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SELECTED FACTORS FOR CONVERTING INCH-POUND UNITS
TO THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM OF UNITS (SI)

For those readers who may prefer to use the International System of units rather
than inch-pound units, the conversion factors for the terms used in this report are given
below.

Multiply inch-pound unit By To obtain SI unit

inch 25.40 millimeter

foot per mile 0.18943 meter per kilometer

foot 0.3048 meter

foot per second 0.3048 meter per second

mile 1.609 kilometer

square mile 2.590 square kilometer

cubic foot per second (ft 3/s) 0.02832 cubic meter per second

acre 0.4047 hectare

acre-foot 1,233 cubic meter

acre-foot per acre 3,047 cubic meter per hectare

gallon per minute 0.003785 cubic meter per second

micromhos per centimeter 1.00 microsiemen per centimeter
(umho/cm) (wS/cm)

To convert_degrees Celsius °C) to degrees Fahrenheit (°F) use the following formula:
o )
F=18x C+32

National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 (NGVD of 1929): A geodetic datum derived

from a general adjustment of the first-order nets of both the United States and Canada,
formerly called mean sea level.

vii



A PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF THE HYDROLOGIC CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE JAMES RIVER IN SOUTH DAKOTA

By Rick D. Benson

ABSTRACT

This report, summarizing the results of a 6-month investigation of the hydrologic
characteristics of the James River in South Dakota, was prepared at the request of the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Information provided in this report will be used by the
Bureau as part of a joint study effort between the Bureau and the State of South Dakota
in an ongoing investigation of the potential of supplying additional water from the
Garrison Diversion Unit in North Dakota to the James River in South Dakota.

The James River in South Dakota has very restricted channel capacities in the
upstream reach within the Lake Dakota Plain. Channel capacities in Brown County are
as little as 200 cubic feet per second, and spring flooding can be expected on an average
of every other year. The entire river in South Dakota has potential for extended
periods of flooding an average of once in 10 years. Extended periods of no flow during
late-summer and winter also can be expected. Excluding flows of a very large
magnitude, average traveltime between Columbia and Scotland (a distance of 382 river
miles) is estimated to be 25-30 days for most flows. The upstream reach of the James
River within the Lake Dakota Plain generally loses discharge with distance whereas the
downstream reach generally gains discharge with distance. Interaction between
underlying aquifers and the river does not appear to be significant along upstream
reaches of the James River. Some interaction, although not quantified, does occur in
Hanson, Davison, and Yankton Counties.

Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge, located just downstream from the State line
and containing Sand and Mud Lakes (combined capacity = 24,600 acre-feet), is a major
source of water loss between LaMoure, N. Dak., and Columbia, S. Dak. Gross
evaporation losses from the lakes during 1969-81 are estimated to have been slightly
more than 29,000 acre-feet per year. Unaccounted-for losses in the lake system are
estimated to have been slightly more than 19,000 acre-feet per year. Water-quality
analyses of lake samples indicated detectable concentrations of certain pesticides
(2,4-D; DEF; atrazine; dicamba; and picloram). Dissolved-oxygen monitoring indicated
probable photosynthetic activity in both lakes.

INTRODUCTION

Background

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the State of South Dakota are jointly
investigating the potential of supplying additional water from the Garrison Diversion
Unit in North Dakota to the James River -in South Dakota. The additional water
supplies to South Dakota would be used along the entire James River area for
municipal, industrial, irrigation, recreational and fish and wildlife purposes.



Investigations were begun by the establishment of a Garrison Study Management
Board in May 1981 by the Governor of the State of South Dakota. At the request of the
State and through the guidance of this Management Board, the Bureau completed a
special report titled "Garrison Extension Special Report" in January 1982. It became
apparent from this report that further appraisal investigations were needed and a joint
study titled "South Dakota Water Deliveries Study" was begun between the Bureau and
the State. As part of this ongoing investigation, the Bureau requested that the U.S.
Geological Survey conduct certain hydrologic and hydraulic studies on the James River
in South Dakota. These studies are summarized in this report.

Objectives and Scope

The objectives of this study were to more accurately define certain hydrologic
and hydraulic characteristics of the James River and its tributaries in South Dakota, to
analyze the water budget and water quality within the Sand Lake National Wildlife
Refuge, and to identify the need for additional studies. Hydrologic and hydraulic
characteristics are defined based on analyses of channel capacity, flow duration, flood-
wave traveltimes and mean velocities, stream gains and losses, flood frequencies, and a
review of ground-water/surface-water relationships. The majority of the study is based
on currently available data (1981); however, some onsite work was done including
discharge measurements, well location, and water-quality sampling.

