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T3k il . ‘ RN i Prior to 1957, the entrance road into Mesa Verde National Park traversed the steep Mancos Shale slopes along CORRELATION OF MAP UNITS
the northern escarpment between the heads of Morefield and Prater Canyons. This 1.5-mile (2.4 km) section of
road was known as the “Knife Edge.” This section of road was eventually considered too treacherous to maintain SURFICIAL DEPOSITS BEDROCK
by the National Park Service. In 1957 a 1,400-ft (427 m) tunnel was constructed between Morefield and Prater p A N—"—,
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Imagery from 1-meter resolution NAIP (National Agriculture Imagery Program) accessed 2011. Period or Epoch Age Alluvial dep 0sits
Figure 1. Index map showing location of Mesa Verde National Park in the southwestern corner of Colorado with place names mentioned in the text. subperiod Qa Alluvium deposited by small ephemeral streams (Holocene and late Pleistocene)
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Qemf Colluvial deposits derived from the Menefee Formation (Holocene and late
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Qcm Colluvial deposits derived from the Mancos Shale (Holocene and late Pleistocene)
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g@c‘wégﬁg Rockfall deposit (late Holocene)—Subangular sandstone boulders deposited by
rockfall; primarily derived from the Point Lookout Sandstone (Kpl)
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from the Menefee Formation (Kmf)

Earthflow deposit (Holocene)—Earthflow originating within the Menefee Formation
(Kmf)

Translational and rotational landslide deposits (Holocene and late Pleistocene)—
Mainly derived from the Menefee Formation (Kmf) and the Mancos Shale (Km)

Rock-rubble deposits (Holocene and Pleistocene)—Rock topples, rockfalls, rock
avalanches, and debris flows. Mostly derived from the Point Lookout Sandstone (Kpl)
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Large landslide (fig. 4 in pamphlet that accompanies this map) viewed from the Navajo Canyon View Point (see fig. 1). Note that the landslide has forced the
ephemeral-stream channel to the eastern side of the canyon. In addition, the landslide temporarily dammed the canyon forming a flat valley floor underlain by
alluvium upstream (beyond the photo, to the right). Photograph taken Aug. 28, 2005.
Cliff Palace. Photograph taken May 31, 2006.
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