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ORIGIN OF SOME AMPHIBOLITES IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

By ARTHUR E. NELSON, Beltsville, Md.

Abstract.—Many bodies of amphibolite are interlayered with
metasedimentary rocks in western North Carolina. Statistical
data, field studies, and chemical affinities between these amphib-
olites and known ortho-amphibolites and basic igneous rocks
strongly suggest that most of the amphibolites are ortho-
amphibolites, rather than para-amphibolites. It is not known
whether the rocks were originally intrusive bodies, basic tuffs,
or lava fiows, but probably many of the bodies represent thin-
bedded pyroclastic deposits of basaltic composition and basalt
flows that were interbedded with more felsic rocks. Others rep-
resent intrusive rocks of gabbroic origin, and some may repre-
sent dolerite dikes.

Many bodies of amphibolite are present in a rela-
tively high grade metamorphic terrane in the south-
central part of the Knoxville 1° by 2° quadrangle in
North Carolina (fig. 1). The origin of these amphib-
olites is enigmatic, as it is difficult to distinguish ortho-
amphibolites from para-amphibolites. Keith (1907a,
b), who mapped parts of the Knoxville quadrangle,
believed that the amphibolites originated from igneous
rocks but stated that this would be difficult to prove.

This report presents the results of recent field and
chemical studies that might help to determine the
origin of these amphibolites. The chemical relations
used are principally those suggested by Leake (1964),
and the statistical approach is that of Shaw and Kudo
(1965).

GENERAL GEOLOGIC SETTING

Much of the Knoxville quadrangle is underlain by
a Precambrian gneiss-schist complex, consisting main-
ly of layered felsic gneisses, mica gneisses and schists,
metasandstones, quartzo-feldspathic gneisses that are
highly segregated into quartz-feldspar planar streaks,
and migmatites. In addition, numerous bodies of both
amphibolite and granite gneiss are present within the
complex. Locally, small bodies of dunite and serpen-
tinite are associated with the amphibolites. Rocks of
the complex were referred to by Keith (1907a) as the
Carolina gneiss, and the amphibolite bodies were called
the Roan gneiss. These names are, however, no longer

in use. Overlying these rocks are younger Precambrizn
units of the Ocoee Series (Hadley and Goldsmith,
1963), and, in the southwest corner of the quadrangle,
rocks of the Ocoee Series are overlain by younger
metasedimentary rocks of the Murphy marble belt
indicated on figure 1 by (p€-Pz).

Most amphibolites in the Knoxville quadrangle
occur within the older gneisses and schists. Amphib-
olites are not as commonly observed in the Ocoee rocks,
and they have rarely been observed in the post-Ocoee
rocks of the Murphy marble belt (Van Horn, 1948, p.
15-17). Field evidence suggests that the amphibolite
bodies in the study area shown in figure 1 were sub-
jected to the same regional metamorphism and defor-
mation as the surrounding rocks.

Hadley and Goldsmith (1963, p. B107) indicated
that rocks immediately north of the report area, within
the Knoxville quadrangle, are polymetamorphic. Field
and laboratory studies also suggest that the rocks in
the report area have been subjected to several episodes
of metamorphism. Most of the rocks are in the kyanito-
muscovite-quartz and sillimanite-almandine subfacies
of the almandine amphibolite facies of regional meta-
morphism (Fyfe and others, 1958, p. 230-281).

After an early period of deformation and regional
thermal metamorphism, the rocks were further de-
formed and, in places, isoclinally folded. This later
deformation (Hadley and Goldsmith, 1963, p. B107),
which produced regional structures with a dominart
northeast trend, was superposed upon previous struc-
tures, and locally the resultant fold pattern is most
complex.

DISTRIBUTION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE
AMPHIBOLITES

The amphibolite bodies range from thin discontinu-
ous layers or bands less than half an inch thick, to
pods, lenses, and boudinaged bodies several feet cv
more in length, to larger rather massive units seversl
miles or more in length. Only the larger amphibolite
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bodies are shown in figure 1. Almost all bodies of
amphibolite are interlayered and conformable with
the more felsic units of the gneiss-schist complex. The
proportion of amphibolite to more felsic rock varies
widely. In places, a thin band of amphibolite is pres-
ent in a thick sequence of felsic rock; elsewhere, am-
phibolite predominates, and only a thin lens of felsic
material is present. Commonly, however, layers of
amphibolite that range from 6 inches to 4 or 5 feet
in thickness alternate with similar thicknesses of more
felsic rocks. Many of the layered amphibolite bodies
are striped. This feature results from metamorphic
segregation of felsic and mafic constituents into thin,
alternating, light and dark layers.

The bodies of amphibolite conform to the regional
structure, and they, like the surrounding rocks, are
locally folded. The folds range from small crenula-
tions to minor folds seen in outcrop and to larger folds
determined only by mapping. Many interlayered units,
consisting both of amphibolite and the surrounding
rock types, have been subjected to metamorphic segre-
gation, shearing, and tectonic thinning. All the ob-
served amphibolites have a foliation which is parallel
to that of the intercalated rocks. Foliation is highly
developed in the thinner amphibolite layers, whereas
in the central parts of some of the larger bodies it is
indistinct and the rocks appear massive. The contacts
between the amphibolite bodies and adjacent rocks are
usually sharp, but some appear gradational. Almost
all the contacts are parallel to the regional foliation;
only one small amphibolite body was observed that
was discordant with the regional planar structures.

The amphibolites range from medium gray to green-
ish black and usually are fine to medium grained;
only rarely are they coarse grained. In places, highly
biotitic zones are present as distinct layers within the
amphibolites, and locally there are distinct felsic seg-
ragations as well as streaks of silexite. In addition to
alined hornblende crystals, thin blades or rods of felsic
and quartz segregations are also commonly alined in
the foliation plane, forming lineations. These linear
structures, which parallel fold axes, are presumed to
be “b” lineations.

The amphibolites are composed principally of horn-
blende and plagioclase and lesser amounts of quartz,
biotite, garnet, and magnetite; sphene and apatite
commonly are present in trace amounts. Rarely, chlo-
rite is present as an alteration product of hornblende;
sericite, which is sparse, occurs as tiny patches on
some plagioclase grains; and epidote and calcite are
likewise rare. Generally, hornblende and plagioclase
make up 80 percent or more of the rock; hornblende
makes up 88 percent of one sample.

B3

Most of the textures are xenomorphic, but in places
lepidoblastic textures also occur. The minerals sre
mostly fine to medium grained, ranging from 0.3 to 4
millimeters in length; they are rarely coarse grained.

The hornblende is green to brownish green, co-
monly poikilitic, and calcium rich. It is anhedral to
prismatic, and X-ray diffraction patterns show that
it has a structure similar to tremolite, a feature cowu-
mon to may hornblendes of varying composition
(Deer and others, 1962, p..203). The plagioclase ranges
from An,, to Ans; and generally is finer grained thon
the hornblende. The biotite is brownish red and ep-
pears to have replaced hornblende. In some outcro»s,
sulfides, mostly pyrite, were observed.

FIELD RELATIONS

Almost all amphibolite bodies and their plarar
structures are parallel to the lithologic layering and
gneissic structure of the enclosing gneisses and schists.
The compositional layering in the host rocks probally
represents strata of the premetamorphic rock sequence.
Thus, the included amphibolitic bodies that alternate
with the layered gneiss could be interpreted as part
of the original rock sequence. In the absence of pri-
mary sedimentary structures, however, paralleli-m
between amphibolite bodies and host rocks is not an
absolute criterion upon which to base the conclusion
that the amphibolites were originally sedimentzry
rocks. Lithologic layering or banding can also be pro-
duced by metamorphic segregation or tectonic inter-
calation of slices of one rock into another, especially
along such planes of weakness as bedding or schistos-
ity. In addition, parallel banding can also result from
transposition of rocks during intense deformation.
Although many of the amphibolite bands are not
folded, some appressed fold hinges have been observed
within them and in the host rocks as well, indicating
that the bands have been intensely deformed and are
probably transposed. In a few places, the amphibolites
have boudinage structure suggesting that, at le~st
locally, the rocks have undergone considerable extn-
sion. Thus, if some of the banded amphibolite bodies
were originally mafic dikes in the country rocks, their
present parallelism with the more felsic gneisses conld
probably be a result of extension and transp051t10n of
the dikes during deformation.

AGE RELATIONS

The amphibolite bodies in the gneiss-schist complex
in the Knoxville 1° by 2° quadrangle (fig. 1) were
first described by Keith (1905, 1907c), who believed
they were Precambrian in age. Kulp and Poldervaart
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(1956) discussed the metamorphic events and age rela-
tions of rocks in the Bakersville-Roan Mountain area,
which is northeast along strike in the same tectonic
block as the rocks of this report; they suggest that the
Roan gneiss (layered amphibolites) was metamor-
phosed prior to the intrusion of some ultramafic rocks,
but indicate that both rock types are Precambrian in
age. Then, between the emplacement of the ultramafic
rocks and a period of regional metamorphism at or
near the end of the Ordovician, The Bakersville-Roan
Mountain metadolerite dike swarm was emplaced.

In the report area, those amphibolite bodies that are
relatively thin and interlayered with rocks of the
gneiss-schist complex are believed to be time equiva-
lent to rocks that Kulp and Poldervaart referred to
as Roan gneiss; the larger more massive amphibolite
bodies, which are closely associated with ultramafic
rocks in the report area, are believed to be equivalent
in age to the late Precambrian ultramafic rocks of
Kulp and Poldervaart. The metadolerite dike swarm

PETROLOGY AND MINERALOGY

does not appear to have an analog in the report area.
However, if deformation that accompanied the Late
Ordovician(?) metamorphic event was more intense
in the report area than in the Bakersville-Roan Moun-
tain area, individual dolerite dikes, if originally pres-
ent, probably cannot be distinguished frorn older
amphibolite bodies. Thus, it seems highly probable
that amphibolite bodies of the report area represent
those formed during several episodes spanning a time
interval that includes part of the Precambrian and
that extends into the lower Paleozoic.

The metadolerites and some ortho-amphibolites of
the Bakersville-Roan Mountain area were described
by Wilcox and Poldervaart (1958) and are similar in
chemical composition to the amphibolites of this
report.

CHEMICAL RELATIONS

Table 1 presents six new chemical analyses, and
table 2 presents semiquantitative spectrographic analy-

TaBLE 1.—Chemical and modal analyses of amphibolites from a part of the Knoxville quadrangle in_western North Carolina and chemical
analyses of two sedimentary rocks and one basalt flow for comparison

{Samples analyzed by methods described by Shapiro and Brannock (1962). Analysts: Paul Elmore, Sam Botts, Gillison Chloe, Lowell Artis, Hezekiah Smith, James Kelsey,
and J. L. Glenn. Symbeols: Tr., trace; *, trace of chlorite]

Field Nooo oo oo . NK 304 NK 305 NK 307 NK 308 NK 309 NK 310 Shale ! Magnesian?  Basalt 3
Lab. NO- ool W168622 W168623 W168624 W168625 W168626 W168627 limestone
Chemical analyses
48.9 49. 8 49. 9 47.9 48. 6 48.9 45. 89 3.24 48. 8
8.1 16.0 15. 5 15. 8 14.0 15. 2 13. 24 .17 14. 4
1.4 2.1 3.5 4.8 4.3 3.9 3. 88 .17 4.4
8. 4 8. 4 7.1 9.7 9.0 7.6 o ____ . 06 4.6
16. 3 7.0 8.3 5 3 55 4.6 2.12 20. 84 5 4
11. 8 9.9 10. 4 10. 4 9.2 11. 3 12. 09 29. 58 8.3
. 82 2.4 2.6 2.5 1.7 2.5 47 . 2.3
.92 . 80 .23 . 50 .49 .32 2.31 . _______ 5.1
. 08 .05 .07 . 06 . 62 .40 1. 38 } 30 .3
.74 .71 . 63 .78 2.0 1.8 4. 16 : 2.2
.96 1.7 .78 1.3 4.0 3.2 .52 . .72
. 55 .16 . 00 .07 .37 .37 A7 58
. 28 .09 15 .16 .07 .06 . 15
.11 <. 05 10 <. 05 <. 05 <. 05 10. 38 45. 54 2.4
Organic matter. - ___________________________________ e 3.47 ..
Sum_________________ 99 99 99 99 100 100 100. 08 99. 90 99
Powder density by air
pycnometer_ ____________ 3. 05 2. 96 3. 00 3. 08 3. 02 300 ____ ..
Bulk density._____________ 3. 05 2. 96 3. 00 3.08 3.02 300 ..
Modal analyses (volume percent)
Quartz_ ... _______________________ 3 5 8 6 2 e
Plagioclase________________ Tr 25 17 25 16 30 e
Hornblende_ ______________ *88 67 *74 *60 *72 50 e
Biotite. - _________________ 8 5 Tr 1 Tr e
Epidote_ - . . ____ o ______ 4 3 .. 14 -
Garnet_ . _________________________ T - N
Magnetite_ - - _____________ L Tr 3 3 Tr o e
Accessory minerals (includes
sphene and apatite) . _____ Tr Tr Tr 3 4 ol

1From Clarke (1924, p. 552). 2 From Clarke (1924, p. 579).

3From Nelson (1966b).
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EXPLANATORY NOTES FOR TABLE 1

NK 304. Massive amphibolite layer (one of several amphibolite
layers in quartzo-feldspathic gmeiss) exposed on road, 0.3
mile north of Pleasant Balsam Church in Hazelwood 7%-
minute quadrangle, North Carolina. Very dark greenish gray
to black, medium to coarse grained. Consists of about 88
percent hornblende that is greenish brown, ranges from an-
hedral to subhedral, and is commonly poikilitic. Other min-
erals include about 8 percent biotite, some opaque minerals,
apatite, garnet, and sphene. Chlorite is incipiently developed
along edges of some hornblende grains. In hand specimen,
amphibolite appears almost massive, but in outcrop a faint
foliation is observed.

NK 305. Massive amphibolite exposed on a new road, 0.15 mile
southeast of Willits in the Addie 7%-minute quadrangle,
North Carolina. Locally mixed and streaked with quartzo-
feldspathic gneiss. Dark greenish gray, fine to medium
grained, and in places, segregated into thin felsic and mafic
bands. Xenomorphic texture. Hornblende and sodic andesine
together form 92 percent of rock; other minerals include
biotite, quartz, and garnet, which locally occur in isolated
clusters. An opaque mineral, probably magnetite, and sphene
and epidote occur in trace amounts. Hornblende is brown,
usually anhedral, and commonly poikilitic. Sodic andesine is
about same size as hornblende and contains a few isolated
patches of sericite. Foliation is moderately developed.

NK 307. Massive amphibolite exposed near Glade Gap, 0.2
mile from east edge of Shooting Creek 7%-minute quadrangle,
North Carolina. Part of body is closely associated with dun-
ite. Medium to dark greenish gray, mostly medium grained.
Xenomorphic texture. Locally faintly segregated into thin
felsic and mafic bands. Hornblende, which makes up 74 per-
cent of rock, is mostly anhedral, brownish green, somewhat
poikilitic, and is larger in size than associated calcic oligo-
clase. Other minerals include quartz, epidote, and chlorite.
Sparse chlorite is formed along margins of some hornblende
grains. Sphene and opaque minerals occur in trace amounts.
Foliation well developed.

NK 308. Partly streaked, massive amphibolite exposed on T7.S.
Route 64, north 0.3 mile from Salem Church in Corbin Kunob
7%-minute quadrangle, North Carolina. Dark greenish gray
to black, mostly medium grained. In places, thin discontinu-
ous streaks of felsic segregations of plagioclase and quertz
are common and give a striped appearance to rock. Horn-
blende, calcic oligoclase, and quartz are principal constitu-
ents. Hornblende is brownish green, ranges from anhedral to
subhedral, and is locally poikilitic. Oligoclase is smaller than
hornblende and is commonly aggregated with quartz, form-
ing felsic streaks. Minor amounts of biotite, apatite, magme-
tite, and epidote, and traces of both calcite and chlorite are
present. In general, amphibolite is well foliated.

NK 309. Thin-layered amphibolite exposed on U.S. Route 64,
half a mile from east edge of Cashiers 7%-minute quadran=le,
North Carolina. Rock shows interlayering of biotite felsic
gneiss and other amphibolites. Dark greenish gray, fine to
medium grained, amphibolite has a general salt-and-pepper
appearance. Segregation of felsic and mafic constituents is
common and locally gives rock a striped appearance. For
most part, amphibolite has xenomorphic texture, but locally
is lepidoblastic. Hornblende, which makes up about 72 percent
of rock, is brown with a green tint and is largest grai~ed
mineral present. Other minerals include calcic oligoclase,
quartz, biotite, sphene, and magnetite. In places, minerals
are elongate in plane of foliation.

NK 310. Thin layer of amphibolite exposed on U.S. Route 64,
about 0.55 mile from east edge of Lake Toxaway 7%-minute
quadrangle, North Carolina. Part of a layered sequence of
biotite felsic gneiss and thin-layered amphibolite. Dark to
medium-gray, fine-grained ; mostly a xenomorphic texture and
a striped appearance that is due to the segregation of some
of its felsic and mafic constituents. 'Hornblende amd calcic
oligoclase are principal minerals. Hornblende is green to
brownish green and mostly anhedral. Epidote is uniformly
distributed : quartz, apatite, and magnetite are irregulerly
distributed. Trace amounts of chlorite and sericite. Foliation
well developed.

ses of amphibolite samples collected in the study area
(fig. 1). These samples are believed to be representa-
tive of the amphibolites in the area. The analyses
correspond in composition to analyses of basalts
(Nockolds, 1954). The amphibolites are calcium rich;
aluminum content, except for one sample, varies little;
sodium is the dominant alkali, as potassium is present
in rather small quantities. Only one sample (NK 304)
can be considered magnesium rich; in the other sam-
ples, total iron exceeds magnesium. Titanium oxide
generally exceeds 1 percent (table 1). Semiquantita-
tive spectrographic analyses (table 2) indicate that
the amphibolites have, on the average, a higher con-
tent of Cr and Ni than do the more felsic gneisses in
the area (Nelson, unpub. data).

Amphibolites in the report area are characterized,
therefore, by having relatively moderate to high
values of Cr, Ni, and Ti and low Niggli % ratios
(Niggli, 1954, p. 12-14).

