known passage date of fish released in the reservoir on December 23, 2012,
generally consisted of decreases in forebay elevation and water temperature, and a variety of dam
discharges (fig. 6). Over this period, the forebay elevation generally decreased from a high of 1595.4 ft
to a low of 1504.0 ft, and averaged 1550.8 ft; the hourly average water temperature of the upper 13—18
ft of water decreased from 8.1 to 5.0°C, and averaged 6.8°C. The total discharge ranged from 910.0 to
6,780.0 ft3/s, with an average of 2,325.9 ft’/s during the day, and ranged from 780.0 to 4,040.0 ft3/s,
with an average of 2,306.2 ft*/s during the night.
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Figure 6. Graphs showing environmental conditions at Cougar Dam, Oregon, during the November and December
2012 studies. The periods of fish releases (November 6-10 and December 18-22) are shaded. The reservoir
elevation was lower than the water temperature sensors from December 20, 2012, at 3 p.m. to January 7, 2013, at
7 p.m.
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The dam operating conditions during the December study between the first release on December 18,
2012, and the last known passage date of fish released in the reservoir of February 22, 2013, included
the planned operation of low reservoir elevation and all water passing through the RO (no turbine
discharge) followed by a period of less constrained operations (fig. 6). The reservoir elevation declined
during the beginning of this period, but began to rise in late December. The mean forebay elevation was
1,528.9 ft and the elevation ranged from 1500.7 to 1569.3 ft. Water temperature ranged from 3.1 to
5.3°C, with a mean of 4.0°C. Temperature data were not available between December 20, 2012, at 3
p.m. and January 7, 2013, at 7 p.m. because the forebay elevation was lower than the temperature
sensors. The total discharge ranged from 270.0 to 2,290.0 ft*/s with an average of 561.9 ft*/s during the
day and ranged from 310.0 to 2,370.0 ft*/s with an average of 585.0 ft*/s during the night. The
powerhouse was off from December 18, 2012, to January 12, 2013.

Discharge in the McKenzie and Willamette Rivers during the migration of most tagged fish was
higher during the December study than during the November study. Discharge of the McKenzie River
near Vida, Oregon, upstream of Leaburg Dam (USGS gage 14162500) averaged 4,371 ft’/s (range
4,410-5,080 ft3/s) between November 6 and 19, 2012, and averaged 5,790 ft’/s (range 4,110-8,380 ft3/s)
between December 18 and 31, 2012. Discharge in the Willamette River near Salem, Oregon (USGS
gage 14191000), averaged 24,421 ft’/s (range 21,100-35,600 ft3/s) between November 6 and 19, 2012,
and averaged 56,114 ft'/s (range 35,400—66,600 ft’/s) between December 18 and 31, 2012.

Passage Dates Used to Estimate Dam Passage and Survival Probabilities

Fish from the treatment group passing Cougar Dam on the dates of release were used to estimate
passage and survival probabilities. The dam operating conditions during those periods are summarized
in appendix D and are described briefly here.

During the release dates of the November study, the dam operation was similar to the planned
condition (fig. 6). The forebay elevation over the release dates of November 6—10, 2012, declined from
1,595.4 to 1,581.6 ft and averaged 1,588.6 ft; at these elevations, all water entering the temperature
control tower passed through the weir gates (fig. 1). The total discharge ranged from 1,540.0 to 1,600.0
ft3/s, with an average of 1,574.7 ft’/s during the day, and ranged from 1,520.0 to 1,710.0 ft3/s, with an
average of 1,561.4 ft*/s during the night. Per the planned operation, the average powerhouse discharge
was higher during the day (1,000.0 ft°/s) than at night (228.0 ft'/s), and the average RO discharge was
lower during the day (547.7 ft*/s) than at night (1,333.4 ft*/s). The mean RO gate number 2 opening was
1.21 ft during the day and 3.18 ft during the night. The RO gate number 1 was closed during the
November study except for a brief period on November 6, 2012, when it was open 1.0 ft, and RO gate
number 2 was open 2.0 ft. The mean hourly temperature of the top 13—18 ft of the reservoir measured at
the temperature control tower averaged 6.7°C (range 5.8-8.0°C).

