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Knife Edge Road c. 1920 (Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Prior to 1957, the entrance road into Mesa Verde National Park traversed the steep Mancos Shale slopes along 
the northern escarpment between the heads of Morefield and Prater Canyons. This 1.5-mile (2.4 km) section of 
road was known as the “Knife Edge.” This section of road was eventually considered too treacherous to maintain 
by the National Park Service. In 1957 a 1,400-ft (427 m) tunnel  was constructed between Morefield and Prater 
Canyons resulting in the abandonment of the Knife Edge section. From the head of Morefield Canyon one can 
walk a section of this old road along the park’s Knife Edge Trail.

Fault viewed from Park Point, looking north. Photograph taken May 16, 2008.

Collared Lizard (Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Spruce Tree House c. 1890–1900 (Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Spruce Tree House (Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Spotted Owl (Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Prairie Rattlesnake
(Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Coyote
(Courtesy of the
National Park Service)

Claret Cup Cactus in Navajo Canyon. Photograph taken May 17, 2007.

Cliff Palace c. 1890–1900 Thomas McKee Collection (Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Cliff Palace. Photograph taken May 31, 2006.

Wetherills at Spruce Tree House 1891
(Nordenskiold Photography,

Courtesy of the National Park Service)

View of Cliff Palace (Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Petroglyphs at Petroglyph Point. Photograph taken June 1, 2011.

Wild Turkey (Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Large landslide (fig. 4 in pamphlet that accompanies this map) viewed from the Navajo Canyon View Point (see fig. 1). Note that the landslide has forced the 
ephemeral-stream channel to the eastern side of the canyon. In addition, the landslide temporarily dammed the canyon forming a flat valley floor underlain by 
alluvium upstream (beyond the photo, to the right). Photograph taken Aug. 28, 2005.

Western Tanager
(Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Far View House (Courtesy of the National Park Service)

Mule deer in campground. Photograph taken May 23, 2008
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Figure 1. Index map showing location of Mesa Verde National Park in the southwestern corner of Colorado with place names mentioned in the text.
Imagery from 1-meter resolution NAIP (National Agriculture Imagery Program) accessed 2011.
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