TABLE 2.—Semiquantitative specirographic analysis of amphibo-
létes from a part of the Knoxville quadrangle tn western North
arolina

[Results are reported in percent to the nearest number in the series 1, 0.7, 0.5, 0.3.
0.2, 0.15, 0.1, and so forth, which represent approximate midpoints of interval
data on a geometric scale. The assigned interval for semiquantitative results will
include the quantitative value about 30 percent of the time. Analyst: W. B.
Crandell. 0, looked for but not detected]

Field No._.. NK 304 NK 305 NK 307 NK 308 NK 309 NK310
Lab. No_... W168622 W168623 W168624 W168625  W168626 W168427
Ba______ 0. 02 0.007 0.002 0.002 0.01 0. 01
Be _____ . 00015 0O 0 0 0 0
Co..____ . 005 . 0015 . 005 . 003 . 002 . 003
Cr______ .15 .01 . 015 . 007 . 007 . 0015
Cu_.____ . 007 . 007 . 0015 . 007 . 007 . 075
Ga______ . 0007 . 0015 .001 .0015 .0015 .0715
La______ . 005 0 0 0 0 -0
Mo_____ 0 0 0 .0003 © 0
Nb..____ 0 0 0 0 . 0005 . 0705
Ni___.__ .05 . 005 .01 . 007 . 007 . 072
Pb______ 0 .001 O 0 0 0
Se___.__. . 005 . 002 . 005 . 005 . 002 . 073
Sro_____ . 005 . 015 .01 . 007 . 02 . 03
A/ . 015 .01 .02 . 015 .02 . 015
Y_______ .002 . 002 002 . 002 . 003 . 03
Yb______ . 0002 .0002 .0002 .0002 .0003 .07203
Zr______ . 015 . 005 003 . 003 .01 .01
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Leake (1964) indicated that amphibolites having a
high Cr, Ni, and Ti content and low Niggli % values
are almost certainly igneous in origin; they probably
were derived from basalts, dolerites, or basic tuffs. He
mentioned that amphibolites with low Cr, Ni, and Ti
values and with high Niggli £ values can be of either
igneous or sedimentary origin. Evans and Leake
(1960) made a study of layered amphibolite bodies
from TIreland and suggested a chemical means for
determining their origin. As no completely diagnostic
abundance criteria for major- or minor-element dis-
tribution are presently known for distinguishing the
various amphibolites, Leake (1964) suggested that
trends of variation—rather than absolute concentra-
tions—in the amounts of elements in amphibolites
compared with similar trends of known igneous and
sedimentary rocks are most useful in determining
para-amphibolites from ortho-amphibolites.

Figure 2 shows the ‘plots of Niggli mg versus ¢
values (Niggli, 1954) of various amphibolite samples,
the fields for pelitic rocks and Karroo dolerites of
South Africa (basic igneous rocks), and the variation
trend of the basic igneous rocks (Leake, 1964, p. 241).
Because the amphibolites from the Knoxville quad-
rangle have a rather wide range of mg values, plots
for individual samples are shown. These plots follow
the trend of variation of basic igneous rocks quite
closely.

Figure 3 shows plots of Niggli mg, ¢, and al-alk
values for individual amphibolite samples and gives
the field and variation trend for basic igneous rocks
(Karroo dolerite samples) (Leake, 1964, p. 243). The
field for typical pelitic and semipelitic rocks is shown
for comparison. Plots for amphibolite samples from
the Knoxville quadrangle and vicinity follow fairly
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Freure 2.—Niggli ¢ (Ca0) and mg (MgO/FeO+MnO+2Fe.0:+
MgO) variation diagram comparing amphibolites from the
Knoxville quadrangle and vicinity with Karroo dolerites
(basic igneous rocks). Fields for Karroo dolerites and pelitic
rocks are from Leake (1964).
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K:0)ternary variation diagram comparing amphibolites
from the Knoxville quadrangle and vicinity with the Karroo
dolerites (basic igneous rocks). Fields for pelite and semi-
pelite and for Karroo dolerites are from Leake (1964).

closely the variation trend of the basic igneoms rocks.

According to the analyses (table 1) the amphibolites
of the report area apparently were not derived from
shales (caleareous), because the amphibolite samples
have a high total iron and magnesium content and low
CO, content. Also, they do not seem to heve been
derived from magnesian limestones (table 1), because
the magnesium plus calcium content of the amphib-
olite samples is not high enough. In addition, the
absence of tremolite and diopside and the presence of
only trace amounts of calcite, further indicate that the
amphibolite bodies were not. derived from celcareous
or dolomitic shale.

According to figures 2 and 3, the chemical nature
of these amphibolites is similar to that of basic igne-
ous rocks. The close coincidence of the amvhibolite
plots to the trend lines for basic igneous rocks in both
figures 2 and 3 strongly suggests an igneous origin
for these amphibolites. The chemical comparisons sug-
gest that they could have been derived from gabbros
or basalts, but there is no evidence whether they were
originally lavas, tuffs, or intrusive rocks.

Shaw and Kudo (1965, p. 423-435) suggest a sta-
tistical approach to determining para-amophibolite
from ortho-amphibolite. To accomplish this, they list
several discriminant functions—X,, X,, and X; to be
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applied to the abundance levels of major oxides and
minor elements in a given amphibolite. The appropri-
ate functions were applied to the major oxides and
minor elements listed in tables 1 and 2. Values for
the function using the major oxides show that all but
two samples can be classed as ortho-amphibolite;
values for one function using minor elements indicate
that all but one sample should be classed as ortho-
amphibolite, and values for the other function for
minor elements indicate that all samples are ortho-
amphibolite.

Sample NK 307, tentatively classed as para-amphib-
olite by the discriminant function for major oxides,
is from the largest amphibolite body in the area; this
body is in part interlayered with and closely associated
with dunite and is therefore believed to be of igneous
origin. Samples NK 307 and 308, classed as para-
amphibolite by the major-oxide discriminant, have a
moderate to low Cr content, moderate to high Ni con-
tent, moderate TiO, content, and low Niggli %2 values.
Therefore, according to chemical criteria, these sam-
ples could be derived from rocks of igneous parentage.

CONCLUSIONS

Although they are not conclusive, field, chemical,
and statistical studies suggest that most amphibolites
in the south-central part of the Knoxville quadrangle
are ortho-amphibolites rather than para-amphibolites,
but it is not known whether these rocks were orig-
inally intrusive bodies, basic tuffs, or lava flows. Un-
doubtedly these basic igneous rocks formed during a
long span of time that began in the Precambrian and
possibly extended into the early Paleozoic. Probably
many of the amphibolite bodies represent thin-bedded
pyroclastic deposits of basaltic composition and basalt
flows that were interbedded with more felsic rocks.
An analog of this type of deposition is i north-
central Puerto Rico, where much of the area is under-
lain by bedded basaltic tuff and basalt of Cretaceous
age, interbedded with more felsic deposits and vol-
canic sandstone and siltstone (Nelson, 1966a, p. 6-11;
1966b; Nelson and Monroe, 1966, p. 3-8).

Undoubtedly, some of the larger, massive coarse-
grained amphibolite bodies, especially those closely
associated with dunite, represent intrusive rocks of
gabbroic composition, and some of the thinner am-
phibolite bodies may represent doleritic dikes.
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LAWSONITE BLUESCHIST FROM NORTH-CENTRAL OREGON

By DONALD A. SWANSON, Hawaiian Volcano Observatory,

Hawaii National Park, Hawaii

Abstract.—Lawsonite blueschist crops out in two windows of
pre-Albian metamorphiec rocks near Mitchell, north-central
Oregon. It is associated with serpentine in one of the windows,
and with chert, quartzite, crystalline limestone and marble,
and mafic metavolcanie rocks in both windows., The blueschist
strikes northeast and lies along the projected trend of similar
rocks in the Klamath Mountains. The occurrence of the blue-
schist near Mitchell supports the suggestion by Warren Hamil-
ton and W. B. Myers that the Klamath trend extends north-
eastward across Oregon and follows the late Paleozoic or Meso-
zoic continental margin.

Lawsonite blueschist was found in two windows of
metamorphic rocks of pre-Albian, probably pre-
Cretaceous, age during reconnaissance geologic map-
ping in north-central Oregon. These localities of blue-
schist are the first ones reported from either east of
the Cascade Mountains or the area bhetween southwest
Oregon (Diller, 1898, 1903; Koch, 1966) and the
Northern Cascades in Washington (Misch, 1966).
(Optical and X-ray studies have shown that a specimen
of schist from eastern Oregon termed “glaucophanitic”
by Thayer and Brown (1964, p. 1257), kindly loaned
me by T. P. Thayer, contains deep-blue-green horn-
blende, not glaucophane.) The blueschist is briefly
described here because its regional setting is of interest
to geologists studying pre-Tertiary structural trends
and conditions of metamorphism in western North
Amnerica.

The blueschist crops out on the walls of Myers Can-
yon (SW14, sec. 13, T. 11 S, R. 21 E.), 3 miles north
of Mitchell, Oreg., and in a belt extending south and
eastward from Tony Butte, about 6 miles northeast of
Mitchell (fig. 1). The rocks at Tony Butte lie along
the strike of the rocks in Myers Canyon (Bowers,
1953; Wilkinson and Oles, 1968). Exposures are best
in Myers Canyon and are easily reached by either a
short walk down the canyon from State Highway 207
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or a jeep road up the canyon from its mouth on
Bridge Creek (fig. 1). The Tony Butte locali‘y is ac-
cessible by jeep roads up Shoofly Creek cr Girds
Creek.

According to Wilkinson and Oles (1968), the pre-
Tertiary metamorphic rocks (which include the blue-
schist) unconformably underlie 9,000 feet of shale,
sandstone, and conglomerate of late Early Cretaceous
(early Albian) and, possibly, early Late Crotaceous
(Cenomanian) age. The blueschist is associated with
subordinate amounts of chert, quartzite, crystalline
limestone and marble, and mafic metavolcanic rocks
at both localities, and with serpentine at Tony Butte.
It is not clear whether the blueschist and associated
rocks are in depositional or structural contac*, owing
to strong deformation and intense shearing along the
contact. Poorly preserved fusulinids from crystalline
limestone in Myers Canyon indicate a Permian, pos-
sibly early Permian, age (Wilkinson and Ole=, 1968).
The schistosity of the blueschist is highly contorted,
but in general it strikes northeast, paralle! to the
dominant structural grain in this part of Oregon.

Most of the primary texture in the blue-chist is
destroyed, but aggregates of lawsonite in one sample
from Myers Canyon occur as pseudomorphs after
plagioclase phenocrysts in a porphyritic metabasalt.
Thin alternating quartz- and muscovite-rich layers in
another sample suggest interbedded silt and clay. The
texture of other blueschist in the area resembles that
of metagraywacke in textural-zone 3 of Blake, Irwin,
and Coleman (1967). Textures and mineral assem-
blages correspond to those of upper type-II and type-
IIT glaucophane schists of Coleman and Lee (1963).

The four blueschist samples examined by petrogra-
phic and whole-rock X-ray methods contain blue
amphibole and lawsonite, together with varying
amounts of white mica, chlorite, quartz, calcite, and
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traces of albite. Neither pumpellyite nor aragonite
was identified, although both are common in some
blueschist terranes elsewhere.

Blue amphibole makes up about 10 to 60 percent of
the blueschist sampled. Most of it is finely fibrous and
may be crocidolite (fibrous riebeckite), but in one
sample from Myers Canyon it is well-crystallized
crossite on the basis of axial plane 1 (010) and B~C.
Pleochroism of the crossite is relatively slight, so its
composition may be close to that of glaucophane. The
crossite crystals lie within the plane of schistosity but
are broken at the crests of folds in the schistosity,
indicating deformation after crossite crystallization.

Lawsonite, identified by its X-ray pattern and dis-
tinguished from zoisite in thin section by its two per-
fect cleavages, makes up about 4 to 30 percent of the
blueschist. The crystals are nearly colorless, only
faintly pleochroic in shades of yellow brown, and have
the prismatic shape characteristic of lawsonite. The
lawsonite occurs as aggregates replacing plagioclase
phenocrysts, as irregular areas in the matrix, and as
single isolated crystals, particularly in white-mica-
and chlorite-rich areas. The single crystals lie in or
close to the plane of foliation.

White mica and chlorite occur as feltlike aggregates
that commonly contain crossite or crocidolite and
lawsonite. Calcite fills veinlets and occupies irregular
patches in the matrix. It has an optic angle of <5°
and is therefore probably a secondary mineral unre-
lated to inversion from aragonite, the normal high-
pressure carbonate in blueschists (Boettcher and
Wyllie, 1967; Coleman and Lee, 1962). Albite occurs
as tiny scattered crystals in the matrix and as narrow
veinlet fillings. A green prismatic mineral occurs in
one sample but is too sparse (<0.5 percent) to be
identified on a whole-rock diffraction pattern. It is
too fine grained for optical identification, but judg-
ing from its mineral association, the mineral is most
likely either pumpellyite or an acmitic clinopyroxene.

The lawsonite blueschist near Mitchell bears im-
portantly on the understanding of the tectonic devel-
opment of the Pacific Northwest because of the unus-
ual conditions governing blueschist metamorphism
and the restricted geographic occurrence of blue-
schists. Experimentally determined stability fields of
diagnostic blueschist minerals suggest that, during
blueschist metamorphism, temperatures are the same
as those of greenschist metamorphism but pressures
are far higher. Commonly quoted pressure-tempera-
ture conditions are on the order of 6 to 9 kilobars and
200°C to 300°C (Ernst, 1965; Coleman, 1967; Blake
and others, 1967). Petrologists disagree on the geo-
logic environment leading to such conditions. Some
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attribute them to rapid, deep burial (Ernst, 1965);
others suggest a combination of deep burial and an
extremely low geothermal gradient (Bailey and oth-
ers, 1964); still others relate the formation of blue-
schists to tectonic overpressures, particularly at the
sole of large thrust plates (Blake and others, 1967;
Coleman and Lee, 1962, Coleman, 1967). V’hatever
the environment, it appears to be one that is devel-
oped exclusively along continenta! margin~ or in
island arcs (Plas, 1959; Ernst, 1965; Coleman, 1967).
If this is true for the lawsonite blueschist near Mitch-
ell, the continental margin during late Palenzoic or
Mesozoic time must have passed througlh north-
central Oregon, as many geologists have suggested on
the basis of the distribution of late Paleozoic and
Mesozoic eugeosynclinal rocks (Dickinsor, 1962;
Dickinson and Vigrass, 1964; Hamilton, 19€3).

The lawsonite blueschist near Mitchell is of further
interest because it crops out along the projected strike
of pre-Tertiary lawsonite blueschist and otker rocks
in the Klamath Mountains of northwestern C-lifornia
and southwestern Oregon. Hamilton (1963) and
Hamilton and Myers (1966) have proposed that the
pre-Tertiary rocks in the Klamaths are, or once
were, continuous with pre-Tertiary rocks in north-
eastern Oregon beneath a cover of Tertiary rocks,
although Thayer and Brown (1964) have disagreed
with this concept. The blueschist near Mitchell neither
proves nor disproves this proposed correlation, but it
is supporting evidence for it, in view of the unusual
pressure-temperature conditions necessary for lawson-
its blueschist metamorphism. Furthermore, the blue-
schist-serpentine association so common in the Kla-
maths (Blake and others, 1967) is duplicated near
Tony Butte, where Bowers (1953, p. 64-65) reports
“dikes” of serpentine intruding metamorphic rocks,
some of which are blueschist. On the basis of present
fieldwork, I interpret this serpentine to be in fault
slivers, not dikes, just as it is in the Klamaths. Rock
types associated with the blueschist and serpentine
are also comparable in the two areas, and st*ructural
trends are similar. _

It is of interest that the blueschist localitie~ in both
southwestern and north-central Oregon lie ¢long the
northwestern (oceanic) side of the pre-Tertiary out-
crop belts (fig. 1), whereas metamorphic rocl's within
the interior (continental side) of the belt~ are of
higher grade (higher temperature of formation), pre-
dominantly greenschist and amphibolite facies
(Thayer and Brown, 1964; Brown and Thayer, 1966;
R. G. Coleman, written commun., 1968).

Pre-Tertiary metamorphic rocks crop out elsewhere
in central and northeastern Oregon (Walker and
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King, 1969), where it might prove fruitful to search
for lawsonite blueschist in light of its occurrences
near Mitchell and its regional tectonic significance.
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OLIGOCENE RHYOLITE IN THE DENVER BASIN, COLORADO

By G. A. IZETT, G. R. SCOTT, and J. D. OBRADOVICH, Denver, Colo.

Abstract.—A rhyolite tuff formerly included in the Dawson
Arkose of Late Cretaceous and Paleocene age is of early Oligo-
cene age and constitutes a separate map unit. Biotite from the
rhyolite has a potassium-argon age of 34.8 = 1.1 m.y.

The paucity of extrusive rhyolitic rocks of early
Tertiary age in Colorado led the writers to study
stratigraphic relations and to collect rock samples for
isotope age determinations of a purported lower
Tertiary rhyolite tuff near Castle Rock, Colo. This
rock is the only rhyolite assigned an early Tertiary
age on the geologic map of Colorado (Burbank and
others, 1935). An isotope age determination made on
a sample of the rhyolite verifies stratigraphic rela-
tions that suggest a middle Tertiary rather than an
early Tertiary age as previously thought. Biotite
separated from the rhyolite has a potassium-argon age
of about 35 million years, which is early Oligocene.
The Oligocene is currently believed to have begun
37-38 million years ago (Harland and others, 1964,
p. 260).

Outcrops of the rhyolite tuff extend from an area
about 6 miles north of Castle Rock, Colo., south to a
point a few miles north of Monument, Colo. The out-
crop area lies along the east side of the Front Range
in the central part of the Denver basin (fig. 1). At
most places the tuff caps mesas underlain by the Daw-
son Arkose of Late Cretaceous and Paleocene age
(Brown, 1943), but a few miles southeast of Castle
Rock it is overlain by lower Oligocene Castle Rock
Conglomerate. The rhyolite outcrops are part of a
once-continuous ash flow probably less than 50 feet
thick that was extruded onto an Eocene(?) erosion
surface cut on the Dawson Arkose. According to
Richardson (1915), the erosion surface dips northeast
about 75 feet per mile.

Richardson (1915, p. 9) included the rhyolite tuff
that we date here as early Oligocene in the “extreme
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upper part™ of the Dawson, and he assigned an early
Eocene age to the Dawson. At critical outcrops, about
4 miles southeast of Castle Rock, “20 to 30 feet of fine-
textured arkose lies between the rhyolite and the base
of the Castle Rock conglomerate” (Richardson, 1915,
p. 7). In these outcrops the friable fine-grained arkose
stratigraphically above the rhyolite, thonght by Rich-
ardson to be Dawson, is interpreted by the vriters to
be part of the overlying Castle Rock Conglomerate.
Although the arkose is fine grained and less well in-
durated than the typical coarse Castle Rock Conglom-
erate, it probably represents an early alluvial facies
of the Castle Rock that was deposited soon after ex-
trusion of the rhyolite ash flow. The Dawson and the
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silica and 4 percent nonsiliceous, nonaluminous min-
erals.

COMPARISON OF ORDOVICIAN ARGILLITE AND SHALE
WITH OTHER ROCKS AND SEDIMENTS

Comparison with normal shale

Comparison of analyses of Ordovician argillite and
shale with published analyses of similar rocks of differ-
ent ages herein called normal shale (table 5 on page
B29 ; fig. 4) shows the Ordovician rocks to be unusual in
several respects. Their SiO, content is abnormally high,
but they are not merely normal shales with extra silica
as 1s shown in table 6. In this table the SiO, content of
average normal shale has been adjusted to the level of
Si0, in average Ordovician argillite and shale. Al-
though such adjustment of Si0, automatically reduces
the A1,05, MgO, and TiO; contents of normal shales
to the level of these components in the Ordovician
rocks, it fails to bring the Fe,Q,;, CaO, Na.0, KO,
and P,O; into line. The relatively high P,O5s and CaO
contents of the Ordovician rocks may be partly due to
more abundant apatite. The relatively high content of
K,O and low content of Na,O in the Ordovician rocks
is ascribed to a higher ratio of illite to other clay
minerals.