During the release dates of the December study, the dam operating conditions were as planned.
The powerhouse was off, due to the low forebay elevation, and all water passed through the RO from
December 18 through 22, 2012. The forebay elevation generally declined from 1,513.0 to 1,504.0 ft and
the mean was 1,506.9 ft. The RO discharge ranged from 1,160.0 to 2,370.0 ft’/s with a mean of 1,820.8
ft'/s, and decreased shortly after the releases began, increased sharply, and then decreased over the
remainder of the time period. The RO discharge was similar during the day and night. The mean RO
gate number 2 opening was 7.34 ft during the day and 7.55 ft during the night. RO gate number 1 was
open 0.95 ft throughout the period. The range of water temperature in the upper 13—18 ft of the reservoir
was 5.0-5.3°C with a mean of 5.1°C. The weir gates were not in use during the December releases, and
all water passing through the temperature control tower entered through the RO bypass gate (fig. 1).
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Timing of Dam Passage

Dam passage timing was evaluated using fish released in the reservoir to represent volitionally
migrating fish. Most fish released into the reservoir passed the dam during the night (fig. 7). During the
November study, 94.8 percent of the dam passage of these fish occurred during the night (between
sunset and sunrise), and during the December study, 93.8 percent of their passage occurred during the
night (table 2). The diel passage percentages of fish released during the day were similar to those
released at night. The percentage of fish released in the reservoir that passed the dam during the life of
the transmitter, an estimate of DPE, was 70.1 percent during the November study and 71.4 percent
during the December study. The median time from release to dam passage was 9.3 days (range 0.1-46.3
days) during the November study and 1.0 days (range 0.2-55.2 days) during the December study (fig.
8). In the November study, it took 37.0 days for at least 90 percent of the passage to occur and in the
December study it took 6.9 days. For comparison, in the November study, 41 percent of the fish passed
within 6.9 days. In November, most volitional passage was through the RO route, although 44 percent
of the fish that passed were not detected in the tailraces and thus no passage route was assigned. Of the
fish with known passage routes, 92.1 percent passed through the RO, and 7.9 percent passed through the
powerhouse during the November study. All fish passage during the December study was through the
RO, because the powerhouse did not operate during most of that study.
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Figure 7. Graph showing hour of known dam passage of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon released in Cougar
Reservoir, Oregon, November and December 2012. Bar shading indicates diel period at release. Background
shading indicates diel period of dam passage, with the period between the average sunset and sunrise times over
the dates of passage shaded.

19



Table 2. Summary of dam passage percentages of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon released into the
reservoir and into the temperature control tower at Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December 2012.

[Results are divided by study period, release site and time of release. N is the number of fish released]

November study December study
Release site Release site
Reservoir Tower Reservoir Tower
Day release
N 25 116 27 160
Percent day 12.0 76.7 7.4 96.9
Percent night 88.0 23.3 92.6 3.1
Night release
N 33 159 37 124
Percent day 0.0 0.6 54 0.8
Percent night 100.0 99.4 94.6 99.2
Overall
N 58 275 64 284
Percent day 52 32.7 6.2 54.9
Percent night 94.8 67.3 93.8 45.1
Date of passage Date of passage
11/10 1117 11/24 1211 1218 12115 12/22 12/29 /5 12/21 12/28 M4 111 118 /25 21 218 2115
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Figure 8. Graphs showing dam passage timing of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon released into Cougar
Reservoir, Oregon, during the November and December 2012 study periods.
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The dam passage timing of fish released directly in front of the temperature control tower (the
treatment group) varied with time of release (table 2). Fish released during the day passed primarily
during the day and those release at night passed primarily during the night.

