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Explanation of Abbreviations 

 
 
--- not analyzed, measured, or calculated 

<  less than 

°C  degrees Celsius 

cc cubic centimeter 

cc/kg cubic centimeters per kilogram  

CFC chlorofluorocarbon 

C.I.  charge imbalance 

CVAFS  cold-vapor atomic fluorescence 
spectrometry 

DDW double-distilled water 

DIW  deionized water 

DOC  dissolved organic carbon 

FA  filtered-acidified 

FU  filtered-unacidified 

FIAS  flow injection analysis system 

GC gas chromatography 

GFAAS  graphite furnace atomic absorption 
spectrometry 

GMWL global meteoric water line 

GW  ground water 

HDPE  high-density polyethylene 

HGAAS hydride generation atomic absorption 
spectrometry 

IC  ion chromatography 

ICP-MS  inductively coupled plasma-mass 
spectrometry 

ICP-OES  inductively coupled plasma-optical 
emission spectrometry 

ID  identification 

ISE  ion-selective electrode 

km  kilometers 

m  meters 

mm  millimeter 

meq/L  milliequivalents per liter 

mM  millimoles per liter 

mg/L  milligrams per liter 

MS  mass spectrometry 

µg/L  micrograms per liter 

µm  micrometer 

µS/cm  microSiemens per centimeter 

µcc/kg  micro cubic centimeters per kilogram 

N   normal 

ng/L   nanograms per liter 

nm   nanometer 

NMED   New Mexico Environment 
  Department 

n  number of analyses 

pg/kg picograms per kilograms 

PE  polyethylene 

QSP quartz-sericite-pyrite 

RA  raw-acidified  

REE rare-earth element 

RU  raw-unacidified 

RMMWL Rocky Mountain meteoric water line 

σ  standard deviation 

SC  specific conductance 

SRWS  standard reference water sample 

SW   surface water 

THGA   transversely heated graphite atomizer 

TOC   total organic carbon 

TU tritium units 

UV  ultra-violet 

v/v   volume per volume 

 
 

 vii



Conversion Factors, Water-Quality Abbreviations, and Datums 

SI to Inch/Pound 

Multiply By   To obtain 

                                                   Length 
micrometer (µm)       0.00003937 inch (in.)  

millimeter (mm) 0.03937 inch (in.) 

meter (m) 3.281 foot (ft)  

kilometer (km) 0.6214 mile (mi) 

                                                   Area 
square meter (m2) 0.0002471 acre  

                                                   Volume 
liter (L) 33.82 ounce, fluid (fl. oz) 

liter (L) 2.113 pint (pt) 

cubic meter (m3) 264.2 gallon (gal)  

liter (L) 61.02 cubic inch (in3)  

                                                   Mass 
gram (g) 0.03527 ounce, avoirdupois (oz) 

kilogram (kg) 2.205 pound avoirdupois (lb) 

 
Temperature in degrees Celsius (°C) may be converted to degrees Fahrenheit (°F) as follows: 
°F=(1.8×°C)+32 
 
Specific conductance is given in microsiemens per centimeter at 25 degrees Celsius (µS/cm at 25°C). 
 
Concentrations of chemical constituents in water are given either in milligrams per liter (mg/L), micrograms 
per liter (µg/L), nanograms per liter (ng/L), or mM (millimoles per liter). 
 
Coordinate information is referenced to the North American Datum 27 – Continental United States (NAD27-
CONUS) 
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