
FILE S,,..1 18 , 



(200 ) USGS . Reports - Open 
R29o File Series no . 704 .
185946 1964 . 



I 
[:/ 

J859tb 



III

USGS LIBRARY - RESTON 

Wlllillllllll!IIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
3 1818 00083088 3 

) - .J 



UNITED STATES 

JEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR 

_.. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *ne-ws release 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY Forrester - 343-4646 

For Release to PM's,JANUARY 22, 1964 

RICH GRAVEL RESOURCES REPORTED NEAR WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Significant gravel resources appear to be generously distributed near 

Beltsville, Maryland, just northeast of the Nation's Capital, according to an 

announcement by the Geological Survey, U.S. Department of the Interior. 

This is the conclusion of Charles F. Withington, one of a team of Survey 

engineering geologists, who are undertaking a comprehensive investigation of 

metropolitan Washington, D. C. aimed at updating geologic lmowledge of the region. 

"Some of the better gravels in the United States are found near Beltsville," 

said Withington. 

The Survey geologist said that because of the rapid growth of the suburbs, 
the available gravel resources around Beltsville--of significant importance to 
construction, planning and transportation interests--are being depleted at an 
ever increasing rate. 

0 Increased urbanization," Withington pointed out, "may extend over areas 
underlain by much of the remaining gravel. A preliminary map and report just 
released shows where prospecting might uncover new deposits of gravel, thus 
serving as a guide to future planning and zoning in the Beltsville community." 

The preliminary map shows that most of the gravel occurs in shoestring
shaped "channels" that are believed to be part of an ancient river system that 
existed 100 million years ago. It occurs in rocks which geologists refer to as 
the Patuxent Formation. The gravel particles range from buckshot-sized granules 
to elongated cobbles ten inches long. Although the gravel is found throughout the 
formation, and is mixed with sand and clay, it is most common at the upper 50 feet. 

Tremendous amounts of sand and gravel are used throughout the United States 
as aggregates in concrete and in the construction of highways. In 1962, about 
777 million tons were produced in the United States. Of this, 12.7 million tons, 
valued at nearly $17 million was produced in Maryland, with Prince Georges County 
producing the most, about 6.q million tons. By 1970 annual production of sand and 
gravel in the United States is expected to amount to about one billion tons. 



The map and report on the gravels in the Beltsville area may be examined 
in the Geological Survey Library, 18th & F Streets, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
The preliminary "open file" map is the first map to be released under the current 
urban geologic mapping project of the D. C. area, and is part of a large project 
involving the preparation of new engineering geologic maps for many major cities 
of the United States. 
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