Travel Times

Travel times through the study area varied by release site and study period. There was evidence
that the travel times differed among the reservoir, control, and treatment groups during both studies (fig.
9). The travel times were shortest during the November study.
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Figure 9. Graphs showing travel time distributions of the three release groups from release to first detection at the
Hops Farm site. Survival distribution functions are based on sample sizes at the Hops Farm site of 20, 72, and 114
for the reservoir, treatment, and control groups, respectively, for the November study and 13, 31, and 59 for the
reservoir, treatment, and control groups, respectively, for the December study.

During the November study, the travel times from release to the Hops Farm site ranged from
1.88 to 56.06 days, with medians of 2.35, 2.89, and 10.69 days for the control, treatment, and reservoir
groups, respectively. The 90th percentile was 4.22 days for the control group, 5.40 days for the
treatment group, and 20.02 days for the reservoir group. There were significant differences in the travel
time distributions of the three groups (Wilcoxon test, df=2, ¥*=39.25, P<0.0001). That result was likely
influenced by the long travel times of the reservoir group, so an additional comparison was done with
only the control and treatment groups. The results of that comparison indicate that the travel time
distributions of the control and treatment groups were significantly different (Wilcoxon test, df=2,
¥*=9.57, P=0.0020). The median travel time of fish in the treatment group from the Cougar Dam tailrace
to the Leaburg Dam tailrace was 0.46 days and the median travel time of the control group from release
to the Leaburg Dam tailrace was 0.36 days.
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There was evidence of a statistical difference among the travel time distributions of the three
groups during the December study at the 0=0.10 level, but not at the 0=0.05 level (Wilcoxon test, df =2,
X2=4.94, P=0.0847). The results comparing the travel time distributions of only the control and
treatment groups were similar to those with all three groups (Wilcoxon test, df=2, y*=3.74, P=0.0530).
The travel times through the study area ranged from 1.22 to 51.28 days with medians of 2.17 days for
the control group, 4.76 days for the treatment group, and 3.56 days for the reservoir group. The 90th
percentile was 13.48 days for the control group, 15.30 days for the treatment group, and 11.23 days for
the reservoir group. The median travel time of the treatment group from the Cougar Dam tailrace to the
Leaburg Dam tailrace was 0.55 days and the median travel time of the control group from release to the
Leaburg Dam tailrace was 0.42 days.

As of December 2, 2013, a total of 140 study fish comprised of 88 fish from the November study
and 16 fish from the December study were detected at PIT detectors at either the Cougar Dam tailraces,
Leaburg Dam, Walterville Canal (McKenzie River 17 km downstream of Leaburg Dam), or the Sullivan
plant at Willamette Falls (Willamette River 43 km upstream of the confluence of the Columbia and
Willamette Rivers). All but three of the fish detected at PIT detectors were detected within the
empirically determined life of the acoustic transmitter. Two of the exceptions were detected at the
Walterville site, and one was detected at the Willamette Falls site. The two exceptions detected at the
Walterville site included one fish released in the tailrace on November 10, 2012, at 7:37 p.m. and
detected at the Walterville site on April 18, 2013, at 11:07 a.m., and one released at the temperature
control tower on December 22, 2012, at 11:14 a.m. and detected at the Walterville site on April 4, 2013,
at 10:57 p.m. The former fish was not detected at any radio telemetry sites and the latter was last
detected at a radio telemetry site in the Cougar Dam RO tailrace on December 22, 2012, at 5:05 p.m.
The exception detected at the Willamette Falls site was detected there on March 9, 2013, at 5:30 p.m.
and was last detected at a radio telemetry site at the Hops Farm on December 29, 2012, at 1:25 p.m.

