PREFACE

The Volcano Letter was an informal publication issued at irregular intervals by the Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory (HVO) during the years 1925 to 1955. Individual issues contain information on volcanic
activity, volcano research, and volcano monitoring in Hawaii. Information on volcanic activity at other
locations is also occasionally included.

To increase accessibility of this resource, previously only available in print format, this compilation was
scanned from the highest quality Volcano Letter originals in the HVO archives. Optical Character
Recognition (OCR) was run on the entire file. In addition, the file size was reduced by making it
compatible with only Adobe Reader v. 8 and later. The scanning was done by Jim Kauahikaua and the
quality control and posting was done by Katie Mulliken, both current staff at the Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory.

Originals of the first three Volcano Letters could not be found so copies plus the Title Page and Index for
1925 have been extracted from an excellent scan of Volcano Letters for 1925 to 1929 available in
Books.Google.com

The Volcano Letter was published by HVO through multiple changes in administration, including the
Hawaiian Volcano Research Association (1925-1932), the U.S. Geological Survey (1932-1935), the
Department of the Interior (1935-1938), and the University of Hawai‘i (1938-1955). Issues 1-262 were
published weekly from January 1, 1925, to January 2, 1930, and consisted of a single page of text. Issues
263-384, also published weekly, from January 9, 1930-May 5, 1932, were generally longer—four-
pages—and provided more detail on volcanic activity, including photographs, maps, and plots. Weekly
issues 385-387, published May 12—-26, 1932, were a single page of text due to budget reductions
brought on by the Great Depression. Budget restrictions reduced the publishing frequency to monthly
for issues 388—428, covering the period of June 1932 to October 1935; these issues were generally
shorter, 1-2 pages, and sometimes featured figures. From November 1935 to July 1938, issues 429-461
remained monthly but increased in length (generally eight pages) and featured figures frequently. Issues
462-530, published over the period of August 1938—December 1955, varied in length from 2—15 pages,
but were published quarterly, rather than monthly.

Six of the letters are misnumbered:

Jan. 21, 1926 number is 55 though it should 56

July 29, 1926 number is 82 though it should be 83
Feb. 16, 1928 number is 161 though it should be 164
May 31, 1928 number is 197 though it should be 179
Nov. 29, 1928 number is 204 though it should be 205

For background information on the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory: https://pubs.usgs.gov/gip/135/

The Volcano Letter publications are also available in print:

Fiske, R.S., Simkin, T., and Nielsen, E.A., eds., 1987, The Volcano Letter, No. 1-530. See
https://www.si.edu/object/siris_sil 328087
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KILAUEA REPORT No., 936
WEEK ENDING JANUARY 1, 1930
Section of Volcanology, U. S. Geological Survey

T. A. Jaggar, Volcanologist in Charge

There has been no visible change in volcanic conditions
at Kilauea during the past week. Halamaumau pit remains
quiet. No new scars are to be seen on the walls and no
new slides have been reported.

On December 30 an observer noted that a section of the
center of the July grotto had fallen. Steam was noticeably
absent at the vents within the pit on this day and on Jan-
uary 1, althouglh rainy weather has been prevalent during
ithe week.

Nine seismic disturbances were recorded by the seismo-
graphs. Of these five shocks, of very feebhle intensity, gave
an average distauce to origin of 44 miles. One feeble earth-
quake, at 11:52 p. m. December 29, indicated an origin 9
miles from the observatory.

Microseimie metion was slight. Tilt accumulated moder-
ately strong ENE.

ACTIVITY OF PELEE, MARTINIQUE

Little has been heard trom Martinique since the terrible
destruction ot Si. Pierre in 1902 by volcanic blast from
Pelée. This volcano is in the middle of the Caribbee Is-
lands, which extend in a curve from Porto Rico to Trini-
dad.

September 16, 1929, ash eruptions began again from the
crater of Mount Pelée. At 8:45 p. m. September 26 an
carthquake lasted a minute and a half at Fort de France.
October 14 Pelée burst into eruption more strongly than in
Seplember. This calmed down on the 18th, but October
19 the director of the volcano observalory reporfed for the
early morning of that day an outbreak stronger than the
two préceding. Gas and ashes were thrown up, and the
ilashes of light lasted for 10 minutes. Intermittent rumb-
lings and bursts of white steam accompanied the erup-
tidu, the dust column rose nearly 4,000 feet, and cinders
were showered over the country. The activity occurred
at the head of the valley of the Riviere Blanche, just as in
1902, beside the ruins of the famous lava spine which rose
in that year.

The complete evacuation of Précheur, Saint-Pierre, and
Morne-Rouge has been ordered by the aunthorities. It
appears that Saint-Pierre had risen from its ashes by
1923, and possessed 1,000 inhabitants, more than 100
houses, a club, shops, a restaurant, a markel, and a cus-

tom house. There ig a daily steamer from Fort de France,
and the town has running water, a sewage system, and is
presided over by a mayor. The 1929 activitly appeared (o
have been kindled at about the September equinox, just
as was the seismic shaking in Hawali, but like the latter,
it dwindled. New activity is reported in December. (Seis-

mological Despatches, Georgetown TUniversgity; London
Times, Oct. 21; New York Times, Sept. 21 and Oct. 20,
Nov. 4.) T. A. J.