Comparison with modern oceanic sediments

Modern pelagic sediments are principally red clay,
radiolarian or diatomaceous ooze, and globigerina
ooze. Published analyses of these sediments indicate
that red clay having a chemical composition similar
to that of normal shale is a universal pelagic sedi-
ment which is varied from place to place (or time to
time) by addition of carbonate or silica (tables 5, 6 on
page B29; fig. 5). In other words, radiolarian ooze and
diatomaceous ooze apparently are composed of red clay
into which tests of Radiolaria or diatoms have settled ;
globigerina ooze is red clay into which tests of glob-
igerina have settled.

percent, of Ordovician chert of the Cordilleran eugeosyncline
8. D. Botts, Lowell Artis, G. W. Chloe, Hezekiah Smith and J. L. Glenn, 1963-67;

Spectrographic analyses
B Ba Cr Cu Ni Sr v Zr

0.002 0.07 0.0015 0.007  0.002 0.002 0.02 0.001
<.002 0.01 .0007 .005  <.0003 .001 003 . 001 1
.003 .05 . 0007 . 003 . 002 . 001 .003 L0015 2
. 005 .15 .002 . 003 . 0015 .003 . 007 .002 3
<.002 .15 .001 . 007 .002 .0015 . 005 . 001 4
. 005 .07 . 007 . 003 . 0007 . 0015 .015 .003 5
.002 .02 .003 . 007 . 002 . 0015 .02 <.001 6
.003 .02 .0015 . 003 . 0015 .0015 .015 . 003 7
. 007 .015 . 0015 . 005 . 0015 . 0015 .05 . 003 8
0
0.003 0.06 0.002 0.005  0.001 0.002 0.02 0.002 10

328-687 0—69——3

SiO;

FIeuRrE 4.—Ratios of major oxides in normal shale, slat-,
and phyllite as compared with those in Ordovician argil-
lite and shale of the Cordilleran eugeosyncline. All iron
calculated as Fe.0s. A, 40 Ordovician argillites and shales
of the Cordilleran eugeosyneline; B, 17 Pierre Shale,
Cretaceous (Tourtelot, 1962) ; €, 18 Littleton Formation,
Devonian (Shaw, 1956) ; D, 22 low-iron slates, Pro-
cambrian (Nanz, 1953) ; H, average 27 Mesozoic and
Cenozoic shales (Clarke, 1924) ; F, average 12 phyllites
(Rankama and Sahama, 1950) ; G, average 51 Paleozo‘e
shales (Clarke, 1924) ; H, average 11 phyllites (Rank-
ama and Sahama, 1950) ; I, weighted average 36 Pre-
cambrian slates (Nanz, 1953) ; J, average 18 phyllites
(Rankama and Sahama, 1950).

Si0:

Ficure 5.—Ratios of major oxides in siliceous oceanic
sediment as compared with those in Ordovician argillite
and shale of the Cordilleran eugeosyncline. All iron cal-
culated as Fe:0: A, 40 Ordovician argillites and shales
of the Cordilleran eugeosyncline; B, 22 red clays (T
Wakeel and Riley, 1961; Revelle, 1944) ; C, average 3
siliceous oozes (El Wakeel and Riley, 1961) ; D, 3 radin-
larian oozes (Revelle, 1944) ; E, 18 brown clays (Gold-
berg and Arrhenius, 1958).
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TABLE 5.—Average chemical composition, in weight percent, of normal marine shale, oceanic sediment, extrusive igneous rock, and

[Abbreviation: Tr., trace]

Ordovician argillite and shale of the Cordilleran eugeosyncline

Number

Averaged chemical analyses; carbonate, water, and carbon free

Kind of material of analyses Souree of data
Si0; AlO; Fe03t MgO Ca0  Na0 X:0 TiO: P05 M-0
Normal marine shale
Cretaceous shale_____.____ 17 Tourtelot (1962) .. __.__. 68.0 1725 6.5 2.1 0.8 1.2 28 068 017 0 22
Mesozoic, Cenozoic shale._ _ 27 Clarke (1924) ___________ 66.7 16.6 7.0 3.2 .2 2.2 32 .55 .24 T-.
Devonian pelitic rocks____ 18 Shaw (1956) ____________ 63.4 20.3 7.5 21 .4 L2 38 10 14 .07
Paleozoic shale__________ 51 Clarke (1924) ___________ 66.0 18.0 7.9 2.1 .0 L1 40 .83 16 T~
Total ... _____ 113
Average._ - oo 66.1 18.1 7.2 2.4 0.3 1.4 34 076 018 T-
Oceanic sediment
Siliceous ooze___________ 3 El(YVal{;eel and Riley 70.6 147 7.1 22 08 09 21 072 0.30 0 55
961).
Radiolarian ooze.________ 3 Revelle (1944)._________ 67.6 152 7.4 1.0 1.4 20 35 .69 .55 . 65
Redelay . ___________ 12 El(Walgael and Riley 60.4 19.1 89 37 10 L7 36 .92 .16 . 52
1961).
Redelay_ .. __________ 10 Revelle (1944)____ ______ 62.2 20.0 87 .9 .6 1.9 37 .8 .2 . 82
Globigerina ooze_________ 10 El(YVa]i)eel and Riley 61.9 187 87 29 .9 17 34 .8 .32 . 63
961).
Globigerina ooze__.______ 20 Ed(glingzt)on and Byers 66.1 150 6.7 44 .2 30 27 .96 .22 .22
942).
Total .. ______.__ 58
Average._ . .. 64.7 171 7.9 25 08 1.9 32 0.8 029 056
Extrusive igneous rock
Andesite, dacite, and 279 Daly (1933) oo oo __ 67.0 16.0 4.6 1.5 35 37 31 055 017 0.10
rhyolite.
Ordovician rocks of the Cordilleran eugeosyncline
Argillite and shale_____ __ 40 This report_____________ 83.2 87 24 1.2 09 02 27 043 031 002

t All iron calculated as Fe:03.

TaBLE 6.~—Chemical composition, in weight percent, of normal marine shale, oceanic sediment, and

content is adjusted to a constant value of 83.2

[Average silica contents adjusted from average values given in table §, this report]

extrusive igneous rock, whose silica

Rock type and silica mixtures (adjusted to 83.2 weight percent

Chemical composition; carbonate, water, and carbon free

8i02 content)
Al03 Fex031 MgO Ca0 Naz0 K:0 TiOg P:0s M10
Average normal shale, 100 parts; pure silica, 102
parts_ e 9.0 3.6 1.2 0.2 0.7 1.7 0. 38 0.09 Trece
Average oceanic sediment, 100 parts; pure silica,
110 parts_ . o ___ 81 3.8 1.2 .4 .9 1.5 . 40 .14 C. 27
Average acid to intermediate extrusive rock, 100
parts; pure silica, 96 parts_ . _______________ 8.2 2.3 .8 1.8 1.9 1.6 . 28 .09 .05
Average Ordovician argillite and shale (not ad-
justed) . - . __ 8.7 2.4 1.2 .9 .2 2.7 .43 .31 .02

1 All iron calculated as Fe0s.
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Pelagic calcareous Foraminifera and diatoms had
not evolved by Ordovician time and, other conditions
equal, Ordovician pelagic sediments, therefore, are
likely to have been composed almost entirely of red
clay and Radiolaria. On the basis of general composi-
tion and appearance, except for color, the Ordovician
argillites and shales of the Cordilleran eugeosyncline
could pass for lithified highly siliceous pelagic sedi-
ments. Chemical analyses, however, reveal differences
similar to those between the Ordovician rocks and
normal shale.

If sufficient pure silica is added to average red clay
to raise the SiO, content of the clay to the level of
Si0, in average Ordovician argillite and shale, the
Al,O;, MgO, and TiO, contents automatically de-
crease to about the level of these components in the
Ordovician rocks; but Fe,0,;, Ca0O, Na,0, K,O, P,0s,
and MnO fail to come into line. The disparity in CaO,
P.0;, and K,O can be explained by a greater content
of apatite and a higher ratio of illite to other clays in
the Ordovician rocks. The relative excess of Na,O in
modern oceanic sediment can be explained by a rela-
tive excess in the sediments of montmorillonite as op-
posed to illite or, perhaps, to occluded brine. Dispari-
ties in Fe,O; and MnO contents are not easily
explained.

Comparison with igneous rocks

Although igneous textures were not observed in thin
sections of the Ordovician rocks, it is conceivable that
argillite and shale are composed partly of fine-grained
acid to intermediate ash derived from distant explos-
ive volcanoes. Tables 5 and 6, and figure 6 indicate
that the addition of silica to ash of intermediate to
acid composition would produce deposits whose Al,O;
and Fe,O; contents would be similar to those of Ordo-
vician argillite and shale. However, such deposits
would be deficient in MgO, K.O, TiO,, and P,0; and
would have excessive CaQO, Na,O, and MnO.

The addition of silica alone to more basic ash could
not produce sediment of the right composition, and
the amount of silica and other materials necessary to
do so would be so great as to relegate the volcanic
material to an incidental role in the formation of
argillite and shale.

ORIGIN OF CHERT, ARGILLITE, AND SHALE

The uniformity of composition of normal shale and
siliceous pelagic sediment of widely differing geologic
ages and geographic locations (table 5; figs. 4 and 5)
suggests that this composition reflects random mix-
tures of material from a variety of normal sources.
Ordovician argillite and shale of the Cordilleran

PETROLOGY AND MINERALOGY

SiO,

F16¢URE 6.—Ratios of major oxides in igheous rock a~ com-
pared with those in Ordovician argillite and shale of
the Cordilleran eugeosyncline. All iron calculated as
Fe;0;. A, 40 Ordovician argillites and shales of the
Cordilleran eugeosyncline; B, 40 randomly selected
rhyolites and andesites; ¢, average rhyolite (Daly,
1933) ; D, average dacite (Daly, 1933) ; E, average an-
desite (Daly, 1933) ; F, average basalt (Daly, 1933) ;
@G, average peridotite (Daly, 1933).

eugeosyncline differ from these normal shsles and
pelagic sediments in their higher ratios of quartz,
illite, and probably apatite, to other minerals. Tllite is
assumed to be detrital or to be an altered form of
other detrital clay minerals. The reasons for the pre-
dominance of illite over other clay minerals in the
Ordovician rocks is unknown. The addition of unusu-
ally large volumes of volcanic ash to normal shale and
pelagic clay could not bring their composition into
close agreement with that of the Ordovician argillite
and shale. The unique composition of the Ordovician
rocks therefore must reflect unusual source areas or
unusual depositional conditions bearing principally on
the deposition of silica. The possible sources of silica
and means of deposition are reviewed and evalnated in
the following sections of this report.

SOURCE OF SILICA

Streams

Streams carry silica to the sea in solution, as col-
loids, and as detritus. The amount carried in solution
is enormous. About 4.3X10® metric tons of dissolved
silica is presently being carried to the sea each year
(Livingstone, 1963, p. 40, 41). At this rate an1 on the
assumption that the average silica content of the sea
is 6 parts per million, only 20,000 years vould be
required to supply the amount of silica presently in
solution.

In the lower reaches of streams the amount of silica
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in colloidal form is probably small relative to that in
true solution. The older idea that most silica In
streams is transported as a colloid (Twenhofel, 1932,
p- 526) was based on faulty data and has been dis-
proved (Krauskopf, 1956, p. 9). According to Kraus-
kopf, silica colloids in undersaturated solutions dis-
perse within a few days or weeks and become true
solutions. The amount of clay-sized and silt-sized
detrital quartz carried to the sea by streams is impos-
sible to estimate but is probably very large.

Submarine hot springs

Commonly the silica content of hot springs is a few
hundred parts per million. White (1957, p. 1640)
listed 10 analyses of high-temperature hot springs in
Western United States and New Zealand. Silica con-
tent ranges from 56 to 529 ppm and averages about
302 ppm. The average SiO, content of 12 samples of
water of volcanic origin from the United States, Italy,
Colombia, New Zealand, and the Philippines (Clarke,
1924) was found to be 252 ppm. White, Brannock,
and Murata (1956, table 2) gave 22 analyses of sam-
ples from hot springs in Yellowstone Park and in
California. The average silica content of these sam-
ples was 278 ppm.

The estimated total flow of all hot springs in the
United States (Stearns and others, 1937, p. 98) is no
more than 9.8X10% metric tons per year. If wé assume
an average silica content of 300 ppm, the annual dis-
charge of silica is 2.9X10° metric tons. If the density
of distribution of silica and the discharge of sub-
marine hot springs are similar to the density and dis-
charge of the continental hot springs in the United
States, then 1.4X107 metric tons of silica is being dis-
charged beneath the sea at the present time. If we
assume a wider extent of Ordovician seas and a sim-
ilar rate of flow, possibly 2X107 tons was discharged
per year in Ordovician time. This amount is less than
one-twentieth the quantity of dissolved silica now
carried to the sea annually by rivers.

Submarine weathering of extrusive rock

In this process silica is supposed to dissolve from
volcanic ash during its descent in the sea or from lava
and ash on the sea floor. The dissolved silica is then
available for precipitation under favorable conditions.
Experimental work by Kennedy (1950) indicates that
under the high pressures and temperatures possible in
deep water at hot lava-water interfaces the solubility
of silica is fairly high—several hundred parts per mil-
lion. In solutions of such high concentration, silica
tends to precipitate on cooling of the solution or on
convection upward to zones of lower pressure unless
this tendency is nullified by dilution.
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There is little reason to doubt the validity of sub-
marine silica solution, especially under conditions of
high pressure and temperature, and doubtless some
dissolved silica is supplied to the sea by this process.
An estimation of the amount is difficult to make, 1'ut
the evidence from Ordovician rocks of the Cordilleran
eugeosyncline tends to minimize the importance of this
source.

Analyses of pillow lava from the Valmy Formation
(unpub. data, and Roberts, 1964) show normal sili~a-
iron-alumina ratios for intermediate to basic rock. The
alteration of some Ordovician greenstone may be in
the direction of silica accretion rather than depletion.
For example, Gilluly and Gates (1965) and Gilluly
and Masursky (1965) indicated that andesine in gre-n-
stone of the Valmy Formation has been partly re-
placed by albite and quartz.

Fine-grained quartz of problematic origin composes,
on the average, about 50 percent of the chert, argillite,
and shale series. If 10 percent of the silica of gresn-
stone were lost by reaction with sea water and pre-
cipitated to form, with other constituents, a mired
assemblage of chert, argillite, and shale, the volumet-
ric ratio of greenstone to sediments would have to be
about 10:1. The much lower ratio of greenstone to
fine-grained silicic rocks in most areas and the indi~a-
tions that greenstone had not lost a large amount of
silica compel the conclusion that the capacity of gre~n-
stone to supply the silica required by associated cherty
sediments is strikingly inadequate.

Typically, chert, argillite, and shale are interlayered
with one another and with siltstone, quartzite, and
greenstone, but apparently with no regularity of se-
quence. If a cause-and-effect relationship exists, the
most siliceous sediment should directly overlie gre-n-
stone consistently. Merriam and Anderson (1942) aud
Roberts (1964) described examples of greenstone over-
lain by chert, but Roberts also showed thick units of
chert which do not overlie greenstone. In the Shoshone
Range, Nevada (Gilluly and Gates, 1965, pl. 1), no
consistent sequential relation is found. In the Palmetto
Formation (Albers and Stewart, 1965), in the To-
quima Formation (Ferguson, 1924), and in the Sams
Spring and Petes Summit Formations (Kay and
Crawford, 1964), conspicuous black bedded chert urits
overlie shale which, in turn, overlies quartzite.

DEPOSITION OF SILICA

Inorganic precipitation of quartz from solution

The concentration of dissolved silica in modern s»as
varies from near zero, in surface waters which have
been depleted of silica by diatoms and other organ-
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isms, to about 6 ppm (Goldberg, 1965), p. 164), 8
ppm (Sverdrup and others, 1942, p. 176), or 10 ppm
(Krauskopf, 1959, p. 16) in deeper water.

The solubility concentration or saturation point of
quartz in sea water is not known with certainty. Siever
(1957, p. 826) calculated the value at 7-14 ppm. Gard-
ner (1938) determined the solubility to be 6 ppm.
Kennedy (as quoted by Krauskopf, 1956) estimated
the solubility to be possibly less than 6 ppm, and
White (as quoted by Krauskopf, 1959) reported an
-experimental value of 7 ppm or a little higher. Al-
though none of these figures may be entirely reliable
they agree in establishing the solubility of quartz at a
figure near that of the actual concentration in modern
sea waters.

Although quartz does not crystallize from saturated
solutions in the laboratory, failure to do so may be
due simply to lack of sufficient time (Krauskopf, 1956,
p. 5; Siever, 1957, p. 827) ; and, in the formation of sedi-
ments, lack of time on a human scale is hardly a re-
straining factor. Inorganic precipitation of quartz
from sea water of near-normal silica content should
therefore be considered as a significant source of silica
in sediments.

Biochemical precipitation of opal

The solubility concentration of opal in sea water at
low temperatures is several tens of parts per million
(Krauskopf, 1956, 1959). Therefore, the concentra-
tion of silica in sea water is normally far below the
saturation point for opal, and inorganic precipitation
of opal is impossible.

Radiolaria extract silica from undersaturated, near-
surface waters for building their opaline skeletons. Af-
ter death of the organism the skeletons sink to the bot-
tom and may eventually crystallize to form chert or
cherty rock. The results and proof of this process are
so obvious in both modern and ancient sediments that
validity of this process needs little supporting argu-
ment. The danger is that the process will be over-
emphasized. Precambrian bedded cherts are generally
free from obvious radiolarian remains and are un-
likely to have formed by organic precipitation. Inves-
tigation of Holocene oceanic bottom sediments (Rie-
del, 1959, p. 85) indicates that biogenic precipitation
commonly accounts for only a small part of the silica
in Holocene radiolarian oozes and other siliceous sedi-
ments. Many samples examined in the present inves-
tigation of Ordovician rocks are devoid of any recog-
nizable biogenic silica. In other samples, biogenic sil-
ica forms a small part of the rock and is clearly dis-
tinguishable from other silica of problematic origin.

PETROLOGY AND MINERALOGY

If the problematic silica is organic it must be com-
posed of radiolarian skeletons that have been thor-
oughly masticated by some unknown agent that did
not disturb the thinly laminated sediments.

Adsorption on settling solids

Bien, Contois, and Thomas (1959) cited evidence
that soluble silica in Mississippi River water is re-
moved from solution by adsorption on suspended
solids during mixing with sea water. The ratio of
adsorbed silica to detrital solids is unknown, so it is
impossible to determine what sort of sediment could be
formed. Presumably it would be siliceous shale or
argillite rather than pure chert in which the auantity
of identifiable clastic material is very low. Adsorption,
and presumably deposition of at least the larger parti-
cles, occurs near mouths of rivers and accounts more
easily for silica in deltaic sediments than it does for
extensive geosynclinal deposits. To form bedded chert
the detrital particles on which silica is adsorbed would
have to be composed almost entirely of quartz.