Estimates of Passage, Detection, and Survival Probabilities

Assessment of Survival Model Assumptions

Assumption 2

Assumption 2 was evaluated by examining the estimates of survival for differences between
taggers. The results from each study period were similar—there was little evidence to support a
meaningful effect of tagger on fish survival. This conclusion is supported by the similarity of the AICc
values of models with and without a tagger effects (table 3) and the differences in the estimated
survivals. Data from the November study supported one of the tagger effect models (model 2) slightly
more than the no tagger effect model (model 1), so we compared estimates of the model-averaged
survivals of fish tagged by each tagger to incorporate the model-selection uncertainty. The difference in
model-averaged reach-specific single-release survivals between taggers ranged from 0.0254 to 0.0544,
which were well within the error of the estimates. The differences in the relative survivals from the
model-averaged estimates were a maximum of 0.0008. Results from the December study were similar to
those of the November study. The model of no tagger effect had similar support from the data as the
models with tagger effects, so model-averaged results were examined. The model-averaged reach-
specific single-release estimates of survival of fish tagged by the two taggers differed by a maximum of
0.0325. The largest difference between the reach-specific relative survivals from the model-averaged
estimates was 0.0003. Based on these results, we concluded that there was no meaningful effect of
tagger on fish survival.
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Table 3. Comparisons of models with and without effects of tagger on estimates of survival of radio-tagged juvenile
Chinook salmon released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December 2012.

[In addition to the factors listed, all models include factors of diet group, treatment group, and reach plus their 2-way
interactions on survival (phi) and the factor of reach on detection probability (p). ‘+’ indicates an additive effect, “*”
indicates a multiplicative effect, AICc is the Akaike Information Criterion adjusted for sample size, No. parm is number of
parameters in the model. The estimated overdispersion parameter (c-hat) was near 1.0 for the November and December
studies, so no adjustment was applied. The models are based on the log-link function and are ordered by AICc value. The
tagger*trt effect in model 4 from the December Study proved to be a spurious effect and was not considered (nc)]

Model Delta AlCc Model No.

number Model description AlCc AlCc weights likelihood parm Deviance
------------------------- November Study

2 Phi(tagger+reach) 2597.950 0.000 0.852 1.000 21 2555.338

1 Phi(no tagger effect) 2601.853 3.903 0.121 0.142 20 2561.296

3 Phi(tagger*reach) 2605.806 7.856 0.017 0.020 25 2554.942

4  Phi(tagger*trt, tagger*reach) 2606.706 8.755 0.011 0.013 26 2553.771
------------------------- December Study

1 Phi(no tagger effect) 2570.382 0.000 0.559 1.000 20 2529.759

2 Phi(taggertreach) 2571.482 1.100 0.323 0.577 21 2528.796

3 Phi(tagger*reach) 2573.501 3.119 0.118 0.210 25 2522.533

4  Phi(tagger*trt, tagger*reach) 2575.507 5.124 nc nc 26 2522.460

Assumption 7

Assumption 7 was evaluated by releasing tagged euthanized fish to check directly for false
positives, and by comparing transmitter lives to fish travel times to estimate the probability of false
negatives. One of the 25 euthanized tagged fish released during each study period was detected
downstream of the control release site, indicating violation of Assumption 7 due to false positives.
During the November study, one fish released on November 6 was detected at the Leaburg Dam
spillway site on November 11. During the December study, one fish released on December 20 was
detected at the Aufderheide Bridge and McKenzie River sites on December 21. Detection of dead fish
with live transmitters biases estimates of survival upward. There was no compelling evidence
supporting violation of Assumption 7 based on false negatives due to transmitter lives being too short
for the fish travel times through the study area. The lowest estimated probability of a transmitter being
functional at the longest fish travel time was 0.9993 (appendix E).
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To mitigate the violation of Assumption 7 resulting from false positives, the estimates of
survival were adjusted using methods described in Skalski and others (2013b). The adjustment accounts
for the probability of false positives from detecting dead fish with live transmitters, and reduces the
estimated survival accordingly. To enable the adjustment to the data from the November study, the
Aufderheide Bridge and McKenzie River sites were omitted from analysis and the adjustment was made
to the estimated survival of control and treatment groups between release and Leaburg Dam. For the
adjustment to the December data, the Aufderheide Bridge site was omitted and the adjustment was made
to the estimated survival of control and treatment groups between release and the McKenzie River site.

