science for a changing world

(Right) Collared lizards. Collared lizards are some of the largest lizards in the park,
and are a critical part of the Big Bend ecosystem because they are the food source
for many birds in the park, and they help control the population of insects.

Yucca Faxoniana. This towering
variety is also known as giant or
Spanish dagger, beaked yucca,
or soaptree yucca. Native
Americans ate flowers, petals,
and young stalks of the plant,
and used the leaves for rope,
mats, sandals, and baskets.
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he geology of Big Bend is intricately linked to
plant and animal ecosystems, and the geologic
formations greatly influence the distribution of the
wide variety of plant and animal communities in the
park. The extraordinary bio-diversity in Big Bend
reflects the wide variety of natural mountain, desert,
and river landscapes in the park, and is also due to
the great variability in climate and elevation of those
different landscapes. Big Bend has more species of
birds than any other national park, and the Chihuahuan
Desert has the greatest diversity of plants of any
desert on earth.

(Pamphlet accompanies map)

(Left) Black bears. Black bears were common in the
park in the early 1900s, but none were observed after
Big Bend became a park in 1944. They returned to the
park from Mexico in the 1980s, and remain there today
mostly in the Chisos Mountains; their recolonization is
rare and enigmatic. They are well adapted to the Chisos
Mountains, mainly because of their food source of
acorns, juniper berries, pinon nuts, all available in this
woodland environment.
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(Right) Century plant. The
century plantis the largest
agave inthe park, and is the
food source for the endangered
Mexican long-nosed bat,
which pollinates the bright-
colored yellow flowers.

Texas Brown tarantula. The Texas Brown
tarantula is a common variety of spider found
in Big Bend National Park. Texas Browns can
grow in excess of a four-inch leg span, and
weigh more than 3 ounces as adults.

Face off. A coyote (left) and a black-tailed jackrabbit (above) face off. Coyotes
are well adapted in Big Bend, and are found in almost all environments in the
park. The black-tailed jackrabbit is actually a hare, and is prey for mountain lions,
coyotes, fox, bobcats, and hawks and eagles.
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(Above) Mule Ear Peaks. Mule Ear Peaks o

are one of the most distinctive geologic Y S

. ! xy
landforms in the park, and are composed of
the Chisos Formation and overlying Burro
Mesa Formation.
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Sl S N Blooming prickly pear. Big Bend boasts more species of
... LSS, o, N S & cacti than any other park, and the wide variety is attributed
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