Coagulation of colloids

Most colloidal silica in streams probably disperses
and becomes a true solution before entering the sea
(Krauskopf, 1956, p. 20). Any remaining colloidal sil-
ica 1s likely to be precipitated near the mouths of
streams owing to the electrolytic property of se+ water.
Normally these deposits should be local, as~ociated
with near-shore sedimentary features, and flooded by
detrital sediment. They should also be small owing to
the scarcity of colloidal silica in streams. The process
seems wholly inadequate to account for the silica in
widespread geosynclinal deposits, especially deposits
of bedded chert.

Mechanical conceniration of siliceous detritus

Some of the larger silt-sized quartz grains in the
Ordovician chert, argillite, and shale are believed to
be detrital because, in contrast to the finer grained
matrix of interpenetrating grains in which they lie,
they are distinctly angular and are commorly well
sorted and concentrated in certain beds. On the aver-
age, these grains constitute 5-10 percent of the Ordovi-
cian cherty rocks. It seems reasonable that at least an
equal percentage is composed of detritus that is too
fine grained to be identified as such. Conceiv~bly all
the nonbiogenic quartz is detrital. If so, either the
provenance terrane was abnormally rich in finely
divided quartz or some unknown process selectively
winnowed out argillaceous material and moved it to an
unknown place of deposition.
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HYPOTHESIS

The enormous volume of dissolved silica that can be
and is now being carried by streams to the sea is en-
tirely adequate to account for large siliceous deposits.
Exceptional or local sources of dissolved silica are no
more necessary to account for siliceous deposits than
are exceptional or local sources of lime necessary to
account for limestone.

The large volume of dissolved silica entering the
sea compels constant precipitation of silica. This can
be accomplished by organic precipitation of opal and
by inorganic precipitation of quartz. In Precambrian
time, precipitation had to be by inorganic means be-
cause siliceous skeletons had not yet been developed,
but in Paleozoic time inorganic and organic precipi-
tation assumed coordinate roles.

Opaline tests are constructed by Radiolaria from
silica supplied by streams to surface waters. As the
Radiolaria die, their tests tend to redissolve both dur-
ing descent and while lying exposed on the bottom.
Where circulation near the bottom is slow, the silica
content of bottom waters is built up by this process to
the saturation point with respect to quartz (10 ppm
or less). Quartz then begins to precipitate. It may form
as crystals in bottom waters or may replace undis-
solved opaline skeletal materials on the bottom. In
any event, inorganic precipitation continues as long as
the Radiolaria keep supplying dissolved silica to bot-
tom waters. The essential basis of this process is the
wide divergence between the solubilities of opal and
quartz (Krauskopf, 1956, 1959), which permits simul-
taneous solution of opal and precipitation of quartz.

The kind of sediment formed depends mainly on
the rates of Radiolaria production and of detrital sedi-
mentation. The rate of Radiolaria production directly
governs the rate of inorganic precipitation of quartz.
When the rate of detrital accumulation is high the
proportion of undissolved opaline skeletons and pre-
cipitated quartz is relatively low and the resulting
sediment tends to have the composition of normal
shale and pelagic sediment. When the detrital rate is
very low the resulting sediment tends to approach the
composition of bedded chert. Intermediate rates tend
to yield rocks of intermediate composition. The preva-
lence of siliceous rocks in the Ordovician eugeosyncline
reflects two conditions—abundant dissolved silica and
sparse detritus. These conditions point to unusual
tectonic stability and subdued relief of borderlands.
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ACCESSORY SPHENE FROM HYBRID ROCKS OF THE MOUNT WHEE ER

MINE AREA, NEVADA

By DONALD E. LEE,' ROBERT E. MAYS,? RICHARD E. VAN LOENEN,!
and HARRY ). ROSE, JR.;? !Denver, Colo., 2Menlo Park, Calif., *Washington, D.C.

Abstract.—Chemical data, unit-cell parameters, and optical
properties are listed for 14 accessory sphenes recovered from
hybrid granitoid rocks exposed north of the Mount Wheeler
mine, White Pine County, Nev. The environment of these
sphenes is well known from a careful field and laboratory study
that included chemical, spectrographic, normative, and modal
analyses for each of the rocks from which they were separated.
These sphenes contain a rather large assemblage of rare-earth
and other minor elements, and their physical properties and
major- and minor-element contents do mnot show the same
obvious response to whole-rock chemistry observed for their
coexisting allanites and zircons. Four sphenes contain detect-
able amounts of Bi, and 13 sphenes contain Mo in the general
range of 7-20 parts per million; the sphene structure appears
to be a preferred site for the Bi and the Mo present in these
rocks, All 14 sphenes contain a much less basic (and heavier)
assemblage of rare earths than do the allanites that coexist
with them.

Granitoid rocks crop out a few miles north of the
Mount Wheeler mine in the southern part of the Snake
Range, about 50 miles southeast of Ely, Nev. These
rocks are exposed in intrusive contact with Prospect
Mountain Quartzite, Pioche Shale, and Pole Canyon
Limestone, all of Cambrian age (Drewes, 1958). They
range in composition from grandiorite with a CaO
content of more than 4.5 percent to quartz monzonite
with a CaO content of about 0.5 percent, and a detailed
field and laboratory study (Lee, unpub. data) has
shown that this range in composition is related to
magmatic assimilation of the chemically diverse host
rocks. The change from high to low CaO values is
rather systematic over a horizontal distance of about
3 miles, and other major elements (and most minor
elements) tend to vary either directly or inversely with
Ca0. Amounts of quartz, microcline, plagioclase, and
biotite respond to the major-element chemistry of these
hybrid rocks. With a few notable exceptions the well-
defined chemical and mineralogical gradients exposed

are much what one would expect to find in a series
of differentiates. The relation between the chemistry
and accessory-mineral contents of these rocks was de-
scribed by Lee and Dodge (1964), who found a sym-
pathetic increase of sphene with CaO.

This paper presents minor-element analyses and
optical data for 14 accessory sphenes recovered from
these hybrid rocks. We also list major-element data
for 13 of these sphenes and unit-cell parameters for 8.
The location, major- and minor-element analyses,
norms, and modes for the granitoid rocks from which
these constituent sphenes were recovered will be pre-
sented in a later paper. The chemistry and physical
properties of some of the accessory minerals coexisting
with these sphenes have been discussed by Lee and
Bastron (1967) and Lee, Stern, Mays, and Van Loenen
(1968).

SPHENE ANALYSES AND PHYSICAL PROPERTIE™

After the preliminary work described by Lee and
Dodge (1964), the sphene concentrates were grcund
to —150 mesh (about 100 microns) and washed in tap-
water to remove material smaller than about 40 mi-
crons. Purification was achieved by centrifuging re-
peatedly in methylene iodine and by use of the Fr-ntz
isodynamic separator. As the final step in the cleaning,
each sphene fraction was subjected to ultrasonic vibra-
tion in distilled water for about an hour. With the
exception of sample 190-MW-61, each sphene analyzed
was at least 99 percent pure. During optical study of
the analyzed fractions no discrete grains of impurity
were found, but when each fraction was observed in
oil with an index refraction equal to the a index of the
sphene, tiny euhedral inclusions were found in some of
the grains. From their optical properties these inclu-
sions appear to be zircon and apatite, minerals that
tend to be closely associated with sphene in these rcaks.
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Figcure 1.—Relation between contents of CaO and accessory
sphene in hybrid granitoid rocks of the Mount Wheeler mine
area, Nevada.

As background for the following discussion, the
general relation between weight percentages of sphene
and CaO in these hybrid rocks is shown in figure 1.
However, although almost all rocks having less than
2.2 percent CaQ are practically devoid of sphene and
the most mafic rocks generally contain the most sphene,
we emphasize that the relation shown in figure 1 is
idealized and is not nearly as systematic and well
defined as the covariance between amounts of CaO and
other accessory minerals such as apatite, allanite, and
zircon (Lee and Dodge, 1964).

Optical properties and unit-cell parameters

The sphenes analyzed are listed (table 1) according
to CaO content of the rocks from which they were
recovered. The a refractive indices are all in the rath-
er narrow range of 1.895-1.910. Optic axial angles were
not systematically determined, but from inspection
during mineral purification work all appear to be
25-35(+), and all grains checked show the typically
strong sphene dispersion, with r>v. Unit-cell para-
meters (table 1) were calculated for eight of the ana-
lyzed sphenes by least-squares refinement of powder
diffractometer data, using an internal standard of
CaF, and a self-indexing computer program developed
by Evans, Appleman, and Handwerker (1963). All the
results are in rather good agreement with the data for
sphenes listed by Deer, Howie, and Zussman (1962,
p- 69).

Major elements

Thirteen of the sphenes were analyzed for SiO,,
Al,0;, TiO,, total iron( as Fe,0;), and CaO by means
of X-ray fluorescence (table 1). In general the major-
element chemistry is rather similar from one sample
to another. The TiO. contents of these sphenes tend to
increase as these hybrid rocks become more mafic (fig.

PETROLOGY AND MINERALOGY

2), but variations in amounts of other oxides appear
to be random and unrelated to chemical differences
among whole rocks.

Sphene 27-DL~61, highest in TiO, and CsQ and
lowest in Si0O,, also is the only one in table 1 recovered
from a large xenolithic mass, where assimilation is
relatively incomplete. Related investigations in the
area show that hornblende is dominant over biotite in
such xenolithic masses where assimilation is onl;” incip-
ient. The high TiO, content of sphene 27-DL-61
probably results at least in part from the dearth of
coexisting biotite, for where biotite is well developed it
is the main reservoir of the TiQ, present in the area’s
hybrid rocks, much as has been described for gr~nitoid
rocks elsewhere by Znamensky (1957). If we assume
that sphene in the more mafic parts of the main in-
trusive phase originally formed in equilibrium with
larger amounts of hornblende (since replaced by bio-
tite), the same reasoning outlined for sphene £7-DL~
61 might also help to explain the TiQ, trend shown
in figure 2. The tendency for hornblende in hybrid
rock to be replaced by biotite as assimilation proceeds
has been recognized by many previous writers.
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Minor elements

The minor-element contents of these sphenes (ex-
cept for rare earths) are listed in table 1. The suite
of elements represented is rather large, although it is
well recognized that the sphene structure often car-
ries significant amounts of elements not represented in
the type formula. (See, for example, Zabavnikova,
1957; Deer and others, 1962).

As noted previously, the sample of sphene 190-MW-
61 analyzed probably was less than 99 percent pure,
but minor-element data for it are included here be-
cause: it is the only sphene fraction we were able to
obtain from a rock having less than 2.2 percent CaO.
Only about 10 milligrams of this mineral was recov-
ered from more than 1,000 grams of crushed rock. The
sphene grains were etched and pitted, suggesting dis-
equilibrium with other minerals present in the rock.

Each of the other 13 sphenes analyzed was more
than 99 percent pure. However, in view of the fact
that some of the tiny inclusions already described
probably are zircon, some of the Zr content shown in
table 1 may not be present in the sphene structure. For
example, as little as 0.1 percent zircon contamination
would be equivalent to about 700 parts per million Zr.
The high P content is not so readily explained, but it
seems likely that P might be part of the structures of
some sphenes in table 1, even though some of the tiny
inclusions described appear to be apatite, because
about 0.8 percent apatite would be required to produce
a P content of 1,500 parts per million.

The most notable aspect of the hybrid rock exposed

north of the Mount Wheeler mine area is the large
number of rather systematic chemical and mineralogi-
cal trends that have been found to accompany the gen-
eral change from felsic to mafic representatives. Even
major- and minor-element contents of constituent acces-
sory minerals exhibit these trends. Such systematic dif-
ferences, if indeed they are present in these sphenes, are
not great enough, however, to be apparent from the
semiquantitative data in table 1. These sphenes (with
the exception of sample 190-MW-61 already described)
are well crystallized and are usually seen in thin sec-
tion as well-formed euhedra. There is nothing to indi-
cate that any of these sphenes is secondary or deuteric.

In view of the summary works cited above, the
significance of most of the minor-element data in table
1 is evident, but the Mo and Bi values deserve com-
ment. Sphene must have scavenged most of the Mo
present in the magmatic environment, for the element
was rarely detected in any minerals coexisting with
these sphenes. Sphene must have scavenged Bi too, for
this element was not detected in any other minerals
present in these rocks.

PETROLOGY AND MINERALOGY

Rare earths

Rare-earth contents of the sphenes are listed in
table 2, along with calculated atomic percentages of
the rare-earth assemblage present in each sphers. Also
listed for each is the quantity 3 La+ Ce+ Pr (in atomic
percentage of total rare-earth elements) as a numerical
index of the composition and of the stage of fraction-
ation attained by the rare-earth elements. This quan-
tity sigma (= La+Ce+ Pr) was introduced by Ifurata,
Rose, and Carron (1953) in a study of the total range
of variation in the composition of monazite vrith re-
spect to the rare-earth elements. Later studies (especi-
ally Murata and others, 1957) confirmed that this
quantity sigma is meaningful in comparing such anal-
yses, and it has therefore been used (table 2) in ap-
praising the rare-earth contents of accessory minerals
that coexist with the sphenes.

Some 21 allanite and 13 monazite samples from these
hybrid rocks have sigma values that vary from 61.3 to
80.9 atomic percent, which is an appreciable range of
composition in terms of the rare-earth elements (Lee
and Bastron, 1967). Moreover, sigma values of the al-
lanites and monazites vary directly with CaO content
of their host rocks, and allanites from the most mafic
rocks show a concentration of the most basic rare
earths (La, Ce, and Pr). Rare-earth contents of 25 ac-
cessory zircons from these hybrid rocks are much
smaller than amounts listed for the sphenes in table
2, but generally they express the same trend as that

~shown by the allanites and monazites; that is, the

heavier lanthanides are present in largest amcmnts in
zircons from the more felsic rocks, whereas the lighter
and more basic lanthanides increase in abundarce with
increasing lime content of the rock (Lee and others,
1968). '

The analyses of sphenes in table 2 fail to express the
same trend, for the sigma values of the sphenes are
not very obviously related to the CaO contents of the
rocks from which they were recovered. Were th= trend
for sphenes as well defined as for allanites, mcnazites,
and zircons, it would be clearly shown by even the
semiquantitative data in table 2. Sphenes, then, do not
show the regular minor-element trends found in min-
erals coexisting with them.

Each sphene in table 2 has a sigma value much lower
than that of its coexisting allanite (Lee and IPastron,
1967), indicating a much less basic and heavier assem-
blage of rare earths in the sphenes. In discuseing the
distribution of rare earths in accessory sphene, Uskov
(1967) concluded, after a study of sphenes collected
from several widely diverse geologic environments, that
the chemistry of the rock-forming medium is more im-
portant than crystallochemical selection in determining
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fractionation of rare earths in sphene. For the hybrid
rocks in the Mount Wheeler mine area, in contrast,
crystallochemical selection was more important than
the chemistry of the rock-forming medium. In the
terminology of Uskov, our sphenes contain a “selective
yttrium” (as opposed to “selective cerium”) assem-
blage of rare earths.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In the hybrid granitoid rocks exposed north of the
Mount Wheeler mine the abundance of sphene tends
to increase directly with lime content of the rock. How-
ever, when sphenes are compared to other minerals
from the same rocks, their physical properties and ma-
jor- and minor-element contents show relatively little
response to whole-rock chemistry.

These sphenes contain a rather large assemblage of
rare earths and other minor elements. They scavenged
Mo and Bi, and they contain a heavier, less basic
assemblage of rare earths than do the coexisting alla-
nites.
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MICROINDENTATION HARDNESS OF MEMBIRS
OF THE LUDWIGITE-VONSENITE SERIES

By B. F. LEONARD, Denver, Colo.

Abstract—Microindentation hardness distinguishes members
of the ludwigite-vonsenite series from one another and aids in
estimating their Fe* content. Microindentation hardness varies
directly with Mg, inversely with Fe' Locality, weight per-
cent Fe”41Mn (in parentheses), and mean HVs for four
analyzed members are: Willis (0.5), 1254; Gorman (~16),
952 ; Riverside (28.7), 956; Jayville (42.0), 838. Gorman lud-
wigite behaves anomalously. Composition and microindenta-
tion hardness for the four members are best related by the
equation #=593.4—186.9 log..y, where @« is weight percent
Fe**+Mn, and ¥ is maximum HVs Qualitative properties of
the indentations are of minor use in distinguishing the mem-
bers.

Microindentation hardness provides an additional
means of distinguishing the members of the ludwigite-
vonsenite series from one another and estimating their
Fe*? content. This note supplements an earlier study
(Leonard and others, 1962) of the isostructural series,
whose generalized formula is (Mg, Fe*2, Mn), (Fe*3,
Al)BO;. Sample descriptions, chemical analyses, opti-
cal data in transmitted and reflected light, and X-ray
powder data for four members of the series are given
in that paper. The same analyzed specimens, numbered
the same way, are the raw material of this note.

Earlier, Lebedeva (1961, p. 109; 1963, p. 111, No.
234) reported the microindentation hardness of one
ludwigite at 50-gram load as 587-588, mean 567. Pud-
ovkina (Pudovkina and others, 1966, p. 34) recently
reported the microindentation hardness of 23 samples
of ludwigite as 588-1008, bimodal anisotropy 656 and
914; load is unspecified. The chemical composition and
locality of Lebedeva’s and Pudovkina’s samples are
not stated.

Equipment and procedures used in measuring micro-
indentation hardness of members of the ludwigite-
vonsenite series are summarized in the headnote of
table 1. Defective indentations and those less than
three diagonal lengths from the edge of the test grain
were rejected. The vonsenites were first tested at 100-

gram load because this is the standard load accepted
by the Commission on Ore Microscopy of the Interna-
tional Mineralogical Association. The ludwigites vere
tested at 50-gram load because some grains were too
small to accommodate the standard 100-gram load. The
vonsenites were then tested at 50-gram load to provide
consistent data for the series. A 50-gram load applied
to members of the series gives mean diagonal lengths
that are undesirably close to 10 microns, the lcwer
limit taken by W. Upytenbogaardt! as suitable for
measurement because the error of reading the diagonal
lengths of small indentations approaches *2 per-ent
with a measuring ocular of the sort used in this inves-
tigation. However, the choice here is between non-
ideal measurements or none at all.

Microindentation hardness is a load-dependent prop-
erty whose value commonly but not invariably in-
creases with decreasing load. The common effect seems
to be illustrated by the data in table 1, paired Nos. 3
and 3a, 4 and 4a. However, a test of the significance of
the difference between the means of the paired meas-
urements made at 50- and 100-gram load shows that
the difference is not statistically significant for the
pair 3-3a and is doubtfully significant for the pair
44a. For the latter pair the difference is signifi~ant
at the 90-percent confidence level only. In contrast,
the difference between the means of measurements
made at 50- and 100-gram loads on the two different
vonsenites 34 and 8a—4a is significant at the 95-per-
cent confidence level. If the microindentation hardness
data of table 1 are used in conjunction with reflextiv-
ity to identify vonsenites, preference should be given
to the more reliable values determined on the larger
indentations made at 100-gram load.