Assumption 9

Assumption 9 was evaluated by comparing reach-specific travel times and site-specific arrival
dates of treatment and control groups, and by examining estimates of reach-specific relative survival.
There were statistically significant differences in travel time distributions of treatment and control
groups in three of the four reach-specific comparisons from the November study, but the groups traveled
through the study reaches during similar time periods. In each case, the travel times of the treatment
group were longer than those of the control group (table 4), and in most cases the greatest differences
occurred late in the distributions (fig. 10). The differences in median travel times ranged from 0.01 days
through the 3.2 km Aufderheide Bridge-to-McKenzie River reach to 0.28 days through the 106.8 km
Marshall Island-to-Hops Farm reach. There also was a significant difference in travel times from
Aufderheide Bridge-to-Leaburg Dam, although the median travel times differed by only 0.05 days.
Despite the statistical differences in travel times, the treatment and control groups were well mixed
temporally as they passed the detection sites downstream of the control release site, and likely
experienced similar mortality pressures in those areas (fig. 11). The fish released in the reservoir passed
the sites later than the treatment and control groups due to the additional time between release and dam
passage, but the reservoir fish were used only used to estimate DPE and passage timing at Cougar Dam.

Table 4. Results of Wilcoxon tests comparing distributions of travel times (days) of treatment and control groups of
fish released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November 6-10, 2012.

[N denotes the sample size of fish used in the comparison. > is greater than.y” is Chi square. P is probability. The numerator
degrees of freedom was 1 in each comparison]

Treatment Control
Reach N Median  Range N  Median Range X2 P>x2
Aufderheide B. to McKenzie R. 114 0.04 0.02-8.14 131 0.03 0.03-1.50 2.88 0.0895
McKenzie River to Leaburg Dam 86 0.28 0.22-2.76 114 025 0.20-1.23 18.58 <0.0001
Leaburg Dam to Marshall Island 83 0.93 0.46-59.6 99 090 0.41-6.33 1.77 0.1838
Marshall Island to Hops Farm 58 1.20 0.82-3.15 92 092 0.81-1293 642 0.0113
Aufderheide B. to Leaburg Dam 123 0.34 0.03-4.94 149 029 0.03-11.48 26.97 <0.0001
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Figure 10. Graphs showing travel time distributions of control and treatment groups of radio-tagged juvenile
Chinook salmon released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November 6-10, 2012,
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Figure 11. Graphs showing site-specific daily passage percentages of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon
released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November 6-10, 2012.
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As in the November study, during the December study there were statistically significant
differences in travel time distributions of treatment and control groups in some reaches, but the groups
traveled through the study reaches during similar time periods. The travel times of the treatment group
were significantly longer than those of the control group in two of the four reaches (table 5), with the
greatest differences occurring late in the distributions (fig. 12). The differences in median travel times
were 0.05 days in the 3.2 km Aufderheide Bridge-to-McKenzie River reach and 1.47 days in the 106.8
km Marshall Island-to-Hops Farm reach. There also was a significant difference in travel times from
Aufderheide Bridge-to-Leaburg Dam, although the median travel times differed by only 0.10 days. The
treatment and control groups were well mixed temporally as they passed the detection sites downstream
of the control release site, and likely experienced similar mortality pressures in those areas (fig. 13). As
in the November study, the fish released in the reservoir passed the detections sites later than the other
release groups, but were only used to estimate DPE and passage timing at Cougar Dam.

Table 5. Results of Wilcoxon tests comparing distributions of travel times (days) of treatment and control groups of
fish released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, December 18-22, 2012.

