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CONVERSION FACTORS

For readers who prefer to use metric units, conversion factors for terms
used in this report are listed below:

Multiply inch-pound unit By To obtain SI unit

inch 25.40 millimeter

foot 0.3048 meter

mile 1.609 kilometer

yard 0.9141 meter

acre 0.4047 hectare

square foot 0.09294 square meter

square mile 2.590 square kilometer

cubic foot 0.02832 cubic meter

cubic yard 0.7645 cubic meter

cubic foot per second 0.02832 cubic meter per second
gallon 3.785 liter

gallon per minute 0.06308 liter per second
gallon per minute per foot 0.2070 liter per second per meter
million gallon per day 0.003785 cubic meter per day
ton 0.9072 megagram

curie 3.7x10lO becquerel

tritium unit 0.12 becquerel per liter
foot squared per day 0.09290 meter squared per day
foot per day 0.3048 meter per day

Temperature in degrees Fahrenheit (°F) can be converted to degrees Celsius (°C)
as follows:

°F = 1.8 °C + 32

vi



COMPILATION AND PRELIMINARY INTERPRETATION OF HYDROLOGIC DATA FOR
THE WELDON SPRING RADIOACTIVE WASTE-DISPOSAL SITES, ST.

CHARLES COUNTY, MISSOURI--A PROGRESS REPORT
By
Michael J. Kleeschulte and Leo F. Emmett

ABSTRACT

The Weldon Spring Chemical Plant is located just north of the drainage
divide separating the Mississippi River and the Missouri River in St. Charles
County, Missouri. From 1957 to 1966 the plant converted uranium-ore
concentrates and recycled scrap to pure uranium trioxide, uranium
tetrafluoride, and uranium metal. Residues from these operations were pumped
to four large pits that had been excavated near the plant.

The overburden in which the pits were excavated primarily consists of
clay, ranges in thickness from 10 to 50 feet, and overlies a permeable limestone.
Small springs and losing streams are present in the area. Water overlying the
residue in the pits has a large concentration of dissolved solids and a
different chemical composition compared to the native ground water and surface
water. This difference is indicated by the concentrations of calcium, sodium,
sulfate, nitrate, fluoride, uranium, radium, lithium, molybdenum, strontium, and
vanadium, cll of which are greater than natural or background concentrations.

Water from Burgermeister Spring, located about 1.5 miles north of the
chemical-plant area, contains uranium and nitrate concentrations greater than
background concentrations. Ground water in the shallow bedrock aquifer moves
northward from the vicinity of the chemical plant toward Dardenne Creek.

An abandoned limestone quarry several miles southwest of the chemical
plant also has been used for the disposal of radioactive waste and rubble. The
quarry is in a bluff adjacent to the Missouri River flood plain and contains
water with a large concentration of uranium. Ground-water flow from the
quarry area is southward through the alluvium, away from the quarry and
toward the Missouri River. The St. Charles County well field is located in the
Missouri River flood plain near the quarry and the large-yield wells are open to
the Missouri River alluvial aquifer. Water from a well 4,000 feet southeast of
the quarry was analyzed; there was no indication of contamination from the
quarry. Analysis of water from a slough, locally referred to as Femme Osage
slough, which is between the quarry and the well field, indicated uranium
concentrations greater than background. Additional water-quality and
water-level data are needed to determine if water from the quarry moves toward
the well field.

Observation wells need to be installed in the area between the chemical
plant, pits, and Dardenne Creek. The wells would be used to provide access
for measurements of depth to ground water and for the collection of water
samples from the shallow bedrock aquifer. Water-level data would be used to
refine the map showing direction of ground-water movement. Chemical and
radiological analyses of the water samples would assist in defining the plume of
contaminated water.
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INTRODUCTION

The Uranium Division of the Mallinckrodt Chemical Works operated the Weldon
Spring Chemical Plant for the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission (later reorganized
to form the U.S. Energy Research and Development Administration and the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission) from 1957 to 1966. The Weldon Spring Chemical Plant
converted uranium ore concentrates and recycled scrap to pure uranium trioxide,
uranium tetrafluoride, and uranium metal. Some thorium residues also were
processed. Waste from the plant operation is referred to as raffinate and
includes the waste from the extraction step and the solids that result from the
neutralization of the waste (Weidner and Boback, 1982). These wastes were
pumped as a slurry to four large pits (hereafter called raffinate pits) that
were constructed near the plant. An abandoned limestone quarry about 3 miles
southwest of the plant also has been used for the burial of contaminated solids
and radioactive residues from various processing sites. Disposal of these
radioactive wastes in an area underlain by carbonate rocks has created the
potential for contamination of the ground water. There also is the potential
for contamination of surface water by seepage from the pits to discharging
springs and streams, and from surface runoff transporting contaminated soil.

Purpose and Scope

A 3-year study was begun during October 1983, to determine the extent and
magnitude of ground- and surface-water contamination that has been caused by
operation of the chemical plant and by disposal of waste in the pits and in the
quarry. The results of the first year of the study are presented in this
report, which summarizes extensive data already collected by a number of
investigators, and outlines needed additional data collection and analysis.