Additional information on the techniques anc' re-
sults of microhardness determination is given by

1'W. Uytenbogaardt, 1967a, Principles of micro-indentation hardness

measurement : Free Univ. Amsterdam, Dept. Mineralogy and Petr~logy,
Inst. Earth Secl. Pub.,, 8 p. [mimeographed].
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Bowie (1967, p. 131-158), Cameron (1961, p. 73-81),
Demirsoy (1968, p. 51-70), Gahm (1967), Lebedeva
(1963), Nakhla (1956), Parnamaa (1963), Povaren-
nykh (1963, p. 243-270), Tertsch (1960), Toubeau
(1963), W. Uytenbogaardt,'> Young and Millman
(1964), and others.

Two conventions for deriving the mean and range
of microindentation hardness values are followed in
the literature. According to convention 1, adopted by
most workers, one finds the hardness value for each
indentation from the mean length of its diagonals by
using tables appropriate for the load, or by calculat-
ing the hardness value from the applicable formula.
For Vickers hardness, the formula is
18544 P

a:

2'W. Uytenbogaardt, 1967b, Results of Vickers hardness measurements
on ore minerals, achieved in different laboratories since 1956: Free
Univ. Amsterdam, Dept. Mineralogy and Petrology, Inst. Earth Sei.
Pub., Second summary, 12 p. [mimeographed].

HV =

PETROLOGY AND MINERALOGY

where P is the load in grams (or pond in some Euro-
pean works) and 4 is the mean length of the diagonals
in microns. The resulting value is sometimes expressed
as “kilograms per square millimeter,” sometimes as a
dimensionless unit; the latter seems preferable to me.
(It is convenient to use the symbol HV,.,, HVs,,
* * * to indicate Vickers hardness at 100-gram load,
50-gram load, * * *, respectively.) The range of HV
is then taken as the extremes of the individval HV
values, and the mean is the arithmetic mean of the
individual values. According to convention 2, recently
adopted by some workers, one averages the lengths of
the short diagonals of all indentations, averages the
lengths of the long diagonals of all indentations, and
then finds the HV values corresponding to the squares
of these averaged diagonal lengths. The mean HV, or
midrange, is then taken as one-half the sum of the
extreme values. Both conventions yield means that are
virtnally identical, but the range reported ac-ording
to convention 2 is considerably restricted bec~use of

TABLE 1.—Microindentation hardness of analyzed members of the ludwigite-vonsenite series

[Leitz Durimet microhardness tester fitted with rotating st:

e; Vickers diamond indenter, nonpolarized light, green filter; specimens hand lapped with }4{-micrcn diamond

abrasive, mounted on plasticine, and leveled; descent and indentation periods 15 seconds each; 15 indentations per sample, each indentation diagonal measured twice]

Ludwigite Vonsenite
1 2 3 4 3a 43
WBM/541 L/60/WTSL  L/55/WTSV-3 J2.21 L/55/WTSV-3 F2.21
Fett4 Mo _.________________ weight percent__ 0.5 ~16 28. 7 42. 0 28.7 42.0
Load ... grams__ 50 50 50 50 100 100
Orientation effects minimal
Convention 1:
Range of HV from individual indentations._.__ 1049-1486 795-1197 810-1027 766-891 689-1003 707-803
Mean HV____________ . _________ 1254 952 956 838 883 756
Convention 2:
Range of HV from mean maximum and mini- 1197-1283 857-1072 927-985 810-874 858-894 724-782
mum lengths of diagonals of individual
indentations.
Mean HV . o _.__ 1240 946 956 842 876 753
Orientation effects distinet
Convention 1:
Sections L ¢! (8 indentations):
Range HV______________________.__ 1049-1283 795-965
Mean HV_____ . _____ 1175 879
Sections || ¢ 2 (7 indentations):
Range HV____ o _._. 1255-1486 891-1197
Mean HV.___ L __.__ 1345 1036
Convention 2:
Sections L ¢! (8 indentations):
ange HV_____________ . __ 1145-1225 857-891
ean HV_______________________________ 1185 874
Sections || ¢ 2 (7 indentations):
Range HV_ __ .. 1314-1379 985-1072
Mean HV____ L _.__ 1346 1028

Samples of Leonard, Hildebrand, and Vlisidis (1962):
1. NW Willis quadrangle, Montana.
2. Gorman distriet, California.
3. Riverside, Calif. (type locality of vonsenite). For HYV,

1 y axis of indentation H a.
2y axis of indentation || c.

polished section 3 of the original specimen was used,
instead of polished section 4, to provide abundant grains
in random orientation.

4. Jayville, N.Y.
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2000
1800 -
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FI16URE 1.—Microindentation hardness (Vickers hardness at 50-
gram load), ludwigite-vonsenite series.

the stage at which the averaging of diagonals is car-
ried out. Some workers report only a range, without
specifying the convention adopted; from their extreme
values one can derive only the midrange. The differ-
ent ranges obtained according to conventions 1 and 2
are reported in table 1 and shown on figure 1.

The dependence of HV,, on chemical composition
within the ludwigite-vonsenite series is striking. The
correlation between composition and maximum HV;, is
nearly linear, the two variables defining a line whose
equation is

2=593.4—186.9 logu v, (1)

logn y=3.17470—0.00535z, (1a)

where 2 is weight percent Fe*?+ Mn, y is maximum
HV;, according to convention 1. Solving equation 1 gives
weight percent Fe*?>+ Mn with a precision of =2 weight
percent. The data can be better accommodated in equa-
tions derived by least-squares fitting, but the anomalous
behavior of Gorman ludwigite (No. 2) makes this
manipulation of doubtful value.

For three members of the series (Nos. 1, 8, 4), the
two variables almost perfectly determine a line whose
equation is

or

r=734.9—237.0loguy, 2

or
logny=3.10084 —0.00422z, (2a)

where @ is weight percent Fe*2+Mn, y is mean HV,.
Equations (2) and (2a) use data reckoned according to
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convention 1. The corresponding equations for dats of
convention 2 are
x="764.3—246.9 logny (3)
log y=3.09544 — 0.00405z. (3a)
Solving equation 2 or 3 gives weight percent Fe*?+Mn
with a precision of +0.3 weight percent. Equatiors 2
and 3 come so close to defining the same line that data
obtained by one convention can be substituted in equa-
tions derived for the other without significant change
in the calculated results.

The fourth analyzed member (No. 2, from the Gor-
man tin district, Kern County, Calif.) behaves anor~al-
ously. Its mean HV,, falls well below the straight
line determined by the other three members (fig. 1),
and its logarithmic range of HV,, exceeds that of the
other members. Moreover, it alone yields a high pro-
portion of perfect, unfractured indentations (table 2).
Leonard, Hildebrand, and Vlisidis (1962) earlier
showed that other properties of Gorman ludwigite,
notably the dispersion of its mean reflectivity, vvere
anomalous with respect to those of the other memkers.
We suggested (p. 556-557) that tin might be the cause,
for its concentration is considerably higher in Gorman
ludwigite (1.2 percent Sn) than in the other members
(=0.x). The manner in which partial substitution of
foreign elements in a crystal lattice affects the mi~ro-
indentation hardness of a substance has been studied
by several workers, but the results for different sub-
stances are conflicting. Thus the tin content of Gorman
ludwigite may be suggested as a cause of its anomal-
ous microindentation hardness, as it was for anomalous
dispersion of reflectivity, but the true cause rem~ins
unknown. Certainly the anomaly is real and is not
due to accidents of specimen preparation or meas-re-
ment.

Possibly the anomaly presented by the mean HV;, of
Gorman ludwigite (No. 2) lies in the derivation of the
mean itself, rather than in the composition of this mem-
ber. Crystals of Willis ludwigite (No. 1) and aggregates
of Gorman ludwigite (No. 2) are markedly elongat~ llc.
HYV,, for these members is significantly higher on sec-
tions |¢ than on sections 1¢. The ranges of measure-
ments observed on the mutually perpendicular sections
supplement each other to form the total range for each
member. Mean HV,, for these members is arbitravily
taken as the mean of 7 indentations lic on elongate sec-
tions and 8 indentations | @ on sections | ¢, as there seems
to be no widely acceptable procedure for reporting the
mean HV of minerals showing markedly preferertial
crystallographic development. In contrast, the abun-
dant equant grains of the two vonsenites present many
sections that are randomly oriented. The ideal approach
for all members would perhaps be to determine the
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crystallographic orientation optically, in reflected light,
and then measure HV in an equal number of orienta-
tions ||e, b, and ¢ on prime sections. For minerals em-
bedded in their natural matrix, such an approach would
be both difficult and tedious. Because the arbitrary
weighting yields a credible mean for Willis ludwigite,
it should do so for Gorman ludwigite, unless some other
factor—here inferred to be Sn content—intervenes.

Using equations 2 or 3 to estimate the composi-
tion of ludwigites in the range 10 to 22 weight percent
Fet24+Mn leads to an error of +13 weight percent.
Until this part of the plot can be checked by measure-
ment of the microindentation hardness of appropriate
Sn-free samples, it seems preferable to emphasize the
anomalous behavior of Gorman ludwigite rather than
to use it as a control point in the series. At present,
appropriate samples are not available. One can only
wish that the suites of samples used in the excellent
studies by Brovkin, Aleksandrov, and Nekrasov (1963)
and by Nekrasov (1966) might be combined with the
suite investigated here.

Though the microindentation hardness of Gorman
ludwigite is anomalous relative to that of other mem-
bers of the series investigated here, the presence of ap-
preciable Sn in a ludwigite of this Fe*2 content is not
unexpectable. Nekrasov’s (1966, p. 191-197) chemical
and X-ray study of Sn in 95 ludwigites and vonsenites
from skarns of the northeast U.S.S.R. showed a re-
markable, consistent concentration of Sn in ludwigites
containing 17 to 25 weight percent Fe*2, Within this
restricted compositional range the ludwigites contain
0.57 to 1.33 weight percent Sn, averaging 0.79 percent.
The distribution of Sn in the total sample population
is nearly symmetrical about this peak value. The total
compositional range that was sampled is 2 to 42 weight
percent Fe+2, and the samples are distributed rather
homogeneously. Nine samples from areas outside the
northeast U.S.S.R. are uniformly low in Sn (trace to
0.128 weight percent), but none of the nine happens
to fall within the range of 17 to 25 weight percent
Fe+z. (See Nekrasov, 1966, fig. 66 and analytical data
in table 57, p. 193-194; the diagram is more readily
available in Nekrasov and others, 1965, p. 52.) Experi-
mental synthesis of Sn-bearing ludwigites by Nekra-
sov and others (1965) demonstrates that Sn is readily
taken up in the crystal lattice of ludwigites having
this favorable Fe*? content, the maximum quantity
being 18.5 weight percent Sn in synthetic ludwigite
containing 20.8 weight percent Fe*2.. The relatively
high Sn content of Gorman ludwigite is reasonably
representative of the largest group of natural ludwigites
and vonsenites studied to date, and so is the low Sn
content of the other members investigated here.
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TABLE 2.—Quality of indentations in analyzed members of the
ludwigite-vonsenite series

[Results are in percent]

1 2 3 4 3a 4a
WBM/ Lj60/ Lfs5/ J2.21  Lfs8 J2.21
541 WTSL WTSV-3 WTSV-3
Load.._._____ grams__ 50 50 50 50 101 100
Fractures:
None_—-.________ 0 44 0 0 0 0
Very slightly
fractured- ... _ 10 4 18 25 21 33
Slightly fractured. 50 39 70 69 5% 67
Defective;
discarded - .. ___ 40 13 12 6 21 0
Shapes (edges) of
usable indentations:
Straight_. . _______ 0 5 47 67 107 100
Very slightly
concave. . ____ 12 10 47 33 0 0
Concave.________ 88 85 6 0 0 0

Qualitative differences in the testing behsvior of
members of the series are also evident (table 2). As
noted above, only Gorman ludwigite (No. 2) yields a
high proportion of perfect indentations. Mos* inden-
tations on members of the series show one or a few
short fractures. These radiate from one or more cor-
ners of each indentation and are slightly oklique to
the indentation diagonals. Cleavage oblique to the
diagonals is weakly developed at one corner of some
indentations in the vonsenites. Roughly half ths inden-
tations at 100-gram load in Riverside vonsenite (No.
3a) show, in addition to rare or sparse linear fractures,
small conchoidal fractures along one edge. In some
grains, the conchoidal fractures fail to develop until
the test load has been released for a minute or longer.
Conchoidal fractures are absent from indentations
made at 50-g load in this vonsenite. Mg-rich ludwigite
(No. 1) is brittle; 40 percent of the tests cause severe
deformation, mostly by complete shattering of the
grains, though these were many times larger than the
indentations made in them. Fet>-rich vonsenite (No. 4)
gives rather uniformly good indentations. Intermediate
members (Nos. 2, 3) show a low proportion of defec-
tive indentations.

Indentation shape distinguishes the ludwigites (Nos.
1, 2) from the vonsenites (Nos. 3, 4). All indentations
are nearly equant, but the edges of all indentations
in ludwigite are very slightly to distinctly concave,
whereas those in vonsenite are straight at 00-gram
load (Nos. 3a, 4a) and straight or very sligltly con-
cave at 50-gram load (Nos. 3, 4). Load clear'y affects
indentation shape in these vonsenites.

The dependence of microindentation hardness on
composition in the 1udw1g1be—vonsemte series is be-
yond doubt. Hardness varies directly with Mg, n-
versely with Fe*?+Mn. Presumably the relation is so
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readily demonstrated because (excepting Sn-bearing
Gorman ludwigite) Mg and Fe? are the only signi-
ficant compositional variables in R*?, and Fe** and
Al are the only ones in R*. Aluminum varies almost
rectilinearly from 2.2 weight percent in Mg-rich
ludwigite to 0.8 weight percent in Fe*>-rich vonsenite,
and Mn does not exceed 0.x weight percent in any
member (data of Leonard and others, 1962, p. 531-
533 and fig. 3).

Several other simple series of opaque to quasiopaque
Fe-Mg minerals show microindentation hardness vary-
ing directly with Mg content, inversely with F+* content.
The simplest of these is the ilmenite-geikielite series
studied by Cervelle (1967), in which 6 of 10 analyzed
members closely fit a line whose equation, calculated
from Cervelle’s data, is #=116.7 log,oy —320.7, where 2
is weight percent MgO, v is mean HV at 100, 200, and
800 grams. The remaining four members are aberrant,
without evident reason but perhaps because the total
number of indentations measured was rather small.
Cervelle (1967, p. 18) cautioned against using microin-
dentation hardness to estimate composition within the
series; he found mean reflectivity to be more suitable.

Chromites studied by Demirsoy (1968, p. 61 and
fig. 84) and by Cameron and Desborough (1964) show
a similar direct relation between microindentation
hardness and Mg content, but one may infer that their
examples are complicated by the presence of both
Fer? and Fe'3, as well as Al, in major amounts. Thus
the plots of Demirsoy’s data for microindentation
hardness and reflectivity show considerable scatter.
Cameron and Desborough (1964, p. 212) found a nice
correlation among cell edge (indirectly representing
composition), microindentation hardness, and reflec-
tivity (the last varying inversely with Mg content).
Their chromites are transitional to Ti-bedaring mag-
netite containing ulvéspinel inclusions. Twenty-one
analyzed chromites studied by Mezafari (1967) are
magnesian varieties. Aluminum and Fe*?, as well as
Cr, Fe*2, and Mg, vary widely within the suite. Moza-
fari found no systematic relation between micro-
indentation hardness and composition.

Data for the magnetite-magnesioferrite series are
incomplete, but the individual observations of Rum-
yantsev (1965) for nearly pure magnetite, Sinyakov
(1966) for magnetite containing 10-13 percent MgO,
and Burke (én Uytenbogaardt®) and Demirsoy (1968,
fig. 102) for unanalyzed magnesioferrites, when com-
bined, illustrate a similar direct relation between mi-
croindentation hardness and Mg content. The more

3 See footnote 2,
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reliable published data for common spinel and hrer-
cynite point the same way.
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LARGER FOSSIL MAMMALS AND MYLAGAULID RODENTS FROM T&
TROUBLESOME FORMATION (MIOCENE) OF COLORADO

By G. EDWARD LEWIS, Denver, Colo.

Absiract.—Two diagnostic fossil vertebrate faunas occur in
the Troublesome Formation. One, lower stratigraphically and
older, is equivalent to faunal elements of the Merycochoerus
zone (Manrsland Formation) of Nebraska. The second, higher
stratigraphically and younger, is equivalent to faunal elements
of the Brachycrus zone (Sheep Creek Formation) of Nebraska.
If a twofold division of Miocene time be made, then these two
faunas represent, respectively, the end of early Miocene time
and late Miocene Time. A third fauna, the precise age of which
has not been determined as yet, may be somewhat older than
the two diagnostic faunas.

EARLIER WORK

Reported occurrences of vertebrate fossils from Mid-
dle Park, Grand County, Colo., were rare until 5 years
ago, although such reports date back to the Terri-
torial Surveys. The present short report deals with
mammalian fossils from the Troublesome Formation,
whence the first fossil mammal was reported 60 years
ago (1908). Before that time the only vertebrate fos-
sil reported from Middle Park was that by Leidy
(1873, p. 267-268), who wrote:

During Professor Hayden’s expedition of 1869, a fossil was
given to him as a “petrified horse hoof.” The specimen was
found in Middle Park, Colo., and according to Professor Hay-
den was probably derived from a formation of Cretaceous age.
* * * The fossil in question consists of one-half of a vertebral
body [centrum]
of a carnosaurian theropod dinosaur. This wretched
fragment is chiefly notable as the inadequate basis for
making Allosaurus of the Morrison Formation a syno-
nym of Antrodemus (Gilmore, 1920, p. 3, pl. 1).

Cockerell (1908) was the first to report finding a
fossil mammal in Middle Park, Colorado, from a
ranch at Troublesome * * * in the course of making a well.
* * * As no Miocene beds have ever been reported from this
region, the discovery is a remarkable one. * * * S. A, Rohwer
made a * * * search for further materials, but although he
carefully examined all the surrounding region, he could not

find any fossils. It seems probable that the deposit is cuite
local.

This specimen, strangely enough, came from an srea
(fig. 1) where thousands of specimens occur on the
surface of the ground in “all the surrounding regicn”;
it is a jaw fragment with two teeth of a horse that
was identified for Cockerell as Parahippus by J. W.
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Fireure 1.—Distribution of Miocene Troublesome Formation
(stippled) near Kremmling, Grand County, Colo. (from Izett,
1968).
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Gidley and correctly assigned to middle or upper
Miocene rocks.

Near Granby, Colo., about 20 miles east of Trouble-
some Creek, Lovering (1930, p. 74, pl. 6) reported
the collection of Blastomeryx, a camel comparable to
Procamelus, a large Parahippus, and Moropus cf. M.
elatus identified for Lovering by H. J. Cook as “an
Arikaree fauna * * * characteristic of the Lower
Miocene.” Cook’s faunal list seems reasonable enough
in the light of our more recent work, but his strati-
graphic reference is probably too low.

