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Water-level meaaurements were made in 34
wells in the vicinity of Carpinteria, Calif., by
the Carpinteria County Water District, for use
in a cooperative study with the U.S. Geological
Survey. The Geological Survey's part of the
study was the construction of a water-level
contour map based on measurements made
during March 1982. March was selected because
it generally represents the time of highest water
level in the aquifer system.

Precipitation that falls in the mountains is the
source of water that recharges the aquifer
system. Recharge occurs by infiltration of
water in streambeds of streams draining the
mountains and, to a limited extent, by
underflow.

Hydrographs of wells for 1977 through 1982
show that water levels are generally high in the
winter and spring due to recharge from
precipitation and low in summer and autumn due
to withdrawal of water from wells for public
supply, industrial, and agricultural uses. In
general, the hydrographs show that for the
6-year period (1977-82) water leveis were either
stationary or rising.

In the area north of the Rincon thrust fault,
a sufficient number of water-level measurements
was made to construct water-level contours.
In the area south of the Rincon thrust fault,
the number of measurements was insufficient,
and water-level contours were not drawn.
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CONVERSION FACTORS

For those who prefer metric (Sl) units rather
than inch-pound units, the conversion factors
for terms used in this report are:

Multiply By To obtain
feet 0.3048 meters
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ALTITUDE DATUM PR

National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 (NGVD
of 1929): A geodetic datum derived from a

general adjustment of the first order level nets of Sl

both the United States and Canada, formerly
called mean sea level.

EXPLANATION
OE ' WELL AND STATE WELL NUMBER
.M1 FLOWING WELL AND STATE WELL NUMBER

] (=== WATER-LEVEL CONTOUR-Shows altitude of water surface,
in feet. Dashed where approximately located. Contour
interval variable. National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929

FAULT—Dashed where approximately located; queried where
questionable
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MAP OF THE CARPINTERIA AREA AND VICINITY, SANTA BARBARA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

For additional information write to:

District Chief

U.S. Geological Survey
Federal Building, Room W-2235
2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, CA 95825

SHOWING WATER—-LEVEL CONTOURS FOR MARCH 1982

By
Dorothy Maltby

1984

Black and white copies of this
map may be purchased from:

Open-File Services Section
Western Distribution Branch
U.S. Geological Survey

Box 25425, Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225
(Telephone: (303) 234-5888)