Interpretations in this report, which are based on previous data that were
compiled and evaluated during the first year of the study, are considered to be
preliminary and may be subject to change as additional detailed field data are
collected and evaluated during the next 2 years. The final 2 years of the study
will include an analysis and description of the ground-water flow system and of
the hydrogeologic and water-quality characteristics of the aquifers underlying
the area. The surface- and ground-water relationships and the chemical quality
of the surface water also will be determined.

Description of Study Area

The study area consists of about 280 square miles in St. Charles County in
eastern Missouri (fig. 1). The study-area boundaries are Big Creek, Cuivre
River, and the Mississippi River to the north and the Missouri River to the
south. The western boundary is the St. Charles-Warren County line. The eastern
boundary is the eastern edge of Range 4 east.

The study area is located in two physiographic areas (fig. 1). The
southern one-third of the area lies on the northeastern flank of the Salem
Plateau and is characterized by rugged topography; narrow, irregular drainage
divides; and is drained by many short, steep gradient streams, the largest
being the Femme Osage Creek. Surface drainage is toward the Missouri River.
The rest of the area is in the Dissected Till Plains, which is characterized
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Figure 1.--Location of study area and drainage network.




by moderately to slightly wundulating topography. Surface drainage in the
northern part of the county is toward the northeast into the Mississippi River.
The two major tributaries draining the northern two-thirds of the area are
Dardenne and Peruque Creeks. This part of Missouri was glaciated twice during
Pleistocene time, but the till deposits typically are thin and dissected.

The midcontinent location of the study area exposes it to cold air from the
north, dry air from the west, and warm, moist air from the Gulf of Mexico.
Consequently, there are frequent changes in the weather both diurnally and
seasonally. In the study area the average annual precipitation is 38 inches.
Temperatures range from an average daily minimum of 21 °F in January to an
average daily maximum in July of more than 90 °F (Rafferty and others, 1970).

Population in the study area is increasing due to its proximity to St.
Louis. The largest towns (and their populations) within the study area are St.
Charles (37,379), a part of which lies just inside the eastern boundary; St.
Peters (15,700); O'Fallon (8,654); and Wentzville (3,193).

The Weldon Spring Chemical Plant and the four raffinate pits (fig. 2) are
located just north of the drainage divide separating the Missouri River basin to
the south from the Mississippi River basin to the north. Drainage at the plant
and pits is toward the north by intermittent tributaries. These tributaries
flow into the August A. Busch Wildlife Area lakes 35 or 36 or both, then into
Schote Creek, then Dardenne Creek, and eventually into the Mississippi River
(fig. 1). The drainage divide also corresponds to the transition area where the
terrane changes from that of the Salem Plateau to that of the Dissected Till
Plains.

The 9-acre Weldon Spring quarry site is located along the limestone bluffs
that are adjacent to the Missouri River flood plain about 3 miles southwest of
the chemical plant. The site boundary to the north is State Highway 94 and to
the south it is the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad line (fig. 2). The lowest
part of the quarry covers about 0.5 acre and is about 100 to 120 feet lower in
altitude than the high wall. The main floor is 70 to 90 feet below the high-wall
rim and covers about 2 acres.

The downstream reaches of Femme Osage and Little Femme Osage Creeks were
cut off from their natural channels by the levee constructed by the University
of Missouri between 1959 and 1961. The new channel diverted the flow in both
creeks outside the levee system to prevent annual flooding of the farmland and
the Ordnance Works well field located inside the levee system. The downstream
reaches of these creeks now form an isolated body of water locally known as the
Femme Osage slough (fig. 2). This slough lies between the Weldon Spring quarry
site and the well field. A part of this slough locally is known as Little Femme
Osage slough. The well field is now under the jurisdiction of St. Charles
County and is used as a public water supply.

History of the Site

"In April 1941, the Department of the Army acquired 17,232 acres
surrounding what is now the WSCP ([Weldon Spring Chemical Plant] as the site for
an explosives production facility known as the Weldon Spring Ordnance Works."
(Ryckman, Edgerley, Tomlinson, and Assoc., 1978, p. 5). The national emergency
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during the summer and fall of 1941 made it necessary to begin the manufacture of
trinitrotoluene (TNT) and dinitrotoluene (DNT) before adequate arrangements
could be made for the disposal of the processes' waste liquids. As a result,
frequent spillovers of production-line disposal pipes and overflows of the
catchment tanks occurred during the plants' production years from November 1941
through January 1944. Red wastewaters containing sulfonate derivatives
contaminated both surface- and ground-water supplies in the area causing several
springs near the Ordnance Works, Dardenne Creek, Schote Creek, and several of
their tributaries to flow visibly red at times (Fischel and Williams, U.S.
Geological Survey, written commun., 1944). The U.S. Army also used the
abandoned Weldon Spring quarry site for disposal of residues from the
manufacture of TNT.

At the end of World War II, the Weldon Spring Ordnance Works closed and the
processing structures were abandoned. The Ordnance Works was declared surplus
to U.S. Army needs during April 1946, and by the end of 1949, 15,169 acres had
either been transferred to the Missouri Department of Conservation (the August
A, Busch Wildlife Area) and the St. Charles County Consolidated School District,
deeded to the University of Missouri, or sold to Weldon Spring Heights
subdivision. About 2,000 acres remained under the Jjurisdiction of the
U.S. Army (fig. 2).

