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U.S. Geological Survey Water Resources Data—Colorado, Water Year 2004

DOLORES RIVER BASIN

09165000  DOLORES RIVER BELOW RICO, CO

LOCATION.--Lat 37°38'20", long 108°03'35", Dolores County, Hydrologic Unit 14030002, on left bank at upstream side of Montelores bridge northwest of State 
Highway 145, at Dolores-Montezuma County line, 0.5 mi upstream from Ryman Creek, and 4.0 mi southwest of Rico. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--105 mi2. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1951 to September 1996, October 1998 to current year. For a complete listing of historical data available for this site, see http://
waterdata.usgs.gov/co/nwis/inventory/?site_no=09165000 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Datum of gage is 8,422.23 ft above NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges and those greater than 180 ft3/s, which are poor. No diversion upstream from station. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Greatest flood since at least 1885 occurred Oct. 5, 1911. 

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 2004

DAILY MEAN VALUES

DAY OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

1 36 19 e17 e6.9 e14 e24 e374 e501 461 102 37 16
2 50 23 e16 e7.4 e14 e25 e397 e501 487 95 37 16
3 55 25 e15 e6.9 e15 e26 e407 e516 537 87 41 16
4 64 18 e14 e5.8 e14 e26 e402 e543 579 82 36 71
5 55 25 e13 e6.3 e13 e30 e421 e578 625 76 41 58

6 50 22 11 e6.3 e11 e30 e432 e608 653 75 52 46
7 47 23 e12 e6.9 e11 e24 e441 e631 665 73 38 34
8 42 21 e12 e6.6 e13 e31 e442 e640 629 67 35 31
9 40 20 e11 e6.9 e14 e38 e432 e637 560 66 32 27

10 39 22 e9.5 e8.0 e14 e54 e413 e625 483 65 29 27

11 41 21 e8.0 e8.0 e13 e89 e388 e607 392 62 28 32
12 37 19 e6.4 e7.7 e12 e126 e319 e584 337 57 26 25
13 34 24 e5.5 e7.7 e11 e131 e372 e565 301 55 24 24
14 29 22 e5.7 e7.2 e10 e149 e428 e563 316 58 24 22
15 30 17 e5.4 e7.6 e12 e163 e448 e549 317 65 26 19

16 29 17 e5.2 e9.0 e13 e172 e466 e549 279 69 30 18
17 28 21 e5.1 e9.9 e13 e172 e487 e645 259 67 34 18
18 27 21 e5.2 e9.9 e14 e172 e485 e744 225 56 34 18
19 26 20 e5.1 e9.0 e15 e200 e472 e785 215 61 33 117
20 24 22 e4.8 e8.0 e24 e227 e446 839 202 57 34 298

21 24 26 e5.2 e9.9 e25 e255 e424 753 189 52 29 160
22 23 20 e5.2 e9.9 e24 e287 e367 642 170 48 30 107
23 22 18 e5.3 e8.0 e22 e318 e348 569 151 68 27 82
24 21 25 e5.1 e6.7 e22 e322 e339 538 141 76 23 70
25 19 21 e4.6 e8.5 e23 e322 e344 547 136 58 22 62

26 14 22 e5.0 e11 e21 e316 e319 563 128 56 20 53
27 20 e21 e4.9 e11 e23 e282 e397 582 119 61 20 49
28 20 e18 e5.5 e11 e26 e172 e491 635 119 54 20 48
29 19 e18 e6.0 e13 e24 e167 e520 638 130 44 18 72
30 18 e17 e6.0 e13 --- e250 e512 495 112 41 17 79
31 17 --- e7.2 e14 --- e338 --- 442 --- 39 17 ---

TOTAL 1,000 628 246.9 268.0 480 4,938 12,533 18,614 9,917 1,992 914 1,715
MEAN 32.3 20.9 7.96 8.65 16.6 159 418 600 331 64.3 29.5 57.2
MAX 64 26 17 14 26 338 520 839 665 102 52 298
MIN 14 17 4.6 5.8 10 24 319 442 112 39 17 16
AC-FT 1,980 1,250 490 532 952 9,790 24,860 36,920 19,670 3,950 1,810 3,400

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1952 - 2004, BY WATER YEAR (WY)

MEAN 43.0 28.7 21.3 18.4 18.3 33.7 134 454 531 162 80.1 62.2
MAX 133 65.9 42.6 37.7 33.7 159 418 1,015 1,288 646 267 224
(WY) (1973) (1987) (1958) (1958) (1984) (2004) (2004) (1958) (1957) (1957) (1999) (1982)
MIN 14.5 12.1 7.81 7.74 7.49 11.0 42.9 98.9 36.3 16.7 14.2 17.1
(WY) (1957) (1957) (1990) (1990) (1994) (1964) (1975) (1977) (2002) (2002) (2002) (1956)

   

SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR 2003 CALENDAR YEAR FOR 2004 WATER YEAR WATER YEARS 1952 - 2004

ANNUAL TOTAL 35,429.9 53,245.9
ANNUAL MEAN 97.1 145 132
HIGHEST ANNUAL MEAN 230        1957
LOWEST ANNUAL MEAN 37.8        2002
HIGHEST DAILY MEAN 890 May 28 839 May 20 1,810 Jun 10, 1952
LOWEST DAILY MEAN e4.6 Dec 25 e4.6 Dec 25 e4.6 Dec 25, 2003
ANNUAL SEVEN-DAY MINIMUM 5.0 Dec 20 5.0 Dec 20 5.0 Dec 20, 2003
MAXIMUM PEAK FLOW 994 May 19 a2,170 May 24, 1984
MAXIMUM PEAK STAGE 4.68 May 19 b5.95 May 24, 1984
ANNUAL RUNOFF (AC-FT) 70,280 105,600 95,990
10 PERCENT EXCEEDS 270 504 396
50 PERCENT EXCEEDS 35 34 39
90 PERCENT EXCEEDS 9.2 8.0 15

   

e Estimated. 
a From rating curve extended above 1,620 ft3/s. 
b Maximum gage height, 6.15 ft, Jun 10, 1952. 
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