[N denotes the sample size of fish used in the comparison. > is greater than.y” is Chi square. P is probability. The numerator
degrees of freedom was 1 in each comparison]

Treatment Control
Reach N Median  Range N Median Range X2 P>x2
Aufderheide B. to McKenzie R. 160 0.12  0.02-25.95 91 0.07 0.02-19.12 4.67 0.0307
McKenzie River to Leaburg Dam 86 0.23  0.18-2.07 60 0.24 0.16-33.88 0.32 0.5717
Leaburg Dam to Marshall Island 58 0.65 0.35-18.54 43 0.52 0.35-40.74 0.21 0.6500
Marshall Island to Hops Farm 41 2.29  0.60-14.99 22 0.82 0.60-14.07 3.93 0.0474
Aufderheide B. to Leaburg Dam 137 042 0.02-31.53 85 0.32 0.03-34.04 6.43 0.0112
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Figure 12. Graphs showing travel time distributions of control and treatment groups of radio-tagged juvenile
Chinook salmon released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, December 18-22, 2012. Note that the horizontal-axis scale
in the Marshall Island-to-Hops Farm graph differs from the others.
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Figure 13. Graphs showing site-specific daily passage percentages of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon
released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, December 18-22, 2012.

There was evidence that the mortality associated with dam passage was not fully expressed until
the Marshall Island site. The 95-percent confidence intervals of the unadjusted reach-specific relative
survivals did not overlap one until the Leaburg Dam-to-Marshall Island reach (fig. 14), indicating
Assumption 9 was violated in the reaches upstream. There was much more variability in the estimates
for reaches downstream of Leaburg Dam than those upstream of the dam. The median travel time of
treatment fish from release to Marshall Island was 1.64 days during the November study and 1.36 days
during the December study. We recommend that the assessment of the full mortality associated with
Cougar Dam passage during the November and December studies include river reaches to at least the
Marshall Island site.
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Figure 14. Graphs showing estimates and 95-percent confidence intervals of unadjusted reach-specific relative
survival of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon released near Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December
2012. Confidence intervals spanning the dashed reference line indicate equal survival of treatment and control
groups.

Model Selection

Several models of detection, passage, and survival probabilities were evaluated to determine the
most parsimonious means to estimate the parameters. The potential effect of rearing group was
evaluated by examining the fish size, travel time, and single-release estimates of survival of treatment
and control groups. Based on results from that evaluation, hypotheses about detection, passage, and
survival probabilities were evaluated prior to choosing a model from which to estimate the final
parameters.

The data from the November and December studies supported models with and without effects
of rearing group, and the estimates of survival of fish from the two rearing groups had confidence
intervals that overlapped considerably (appendix C). Further inferences were therefore based on data
from the rearing groups pooled together.

The reported estimates of passage and survival probabilities were based on simplified models of
the parameters (appendix F). The data and models indicated strong support for use of CJS methods to
estimate route-specific detection probabilities at the RO and Leaburg Dam spillway, and for fish passing
Cougar Dam during the day and night operation periods, so detection probabilities were estimated using
that method. The data and models showed moderate support for common spillway and bypass passage
probabilities at Leaburg Dam for fish passing Cougar Dam during the day and night operation periods,
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so these were pooled. Lastly, data from fish passing Cougar Dam during the day and night operation
periods were pooled to estimate the final survival probabilities based on the similarity in support of
models with and without the diel factor and the large overlap of the confidence intervals of survival
estimates from the two groups. Site-specific detection probabilities based on the final models ranged
from 0.6540 (SE 0.0390) to 0.9862 (SE 0.0141) during the November study, and from 0.5027 (SE
0.0453) to 0.9046 (SE 0.0482) during the December study.

