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(Right) Collared lizards. Collared lizards are some of the largest lizards in the park,
and are a critical part of the Big Bend ecosystem because they are the food source
for many birds in the park, and they help control the population of insects.

Yucca Faxoniana. This towering
variety is also known as giant or
Spanish dagger, beaked yucca,
or soaptree yucca. Native
Americans ate flowers, petals,
and young stalks of the plant,
and used the leaves for rope,
mats, sandals, and baskets.
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(Left) Black bears. Black bears were common in the
park in the early 1900s, but none were observed after
Big Bend became a park in 1944. They returned to the
park from Mexico in the 1980s, and remain there today
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