In 1955, the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission authorized the Weldon Spring
Feed Material Plant. The following year the U.S. Army transferred about 205
acres to the Commission for the construction of a uranium feed-materials plant
at the site of the o0ld Weldon Spring Ordnance Works [Ann Hood, St. Charles
Countians Against Hazardous Waste (SCCAHW) written commun., 1984]. The TNT
processing equipment and structures were demolished and removed prior to
construction. Materials from this cleanup period were dumped into the deepest
part of the quarry as well as over the high wall in the northeast corner.
Construction on the plant was completed and Mallinckrodt Chemical Works, Uranium
Division, began operating the plant for the Commission during 1957. The Weldon
Spring plant converted previously extracted impure uranium concentrates to pure
uranium salts and metal. During 1958 to 1964 the plant processed three times
the quantity of materials it was designed to handle. This overtaxed the
equipment and the general on-site housekeeping; the result was radiological
contamination of the five major process buildings, most of the support
buildings, and the land behind the plant with uranium and its decay products
(Ryckman, Edgerley, Tomlinson, and Assoc., 1978). Raffinate pits were excavated
for disposal of waste from processing uranium and thorium concentrates. Pits 1
and 2, each 1.2 acres in area, were constructed during 1958, but were soon full,
requiring the construction of a third pit (8.4 acres) during 1959, and a fourth
pit (15.0 acres) during 1964 (National Lead Company of Ohio, Inc., 1977).

In 1958, the Atomic Energy Commission also acquired the abandoned quarry,
which the U.S. Army had used for disposal of TNT-contaminated materials, for a
low-level radioactive waste-~disposal site. Radioactive wastes of unknown origin
began arriving at the quarry during 1959, when thorium residues contained in
drums were deposited. Mallinckrodt Chemical Works was dismantling its Destrehan
Street uranium processing plant in St. Louis and needed a waste-disposal site
for the debris (Berkeley Geosciences Assoc., 1984). Wastes from this plant
began arriving at the quarry by truck during 1960 and the transfer of rubble was
completed during 1963 (Ann Hood, written commun., 1984).
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During 1963 to 1965, permission was given by the Atomic Energy Commission
for the disposal of several thousand barrels of low-level radiocactive waste
containing uranium and thorium from the U.S. Army Granite City Arsenal in
Granite City, Illinois. After disposal began, a local company purchased the
entire quantity of waste for rare-earths recovery and further dumping was
suspended. The purchaser then removed as much of the dumped material as was
practical from the quarry.

During 1965 and 1966, thorium residues were brought to the quarry by
railroad from the U.S. defense contractor's plants in the Cincinnati, Ohio,
area. The material is thought to have consisted of several hundred drums
(Lenhard and others, 1967) constituting about 15,000 cubic feet (Ann Hood,
written commun., 1984). During 1966, the U.S. Army disposed of stone and earth
contaminated by TNT; this addition physically covers the thorium residues from
the Cincinnati area.

Thorium oxide was processed at the plant during 1965 and 1966 and the
wastes were deposited in raffinate pit 4 (Ryckman, Edgerley, Tomlinson, and
Assoc., 1978). The Atomic Energy Commission decided to close the Weldon Spring
plant at the end of 1966 because the plant was obsolete. Shut-down procedures
included emptying hoppers and process lines and cleaning out dust collectors and
other points of material accumulation, and removal of as much of the pure
uranium compounds as possible from the production equipment. Drums and trash
were dumped in pit 4 during close-out operations (Pennak and others, 1975).

In 1967, the Atomic Energy Commission transferred about 169 acres of the
plant back to the U.S. Army after the U.S. Army decided to use parts of the
feed-materials plant for the production of the herbicide known as "Agent
Orange." The Commission kept control of 2 buildings, one of which had been used
for storage of ore concentrates, and a 5l-acre tract that included the 4
raffinate pits.

Decontamination and equipment removal started during March 1968 in the two
buildings selected for herbicide production. The radioactive-contaminated
equipment and rubble were deposited in the quarry (Pennak, 1975). Construction
of the herbicide-production facility started during December 1968, but the
project was canceled during early 1969. Clean-up and shut-down work at the
plant continued until June 1969, when the U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers obtained
custody of the 1l69-acre tract containing the plant.

The last-known disposal of radiocactive wastes into the quarry occurred
during 1969 when 10,000 tons of radioactively contaminated barium sulfate cake
from the Destrehan Street uranium processing plant were spread over the quarry
floor. Several piles of debris located in the northeast corner of the quarry
have a larger radioactive content than most of the waste in the quarry. These
piles are thought to have been brought in at this time (Berkeley Geosciences
AssoC., 1984). A summary of waste disposal in the quarry is given in table 1.

In 1972, St. Charles County purchased the well field previously used to
supply the Ordnance Works with water. When the Ordnance Works was in operation,
the well field consisted of 13 large-capacity wells in a 344-acre tract. It is
reported that the wells supplied water from the Missouri River alluvium at a
rate of more than 44 million gallons per day (Searcy and others, 1952). 1In
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Table 1.--Waste inventory at quarry

[(E), estimated]

Date

Type emplaced Quantity Comments
TNT- Prior to No data Residues and rubble dumped in
contaminated 1958 deepest part of quarry and
residues from over high rim at northeast
Weldon Spring corner.
Ordnance
Works 1234.5
Residues 1959 185 Drums containing residues

containing

waste from the
thorium-232

decay series %345

Rubble from
demolition of
Destrehan Street
uranium-processing
p1ant6

1960-63

Waste from 1963-65
Granite City
Arsenal-U.S.

