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Figure 1. Karst and potential karst areas in soluble rocks in the contiguous United States.

Humid Climate Karst

Quartz sandstone buried beneath ≤50 ft of glacially derived insoluble sediments
Quartz sandstone buried beneath >50 ft of glacially derived insoluble sediments

Carbonate rocks buried beneath <300 feet (ft) of insoluble sediments
Carbonate rocks buried beneath ≤50 ft of glacially derived insoluble sediments
Carbonate rocks buried beneath >50 ft of glacially derived insoluble sediments

Carbonate rocks at or near the land surface

Evaporite rocks buried beneath >50 ft of glacially derived insoluble sediments
Evaporite rocks buried beneath ≤50 ft of glacially derived insoluble sediments
Evaporite rocks at or near the land surface
Unconsolidated calcareous or carbonate rocks buried beneath <300 ft of insoluble sediments
Unconsolidated calcareous or carbonate rocks at or near the land surface

Dry Climate Karst

Humid climate region (>30 inches (in.) average annual 
precipitation)

EXPLANATION OF MAP UNITS

Approximate maximum extent of Pleistocene ice

Carbonate rocks buried beneath >50 ft of glacially derived insoluble sediments
Carbonate rocks buried beneath ≤50 ft of glacially derived insoluble sediments
Carbonate rocks at or near the land surface

Unconsolidated calcareous or carbonate rocks at or near the land surface
Evaporite rocks at or near the land surface

Evaporite rocks buried beneath >50 ft of glacially derived insoluble sediments
Evaporite rocks buried beneath ≤50 ft of glacially derived insoluble sediments

Dry climate region (≤30 in. average annual precipitation)
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State boundaries from U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 2001

Shaded relief derived from USGS National Elevation Dataset

Albers Equal-Area projection. North American Datum of 1983
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