REVIVAL OF SANTA-MARIA, GUATEMALA

It will be remeémbered that the Pelée eruptions of May,
1902, were followed in October of that year by disastrous
ash falls and floods from Santa-Maria volcano in Guate-
mala. In like manner the Pelée outbreak in September,
1929, is followed by a disastrous explogive eruption at
Santa-Maria. This volcano is 12,361 feet high.

The volcano dominates the coffee lands of western
Guatemala. Beiween 1922 and 1925 (Volcano Letter No.
87, Aug. 26, 1926) new stiff lava rose in the vast crater
which the 1902 eruption had left in the flank of the moun-
tain. The new plug replaced the crater with a lava hill
1,600 feet high and 4,000 feet across. Its top was a cluster
of smoking turrets.

We now have despatches of November 5 and 8 which
are difficult to interpret because of tlie newspaper habit
of calling everyihing ‘“lava” that pours from a volcano
(Chicago Tribune, Paris, Nov. 5, and New York Times,
Nov. 8). The “lava” is presumably glowing ash and mud
floods.

On November 4, 1929, after three days of increasing
rumblings, hot ash was vomited up about the new plug,
probably cauliflower clouds of ash and steam shot thous-
ands of feet into the ai'r, incandescent blasts of falling
malerial were impelled downward, and torrents of rainfall
mixed with the hot ash to swell all the streams. Probably
there was engulfment of the lava plug and widening of
the crater. Heavy showers of ash were still falling Nov-
ember 7. There were destroyed villages, coffee plantations,

and farms. El Palmar suffered the most, 21 bodies being re-
covered there. El Palmar is six miles south of the crater.

In the zone between Mazatenango, 15 miles to the south,
and the crater cavity half-way up the mountain, the
country is completely covered with ashes, and the air
smells of sulphur. The buildings of El Palmar and the
farmhouses thereabout still stand. On November 7 there
were people still to be seen in the streeis. Forty-five
deaths are reported as the total, and loss of farm property
in the cotfee district to the value of one million dollars.
Eight coffee plantations were destroyed, and the losses of
life appear to be due to suffocation with hot ash, to burns,
and to bombardment from falling stones, just as in 1902.
Some bodies were found of persons who lLad climbed
trees. The green foliage was burned to a dirty brown.

T. A. J.

52,000 words of volcanic infermation if you save and bind the Volcano Letter
Hawaiian Time is 10h. 30m. slower than Greenwich
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THE VOLCANO LETTER

The Volcano Lietter combines the earlier weekly of that name,
with the former monthly Bulletin of the Hawaiian Volcano Ob-
servatory. It is published weekly, on Thursdays, bv the Ha-
waiian Volcano Research Association, on behalf of Lhe section
of Volcanology, U. 8. Geological Survey. It promotes experi-
mental recording of earth processes.

Readers are requested to send articles, photographs, publica-
tions and clippings about volcano and earthquake events, in-
struments and investigations, especially around the Pacific.

Subscription for non-members two dollars per vear of 52 num-
bers. Address the Observatory.
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Tide gauge rscord of seismic sea wave, Hilo, Hawaii, June 17, 1928

This was 'made by an earthquake off Mexico.
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THE VOLCANO LETTER

The Volcano Letter combines, after January 1, 1930, the earlier
weekly of that name, with the former monthly Bulletin of the
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory. It is published weekly, on
Thursdays, by the Hawaiian Volcano Research Association, on
behalf of the section of Volcanology, U. S. Geological Sur-
vey. It promotes experimental recording of earth processes.

Readers are requested to send articles, photographs, publica-
tions and clippings about volcano and earthquake events, in-
struments and investigations, especially around the Pacific.

Subscription for non-members two dollars per year of 52 num-
bers. Address the Observatory.

HAWAIIAN VOLCANO OBSERVATORY
Founded 1911
This laboratory at Kilauea Volcanc belongs to the Hawaiian
Volcano Research Association and is leased and operated by the
United States Geological Survey.

It maintains seismographs at three places near Kilauea Vol-
cano, also at Hilo, and at Kealakekua in Kona District. It

keeps a journal of Hawaiian volcanic activity and publishes
occasional Bulletins

Membership in the Hawaiian Voicano Research Association is
limited to patrons of Pacific science who desire personally to
aid in supporting the work.

The work of volcano research so supported is in collaboration
with the work of the United States Geological Survey, but sup-
plements it with buildings, research fellows, instrumental plants,
explorations and special investigations for which there is no
governmental provision. The Geological Survey maintains vol-
cano stations in Alaska, California and Hawaii.

The Board of Directors includes Lorrin A. Thurston, Presi-
dent; Frank C. Atherton and Walter F. Dillingham, Vice-
Presidents; L. Tenrey Peck, Treasurer; Wade Warren Thay-
er, Arthur L. Dean, and Richard A. Cooke.

Persons desiring application blanks for membership should
address the Secretary, Hawaiian Volcano Research Association,
300 James Campbell Building, Honolulu, T. H

The Volcano Letter is not copyrighted Editors please credit.
























Halemaumau January 14, 1918, showing the hard top of the lava column swollen up like the crust on a pudding as an incipient dome with stages of higher and higher swell-
ing from the outside edge inward. The steaming cliff on the left, and the distant whitish cliff with stone shelter on top at the extreme right, are the edges of the pit. The
lava lake is in the fume amid the central crags. Photo Jaggar.
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