Army, thorium

and uranium

Residues from 1966
Cincinnati,

Ohio, contain-

ing waste from

the thorium-232

decay series V3.6

Residue from 1966
the Weldon

Spring Chemical

Plant containing
waste from the
thorium-232

decay series 24

cubic yards

55,000
cubic yards

(E)

No data

550 cubic
yards

No data

assayed at 3.8-percent
thorium, probably placed below
present gquarry water Tevel.
Radium-228 content estimated
at 0.25 curie.

Building rubble, processing
equipment and soil contamin-
ated with uranium and radium-
226. Radium-226 content
estimated at 1 curie; debris
dumped in deepest part of
guarry.

Several thousand barrels of
waste were purchased for
recovery. As much of the
emplaced waste was removed
as was possible.

Drums containing residues
assayed at 3-percent thorium.
Radium-228 content estimated
at 1 curie.

Drums and uncontained residues
of thorium from shutdown and
cleanout of process equip-
ment at chemical plant.



Table 1.--Waste inventory at quarry--Continued

Date
Type emplaced Quantity Comments
TNT 1966 No data Contaminated stone and earth

residues from
Uﬁ.Amel45

Uranium and 1967-68
thorium
contaminated
debris from
Weldon Sprin
Chemica]pPlagttz’*s
Residues from 1969
Destrehan Street
uranium processing
plant consisting

of barium sulfate

cake containing

waste from uranium-

238 decay series'

6,000 cubic
yards

10,000 tons

covers thorium residues from
Cincinnati.

Contaminated process-equipment
and building rubble.

Less active residues spread on
quarry floor; active residues
piled in northeast corner

of quarry.

1
2
3

:Pennak (1975).

Berkeley Geosciences Assoc.(1984).
Bechtel National, Inc. (1983b).
4Lenhard and others (1967).

Weidner and Boback (1982).

St. Charles Countians Against Hazardous Waste (written commun., 1983).



1975, the U.S. Army assessed the environmental conditions at the Weldon Spring
Chemical Plant. This preliminary assessment indicated that the plant could not
be released for unrestricted use without decontamination of land and buildings.
However, insufficient data were available to make a decision about what was
needed to return the area to wunrestricted-use status (Ryckman, Edgerley,
Tomlinson, and Assoc., 1978, p. 8-9).

A similar conclusion was reached in a report to the U.S. Energy Research
and Development Administration, now the U.S. Department of Energy, concerning
the land under their control and a recommendation was made that additional data
be collected (National Lead Company of Ohio, Inc., 1977, p. 49). Thus began the
environmental monitoring programs and reports by private consultants concerning
radioactive contamination at the chemical plant and quarry.

Previous Investigations

In October 1943, the chief of engineers of the War Department requested the
U.S. Geological Survey to investigate the extent of contamination by an
alkaline, intensely red water resulting from sulfite purification caused by the
U.S. Army's TNT production at the Weldon Spring Ordnance Works. V. C. Fishel and
C. C. Williams (U.S. Geological Survey, written commun., 1944) visited 63 wells
and springs and were able to draw a water~table map from measurements of
water-level, spring-orifice altitudes, and streambed altitudes. Their
water-table map indicated ground water north of the drainage divide between the
Mississippi River and the Missouri River moved northward toward Dardenne Creek.
A systematic sampling program indicated contamination that seemed to be limited
to streams, springs, and wells south of Dardenne Creek and northwest of Schote

Creek (fig. 1). Streams entering Dardenne Creek from the north contained
uncontaminated water, as did the flowing tributaries downstream from Schote
Creek that entered Dardenne Creek from the south. Dardenne Creek, which

appeared to be a ground-water drain for the area, contained red water from a
point about 2,000 feet downstream of its Jjunction with Kraut Run Creek to its
junction with the Mississippi River.

The U.S. Geological Survey (Roberts, 1951) made a preliminary investigation
of ground-water occurrence in the Weldon Spring area as a prerequisite to the
location and design of special structures for the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission.
Roberts (1951) confirmed the earlier work by V. C. Fishel and C. C. Williams
(written commun., 1944) concerning the northward direction of groundwater
movement north of the Mississippi~Missouri drainage divide and ground-water
discharge to Dardenne Creek. Roberts (1951) also collected additional
water-level data that indicated that ground water south of the divide at
altitudes less than 580 feet above sea level moves toward the Missouri River.