Arthur Richards (1941) reported the collection of
bones from what he called the Troublesome Forma-
tion; they were identified by E. C. Case as “titano-
there” and “Procamelus” of early Oligocene and late
Miocene or early Pliocene ages, respectively. This led
Lovering and Goddard (1950, p. 41) to suggest that
“Oligocene and late Miocene or early Pliocene fossils”
occur in Middle Park. Then G. A. Izett began field
studies of Middle Park in 1961; he found enough fos-
sil vertebrates that a preliminary report was possible
just 2 years later. Izett and Lewis (1963, p. B120-
B121) reached “the tentative conclusion” that the
“fossil vertebrate faunal elements indicate a probable
middle Miocene age * * * equivalent to that of the
Marsland * * * Formation of Nebraska” (see Wood
and others, 1941, p. 12, 25, pl. 1), although neither
the geologic nor the stratigraphic paleontologic data
then available were sufficient to explain the strati-
graphic relations of the several taxa.

LATER WORK

Much geological work in Middle Park has been
completed since 1963 by Izett, and he, Peter Robinson,
G. E. Lewis, and R. W. O’Donnell have collected
many more fossil mammals. The larger mammals and
the mylagaulid rodents have been studied by Lewis.
Robinson, of the University of Colorado Museum, has
collaborated with the U.S. Geological Survey in fossil
vertebrate collection, and has studied all the micro-
mammalian elements except the mylagaulids.

The larger mammals and mylagaulids fall into three
faunal assemblages:

1. A peripheral—and possibly stratigraphically
lower—assemblage occurs about 15 miles east of the
main area of outcrop of the Troublesome Formation
and 1 mile southwest of Granby. At this locality, we
have found a distinctive microfaunal facies with large
numbers of small mylagaulids reminiscent of Promy-
lagaulus riggsi but perhaps more primitive in the
morphological development of the cheek teeth. The
age of these sediments is not certainly determinable
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from these mylagaulids; it may be about the same
age as the Rosebud Formation of Macdonald (1963,
p. 161-163), or it may be about the same age as the
fauna described in the following paragraph.

2. Around the margins of the basin of deposi‘ion of
the Troublesome Formation there are several loralities
(mapped by Izett, 1968) that have yielded faural ele-
ments previously reported from the Merycochoerus
zone (Marsland Formation) of Nebraska. This faunal
assemblage includes Merycochoerus matthews, Mery-
cochoerus proprius, and Mesogaulus cf. M. paniensis.
If a twofold division of the Miocene be used, this
fauna indicates an age at the end of early Miocene
time.

3. The more central parts of the basin of deposition
of the Troublesome Formation (mapped by Izett,
1968) have yielded faunal elements previously renorted
from the Brachycrus zone (Sheep Creek Forwaation
and some younger rocks) of Nebraska. This faunal
assemblage includes Brachycrus cf. B. siouwense or
B. wilsoni, Protolabis angustidens, “Alticamel s”-like
camels, Ouwydactylus-like camels, Paracosoryz sp.,
Merychippus spp., Aphelops cf. A. profectus and cf.
A. megalodus, *Macrotherium sp., and Mylcgaulus
laevis or M. wetus. The University of Michigan Mu-
seum of Paleontology, thanks to Curator of Verte-
brates C. W. Hibbard, kindly loaned me the vertebrate
fossils identified for Richards (1941) by E. C. Case.
I find that the “titanothere” is in fact a large rhinoc-
eros of the genus Aphelops; the “Procamelus” is in
fact Protolabis angustidens. Therefore an “Oligocene
and late Miocene or early Pliocene” age assignment
for the Troublesome Formation is not indicated by
these fossils collected by Richards. If a twofold divi-
sion of the Miocene be used, this fauna indicates late
Miocene age.

Lewis (1968, p. C76) has written previously that

the coutinental Miocene faunas of the United States seem to
fall most naturally into a twofold rather than a threef-1d divi-
sion; * * * Sheep Creek time seems to mark a practicel datum
for the beginning of late (as opposed to early) Mioceme time.
Recently, Sato and Denson (1967) and Denson ard Izett
(written commun., 1968) have demonstrated a comparable
stratigraphic division; they use a twofold division of the Mio-
cene Series in the High Plains and middle Rocky Mcnntains,
with the boundary between the lower Miocene (Arikaree) and
upper Miocene (Ogallala) marked by a change in the regi-
men of sedimentation that begins with the Sheep Creek Forma-
tion.

Thus, Lewis, Denson, and Izett would place the bound-
ary between early and late Miocene rocks betw-en the
Marsland and Sheep Creek Formations in Nebraska.

This is in contrast to the threefold division vsed by
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Twofold division of epochs as used in Threefold division of epochs Epochs, stratigraphic divisions, and
this report by Lewis, specifically modified from Wood and oreodont ranges according to Schultz
with regard to the Miocene others (1941, pl. 1) and Falkenbach (1949, p. 80, in part)
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FIGURE 2—Miocene Troublesome Formation in Colorado, and related Tertiary formations in Nebraska.
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Wood and others (1941, pl. 1) according to whose
scheme the Marsland and the overlying Sheep Creek
together make up the middle Miocene in Nebraska.
Comparison of these two arrangements may be made
in figure 2 (p. B55).
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AGE AND STRATIGRAPHIC RELATIONS OF THE TEPEE TRAIL
AND WIGGINS FORMATIONS, NORTHWESTERN WYOMINS

By W. L. ROHRER and J. D. OBRADOVICH, Denver, Colo.

Abstract.—In the southern Absaroka Mountains the upper
part of the Tepee Trail Formation interfingers with the lower
part of the Wiggins Formation. This time-transgressive contact
in the Pinnacle Buttes—-Togwotee Pass area migrates strati-
graphically upward toward the southeast. Potassium-argon
ages of about 46 m.y. on hornblendes from andesites in the
basal part of the Wiggins Formation at Pinnacle Buttes indi-
cate a late middle Eocene age. A large flora from the lower
part of the underlying Tepee Trail Formation indicates that
the Tepee Trail at Pinnacle Buttes is middle Eocene.

The southern Absaroka Mountains of northwestern
Wyoming chiefly consist of gently dipping volcani-
clastic rocks. From Togwotee Pass to East Fork these
rocks comprise the greenish Tepee Trail Formation,
which consists mainly of fine-grained nonresistant
volcanic sedimentary rocks, and the overlying light-
gray Wiggins Formation, a dominantly volecanic con-
glomerate.

The purpose of this report is to review stratigraphic
information and age assignments of the Tepee Trail
and Wiggins Formations and to present new strati-
graphic information. This report is preliminary and
subject to revision as more is learned about the Ab-
saroka volcanic province.

The Wiggins Formation represents a relatively
large timespan, and the Tepee Trail-Wiggins contact
transgresses time. In the Pinnacle Buttes area the
upper part of the Tepee Trail Formation intertongues
with the lower part of the Wiggins Formation, the
Tepee Trail is restricted to the middle Eocene, and
the lower part of the Wiggins is also of middle Eocene
age. Elsewhere, the Tepee Trail is in part of late
Eocene age and the Wiggins is probably of late Eocene
and early Oligocene age. The age of 45-46 million
years which was established by Evernden, Savage,
Curtis, and James (1964, p. 165) for the middle
Eocene-late Eocene boundary is used in this report.

TEPEE TRAIL FORMATION

At the type section of the Tepee Trail Formation
in the East Fork area (fig. 1), the formation consists
of green or brown dominantly volcaniclastic rccks
(Love, 1939). The formation is more than 1,400 feet
thick, but the total thickness is unknown becsuse
the base of the formation is not exposed. The lover-
most 150 feet of the Tepee Trail consists of tuff,
conglomerate, siltstone, claystone, and shale, overlain
by 465 feet of tuff and volcanic conglomerates and
minor siltstone, shale, and claystone. The uppermost
800 feet consists of shale, sandstone, conglomer-te,
thin lava flows, tuff, and breccia. Love (1939, p. 74)
reported that the southern and eastern exposures in
the East Fork area are chiefly fine-grained fluvial tuft
that coarsens to the north and northwest.

In the Du Noir area (fig. 1, area 2) the Tepee T-ail
Formation is 0-1,500 feet thick (Keefer, 1957, p. 193).
Here the formation consists chiefly of green, olive-
drab, and brown water-laid sandstone, volcanic con-
glomerate, shale, and tuff. The strata become pvo-
gressively coarser and more conglomeratic toward the
top. The thickness of the Tepee Trail varies widsly
owing to pre-Tepee Trail topography.

The contact between the Tepee Trail and the Wig-
gins was inferred throughout the Du Noir area be-
cause only a few isolated exposures of the contact were
observed (Keefer, 1957, p. 194). The contact as
determined chiefly on the basis of color: the pre-
dominantly dark-green strata were assigned to the
Tepee Trail and the overlying light-brownish-g-ay
strata were assigned to the Wiggins.

In the Kisinger Lakes quadrangle (fig. 1; Rohrer,
1966) the Tepee Trail Formation is about 1,800 feet
thick and consists mainly of grayish-green fine-grained
fluvial volcanic sedimentary rocks. The strata are
interbedded claystone, siltstone, sandstone, bentonite,
and mudstone. Although uncommon, red and fleh-
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colored claystone, pebble conglomerate, and coal also
occur in the formation.

The base of the Tepee Trail Formation in the
Kisinger Lakes area was chosen at the base of a vol-
canic sandstone and conglomerate unit. The lower-
most beds contain green, gray, and pink biotitic lapilli
and chert and quartzite pebbles in a green sandstone
matrix. This basal unit is ledge forming and discon-
formably (?) overlies a greenish-gray volcanic sand-
stone, which grades upward from coarse-grained sand-
stone to siltstone and claystone, assigned to the Wind
River Formation. Although volcaniclastic rocks are
not generally found in the Wind River Formation, in
the area west of Du Noir Creek these rocks are com-
mon to the formation.

PALEONTOLOGY AND STRATIGRAPHY

The lower 1,200 feet of the Tepee Trail corsists of
greenish-gray, graylsh green, and brownish-gr~y fine-
to coarse-grained volcanic sandstone, greenich- and
brownish-gray clayey volcanic siltstone, and gray,
greenish-gray, and pale-red locally bentonitic clay-
stone. A 35-foot-thick pale-greenish-tan, gray-veather-
ing bentonite bed, which occurs about 280 feet above
the base of the formation, may be the same bed
observed by Keefer (1957, p. 192) at White Pass, in
the Du Noir area (fig. 1).

The upper 600 feet contains many tongues of vol-
canic mudflow conglomerate and mudstone intevbedded
with the claystones and sandstones. These conglomer-
ates consist of angular to rounded pebbles and small
boulders of volcanic rocks and fragments of fossil
wood. These coarse sediments grade southward to silt-
stone and claystone. Of the several conglomer~te and
mudstone beds in the lower 300 feet of the n~asured
section (fig. 2), only the lowest mudstone is present
1 mile to the southeast.

At DPinnacle Buttes a distinctive bluich-green
marker unit, known to the authors as the “Big Blue,”
occurs about 300 feet below the top of the Tep-e Trail
Formation (fig. 2). This marker unit, which is easily
seen from the highway west of Brooks Lake Creek, is
a composite unit about 32 feet thick composed of very
fine to coarse andesitic sandstone, volcanic pebble
conglomerate, siltstone, and claystone. The c'aystone
contains a few plant impressions. North of Brooks
Lake where the “Big Blue” crosses the valley floor,
the unit contains abundant angular pebbles and cob-
bles of andesite. Northwest of Brooks Lake, the “Big
Blue” loses much of its characteristic color and forms
a resistant bench (fig. 3). The unit is a volcanic mud-
flow conglomerate, like those in the Wiggins, that con-
tains angular andesite boulders as much as 6 feet in
diameter.

WIGGINS FORMATION

No type section of the Wiggins Formation I'~s been
designated. However, a representative section was
measured and described in sec. 20, T. 44 N., R. 104 W.
(Love, 1939, p. 80). There the Wiggins consists of 989
feet of alternating volcanic conglomerate, tff, and
andesite flows. The Wiggins Formation in the Du
Noir (Keefer, 1957, p. 195) and Kisinger Lakes areas
is similar to that described by Love except that andes-
ite flows are uncommon. At Pinnacle Buttes about
1,500 feet of Wiggins is present; elsewhere, t~e Wig-
gins is reported to be about 4,000 or more feot thick
(Ketner and others, 1966, p. 7; Wilson, 1963. p. 17).

The Wiggins Formation at Pinnacle Buttes is an
alternating sequence of brownish-gray volcanic mud-
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1966). On the basis of this fossil evidence the Tepee
Trail Formation ranges in age from middle to late
Eocene from west to east. Although this age range is
long, the late Eocene age (45 m.y.) for vertebrates of
the Badwater area is barely in that time range (Evern-
den, Savage, Curtis, and James, 1964, p. 189, KA
1024).

Wiggins Formation

The Wiggins was originally given a queried Oligo-
cene age primarily on the basis of “large leg bones
tentatively identified in the field as those of an Oli-
gocene titanothere” (Love, 1939, p. 83), but the collec-
tion was lost before it was positively identified. Early
Oligocene (Chadronian provincial age) vertebrates
were found in the Wiggins Formation along Mink
Creek (fig. 1) near the west edge of the volcanic field
where the formation overlies Paleozoic and Mesozoic
rocks (Love, 1956, p. 88). A reconnaissance traverse
north and west of Pinnacle Buttes indicates that the
Wiggins strata at Mink Creek are at most 300 feet
stratigraphically higher than the basal Wiggins at
Pinnacle Buttes (H. Smedes, oral commun., Oct. 1968).
Such minor stratigraphic separation of beds of
markedly different ages implies the presence of an
unconformity.

In the Carter Mountain-Wood River area to the
northeast (fig. 1), Wilson (1963) reported a vertebrate
fauna of Eocene age from a clay bed in the Blue Point
Conglomerate Member of the Wiggins Formation,
whereas a K-Ar date from the associated trachytic
ash indicates an age of 33.9:£3.4 m.y. (Houston, 1964,
table 3; written commun., Jan. 23, 1968). This ano-
malously young radiometric date is from slightly
chloritized biotite and should be questioned in view
of the conflicting vertebrate age.

Two andesite samples for radiometric dating were
collected from the Wiggins Formation at Pinnacle
Buttes (figs. 1, 2, 3). One sample is from a small
andesite lava flow or sill at the base of the Wiggins,
and the other is from a boulder within the volcanic
mudflow conglomerate that overlies the lava. The
K-Ar ages of hornblendes separated from these sam-
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ples are similar and indicate a late Bridgerian pro-
vincial age or middle Eocene age. The data follow:

Radio-

K1t Ar#moles/ genic Age (r.y.)
(percent) gX10-11  argon
(percent)

Sample No. Mineral

DKA-1437__. Hornblende___ 0.546 4.53 76.5 46.241.8
DKA-1439___ Hornblende... .506 4.22 61.8 46.54:2. 3

1Isotope dilution anlyses; average of duplicates.

Thus, on the basis of radiometric dating of samples
from the base of the formation and the presence of
vertebrate fossils from stratigraphically higher parts,
the Wiggins Formation ranges in age from latest mid-
dle Eocene to early Oligocene.

SUMMARY

On the basis of radiometric data, the lower part of
the Wiggins at Pinnacle Buttes is latest middle Eocene
in age; on the basis of fossil plants and the K-Ar
dates, the underlying Tepee Trail Formation is of
middle Eocene age in the Kisinger Lakes area. Tl ~se
findings do not invalidate a late FEocene age for the
Tepee Trail or an early Oligocene age for the Wig-
gins elsewhere. An unconformity spanning considerable
time may account for the contradictory ages at Pinnacle
Buttes and Mink Creek. If the latter is true, the white
and light-colored sequence of rocks overlying the t;pi-
cal green Tepee Trail strata is below the unconformity
at Pinnacle Buttes (fig. 2). The Mink Creek fossils are
derived from a similar light-colored sequence of ro-ks.
The early Chadronian vertebrates in the Wiggins at
Mink Creek and the new K-Ar dates indicate that the
4,000-foot-thick Wiggins Formation spans nearly 10
m.y. The Wiggins is a time-transgressive sequence.
The occurrence of late Eocene vertebrates in the Tevee
Trail Formation in the Badwater area requires a mid-
dle to late Eocene time-transgression for the upmer
Tepee Trail strata. The Tepee Trail and Wiggins For-
mations intertongue in the Togwotee Pass-Pinnacle
Buttes area, and the formational contact migrates stat-
igraphically upward and eastward. These conclusions
are summarized in figure 4 (p. B62).
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NEW EVIDENCE ON AGE RELATIONSHIPS OF POSSIB'E
EOCENE ROCKS IN SOUTHWESTERN NORTH DAKOTZ

By N. M. DENSON, Denver, Colo.

Abstract.—Stratigraphic studies in Morton, Billings, Golden
Valley, Hettinger, Stark, and Slope Counties, southwestern
North Dakota, indicate that generally accepted regional corre-
lations of two stratigraphic units probably should be revised.
First, a fine- to medium-grained sandstone previously corre-
lated with the upper part of the Sentinel Butte Member of the
Fort Union Formation of Paleocene age may actually be cor-
relative with the Golden Valley Formation of early Eocene
age. Second, the siliceous gray-green bentonitic siltstone and
reddish brown claystone beds that unconformably overlie the
Golden Valley(?) equivalent may actually be a hitherto un-
recognized stratigraphic unit of late Eocene age rather than
part of the White River Formation of Oligocene age as previ-
ously thought.

A relatively uniform blanketlike deposit of fine- to
medium-grained brown-weathering fluviatile sand-
stone 150-200 feet thick caps many of the prominent
buttes (Sentinel, Flattop, Saddle, Bullion, Camels
Hump, and Rocky Ridge) and directly overlies im-
portant uraniferous lignite deposits in the Little Mis-
souri River escarpment area in west-central Billings
County and the northwestern part of Stark County
in southwesternr North Dakota (fig. 1). Most geolo-
gists, including the author, have assigned this sand-
stone on tenuous but permissive evidence to the Sen-
tinel Butte Member of the Fort Union Formation of
Paleocene age. The similarity, however, of the non-
opaque heavy-mineral assemblages from this sandstone
to those of the lower Eocene Golden Valley Forma-
tion and their marked differences from those of the
underlying Fort Union Formation suggest to the
author that this sandstone may be a western sand-
stone facies of the Golden Valley.