Route-Specific Passage Probabilities

Dam passage of fish in the treatment group during the November study was primarily through
the RO and primarily during the night operational period (5:00 p.m.—5:00 a.m.). The treatment group
was composed of nearly equal numbers of fish released directly upstream of the temperature control
tower during the day and night, and do not represent fish entering the temperature control tower
volitionally. The estimated treatment group dam passage probability was 0.893 (SE 0.026) during the
November study, indicating that all but about 11 percent of the fish released at the tower passed the dam
during the release dates (table 6). Of the treatment fish passing the dam, the estimated probability of
dam passage during the day operation was 0.3464 (SE 0.0274), and during the night operation it was
0.6536 (SE 0.0274); that is, about 35 percent of the fish in the treatment group passed during the day
operation and the remaining 65 percent passed during the night operation (table 6). The estimated
probability of passage through the RO was 0.8842 (SE 0.0294) for treatment fish passing during the day
operation and 0.9423 (SE 0.0156) for treatment fish passing during the night operation. The overall RO
passage probability when day and night operation periods were pooled was 0.9222 (SE 0.0145).

During the December study, the RO was the only route available and most fish passed during the
day operation period. The estimated treatment group dam passage probability was 1.016 (SE 0.027),
indicating all or nearly all of the fish passed the dam. Of the treatment fish passing the dam, the diel
passage probability estimates were 0.6216 (SE 0.0301) during the day operation, and 0.3784 (SE
0.0301) during the night operation (table 6).

The route-specific passage probabilities and the detection probability of the PIT detection system
within the fish bypass at Leaburg Dam also were estimated. Most tagged fish passed Leaburg Dam
through the spillway. During the November study, the estimate of spillway passage probability was
0.8210 (SE 0.0206), and during the December study, it was 0.9435 (SE 0.0122). The bypass passage
probability is estimated as (1 minus the spillway passage probability) and was 0.1790 (SE 0.0206)
during the November study and 0.0565 (SE 0.0122) during the December study. The estimate of the
detection probability of the PIT detection system within the fish bypass was 0.9557 (SE 0.0432) during
the November study, and 1.0 (all fish detected) during the December study.
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Table 6. Estimates of route-specific passage probabilities of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon released at
Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December 2012.

[The results are based on fish released at the temperature control tower. PH is powerhouse, RO is regulating outlet, Overall is
PH and RO pooled. The powerhouse did not operate on the passage dates of the treatment fish during the December study.
Day and night dam passage periods refer to the operational periods of 5:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. (day) and 5:00 p.m.—5:00 a.m.

(night)]

Dam
passage Standard 95-percent confidence interval
period Route Estimate error lower upper
-------------------- November Study ----------=----=-----
Day RO 0.8842 0.0294 0.8265 0.9418
PH 0.1158 0.0294 0.0582 0.1735
Night RO 0.9423 0.0156 09116 0.9729
PH 0.0577 0.0156 0.0271 0.0884
Day Overall 0.3464 0.0274 0.2927 0.4001
Night Overall 0.6536 0.0274 0.5999 0.7073
Overall RO 0.9222 0.0145 0.8937 0.9506
PH 0.0778 0.0145 0.0494 0.1063
-------------------- December Study ----------===--=--
Day RO 0.6216 0.0301 0.5626 0.6807
Night RO 0.3784 0.0301 0.3193 0.4374

Single-Release Survival Probabilities

The estimated single-release reach-specific survivals of the control group generally were greater
than those of the treatment group, as expected. Trends in the single-release estimates of survival from
which the relative survival probabilities were calculated generally were as expected. During the
November study, the single-release estimates of survival of the control group were higher than those of
the treatment group in each reach, but their 95-percent confidence intervals overlapped to a greater
degree with distance from Cougar Dam. The single-release estimate of survival of the control group in
the November study from release in the Cougar Dam tailrace to Leaburg Dam was 0.9655 (SE 0.0262),
indicating a high survival through that reach (appendix G). The estimate from the treatment group from
release at the temperature control tower to Leaburg Dam was 0.4716 (SE 0.0469). The point estimates
of single-release survival for the control group from the December study were higher than those for the
treatment group in reaches upstream of Leaburg Dam, but they were lower than the treatment group in
reaches downstream of Leaburg Dam (appendix G). As in the November study, the amount of overlap
of their 95-percent confidence intervals increased with distance from Cougar Dam. The joint-
probabilities of the single-release estimates for the survival from release to Leaburg Dam during the
December study were 0.8781 (SE 0.0614) for the control group and 0.5588 (SE 0.0464) for the
treatment group.