A number of reports relating to radiocactive wastes at the Weldon Spring
sites have been prepared by consultants under contract to the Department of the
Army or the Department of Energy and its predecessor agencies (AEC and ERDA).
Because most of these reports were prepared for the Department of Energy, they
primarily are concerned with the raffinate pits and the abandoned quarry site.
The following are the more significant or detailed reports concerning the Weldon
Spring sites.
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In 1960, the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission requested the U.S. Geological
Survey to evaluate the hydrology of the quarry site at Weldon Spring for the
possibility of wusing the quarry as a disposal site for wuranium- and
thorium-contaminated building debris, residues, and raffinates. R. M.
Richardson, (U.S. Geological Survey, written commun., 1960) pumped the quarry
sump, made water-level measurements in surrounding wells, and pressure tested
the formations. His preliminary conclusions were that ground water moved from
north to south through the quarry area and that the quarry is hydraulically
connected to the Missouri River alluvium. Richardson periodically lowered the
water level in the quarry sump, causing reversals of ground-water gradients so
that ground water began flowing into the quarry instead of through it.
R. M. Richardson {(written commun., 1960) concluded that leaving the water level
in the quarry sump at equilibrium would cause flow through the quarry toward the
Missouri River alluvium, and possibly would contaminate the water being pumped
from the St. Charles County well field.

The National Lead Company of Ohio, Inc. (1977), investigated the potential
hazards created by the four raffinate pits and the quarry in a decommissioning
study. They installed several monitoring wells for water-quality sampling.
Their conclusions regarding the raffinate pits were: the risks of contaminating
aquifers used for drinking water is minimal, and seepage or leakage either under
or through the embankments is virtually nonexistent and not related to low-level
radioactivity found in local surface drainage. Their conclusions regarding the
quarry site were: the risk of contaminating aquifers used for drinking water is
negligible; uranium and thorium concentrations in the quarry sump water are
greater than background levels, but less than U.S. Department of Energy's
maximum concentration guides for waters in uncontrolled areas; the quarry sump
is hydraulically connected to adjacent surface waters, especially the Femme
Osage slough, which has uranium concentrations that exceed background
concentrations, but were within Federal water—-quality standards.

Huey (1978) collected data for use in determining what future action was
needed to protect the environment from contaminated solids buried at the Weldon
Spring quarry site. Huey (1978, p.2) concluded from the data that "***there is
no doubt that soluble contaminants have and will continue to escape from the
quarry via ground water through fissures, voids, etc.***"_, However, he did
point out that "Semiannual water samples have been taken since June 27, 1974, at
various locations around the quarry. The concentration of contaminants has
always been well within specified [U.S. Department of Enérgy's standard for
controlled and uncontrolled areas] limits."

Ryckman, Edgerley, Tomlinson, and Assoc. (1978), under contract to the U.S.
Army, assessed the possible alternatives available for optimizing the Weldon
Spring Chemical Plant's usefulness and its compatibility with surrounding land
uses. During their study, extensive sampling was done on and off site to define
the extent of radioactive contamination. They also made an extensive inventory
of radioactive contaminants on the property.

During 1979-81, Berkeley Geosciences Assoc., at the request of the
Department of Energy, investigated contamination problems associated with the
quarry site. Berkeley Geosciences Assoc. (1984) estimated, based on a waste
inventory for the quarry site, that radiocactive waste covered an area of 30,000
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square feet on the quarry floor to a depth of 40 feet. They suggested the bulk
of radionuclides migrating from the quarry would move into the alluvium because
of fractures in the limestone and the substantial permeability of the alluvium.
Uranium concentrations greater than background were found in soil from the area
between the Femme Osage slough and the quarry and in soil and water samples from
the quarry and the slough. However, ground-water samples collected from the
area between the slough and Missouri River indicated approximately background
uranium concentrations. Uranium concentrations in nearby streams, including the
Femme Osage Creek and the Missouri River, were at background concentrations.
Berkeley Geosciences Assoc. (1984), also made a ground-water simulation model
for the quarry site, in which different proposed engineering operations for the
site were considered.

Prior to October 1981, the National Lead Company of Ohio, Inc., was under
contract to the U.S. Department of Energy to provide environmental control
sampling and caretaking activities at the Weldon Spring sites. Air and water
samples were collected for information pertaining to radionuclide transfer to
the off-site environment. Weidner and Boback (1982) summarized the results
that indicated uranium and radium concentrations in off-site surface and ground
water, and radon-222 concentrations in air at off-site locations were within the
Department's guide values for uncontrolled areas.

Bechtel National, Inc., began environmental monitoring at the Weldon Spring
site during October 1981. Since that time they have published several annual
environmental-monitoring reports pertaining to the site. The monitoring report
for 1981 and 1982 (Bechtel National, Inc., 1983a and 1983b) stated that the
annual average radon released from the Weldon Spring site boundaries have not
exceeded established gquidelines. The maximum uranium concentration in surface
water was 115 percent of the Department of Energy's guide limit during 1981 in
the raffinate-pit area; at the quarry site, all concentrations in surface-water
samples were less than 5 percent of the applicable Department of Energy's guide
limit. During 1982, concentrations of uranium migrating from the quarry area
and nitrates migrating from the raffinate-pit area exceeded the Department's
guide limits.

Well-Numbering System

In this report, the locations of wells and test holes are numbered in the
manner shown in figure 3. According to this system the first three sets of
numbers of the well number designate the township, range, and section, in that
order. The letters that follow indicate the quarter section, the
quarter-quarter section, and the quarter-quarter-quarter section. The quarter
sections are lettered a, b, ¢, and 4 in counterclockwise order starting in the
northeast quadrant. When two or more wells or test holes are located within the
same division, they are numbered serially in the order in which they were
inventoried.
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GEOLOGIC BACKGROUND

Stratigraphy

Geologic formations ranging in age from Holocene (alluvium) to Early
Ordovician (Cotter Dolomite) crop out in the area. Formations older than the
Cotter Dolomite are only in the subsurface. A generalized description of
geologic formations that may be in the area is shown in table 2.