The nonopaque heavy-mineral assemblages from the
Golden Valley Formation in secs. 8 and 11, T. 140 N.,
R. 90 W., 4 miles north of Hebron in Morton County,
N. Dak., and from the Golden Valley(?) equivalent
overlying the uraniferous deposits in the Little Mis-
souri River escarpment area (Tps. 187-142 N., Rs. 99—

100 W.; from No. 1 to No. 4, fig. 1), are characterized
by the occurrence of chloritoid and blue-green hovn-
blende. Epidote, zircon, and garnet are common con-
stituents. By contrast, the nonopaque heavy-mineral
assemblages from the underlying Sentinel Butte,
Tongue River, and Ludlow Members of the Fort Union
Formation locally are characterized by differing pro-
portions of staurolite, kyanite, andalusite; tourmaline,
and garnet. Chloritoid and blue-green hornblende are
generally absent. Nonopaque heavy minerals are at
least three times more abundant in the very fine grained
sand fraction (0.062-0.125 mm) of most of the samples
from the Golden Valley and its possible western sand-
stone correlative than in samples from the underlying
Fort Union Formation. These differences indicate a
marked change in the provenance of sediment during
deposition of the Fort Union and Golden Valley For-
mations. Similar changes in sediment provenance
occurred during deposition of Eocene and Paleocene
rocks at many localities in the basin areas of Wyoming
and Colorado (Stow, 1938, p. 157). This suggests that
the blanketlike sandstone in the western part of the
Williston basin, which includes the report area, is
more closely allied lithologically to lower Eocene
rocks than to the underlying Paleocene.

The blanketlike Golden Valley(?) sandstone rests
on the stratigraphically highest lignite of the Sentinel
Butte Member of the Fort Union Formation. This
lignite is clearly of late Paleocene age as indicated by
analyses of pollen and spores made by Harry A.
Leffingwell (Union Oil Co. of California) in samgles
collected by the author. Three of the six carbonace-
ous samples yielded excellent paleontological as-
semblages. None of the assemblages contained Focene
index forms, and three contained species which do not
range below mid-Paleocene. The carbonaceous samy ‘es
studied for spore and pollen came from open-pit mines
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in northern Slope County, eastern Billings County,
and western Stark County, N. Dak. (fig. 1).

The author believes that the hard siliceous green,
gray-green, and dark-gray bentonitic siltstone and
reddish-brown concretionary noncalcareous claystone
that unconformably overlie the blanketlike sandstone
in some areas and cap some of the buttes in the Little
Badlands of southwest Stark County are not the very
lowest part of the White River Formation of Oligo-
cene age as currently mapped (Benson, 1951), but that
they are in reality late FEocene in age. These rocks do
strikingly resemble the fossiliferous upper Eocene
rocks that persist for 100 miles or more across the
Granite Mountains and Bates Hole-Shirley Basin
areas where locally in central Wyoming they have
been incorrectly assigned to the Oligocene White River
Formation (Love and others, 1955).

Further study of nonopaque heavy-mineral suites
and spores in southwestern North Dakota will be
necessary to corroborate the early and late Eocene age
assignments suggested here. Areal mapping would
assist in establishing age relationships of the rock
units in the Little Missouri River escarpment area
with those in the type area of the Golden Valley
Formation in Mercer County, and the Little Badlands

R
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of southwest Stark County, N. Dak., where vertebr~te
and plant fossils clearly demonstrate the presence of
rocks of early Eocene age.
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WHITE CLAY DEPOSITS NEAR MOUNT HOLLY SPRINGS,

CUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

By JOHN W. HOSTERMAN, Beltsville, Md.

Abstract.—In the vicinity of Mount Holly Springs are at
least five deposits of white clay, all in rocks of Early Cambrian
age. The only operating deposit at present is the clay pit
leased by the Philadelphia Clay Co. Here, the deposit is approx-
imately 200 feet by 1,600 feet and at least 150 feet deep. The
white clay is composed of 70 percent clay, 24 percent silt, and 6
percent sand. The clay fraction is composed of kaolinite and
illite in a ratio of 9:1. The white clay averages 71 percent
Si0: and 19 percent Al.O; on the pit floor but changes to 62
percent SiO: and 25 percent Al.Os at a depth of 150 feet. Traces
of alunite have been found in the deposit, indicating that the
clay was probably formed in part by hydrothermal alteration.

In the vicinity of Mount Holly Springs, as many
as five white clay deposits have been worked during
the past 75 years. Only one of these deposits is being
worked at present. This report represents a study of
the mineralogical and chemical properties of the white
clay in the open pit of the Philadelphia Clay Co.

These white clay deposits are composed predomin-
antly of kaolinite and have been considered by pre-
vious workers as residuum formed by the weather-
ing of phyllite and limestone beds. The presence of
alunite in the Philadelphia Clay deposit, however,
suggests that the deposits may be partly hydrothermal
in origin. Also, as depth from the surface increases,
the SiO, content decreases and the Al,O, content in-
creases, a relationship not found in a weathered pro-
file; this further supports the probability of partial
hydrothermal origin.

All the old abandoned clay deposits and the deposit
of the Philadelphia Clay Co. are south and south-
west of Mount Holly Springs in a narrow longitudinal
valley enclosed by two parallel southwest-trending
ridges (fig. 1). The ridges are composed largely of
quartzite and conglomerates, and the valley is under-
lain by phyllites and carbonates. All these rocks are
Early Cambrian in age (Stose, 1958). The two ridges,
Pine Mountain and South Mountain, are the northern
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extension of the Blue Ridge physiographic province
which extends from Pennsylvania to Georgia. The
Triassic Upland of the Piedmont province lier to the
southeast, and the Cumberland Valley of the Ridge
and Valley province lies to the northwest.

HISTORY OF THE DEPOSITS

White clay deposits in the South Mountsin area
have been mined intermittently since about 1890, but
no accurate production data are available. T™e clay
was probably first recognized in the mid-1€00’s by
prospectors looking for iron ore. Between 1890 and
1910, at least five companies mined clay in the area.
Four of these companies had facilities for beneficiat-
ing the clay, which was then sold to paper mills for
use as a paper filler. One company in Mount Holly
Springs used the raw clay for making cream to light-
buff brick (Stose, 1907, p. 330). By 1930, }owever,
only two companies were mining clay: the Fhiladel-
phia Clay Co. had a 100-ton daily capacity mill for
washing and drying clay, and the Medusa Portland
Cement Co. was mining and shipping raw clay for
use as a whitener in portland cement (Leightcm, 1934,
p- 13). In 1967, the Philadelphia Clay Co. was the
only producer of clay. This company, with modern
earth-moving equipment, has changed from under-
ground mining to open-pit mining and is crrently
producing about 40,000 tons of raw clay a year. The
clay is trucked to York and used in making hydraulic
white cement.

GEOLOGY OF THE DEPOSITS

The geological and structural setting of the white
clay deposits is not completely known becauss of the
scarcity of bedrock exposures and the poorly known
lithology of the Tomstown Formation. According to
Stose (1953), (1) South Mountain is an anticlinal
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F1eURE 1.—Generalized geologic map showing location of clay deposits near Mount Holly Springs, Cumberland
County, Pa. (from Stose, 1907, p. 327).

mountain underlain by Antietam Quartzite on the
flanks and the Montalto Quartzite Member of the
Harpers Schist in the core; (2) Piney Mountain is a
homoclinal mountain composed of Antietam Quart-
zite, the Montalto Quartzite Member of the Harpers
Schist, and Weverton Quartzite; and (38) the longi-
tudinal valley of Mountain Creek is a synclinal one
underlain by the Tomstown Formation. Freedman
(1967) agrees, in general, with Stose’s geologic map,
but he has made two major changes in the area of the
clay deposits. He believes that the quartzite underly-
ing South Mountain is the Montalto Member of the
Harpers Formation instead of the Antietam Quartzite
and that there is a major fault along the southeast-
facing slope of South Mountain. This fault is steeply
dipping and has a relative upward movement on the
northwest side. The phyllite beds exposed in the Phil-
adelphia Clay Co. pit are tightly folded and contorted
and do not form a simple syncline.

In the type Iocality, the Tomstown has been
changed to Formation because the unit, formally
called dolomite, consists of many different lithologic
units. The Tomstown Formation in this area is com-
posed of thick-bedded, dense bluish-gray dolomite,
Light-gray thin-bedded limestone, and light-gray phyl-
lite. The dolomite forms a thick reddish-brown resi-

duum composed of kaolinite and illite; the limestone
weathers to a sticky yellow clay consisting of illite
and kaolinite; and the phyllite weathers to a varie-
gated silty clay containing predominantly kaolinite
and some 1llite.

GEOLOGY OF THE PHILADELPHIA CLAY CO. DEPO"'T

All the clay deposits in the Mount Holly Springs
area undoubtedly have the same geologic environ-
ment. The deposits are in the phyllite member of the
Tomstown Formation, and all the deposits are about
the same distance from the quartzite of the Montalto
Member. Although Stose (1953) shows this contact to
be normal, evidence in the Philadelphia Clay Co. clay
pit, which is the only one accessible for study, indi-
cates that it is a fault contact. This fault is probably
the principal reason for the formation of these depns-
its.

The white clay deposit of the the Philadelphia Clay
Co. is lens shaped, measuring approximately 200 feet
in width at its maximum breadth and 1,600 feet in
length (fig. 2); its vertical extent at depth is un-
known. The northern boundary of the deposit, whore
it is in fault contact with the quartzite of the Mon-
talto Member, is sharp and straight. The southern
boundary is gradational, the white clay grading into
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yellow, pink, red, and brown silty clay. This vari-
colored silty clay, which is about 200 feet wide, grades
into grayish-green to light-gray phyllite and calcite-
veined limy phyllite of the Tomstown Formation.

Two auger holes were drilled in the floor of the pit
(fig. 2). Auger hole 2 penetrated white clay for its
entire length of 150 feet. Auger hole 1 penetrated
white clay for a depth of 80 feet, then variegated
silty clay. When the variegated silty clay contact was
connected with the same contact at a depth of 80 feet
in auger hole 1 (fig. 2), this contact was found to have
an approximate dip of 60°. The contact does not fol-
low the bedding planes, except locally. Assuming that
the contact between the white clay and the variegated
clay dips 60° NW., the white clay deposit probably
wedges out against the steeply dipping fault contact
at about 300 feet below the level of the pit floor (see
section A-A’, fig. 2). The Montalto Quartzite Member
along the southeast-facing steep slope of South
Mountain dips 45° to 80° SE. Bedding in the white
clay is not distinguishable because open-pit mining
has exposed only clay that has been disturbed by pre-
vious underground mining. Adjacent to the white
clay, the variegated silty clay, although very con-
torted, has an average dip of 60° N. This can be seen
by following the thin sandy beds. The haulageway
exposed an anticline in the somewhat weathered phyl-
lite of the Tomstown Formation about 350 feet south
of the white clay.

MINERALOGY AND CHEMISTRY OF THE DEPOSIT

The white clay, variegated silty clay, and weathered
phyllite show progressive differences in particle-size
content, clay-mineral ratio, and SiO, and Fe,O; con-
tent (based on X-ray fluorescence analyses), as pre-
sented in table 1. In the white clay, sand and silt
decrease and clay increases slightly with depth; at a
depth of 100 feet below the pit floor, the clay content
increases to 72 percent, and at a depth of 150 feet, the
clay content is 74 percent. The sand and silt fractions
of the white clay are composed chiefly of quartz and
trace amounts of muscovite, hematite, and limonite.
The sand and silt fractions of the variegated silty
clay are composed of fine-grained quartz with hem-
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atite and limonite. The sand and silt fractions of the
slightly weathered phyllite are composed of fine-
grained quartz with a little muscovite, biotite, and
magnetite. Some of the phyllite contains limy bods
and calcite veins.

Hosterman (1969) describes how the samples were
prepared for determining the partial chemical compo-
sition by X-ray fluorescence methods. The method is
not as accurate as the wet-chemical method but was
found to be accurate to within 10 percent of the
amount of oxide present. Rose and others (1962, 19°4)
have described more complicated sample preparation
procedures that give more accurate results.

The SiO, content in the rocks at the surface de-
creases from white clay through the variegated s'lty
clay to the weathered phyllite, whereas both the Fe,O;
and K,O contents increase. The Al.O, content varies
only a few percent without any discernible trend
except for a slight decrease from the variegated s'lty
clay into the weathered phyllite. The TiO, content
remains constant (fig. 3). In addition to these chem-
ical variations, the following mineralogical changes
take place: kaolinite is most abundant in the wlhite
clay and least abundant in the phyllite; illite is least
abundant in the white clay and most abundant in the
phyllite. The differences in chemical and mineralog’cal
composition may be due to weathering, but they may
also be due to differences in the lithology. The AlLQO;
content does not change very much as a result of
either weathering or bulk lithology because the abund-
ance of AlLQO; in naturally occurring illite can be
almost as high as it is in kaolinite (Grim, 1953, p.
272).

The nature and attitude of the southern boundary of
the white clay deposit are obtained from the chem-
ical and mineralogical data obtained from auger Iole
1. The vertical hole (fig. 4) was drilled within the
white clay deposit approximately 60 feet from the
contact with the variegated silty clay (fig. 2). The
high SiO, and low Al,O; content of the first sample
is due to contamination from both quartzite and the
variegated silty clay washed into the clay pit from
the nearby spoil bank. The samples taken at 10- snd
20-foot intervals are slightly higher in silt content

TABLE 1.—Particle-size content, clay-mineral ratios, and content of 8i0;, Al,Qs, and Fe,03 in clay from the Philadelphia Clay Co.

deposit
Clay-mineral ratios
No. of Sand Silt Clay Si0: AlO; FesOs
samples (weight percent) Kaolinite Illite Mont- (weight percent)
morillonite

Whiteelay._ . ____________________ 30 6 24 70 9 1 .. 71 19 0.4
Variegated silty clay_____.____________ 3 5 34 61 8 2 Trace 66 19 2.2
Weathered phyllite. ... _______________ 5 7 33 60 1 7 2 56 18 6.3
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than the average white clay; therefore, the SiO, con-
tent is higher and the Al,QO; content is lower than the
average-grade white clay. At a depth of 80 feet, the
hole penetrated variegated silty clay. The boundary
between the two clays is placed where there is a
marked color change from white (¥9)* and yellowish

1Color designations are based on the ‘“Munsell Soil Color Chart”
(Munsell Color Co., 1964).
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white (10YR9/1) to weak orange pink (5YR”/2 and
10R7/2). At this boundary, the Al,O; content de-
creases markedly, and in the Fe,O; and K.O contents
increases as compared with the 50 feet of white clay
above it. The SiO, content, however, remains fairly
constant, indicating no increase in the amount of sand
and silt present. In addition, illite increases and kaoli-
nite decreases. The kaolinite-illite ratio above 80 feet
is 9:1 and below is 8:2. Traces of alunite vere ob-
served between 30 and 80 feet. These color, chemical,
and mineralogical changes at a depth of 80 feet indi-
cate that the white-clay-variegated silty clay contact
dips approximately 60° N.

The chemical and mineralogical data obtain>d from
auger hole 2 indicate that the Philadelphia "~y Co.
deposit was not formed exclusively by weathering
processes. Auger hole 2 was drilled vertically in white
clay approximately 145 feet from the variegated silty
clay contact (fig. 2). The high SiO. and low Al,O;
content (fig. 5) of the surface samples is poss’bly due
to quartz contamination resulting from blasting and
stripping of the Montalto Quartzite Member on the
mountain slope above the clay pit. From 1C to 150
feet, the SiQ. decreases from 72 to 62 percent, the
Al,Q; increases from 18 to 25 percent, the Fe,O; and
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POSSIBLE EXPLORATION TARGETS FOR URANIUM DEPOSITS,
SOUTH END OF THE URAVAN MINERAL BELT, COLORADO-UTAH

By DANIEL R. SHAWE, Denver, Colo.

Work done in cooperation with the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission

Abstract.—Uranium deposits in Mesozoic sandstone at and
near the south end of the Uravan mineral belt, Colorado-Utah,
show a preferred association with zones of faults and folds.
Here many large deposits in the Salt Wash Member of the
Morrison Formation of Late Jurassic age occur near faults
associated with collapsed salt anticlines. Unexplored areas with-
in the belt, where favorable strata may exist near faults, are
on the northeast side of Disappointment Valley 5 miles east
of Slick Rock, Colo., and in a zone extending from Montezuma
Canyon, Utah, to the Dolores River Canyon, Colo. Deposits in
the Moss Back Member of the Chinle Formation of Late Trias-
sic age are very large and widespread along the Lisbon Valley
fault, Utah, and are related to a closed anticlinal structure.
Worthy of exploration is another area where favorable host
rocks likely occur in a closed anticlinal structure near faults
in the vicinity of the Dolores River Canyon, 10 miles northeast
of Dove Creek.

Economically important amounts of uranium have
been produced from the Salt Wash Member of the
Morrison Formation of Late Jurassic age and the
Moss Back Member of the Chinle Formation of Late
Triassic age in and near the Uravan mineral belt,
Montrose, San Miguel, and Dolores Counties, Colo.,
and adjacent San Juan County, Utah. In the south
part of the mineral belt, the area shown in figure 1,
most production from the Salt Wash Member has
come from the uppermost sandstone stratum, called
the “ore-bearing sandstone.” Where uranium ore has
been mined, the ore-bearing sandstone is thick (gen-
erally more than 50 feet) and laterally extensive and
it contains abundant carbonaceous plant material.
Most production from the Chinle Formation has come
from similarly thick and carbonaceous sandstone chan-
nel-fill layers in the lower part of the Moss Back
Member at the base of the Chinle in the area of Lisbon
Valley, Utah.

The uranium deposits in both the Salt Wash and
the Moss Back show a strong tendency to be spatirily
associated with anticlines or fault zones. This strong
association suggests that areas of anticlines and fanlts
where uranium deposits are not known but wkere
favorable host strata arve likely to occur are worthy
of exploration for undiscovered uranium deposits. Re-
gardless of the multiple geologic factors that influenced
localization of deposits, possibly of different ages and
in different hosts, the apparent structural control sug-
gests merit in this pragmatic approach to exploraton.
Three structurally favorable areas where host sand-
stone layers may occur are described.

Area 1 is in Disappointment Valley, San Miguel
County, Colo., 5 miles northeast of Slick Rock (fig. 1),
where numerous holes drilled by the U.S. Geological
Survey in the mid-1950’s penetrated favorable ore-
bearing sandstone (Rogers and Shawe, 19¢2).
Although few of these holes were mineralized, it is
reasonable to surmise that mineralized ground occurs
north and northeast of the drilled holes, and closer
to the zone of faults bounding the southwest edge of
the collapsed Gypsum Valley anticline. Drilling
depths to penetrate the ore-bearing sandstone ar~ a
maximum of about 1,200 feet in the vicinity of the
previously drilled holes, and they decrease rapidly
northward.

Area 2 is part of a large area of mainly unexplcred
ground between the deposits exposed in Montezrma
Canyon (Huff and Lesure, 1965) and those minec in
the vicinity of Slick Rock farther northeast. Ore-
bearing sandstone in the Salt Wash Member 5 miles
west of Egnar, Colo., in the vicinity of the Deremo
mine, is thick and extensive, and therefore favorable.
If the favorable sandstone here extends southwarc to
the vicinity of the zone of faults trending N. 75° E.
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from Montezuma Canyon to the Dolores River Canyon
(Glade fault zone, Shawe and others, 1959), large
deposits like those centered on the Dolores fault zone
in the vicinity of Slick Rock may occur in it. Inter-
pretations concerning the deposition of favorable sand-
stone in the Uravan mineral belt (Shawe, 1962) suggest
that this sandstone may extend into the area. Drilling
depths to the target horizon are estimated to be about
750 feet.

