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U.S. Geological Survey Water Resources Data—Colorado, Water Year 2004

SAN JUAN RIVER BASIN

09352900  VALLECITO CREEK NEAR BAYFIELD, CO
(Hydrologic Benchmark Station)

LOCATION.--Lat 37°28'39", long 107°32'35", in NE1⁄4NW1⁄4 sec.16, T.37 N., R.6 W., La Plata County, Hydrologic Unit 14080101, on right bank 60 ft upstream from Fall 
Creek, 0.8 mi downstream from Bear Creek, 6.7 mi north of Vallecito Dam, and 18 mi north of Bayfield. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--72.5 mi2. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1962 to current year. For a complete listing of historical data available for this site, see http://waterdata.usgs.gov/co/nwis/inventory/
?site_no=09352900 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CO-00-2: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry and concrete control. Datum of gage is 7,906.08 ft above NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. No diversion upstream from station. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Major floods occurred in October 1911 and June 1927. 

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 2004

DAILY MEAN VALUES

DAY OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

1 47 29 35 e25 e21 e21 153 141 320 212 84 31
2 53 31 33 e22 e21 e22 153 149 369 197 83 30
3 59 37 32 e19 e21 e22 156 186 457 181 87 30
4 67 33 32 e16 22 e23 154 260 518 166 80 104
5 65 33 31 e20 e20 e22 151 347 573 151 83 103

6 63 32 31 e24 e18 e21 156 421 648 155 102 89
7 62 32 30 e25 e19 e23 154 529 706 159 89 80
8 59 32 31 e24 e20 e28 142 590 640 149 81 73
9 56 32 e30 e24 e20 e37 137 563 552 145 74 66

10 54 33 e27 e24 e19 48 128 589 450 140 69 63

11 54 33 e24 e24 e19 54 118 543 338 137 64 66
12 51 32 e24 e23 19 63 110 373 297 137 60 59
13 48 36 e22 e22 e19 66 105 275 283 141 57 56
14 45 38 e24 e24 e17 65 108 221 347 130 55 52
15 43 35 e23 25 e17 67 109 222 363 124 53 48

16 41 34 e20 25 e17 69 120 307 337 146 51 45
17 40 36 e20 24 e17 72 131 393 311 188 52 43
18 38 35 e23 24 e20 82 132 455 279 160 51 42
19 37 40 e24 e25 20 96 127 604 287 142 50 535
20 35 40 e24 e23 20 119 121 634 275 140 49 e1,470

21 34 38 e24 e22 20 144 117 555 238 124 47 e966
22 32 37 e24 e21 21 160 111 474 210 113 48 e478
23 31 35 e24 e18 21 166 103 387 201 171 45 253
24 30 38 e24 e22 21 162 97 355 200 181 42 215
25 29 42 e25 e22 e18 176 95 380 192 139 40 182

26 27 34 e24 e21 e19 187 99 417 178 128 38 158
27 28 30 e21 e19 e21 175 124 491 168 131 36 141
28 27 30 e15 e20 22 151 163 612 176 114 36 135
29 27 34 e14 e20 e21 132 167 569 313 102 34 202
30 26 34 e23 e21 --- 127 154 352 242 95 33 211
31 25 --- e25 e20 --- 134 --- 300 --- 89 32 ---

TOTAL 1,333 1,035 783 688 570 2,734 3,895 12,694 10,468 4,487 1,805 6,026
MEAN 43.0 34.5 25.3 22.2 19.7 88.2 130 409 349 145 58.2 201
MAX 67 42 35 25 22 187 167 634 706 212 102 1,470
MIN 25 29 14 16 17 21 95 141 168 89 32 30
AC-FT 2,640 2,050 1,550 1,360 1,130 5,420 7,730 25,180 20,760 8,900 3,580 11,950

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1963 - 2004, BY WATER YEAR (WY)

MEAN 77.2 44.0 27.1 20.7 19.8 35.4 112 401 502 235 134 117
MAX 280 104 52.0 42.5 44.5 88.2 226 697 927 596 442 455
(WY) (1973) (1987) (1986) (1986) (1986) (2004) (1989) (2001) (1980) (1995) (1999) (1970)
MIN 22.3 16.7 9.89 9.51 8.42 9.11 40.3 132 64.1 27.5 27.5 25.1
(WY) (1979) (1976) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1964) (2002) (2002) (2002) (2002) (1978)

   

SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR 2003 CALENDAR YEAR FOR 2004 WATER YEAR WATER YEARS 1963 - 2004

ANNUAL TOTAL 34,053.6 46,518
ANNUAL MEAN 93.3 127 144
HIGHEST ANNUAL MEAN 226        1973
LOWEST ANNUAL MEAN 43.9        2002
HIGHEST DAILY MEAN 944 May 28 e1,470 Sep 20 3,020 Sep  6, 1970
LOWEST DAILY MEAN e9.6 Jan 20 e14 Dec 29 6.6 Feb  8, 2002
ANNUAL SEVEN-DAY MINIMUM 10 Jan  4 18 Feb 11 7.4 Dec 23, 1976
MAXIMUM PEAK FLOW 2,350 Sep 20 a7,050 Sep  6, 1970
MAXIMUM PEAK STAGE b3.49 Sep 20 c6.51 Sep  6, 1970
ANNUAL RUNOFF (AC-FT) 67,550 92,270 104,400
10 PERCENT EXCEEDS 194 347 406
50 PERCENT EXCEEDS 47 56 60
90 PERCENT EXCEEDS 14 21 17

   

e Estimated. 
a From rating curve extended above 1,400 ft3/s, on basis of slope-area measurement of peak flow. 
b From floodmarks. 
c Maximum gage height, 6.51 ft, from water-stage recorder, 6.76 ft, from floodmarks. 

   

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/co/nwis/inventory/?site_no=09352900