The unconsolidated formations are alluvial deposits, loess, and glacial
deposits, and are composed of varying proportions of clay, silt, sand, and
gravel. The consolidated formations primarily are dolomite and limestone with
minor quantities of shale and sandstone.

The information in table 2 represents composite lithologic descriptions of
the formations found in the study area, but some of the stratigraphic units
listed in the table are not present throughout the area. The stratigraphy and
structural relationships of the geologic formations down to the St. Peter
Sandstone are shown in figure 4. Formations younger than the Kimmswick
Limestone are not present in the southwestern part of the study area. The Fern
Glen Limestone and Maquoketa Shale pinch out in the central and northeastern
part of the section shown in figure 4.

Structure

The consolidated rocks in St. Charles County have a regional dip of about
1° northeast as a result of being on the northeast flank of the Ozark uplift,
but a small northwesterly trending geologic structure known as the Eureka-House
Springs anticline (fig. 4) extends into St. Charles County north of New Melle on
Dardenne Creek. "While not one of the larger structures of the state, the
persistence of this and other northwest-southeast structures has been determined
by the predominant grain of structure within the state." (McCracken, 1971, p.
29).

In St. Charles County, Jjointing in rocks is common. The Keokuk and
Burlington Limestones, the Chouteau Limestone, and the Kimmswick Limestone have
two sets of distinct joints: one set varies from N. 30° E. to N. 72° E., the
other varies from N. 30° W. to N. 65° W. (Roberts, 1951.) These Jjoints
generally are vertical. A map of the limestone bluffs at the Weldon Spring
quarry site prepared by Berkeley Geosciences Assoc. (1984) also shows a dominant
set of joints oriented about N. 70° W. and two minor sets oriented about N.60°
E. and northerly. Joint openings at the quarry site vary from less than 1 inch
to several feet with the larger zones coinciding with gullies and ravines on top
of the bluffs. Many of these joints have clay fillings at their base, which may
be from either residual material from the dissolution of limestone or from soils
that had been washed down. These observations probably are typical of jointed
areas throughout the county.
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Several tributaries of Dardenne Creek trend from N. 10° E. to N. 45° E. and
appear to have developed channels along former fracture lines or solution
channels (V. C. Fishel and C. C. Williams, written commun., 1944). Surface
drainage in this case may approximately reflect the structure of the rock.

Joints in the limestone provide channels for the downward movement of
water. Movement of water through joints and bedding planes dissolves limestone
thereby enlarging the openings and improving the capability of the rock to
transmit water. Evidence of limestone solution is shown by the presence of
caves at different levels in the limestone and by the presence of small springs.

HYDROLOGY

Surface Water

The capacity of streams to maintain flow and to transport sediments is
important in determining potential transport routes of radionuclides. St.
Charles County is bounded by the Missouri and Mississippi rivers, which provide
an abundant supply of surface water. However, these streams are not as
significant in this study as the smaller tributaries that drain the area.

Flow-duration curves are good indicators of variability of streamflow and
hydrologic characteristics of drainage basins. The small tributary streams in
most of St. Charles County and surrounding areas characteristically have
flow-duration curves that represent highly variable streams that derive much of
their flow from direct runoff (Miller and others, 1974).

Hydrologic patterns in the area are related to  physiography.
Drainage-basin characteristics vary between the Salem Plateau and the Dissected
Till Plains. Differences associated with the regions include main-channel
slope, forest cover, and the soil-infiltration index (Miller and others, 1974).
Generally, low-flow potential of most streams in the Dissected Till Plains is
minimal because of the minimal permeability of the clay and shale. Streams with
drainage areas of 100 square miles or less usually are dry at some time during
each year. Streams in the Salem Plateau area can have sustained low flows due
to inflow of water from the carbonate rocks (gaining stream). However, it is not
uncommon for streams in the Salem Plateau to lose water to the streambed (losing
stream) through solution cavities.

The three streams of primary importance due to their proximity to the
radiocactive waste-disposal sites are: Femme Osage and Little Femme Osage Creeks
that drain the southern part of the study area in the Salem Plateau
and Dardenne Creek that is north of the radiocactive waste-disposal sites in the
Dissected Till Plains. Low-flow frequency data for two of these streams were
computed from a series of low-flow discharge measurements and are presented in
table 3.

Generally, the 7-day, 2-year low flow for small, unregulated streams ranges
from 0 to 0.005 cubic foot per second per square mile; however, this range can
change where sewage-treatment plants are operating. "Theoretically,
urbanization will decrease the 1low flows of streams because of decreased
soil-moisture storage, improvement of drainage, and lowering of ground-water
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levels...In St. Charles County, however, low flows of many small (drainage areas
less than 50 square miles) tributary streams are greatly augmented, mostly by
domestic effluents, and the net result is an increase in dry-weather flow."
(Miller, 1977, p. 58). Dardenne Creek is a good example of increased low flow
due to urbanization. Femme Osage and Little Femme Osage Creeks are not located
in the rapidly developing part of St. Charles County, so the low-flow frequency
of these two streams probably has not changed significantly.