Setting

The James River is a prairie stream that originates near Fessenden, N. Dak., and
joins the Missouri River near Yankton, S. Dak. (fig. 1). The river is about 747 miles
long, with about 273 river miles located in North Dakota and about 474 river miles
located in South Dakota. The James River basin encompasses approximately
22,000 square miles, with about 14,000 square miles located in eastern South Dakota
and about 8,000 square miles located in southeastern North Dakota.

The basin is located in the Central Lowlands physiographic province, occupying a
relatively flat plain between the Coteau du Missouri on the west and the Coteau des
Prairies on the east (Flint, 1955). Near the North Dakota-South Dakota border, the
river enters an area of about 2,000 square miles called the Lake Dakota Plain (fig. 1).
A majority of the soils in the basin were formed on glacial till or loamy glacial drift.
Within the Lake Dakota Plain, soils were formed on sandy to clayey lake sediments.

The James River has one of the flattest slopes of any river of similar length in
North America. In South Dakota, the altitude of the river only decreases about
130 feet in 474 river miles. Within the Lake Dakota Plain, the slope of the river in
southern Brown County is less than 0.1 foot per mile.

Channel capacities within South Dakota vary between a minimum of 200 ft3/s in
southern Brown County to a maximum of 10,000 ft 3/s near the mouth. Frequent
flooding occurs within the Lake Dakota Plain during spring snowmelt. Since 1940, the
river within the Lake Dakota Plain has flooded in 1943, 1947, 1948, 1950, 1951, 1952,
1962, 1966, 1969, 1972, 1975, 1978, and 1982, or an average of every 3.3 years. Less
frequent flooding also occurs during spring snowmelt on the lower James River
downstream from Huron, S. Dak. '
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Within the Lake Dakota Plain, high tributary inflows can cause the river to flow in
the upstream direction (reverse flow) on certain occasions. In 1969, inflows from the
Elm River caused the James to flow in the reverse direction at Columbia, S. Dak., for
9 days (maximum daily discharge equal to -1,860 ft3/s) and inflows from Snake Creek
caused the James to flow in the reverse direction at Ashton, S. Dak., for 7 days
(maximum daily discharge equal to -2,100 ft 3 /s).

Regulation of flows entering South Dakota is provided by Jamestown Reservoir,
constructed by the Bureau of Reclamation, and Pipestem Reservoir, constructed by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, both located near Jamestown, N. Dak. Three major
National Wildlife Refuges are located on the river between New Rockford, N. Dak., and
Columbia, S. Dak.; they are: Arrowwood, Dakota Lake, and Sand Lake.

Two dams are located on the main stem near Huron. They are the James
Diversion Dam (capacity 4,980 acre-feet) and the Third Street Dam (capacity
2,700 acre-feet) which both serve as the city of Huron's major water supply. Several
other smaller dams are located on the main stem within South Dakota. Most of the
smaller dams were privately constructed and are used as river crossings or as diversion
points for private irrigation. Other dams (Tacoma Park and Spink County) serve
primarily as recreation points on the river.

The Geological Survey has collected flow and water-quality data at several
locations within the basin in South Dakota. Data collected at the main-stem gages are
summarized in table 1 (the station at LaMoure, N. Dak., also is included in this table).
Similar data for the tributaries are summarized in table 2 and locations where water-
quality data have been collected are summarized in table 3. The location of the
Geological Survey gaging stations (both active and discontinued) within the basin in
South Dakota are shown in figure 2. Four stations, installed in 1981 for a l-year
sediment study in the lower James area, are not included in table 2 or in figure 2. Plots
of historic streamflow for the main-stem gaging stations are included in the Supple-
mental Information section (figs. 30-37) at the back of the report.
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within the James River basin in South Dakota.




ANALYSIS OF CHANNEL CAPACITY
Procedure

An attempt was made to define bankfull capacities by making discharge measure-
ments when the James River was at or near bankfull capacity. Discharge measure-
ments were made at 23 sites on the river in South Dakota (fig. 3).

The initial measurements were made April 26-28, 1982, when the river was at or
near bankfull capacity in the reach between the Brown-Spink County line and Huron.
The river did not reach bankfull capacity downstream from Huron and the discharge
measurements in that reach were made May 3-6, 1982. The final measurements were
made June 16-18, 1982, when the river in the reach within Brown County had receeded
to near bankfull capacity.

