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U.S. Geological Survey Water Resources Data—Colorado, Water Year 2004

PLATTE RIVER BASIN

06721000  SOUTH PLATTE RIVER AT FORT LUPTON, CO

LOCATION.--Lat 40°06'58", long 104°49'05", in SW1⁄4SE1⁄4 sec.19, T.2 N., R.66 W., Weld County, Hydrologic Unit 10190003, on right bank 2 ft downstream from 
County Road 18 bridge, 3.0 mi downstream from Big Dry Creek, and 2.5 mi north of Fort Lupton. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--5,044 mi2. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--May to September 1906, April 1929 to September 1957, April 2003 to current year (seasonal records only). Prior to October 1933 monthly 
discharge only, published in WSP 1310. For a complete listing of historical data available for this site, see http://waterdata.usgs.gov/co/nwis/inventory/
?site_no=06721000 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CO-03-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Elevation of gage is 4,860 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. Oct. 3, 1947 to Sept. 30, 1957, water-
stage recorder at site 3.9 mi upstream at different datum. See WSP 1730 for history of changes prior to Oct. 3, 1947. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Natural flow affected by transmountain diversions, storage reservoirs, ground-water 
withdrawals, diversions for irrigation, and return flow from irrigated areas. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 9,000 ft3/s, April 26, 1942, from rating curve extended above 6,700 ft3/s; maximum gage height, 7.57 ft, 
May 9, 1957, site and datum then in use; minimum daily, 4.4 ft3/s, October 29, 1956. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR (seasonal only).--Maximum discharge, 6,440 ft3/s, Aug. 19, gage height 9.93 ft; minimum daily, 88 ft3/s, May 19 (estimated). 

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 2004

DAILY MEAN VALUES

DAY OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

1 170 e247 --- --- --- --- 105 950 159 565 310 246
2 177 254 --- --- --- --- 100 615 136 471 360 208
3 182 285 --- --- --- --- 691 418 176 401 302 190
4 179 310 --- --- --- --- 425 232 171 315 242 222
5 175 262 --- --- --- --- 219 141 147 293 287 338

6 176 238 --- --- --- --- 195 128 234 351 376 308
7 176 239 --- --- --- --- 283 160 423 323 450 292
8 179 235 --- --- --- --- 399 246 375 286 469 245
9 177 234 --- --- --- --- 494 270 738 304 416 214

10 169 248 --- --- --- --- 1,040 252 792 415 306 191

11 167 259 --- --- --- --- 1,000 e300 527 281 769 181
12 192 257 --- --- --- --- 840 e705 409 324 446 180
13 214 256 --- --- --- --- 591 e1,480 288 301 313 177
14 219 250 --- --- --- --- 408 e546 289 258 252 172
15 215 239 --- --- --- --- 358 e333 274 221 257 187

16 190 243 --- --- --- --- 230 e168 271 208 276 184
17 174 255 --- --- --- --- 190 e112 417 1,000 256 186
18 166 253 --- --- --- --- 212 e100 949 799 259 160
19 166 254 --- --- --- --- 233 e88 1,150 751 4,300 152
20 173 253 --- --- --- --- 209 e113 606 559 1,520 146

21 181 254 --- --- --- --- 202 e142 588 377 748 199
22 177 258 --- --- --- --- 412 e131 1,030 293 460 852
23 181 263 --- --- --- --- 1,070 e139 557 534 379 507
24 181 267 --- --- --- --- 1,060 e172 394 2,510 376 345
25 173 284 --- --- --- --- 513 e177 311 1,880 393 304

26 177 268 --- --- --- --- 395 156 304 780 332 343
27 184 283 --- --- --- --- 269 143 290 431 734 289
28 201 272 --- --- --- --- 219 137 1,230 414 1,170 811
29 201 262 --- --- --- --- 196 147 822 916 423 570
30 211 261 --- --- --- --- 308 179 611 787 292 390
31 e242 --- --- --- --- --- --- 168 --- 572 237 ---

TOTAL 5,745 7,743 --- --- --- --- 12,866 9,048 14,668 17,920 17,710 8,789
MEAN 185 258 --- --- --- --- 429 292 489 578 571 293
MAX 242 310 --- --- --- --- 1,070 1,480 1,230 2,510 4,300 852
MIN 166 234 --- --- --- --- 100 88 136 208 237 146
AC-FT 11,400 15,360 --- --- --- --- 25,520 17,950 29,090 35,540 35,130 17,430

   

e Estimated. 
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