Table 3.--Low-flow frequency data at selected St. Charles County streams

[Modified from Miller and others, 1974; sites shown in figure 5]

Low-flow frequency
Annual low flow, in
cubic feet per second,

Period of for indicated recurrence
Map no. Station record used Period interval, in years
(fig. 5) name in analysis (days) 2 10
4 Dardenne Creek 1942-43 7 0.1 0
near Weldon 1945-46
Spring 1948, 1953
1961-63,
1967
10 Femme Osage Creek 1961-63, 7 0.2 0

near Weldon Spring 1967
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In 1967, seepage runs (a series of discharge measurements along a stream
reach made in a short time to identify where gains or losses in flow occur) were
made on several of the streams in St. Charles County, including Dardenne and
Femme Osage Creeks and some of their tributaries (table 4). The September 1967
seepage-run data show that Dardenne Creek gradually gains flow between the
County Highway 2 crossing, 2 miles north of New Melle; and the County Highway K
crossing, 2 miles north of Weldon Spring (fig. 5). However, between the County
Highway K site and where County Highway C crosses Dardenne Creek at St. Peters
the entire flow of 0.2 cubic foot per second was lost to the streambed and to
evapotranspiration. The data for Femme Osage Creek indicate discharge
continually increases downstream.

On December 11, 1984, seepage runs were made on the small tributaries that
drain into Schote Creek from the Weldon Spring Ordnance Works property and the
August A. Busch Wildlife Area, on an unnamed tributary of Dardenne Creek, and on
the unnamed Missouri River tributary that was used as the sewage-outfall
discharge point. During the seepage runs, visual estimates of discharge, and
measurements of specific conductance and water temperature were made at selected
sites on the streams and their tributaries; the results are shown in figure 6.
Discharge values were derived by taking the product of the visually estimated
mean width, depth, and velocity of the flowing cross section. These data were
collected when streamflow in the area was greater than the 7-day, 2-year low
flow, but not affected by storm runoff and at a time of small evapotranspiration
losses, making the data good indicators of gaining and losing reaches.
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Several observations were made on the tributaries in the headwaters of
Schote Creek. Both tributaries that form the west fork of Schote Creek within
the Ordnance Works boundaries (sites 7 and 8) had an estimated flow of 0.05
cubic foot per second. Downstream from where the two tributaries join, but
upstream of Ahden Knight Memorial Lake (site 9), the discharge had increased to
an estimated 0.2 cubic foot per second.

The headwaters of the middle fork of Schote Creek also begin on the
Ordnance Works property and include drainage from the raffinate-pits area and
the locally referred to Ash pond. Flow was observed in the two tributaries to
the west of the raffinate-pits area (sites 10 and 11); however, both of these
tributaries became dry immediately upstream from where they converge, and the
streambed of this fork remained dry to its mouth (sites 12, 14, and 15). The
small tributary that drains the area to the east of the raffinate-pits area
contains Ash pond. Flow downstream from Ash pond was estimated as 0.08 cubic
foot per second (site 13); however, before this tributary converged with the two
tributaries to the west of the raffinate pits, it lost its entire flow to the
streambed.

The east fork of Schote Creek contains drainage from the locally referred
to Frog pond. Flow in this tributary was estimated at 0.2 cubic foot per second
downstream from Frog pond (site 16), and had a specific conductance of 1,420
microsiemens per centimeter. Flow in this tributary was observed after it came
out of lake 36 (site 17); the discharge was estimated to be the same as site 16,
but the specific conductance had decreased to 520 microsiemens per centimeter.

The main stem of Schote Creek was observed downstream from a mobile-home
park located north of U.S. Highway 40 and 61 (site 18). Water was ponded at
this location and was noticeably green, probably due to effluent from the
mobile-home park's sewage lagoon. Flow near the mouth of Schote Creek (site 19)
was estimated at 0.5 cubic foot per second.

From these seepage-run data it appears that the middle fork of Schote
Creek, which is the fork draining the raffinate-pits area and Ash pond, has
losing reaches, but the east and west forks do not. The main stem of Schote
Creek does not appear to be losing, but this is inconclusive because flow
estimates were made at only one site.

The unnamed tributary, which drains into lake 34 and eventually into
Dardenne Creek, appeared to be gaining discharge throughout its length. In the
headwaters of the tributary (site 1) the flow was less than 0.0l cubic foot per
second; however, flow continually increased in a downstream direction (site 2,
3, 4, and 6) and flow was estimated to be 5 cubic feet per second near its
mouth. Part of the increased flow between sites 4 and 6 may be attributed to
change in storage of lake 34. Burgermeister Spring (site 5) was flowing about
0.7 cubic foot per second.

The unnamed tributary of the Missouri River that was used as a sewage
outfall appeared to be an interrupted stream. This stream contains perennial
reaches with intervening intermittent reaches. BAbout 100 yards downstream from
State Highway 94 (site 20), flow was estimated at 0.07 cubic foot per second.
Flow was visually observed as increasing in a downstream direction, but
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about 200 yards downstream of site 20 the streambed became dry. The streambed
remained dry for about another 200 yards before seeps began emerging, causing
flow to begin again in the tributary. A gaining-losing-gaining sequence
occurred again within the next 0.5 mile. The length of this tributary to its
mouth was not traveled and it was not determined if the water in the losing
reaches was lost to the aquifer or reappeared downstream.

