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U.S. Geological Survey Water Resources Data—Colorado, Water Year 2004

DOLORES RIVER BASIN

09166500  DOLORES RIVER AT DOLORES, CO

LOCATION.--Lat 37°28'21", long 108°29'49", in SW1⁄4SW1⁄4 sec.10, T.37 N., R.15 W., Montezuma County, Hydrologic Unit 14030002, on left bank 0.30 mi upstream 
from bridge on State Highway 184 in Dolores and 0.8 mi upstream from Lost Canyon Creek. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--504 mi2. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 1895 to October 1903, August 1910 to November 1912, October 1921 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published 
in WSP 1313. For a complete listing of historical data available for this site, see http://waterdata.usgs.gov/co/nwis/inventory/?site_no=09166500 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 859: 1937. WRD Colo. 1972: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Elevation of gage is 6,940 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. See WSP 1713 or 1733 for history of 
changes prior to Oct. 7, 1952. Oct. 7, 1952 to Nov. 16, 1983, at site 0.4 mi downstream at different datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for Oct. 1 and estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Diversions for irrigation of about 2,000 acres upstream from station. Flow 
partly regulated by Ground Hog Reservoir, capacity 21,710 acre-ft. 

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 2004

DAILY MEAN VALUES

DAY OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

1 74 56 e50 e37 e44 e52 602 803 936 254 248 201
2 80 61 e53 e34 e44 e54 648 861 959 227 246 193
3 142 89 e51 e30 e45 e54 740 987 1,060 211 250 193
4 135 73 e48 e28 e44 e60 679 1,340 1,140 197 242 259
5 130 58 e46 e25 e41 e59 723 1,550 1,250 184 244 332

6 112 59 e46 e25 e40 e52 735 1,800 1,250 178 283 253
7 105 63 e46 e31 e41 e57 862 2,130 1,260 161 273 229
8 98 61 e45 e34 e42 e64 839 2,280 1,220 153 255 196
9 89 59 e43 e35 e42 e82 809 2,410 1,080 147 243 98

10 87 64 e32 e36 e41 e113 761 2,430 953 146 237 216

11 93 67 e31 e37 e41 e144 648 2,400 780 143 232 216
12 88 65 e39 e37 e40 e168 561 1,950 667 137 227 197
13 76 72 e30 e36 e38 e185 537 1,440 598 132 241 173
14 73 71 e32 e35 e42 e186 606 1,140 609 133 236 148
15 70 66 e39 e39 e43 e199 624 1,130 626 139 237 118

16 68 61 e30 e39 e42 195 702 1,380 571 147 249 86
17 68 66 e29 e39 e43 198 764 1,640 530 166 254 61
18 65 59 e34 e38 e46 214 810 1,550 472 144 271 48
19 65 57 e37 e37 e53 248 737 1,880 446 147 279 71
20 65 62 e39 e39 e53 295 647 2,030 422 139 280 553

21 63 66 e39 e39 e52 350 610 1,820 395 127 267 428
22 61 71 e40 e37 e51 444 592 1,620 358 121 259 292
23 61 53 e37 e35 e50 506 548 1,440 312 124 252 209
24 61 e51 e34 e36 e52 593 519 1,250 291 179 244 170
25 59 e69 e38 e39 e50 691 500 1,220 279 160 246 150

26 56 e71 e38 e40 e50 739 519 1,220 274 144 239 134
27 52 e56 e34 e40 e54 687 671 1,240 261 163 232 121
28 58 e47 e29 e42 e52 536 870 1,320 247 149 225 113
29 58 e43 e30 e43 e51 444 948 1,470 322 127 217 154
30 57 e45 e34 e43 --- 452 912 1,110 282 232 210 226
31 56 --- e37 e43 --- 501 --- 935 --- 252 204 ---

TOTAL 2,425 1,861 1,190 1,128 1,327 8,622 20,723 47,776 19,850 5,063 7,622 5,838
MEAN 78.2 62.0 38.4 36.4 45.8 278 691 1,541 662 163 246 195
MAX 142 89 53 43 54 739 948 2,430 1,260 254 283 553
MIN 52 43 29 25 38 52 500 803 247 121 204 48
AC-FT 4,810 3,690 2,360 2,240 2,630 17,100 41,100 94,760 39,370 10,040 15,120 11,580

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1896 - 2004, BY WATER YEAR (WY)

MEAN 132 83.4 58.5 52.0 56.1 130 740 1,730 1,337 401 237 182
MAX 1,247 453 199 151 140 458 1,955 3,625 3,470 1,490 650 1,354
(WY) (1942) (1942) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1997) (1942) (1922) (1957) (1957) (1999) (1927)
MIN 26.0 20.0 19.8 19.3 20.0 25.0 158 235 67.2 55.4 29.0 33.5
(WY) (1902) (1902) (1990) (1990) (1902) (1899) (1977) (1977) (2002) (1934) (1900) (1899)

   

SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR 2003 CALENDAR YEAR FOR 2004 WATER YEAR WATER YEARS 1896 - 2004

ANNUAL TOTAL 93,175 123,425
ANNUAL MEAN 255 337 429
HIGHEST ANNUAL MEAN 790        1942
LOWEST ANNUAL MEAN 87.0        1977
HIGHEST DAILY MEAN 1,880 May 28 2,430 May 10 6,950 May  5, 1922
LOWEST DAILY MEAN e12 Jan 19 e25 Jan  5 8.0 Aug 16, 1896
ANNUAL SEVEN-DAY MINIMUM 23 Feb  4 30 Jan  2 12 Aug 10, 1896
MAXIMUM PEAK FLOW 2,740 May 10 a10,000 Oct  5, 1911
MAXIMUM PEAK STAGE 5.25 May 10 10.20 Oct  5, 1911
ANNUAL RUNOFF (AC-FT) 184,800 244,800 311,100
10 PERCENT EXCEEDS 789 955 1,380
50 PERCENT EXCEEDS 99 144 120
90 PERCENT EXCEEDS 32 38 40

   

e Estimated. 
a Site and datum then in use, from rating curve extended above 2,800 ft3/s. 

   

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/co/nwis/inventory/?site_no=09166500