The control group single-release survival estimates from the December study were lower than
those from the November study, suggesting the in-river survival conditions differed between studies
(appendix G). For example, the reach-specific estimate of control group survival in the Marshall Island-
to-Hops Farm reach was 0.7239 (SE 0.0420) in the November study, and 0.3643 (SE 0.0816) during the
December study.
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The single-release survival estimates of the control groups also may be expressed as the survival
per 100 km for comparison with other studies. The estimated survivals of the control group per 100 km
during the November study were 0.7900 (SE 0.1341), 0.8041 (SE 0.0366), and 0.7390 (SE 0.0401) for
the release-to-McKenzie River, McKenzie River-to-Marshall Island, and Marshall Island-to-Hops Farm
reaches, respectively. The estimates from the December study were 0.6431 (SE 0.2644), 0.5942 (SE
0.0733), and 0.3884 (SE 0.0815) for release-to-McKenzie River, McKenzie River-to-Marshall Island,
and Marshall Island-to-Hops Farm reaches, respectively. The three reaches represent migration
primarily through the South Fork of the McKenzie River, the McKenzie River, and the Willamette
River, respectively. The point estimates from the December study are lower than those from the
November study, but the 95-percent confidence intervals (estimated as + 1.96 times the SE) of the
reach-specific estimates overlap in all but the Marshall Island-to-Hops Farm reach.

Relative Survival Probabilities

Adjusting estimates of survival for the probability of false positives due to detecting euthanized
fish with live radio transmitters lowered the estimates of relative survival for the pooled reaches by
about 0.02 from the unadjusted results. The minimum reaches over which adjusted survival could be
estimated was release-to-Leaburg Dam for the November study and release-to-McKenzie River for the
December study. However, the reach-specific paired release estimates of survival suggested the
treatment effect was not expressed until the Leaburg Dam-to-Marshall Island reach.

The estimated relative survival of RO passage was lower during the November study than during
the December study. The relative survival of dam passage between release and Marshall Island was
0.4594 (SE 0.0543) during the November study and 0.7389 (SE 0.1160) during the December study
(table 7). The temperature control tower-to-Marshall Island relative survival during the December study
was higher than the temperature control tower-to-Leaburg Dam estimate, because the estimate of
relative survival from Leaburg Dam to Marshall Island was greater than 1.0. Estimates greater than 1.0
can arise normally due to variation in estimated survivals of treatment and control groups. In this case,
the point estimate of survival for the control group was low relative to the treatment group (0.6680
versus 0.7699; appendix G) resulting in a relative survival of 1.1612. The confidence intervals about the
estimates overlapped considerably (control 0.4966—0.8305, treatment 0.6172—0.9226), suggesting the
estimates were similar. In general, the estimates for the reaches downstream of Leaburg Dam were
imprecise compared to those upstream of the dam.
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Table 7. Estimates of relative reach-specific survival probabilities of radio-tagged juvenile Chinook salmon passing
through the regulating outlet at Cougar Dam, Oregon, November and December 2012.

[Results are based on the estimated survival of fish released at the temperature control tower (treatment group) divided by the
estimated survival of fish released in the tailrace (control group) after adjustment for detection of euthanized fish with live
transmitters]

Standard 95-percent confidence interval
Reach Estimate error lower upper
-------------------- November Study --------=--m-nnmunn
Temperature control tower to Leaburg Dam 0.4885 0.0497 0.3910 0.5860
Temperature control tower to Marshall Island' 0.4594 0.0543 0.3530 0.5659
Marshall Island to Hops Farm 0.7675 0.0821 0.6066 0.9284
-----------------