Discussion

The discharge measurements, summarized in table 4, accurately reflect the
channel characteristics of the James River in South Dakota. Within Brown County
(sites 1-6), discharges of between 156 and 386 ft /s caused bankfull conditions at most
locations. Between the Brown-Spink County line and the vicinity of Ashton (sites 7-10),
discharges of between 799 and 1,060 ft3/s caused bankfull conditions. South of the
vicinity of Redfield (sites 11-23), bankfull conditions were not reached.

The restricted channel conditions present in Brown County are quite evident, as is
the noted increase in channel capacity when the river leaves the Lake Dakota Plain
near Redfield.

Estimated bankfull capacities for the James River at selected locations in South
Dakota are summarized in table 5. The Geological Survey estimates are based on the
discharge measurements contained in table 4. The other estimates have been reported
by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (1977, table 1) and the Missouri River Basin
Commission (1980a, p. 9, p. 13).

ANALYSIS OF FLOW DURATION

Procedure

Duration hydrograph plots were prepared for each of the main-stem gaging
stations, using Program K956 (Wilson, 1981) in conjunction with mean daily-discharge
data stored in the U.S. Geological Survey's WATSTORE daily-values file. Each plot
shows the daily discharge values for the 20-, 50-, and 80-percent exceedance values. A
20-percent exceedance value represents a mean daily discharge that can be expected to
be equaled or exceeded on an individual day an average of once in 5 years (sometimes
referred to as a 5-year flow). Likewise, the 80-percent value represents a mean daily
discharge which can be expected to be equaled or exceeded on an individual day an
average of once in 1.25 years (a 1.25-year flow). The 50-percent value (also the median
in this particular application) can be expected to be equaled or exceeded on an
individual day an average of once in 2 years (a 2-year flow). The minimum and
maximum recorded daily values also are plotted.
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Table 5.—Representative channel capacities for the James River in South
Dakota as determined by the U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation, and the Missouri River Basin Commission

Representative channel capacity (cubic feet per second)

U.S. Geological U.S. Bureau Missouri River
Location ' Survey of Reclamation Basin Commission
Columbia Road Dam
Columbia gaging station 150-200 200 o
- 700 700
Tacoma Park 350-500 425
U.S. Highway 12 - -
Moccasin Creek 200-300 200-390 oo
Stratford gaging station 300-400 290 o
gaging 1,000-1,100 1,000 500
Mud Creek
- 1,000-1,100 1,000 -
State Highway 20
A A . - 1,000 1,000
shton gaging station
, - 1,700 1,700
Snake Creek
- 3,000 3,000
Turtle Creek _ 5.000 -
Redfield gaging station _ ’ 1/
James Diversion Dam _ - 3,800
Huron gaging station - - 2,700
Beadle/Sanborn County line _ - 3’000
Forestburg gaging station _ — 3’400
State Highway 37 __ - 1,000
Mitchell _ ~ 2,000
State Highway 42 B _ 2,600
State Highway 44 - _ 3,400
Olivet _ _ 2,800
Scotland gaging station _ - 2,600
U.S. Highway 81 _ _ 2,400
. . . H
Mission Hill - - 10,000

Mouth

1/ Backwater from James Diversion Dam.
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Discussion

Following is a discussion of the duration hydrographs for each of the main-stem
gages in South Dakota. Limitations in the computer program required that the analyses
be made for 9, 19, 29, 39, or 49 years and, therefore, it was not possible to use the
entire period of record for the analyses. The period of record on which each duration
hydrograph is based is specified.

James River at Columbpia

The duration hydrograph for the James River at Columbia (station 06471000) is
shown in figure 4. The hydrograph is based on the 29 years of record from water year
1953 through water year 1981.

The hydro§raph indicates that, during the 29 years, flows at Columbia never
exceeded 200 ft ®/s during December 19-March 21. Twenty percent of the time, flows
can be expected to exceed 200 ft3/s on any individual day during April 10-August |
(excluding June 4-10), or 124 days. The bankfull capacity of the river between
Columbia and Stratford is as little as 200 ft 3 /s at certain locations (table 5).

Fifty percent of the time, zero flow can be expected on any individual day during
December 23-March 11 and September 12-October 15. Zero flow occurred on each day
of the year sometime during the 29 years.

James River near Stratford

The duration hydrograph for the James River near Stratford (station 06472000) is
shown in figure 5. The hydrograph is based on the 19 years of record from water year
1953 through water year 1971.