Area 3, in the vicinity of the Glade graben where
the Dolores anticline shows structural closure, should
be worthy of exploration for uranium deposits in the
Moss Back Member. Much uranium ore has come from
mines in sandstone strata of the Moss Back Member
of the Chinle Formation of Late Triassic age in the
vicinity of the Lisbon Valley fault, Utah (Steen and
others, 1953; Lekas and Dahl, 1956; Weir and Puffett,
1960). Ore is known in the Moss Back Member on the
northeast side of the Lisbon Valley fault, but it is not
shown on figure 1 because none has yet been produced
there. Structure contours are closed around the Lisbon
Valley anticline here, and the close correspondence of
ore distribution and contours indicates an anticlinal
structural control (fig. 1). Southeast of the Lisbon
Valley district small uranium deposits are known in
the Moss Back Member in the Dolores River Canyon
near the southeastern terminus of the Dolores fault
zone (Shawe and others, 1959). The deposits here lie
along the axis of the Dolores anticline, and occur in
thick parts of the Moss Back Member which appear
to have wide extent as channellike deposits of sand-
stone in which carbonaceous plant material is abun-
dant (Shawe and others, 1968, fig. 13). Abnormally
high radioactivity at the base of the Moss Back is
widespread in this area. Because the source area of
the Moss Back has been interpreted as southeast of
Slick Rock (Stewart and others, 1959), possibly favor-
able sandstone strata in the Moss Back lie beneath
deep cover southeast of the exposures in the Dolores
River Canyon. Drilling depths to penetrate the Moss

R
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Back range from a few hundred feet in the bottom of
Dolores River Canyon just south of the Glade graben
to at least 2,000 feet a few miles farther east.
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HYDRAULIC EQUIVALENCE OF MINERALS WITH A
CONSIDERATION OF THE REENTRAINMENT PROCESS

By NEIL S. GRIGG and R. E. RATHBUN, Fort Collins, Colo.

Abstract.—The concept of hydraulic equivalence has evolved
to mean that grains having equal fall velocity tend to be of
equivalent hydraulic value. However, calculations based on
standard fall-velocity relations and Shields’ criterion for erit-
ical shear stress suggest that grains having the same fall
velocity but different specific gravities will require different
shear stresses for initiation of motion. These calculations sug-
gest for grains moving in traction, subject to continuous deposi-
tion and reentrainment, that equal fall velocity alone should
not be a sufficient criterion to assure that the grains will be
of equivalent hydraulic value.

In studies of sedimentation, the term “hydraulic
equivalence” is used to describe the tendency of grains
of different minerals to be deposited together. The
origination of the concept of hydraulic equivalence
generally is attributed to Rubey (1933a) and Ritten-
house (1943). Rubey used the idea of equal fall veloc-
ities to calculate the size distributions of magnetite
and tourmaline which theoretically would be deposited
with the different sizes of quartz. Rittenhouse formal-
ly defined hydraulic equivalence as the concept that a
given set of hydraulic conditions will permit deposition
of grains of equivalent hydraulic value. Although both
Rubey and Rittenhouse pointed out that many factors
in addition to fall velocity are important in determin-
ing the sizes of different minerals deposited together,
the concept of hydraulic equivalence gradually has
assumed the connotation that grains having equal fall
velocity tend to be of equivalent hydraulic value.

It is recognized (Simons and Richardson, 1966)
that fall velocity is one of the principal variables in
determining the behavior of fluvial sediments. How-
ever, mineral grains undergo many cycles of deposition
and reentrainment before becoming a part of an
alluvial, estuarine, or littoral deposit, and particles
deposited together may not be reentrained necessarily
together. Thus, downstream deposits will differ from

source materials as a function of the deposition and
reentrainment processes.

The question of the fall velocities of quartz grains
and equivalent grains of heavier minerals in quiescent
water has been considered by Tourtelot (1968) as a
means of estimating the size of heavy minerals, includ-
ing gold, likely to be associated with quartz grains
of given sizes. In the present report, existing theory is
applied to the prediction of the fall velocities as wall
as the bed shear stresses necessary for reentrainment
of spherical grains of quartz, monazite, lead, and go'd.
These minerals were chosen to represent the range
of specific gravities of common fluvial sediments.

FALL VELOCITY

Many studies of fall velocity have been conducted,
and two of the more representative and well-knovn
studies are those of Rubey (1933b) and Report 12 of
the U.S. Interagency Committee on Water Resources
(1957). Rubey combined Stokes’ law and Newton’s
impact relation and derived an equation which gives
the fall velocity of a spherical grain as a function of
the specific gravity and diameter of the grain and the
specific gravity and viscosity of the fluid. In Report
12, extensive experimental fall-velocity data were used
to obtain a graphical relation between the dr~g
coefficient and the Reynolds number for grains of
different shapes.

Figure 1 shows fall velocities in distilled water at
20.0°C. for spherical grains of quartz, monazite, lead,
and gold computed from Rubey’s equation and also
from the drag coefficient—-Reynolds number relation of
Report 12. The two relations give identical results
below a grain diameter of about 0.25 millimeters k1t
conflicting results for larger diameters. The exact grain
diameter at which the divergence in results begins is
a function of the specific gravity, as is shown in
figure 1.
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Ficure 1.—Relation of fall velocity in water at 20°C to grain
diameter for spherical grains of quartz, monazite, lead, and
gold. Solid lines determined from relation given in Report 12
of the TU.S. Interagency Committee on Water Resources
(1957), and dashed lines determined from Rubey’s (1933b)
equation.

Because the relation from Report 12 is based on
extensive experimental data and because Rubey’s equa-
tion has never been verified extensively, it is believed
that the fall-velocity data calculated from the Report
12 relation are more reliable. Hence, the fall velocities
predicted by the Report 12 relation are used in the
remainder of this report.

The reason for the deviation of the fall velocities
predicted by Rubey’s equation from those predicted
by the drag coefficient-Reynolds number relation is
not known. However, Rubey’s equation was derived
for spheres, whereas it was verified with two types of
crushed grains whose fall velocities are known to devi-
ate from the fall-velocity relations for spherical
grains (Shultz and others, 1954). Blanchard (1967)
found that the fall velocity-specific gravity relation

SEDIMENTATION

predicted by Rubey’s equation agreed well with the
experimental fall-velocity data for spheres of different
specific gravities with fall velocities in water of up
to about 6 centimeters per second. For higher fall
velocities for the same spheres obtained by using a
fluid (acetone) with a viscosity less than that of
water, he found that the experimental fall velocities
were larger than the fall velocities predicted by
Rubey’s equation. Thus, the experimental results of
Blanchard support figure 1 in suggesting that Rubey’s
equation predicts fall velocities that are less than the
experimental values for fall velocities greater than
about 6 cm/sec.

REENTRAINMENT

To define exactly when a grain is reentrzined, one
must specify some measure of sediment motion. A grain
which is initially at rest on the bed may firs* oscillate
slightly about its position of rest, then the grain may
start to move along the bed and finally it may move by
saltation and become a part of the suspended load. The
complexity and the statistical nature of sedim=nt move-
ment are well recognized (Task Committee on Prepara-
tion of Sedimentation Manual, 1966).

A useful parameter for describing the rate of sedi-
ment transport has been given in slightly different forms
by Meyer-Peter and Muller, Einstein, and Bagnold
(Colby, 1964). This parameter, as presented by Einstein,
is

L pfpf) }TI')TS' , )
where y is a function for correlating the effe~t of flow
with the intensity of sediment transport, D is a charac-
teristic particle diameter, p; and p; are the mass densities
of the sediment and fluid, respectively, 2’ is that part of
the hydraulic radius attributed to grain resistance, and
S is the slope of the energy gradient which is commonly
taken as the slope of the water surface.

Shields (1936) presented a criterion for beginning of
motion which has become widely accepted. His cri-
terion is presented as a relation between a dimensionless
shear stress and a particle Reynolds number. The dimen-
sionless shear stress is

Te
R r=—rarTA ®
where 1, is the critical bed shear stress, ¢ is the gravi-
tational acceleration, and d, is the grain diameter.
The particle Reynolds number is

R =T @

where U, is the shear velocity or +/7jp, and » is the
kinematic viscosity of the fluid.
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Ficure 2.—Shields’ diagram showing relation between dimen-
sionless critical shear stress and particle Reynolds number.

Shields’ relation between the dimensionless critical
shear stress, r4, and the particle Reynolds number, &,
is shown in figure 2.

It can be shown that Shields’ dimensionless critical
shear stress, 74, has the same functional form as the
inverse of Einstein’s parameter y. While no quantita-
tive measure of reentrainment is available in the litera-
ture, one may assume that reentrainment should be a
function of the parameter r4. For the purpose of this
report it will be assumed that a grain which has
initiated motion has been reentrained. Shields’ rela-
tion is used to calculate critical shear stress as a func-
tion of grain diameter.

It is recognized that Shields’ criterion does not ap-
ply strictly to the smaller heavy-mineral grains among
the less dense, larger quartz grains because of the
hiding or shielding effect. Present theory, however,
does not permit an exact treatment of the shielding
problem, and Shields’ criterion is used as an approxi-
mation. Hand (1967) has discussed qualitatively the
problem of reentrainment of the grains of a heavy
mineral.

By a trial-and-error procedure, one may calculate
from Shields’ criterion the critical shear stress, =,, as a
function of grain diameter. The results of these cal-
culations for spherical grains of quartz, monazite, lead,
and gold in water at 20.0°C. are shown in figure 3.
The calculated results given in figure 3 show that for
a given grain diameter, the shear stress required to
initiate motion is directly related to the grain specific
gravity. Below a grain diameter of approximately 0.1
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FicURE 3.—Relation of critical shear stress in water at 20°C
to grain diameter for spherical grains of quartz, monazite,
lead, and gold.

mm, the critical shear stress is a function of specific
gravity only, whereas for grain diameters larger then
0.1 mm the critical shear stress is a function of grain
diameter as well as specific gravity.

RELATION BETWEEN CRITICAL SHEAR STRESS AND
FALL VELOCITY

If fall velocity is the sole criterion for hydraulic
equivalence, then specific gravity and shape variables
can be eliminated from consideration and miner~l
properties can be described entirely by a fall velocity
or a fall diameter. Figure 4, which was obtained from
figures 3 and 1, shows the computed relation betwen
critical shear stress and fall velocity for spheres of
quartz, monazite, lead, and gold in water at 20.0°C.
For fall velocities smaller than about 2 cm/sec, the
critical shear stress is dependent on specific gravity
but independent of fall velocity. For fall velociti~s
larger than 2 cm/sec, the critical shear stress is le<s
dependent on specific gravity and more dependent on
fall velocity. However, the critical shear stress b=-
comes independent of specific gravity only for fall
velocities larger than about 50 cm/sec.

CONCLUSIONS

1. Fall velocities calculated from the equation of
Rubey (1933b) are identical with the fall velocities
calculated from the drag coefficient-Reynolds number
relation of Report 12 up to a fall diameter of about
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F1cURE 4.—Relation of critical shear stress to fall velocity for
spherical grains of quartz, monazite, lead, and gold in water
at 20°C.

0.25 mm for quartz, 0.22 mm for monazite, 0.19 mm
for lead, and 0.13 mm for gold. For fall diameters
larger than these values, the fall velocities predicted
by Rubey’s equation are less than the fall velocities
calculated from the drag coefficient—Reynolds number
relation. It is recommended that the drag coefficient—
Reynolds number relation of Report 12 be used to de-
termine fall velocities because it is based on a large
amount of experimental data, whereas Rubey’s equation
has never been verified extensively.

2. Critical shear stresses calculated from Shields’
criterion indicate that the critical shear stress is a
function only of specific gravity for grains having
diameters less than about 0.1 mm, whereas for larger
grains the critical shear stress is a function of both
diameter and specific gravity. The ecritical shear stress
is a function only of specific gravity for fall velocities
less than about 2 em/sec, and is a function of both
specific gravity and fall velocity for larger fall veloci-
ties. The critical shear stress becomes independent of
specific gravity only for fall velocities larger than
about 50 cm/sec. Clonclusion 2 is a result of calcula-
tions based on available theory only, and experimental
verification is necessary.

3. Fall velocity is probably the most effective param-
eter for measuring the dynamic response of sediment

SEDIMENTATION

particles to hydraulic forces. However, it should be
noted that the description of the reentrainmert process
requires more complete descriptions of partizle prop-
erties than is provided by fall velocity alone. As a
minimum, the specific gravity and size of s. particle
must be specified. The mechanics of the sediment-trans-
port phenomena must be investigated to determine the
relations governing hydraulic equivalence with respect
to reentrainment. These relations, together with fall-
velocity relations, will provide a framework for defin-
ing an equivalent hydraulic value for partisles sub-
jected to a given set of bed and flow conditicns.
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Abstract.—Peat deposits on the tableland of Amchitka Island
contain 3 layers of volcanic ash, each about 1-2 em in thick-
ness. Radiocarbon dates of discrete plant stems from these ash
layers indicate that the age of the uppermost ash deposit is 725
+250 years B.P. The two lower ash layers lie about 7 em apart;
the average of their dates is 1,845 years B.P. The amount of
peat above the ash layers indicates that average rates of ac-
cumulation are approximately 0.2 cm/yr for fibrous to mucky
peat, and 0.052 cm/yr for the more completely humified and
compacted peat (muck). The total depth of peat at this loca-
tion (2.8 m) indicates that about 3,400 years was required for
the formation of this deposit. It is estimated, therefore, that
this tableland has borne a vegetation mantle no longer than
4,000 years.

Amchitka Island, the largest in the Rat Island group
(Aleutian Islands), has an area of 114.1 square miles
(Coats, 1956, p. 86), one-half of which is tableland of
several segments at different altitudes ranging from
about 135 to 500 feet (Powers and others, 1960, p. 526).
These segments are largely mantled with a mat of liv-
ing heath and bog vegetation which overlies deposits
of peat and muck that are as much as 3 meters thick.
Three layers of ash, each about 1-2 centimeters thick,
can be recognized in profiles of this organic deposit.
The vertical distance between the ash layers is pre-
sumed to relate to the rate of peat deposition at a par-
ticular site. Perennially frozen ground (permafrost)
has not been reported in the Aleutian Islands, and no
effects of cryogenic processes were evident in these peat
deposits on Amchitka Island.. There have been no vol-
canoes on this island since its emergence from the sea,
which was inferred by Powers, Coats, and Nelson
(1960, p. 550) to have been before late Pleistocene time.

The dating of these ash deposits allows one to deter-
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RADIOCARBON DATING OF ASH DEPOSI™S
ON AMCHITKA ISLAND, ALASKA
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mine the absolute and relative rates of peat deposition
under different types of vegetation. From these rates
the length of time that the present vegetation mantle
has existed on this island may be estimated.

Recently combined carbon is continuously introduced
into peat deposits through roots which grow downward
in successive seasons; therefore, samples that repre-
sent the total material in the deposit are unsatisfactory
for radiocarbon dating of the peat. In the peat profile
that was studied, living roots were found 0.5 m above
the bottom of the thick peat deposit. In addition, dovn-
ward migration of humic substances probably distrib-
utes recently combined atmospheric carbon through-
out the deposit. Carson (1968, p. 16) stated, “As 1is
well known, peats are among the more difficult organic
materials upon which to base C-14 interpretations. A n-
nual dilution produces material of composite age, in
both surface and buried mats.” Dates of peat samples,
therefore, ordinarily represent average ages of the or-
ganic matter in the samples, and are more recent than
the age of the oldest material in the sample.

Acknowledgments—This study was supported in
part by Advanced Research Projects Agency, Depart-
ment of Defense, under Order No. 938. James A. Erd-
man assisted in the collection and preparation of the
samples.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Trenching on Amchitka Island at an altitude of
about 125 feet exposed the profile of a peat deposit 2.8
m thick which afforded an exceptionally good opp-r-
tunity to obtain, from the ash layers within the deposit,
samples of organic matter that were relatively free of
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Ficure 1.—Profile of a peat deposit on Amchitka Island,
Alaska, showing the location and dates of the ash layers
and the computed rates of peat deposition.

recent carbon contamination (fig. 1). This profile was
of a peat composed principally of sedges (Carex lyng-
byaei(?) and others), with some heath plants (mostly
crowberry, Empetrum nigrum) also present. The sedge
and crowberry stems were preserved as discrete plant
organs that could be separated from the humified struc-
tureless mucky material and living plant roots that
made up the greater part of the total deposit. These
stems grow only on or just above the surface of the
peat; for this reason it is known that the ash falls and
the plant tissues imbedded in them are contempora-
neous.

In February 1968, samples of these plant stems were
removed by hand sorting from the 3 ash layers, washed
to reduce gross contamination from humic materials,
sealed in polyethylene bags, and in March 1968, sent
to the U.S. Geological Survey’s radiocarbon laboratory
in Washington, D.C., for further processing and dat-
ing. Pretreatment of the stems was limited to a wash
in a warm dilute HCI solution in order to remove car-
bonates. The usual rigorous treatment in boiling acid
and alkali was eliminated because of the small size of
the samples. The samples were then converted to acety-
lene gas and counted for 1 day in each of two propor-
tional counters.

It should be noted that the two lower ash layers
(lower and middle layers, fig. 1) were located very
near each other, that the plant parts which were
sampled did not lie entirely in one plane, and that at
places it was impossible to determine to which ash
layer a stem should be assigned. For these reasons it
probably is best to consider the two lower samples as
one, and to average the dates of the two samples. The
time interval between the deposition of the upper and
the two lower ash layers is, therefore, the only reliable

GEOCHRONOLOGY

measure of the rate of humified peat deposition that was
obtained.

RESULTS

The age of the plant material in the upper ssh layer
(W-2131, fig. 1) was found to be 725250 years B.P.
(before present). The materials in the middle layer
(W-2130) and in the lower layer (W-212") were
1,950+250 and 1,740+250 years B.P., respectively.
These two latter dates are averaged as 1,845 years
B.P. in figure 1.

The top of the upper ash layer was 1.4 m below the
ground surface, and the peat in the part of tl'= profile
above the ash layer was reddish brown and fbrous at
upper levels, grading to dark-brown humified material
(muck) just above the ash layer. This peat had ac-
cumulated at the approximate average rate of 0.2 cen-
timeters/year. This rate of accumulation agrees well
with that of peat in the vicinity of Fairbanks. Alaska,
that was given by Heilman (1968, p. 336) as 0.25-0.38
em/yr. Carson (1968, p. 17) reported radiocarhon ages
of surface peats from the Barrow, Alaska, region to
range from 4,280+160 years B.P. for the bottom layer
of peat that was 10 inches thick to 395150 years B.P.
for peat 6 inches thick. An examination of the history
of these peat deposits suggests that reliable rates of
peat deposition in this region cannot be inferred from
these data.

The more completely humified and compacted peat
between the upper ash layer and the two lower ash
layers accumulated in approximately 1,100 ye~rs, or at
an average rate of about 0.052 cm/yr. The contrast be-
tween rates of accumulation of peat that is fibrous to
mucky, and that of more completely humifird muck,
gives some concept of the degree of com<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>