The hydrograph is quite similar to the one for Columbia discussed previously.
Flows never exceeded 200 ft3/s during December 28-March 19. Flows exceeding
200 ft3/s can be expected in | of 5years on any individual day during March 24-
August 17. Daily flow with a 50-percent exceedance probability (equivalent to the
median flow) during the first 25 days of May ranges between 196 and 228 ft3/s.
Considering the restricted channel capacity in the reach between Columbia and
Stratford (200 ft3/s), this indicates that bankful conditions or minor flooding can be
expected every other year during May.

The hydrograph also indicates that, on an average of every other year, zero flow
can be expected on any individual day during October 6-November 15 and January 5-
March 7. As at Columbia, zero flow occurred on each day of the year sometime during
the analysis period.
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James River at Ashton

The duration hydrograph for the James River at Ashton (station 06473000) is
presented in figure 6. The hydrograph is based on the 29 years of record from water
year 1953 through water year 1981.

The channel capacity between Stratford and Ashton is estimated to be about
1,000 £t 3 /s (see table 5). The data in figure 6 indicate that flows exceeding 1,000 ft3/s
have occurred during April 1-June 12 and July 18-August 21. However, the 20-percent
exceedance flows at Ashton never exceed 1,000 ft3/s. The duration-hydrograph tables
(not included in this report) indicate that 10-percent exceedance flows (flows expected
an average of once in 10 years) exceed 1,000 ft3/s on any individual day during
April 14-May 16, or 33 days.

The 50-percent exceedance flows (median flows) are zero during most of October
and a part of November. As with the previous two stations, zero flow occurred on each
day of the year sometime during the analysis period.

James River near Redfield

The duration hydrograph for the James River near Redfield (station 06475000) is
presented in figure 7. The hydrograph is based on the 29 years of record from water
year 1953 through water year 1981.

The channel capacity between Ashton and Redfield is estimated to be about
1,700 ft3 /s (table 5). Flows exceeding this have occurred during March 17-May 26.
The 20-percent exceedance flows have not exceeded 1,700 ft3/s. However, the
10-percent exceedance flows (not plotted) exceed 1,700 ft3/s on any individual day
during April 4-April 24. Therefore, flows exceeding bankfull capacity can be expected
to occur on any given day during the 21 days in April an average of once every 10 years.

The median flow (50-percent exceedance) has always been greater than zero at
Redfield, although it is less than | ft 3 /s for 49 days during the year. Zero flow was not
recorded at Redfield during April 5-May 13, May 17-19, and May 23-24. However, the
flows were less than 3 ft 3 /s during these periods.

James River at Huron

The duration hydrograph for the James River at Huron (station 06476000) is shown
in figure 8. The hydrograph is based on the 29 years of record from water year 1953
through water year 198 1.

The channel cag)acity between the James Diversion Dam and Huron is estimated
to be about 3,800 ft~ /s (table 5). The data in figure 8 indicate that mean daily flows
exceeding this value have occurred at Huron during March 27-May 12. The 10-percent
exceedance flows (not plotted) equal or exceed 3,800 ft3 /s on individual days during
March 31-April 7. :

The 50-percent exceedance flow is 1 ft3/s or less for 52 days, occurring during
September through December. Unlike Redfield, zero flow was recorded on each day of
the year sometime during the analysis period. This probably can be attributed to
regulation by the James Diversion Dam, withdrawals for irrigation, and municipal
withdrawals by the city of Huron.
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James River near Forestburg

The duration hydrograph for the James River near Forestburg (station 06477000)
is shown in figure 9. The hydrograph is based on the 29 years of record from water year
1953 through water year 1981.

The channel capacity between Huron and Forestburg is estimated to range
between 2,700 and 3,000 ft3/s (table 5). Flows exceeding 3,000 ft3/s have been
recorded on individual days during March 15-18, March 27-June 3, and June 10-16. The
10-percent exceedance flow (not plotted) exceeds 3,000 ft 3 /s on individual days during
March 31-April 14. The 50-percent exceedance flow (median) ranges between 6 ft3/s
(October 6) and 350 ft 3 /s (May 15). Zero flow never was recorded during March 11-
June 30 (minimum flows during June were 1 ft3/s or less and are not plotted due to
scale selection), although the highest minimum flow during this period was only 9 ft 3/s.

James River near Scotland

The duration hydrograph for the James River near Scotland (station 06478500) is
presented in figure 10. The hydrograph is based on the 49 years of record from water
year 1933 through water year 1981.

The channel capacity between Forestburg and Scotland is estimated to range
between 1,000 and 3,400 ft3/s (table 5). Flows exceeding 3,400 ft3/s have been
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