Ground Water

The aquifers used in the study area are the alluvial aquifers along the
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers; the aquifer primarily comprised of rocks of
Mississippian and Devonian age, called the shallow bedrock aquifer in this
report; and the aquifer comprised of rocks of Ordovician age, called the deep
bedrock aquifer in this report.

Alluvial Aquifers

The major alluvial aquifers in the area consist of the saturated sand and
gravel in the alluvium of the Missouri River and the Mississippi River flood
plains. The alluvium of the small creeks and tributaries are not a dependable
source of ground water because of small yield due to variable thickness and
poorly sorted sediments. At one time, farms along the streambanks did get some
water from shallow-dug wells; however, well yields were not dependable.

The Missouri River and the Mississippi River alluvium typically ranges from
100 to 120 feet thick; however, the composition and layering of the deposits can
vary considerably in a short distance. Generally, alluvial deposits are
composed of clay, silt, sand, and gravel. The Missouri River alluvium primarily
consists of silt and sand at the surface with sand and gravel at depth, whereas
the alluvial surface soil of the Mississippi River flood plain has a clay layer
of low hydraulic conductivity overlying sands and gravels.

Wells in both the Missouri River and the Mississippi River flood plains
typically are 100 to 110 feet deep. Data from an aquifer test made during 1967
by the U.S. Geological Survey in the St. Charles County well field show the
transmissivity and storage coefficient of the alluvial aquifer were 36,000 feet
squared per day and 0.2, respectively. During this test, the well was pumped at
about 2,600 gallons per minute for 47 hours. The average hydraulic conductivity
is about 400 feet per day (transmissivity and hydraulic conductivity are
converted from values given in Emmett and Jeffery, 1968). Irrigation wells
completed in the Mississippi River alluvium have been reported to yield more
than 3,300 gallons per minute.

Water from the alluvial aquifers predominantly is a calcium bicarbonate
type. Locally, the water may contain significant quantities of sulfate. The
water also is characterized by a large hardness and iron concentrations and
variable dissolved-solids concentration.

Recharge to the alluvial aquifers occurs from precipitation on the
alluvium, from flooding that causes surface water to go into bank storage, and
as underflow from underlying and adjacent bedrock aquifers. Recharge also may
be induced from the river into the alluvium by pumping of large-capacity wells
close to the river.
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Water in the alluvial aquifers normally moves toward, and discharges into,
the major streams with which they are hydraulically connected. Discharge from
the alluvial aquifers also occurs by evaporation, plant transpiration, and by
pumpage from wells.

Water levels measured in wells in the St. Charles County well field and in
observations wells around the quarry were used to construct the water-table map
shown in figure 7. Water levels indicate that there is flow from the north
toward the pumped wells and that water may be induced from the Missouri River
toward the wells. Additional water-level measurements are needed to verify
this.

Shallow Bedrock Aquifer

The shallow bedrock aquifer primarily <consists of 1limestone of
Mississippian and Devonian age, with minor guantities of sandstone. This
aquifer is absent in the southwestern part of the study area, but gradually
increases in thickness to the northeast. Some of the formations of the shallow
aquifer are hydraulically more significant than others, although all appear to
be hydraulically connected.

Well yields reported by drillers to the Missouri Division of Geology and
Land Survey, ranged from 5 to 50 gallons per minute, but typically were from 5
to 15 gallons per minute. The larger-yield wells are those that intercept
extensive secondary openings, such as joints and solution openings. There are
no available data for aquifer tests made in the shallow bedrock aquifer.

The rocks of the Meramecian Series yield minimal gquantities of water to
wells. Only one well in the study area withdraws water only from this series,
and its yield was reported as 0.5 gallon per minute. Because the hydraulic
conductivity of these rocks are 1less than the underlying formations, the
Meramecian Series, where present, may be a confining layer for water in the
shallow bedrock aquifer.

The sequence of rocks from the Keokuk and Burlington Limestones to the top
of the Maquoketa Shale forms the more permeable part of the shallow bedrock
agquifer. Usually, the Keokuk and Burlington Limestones locally are fractured,
contain numerous clay-filled voids, and yield small to moderate quantities of
water to wells. The Fern Glen Limestone, when considered by itself, is not
significant as a ground-water source. The Fern Glen Limestone may be deeply
weathered in outcrop and may transmit water through joints and solution
openings. The Chouteau Limestone yields small gquantities of water to wells.
The Bushberg Sandstone of the Sulphur Springs Group is porous and permeable and
generally supplies moderate yields to wells. The lower part of the Sulphur
Springs Group is not as permeable as the Bushberg Sandstone, but probably still
yields small to moderate quantities of water to wells, depending on the sand
content.

Water from the shallow bedrock aquifer varies from a calcium magnesium
bicarbonate type to a sodium sulfate, sodium bicarbonate, or a sodium chloride
type in St. Charles County. Dissolved-solids and chloride concentrations
increase from west to east. Variations in the chemical characteristics between
the calcium magnesium bicarbonate type water and the sodium chloride type are
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believed to be related to geologic structure affecting upward movement of more
mineralized water from underlying formations. Water with large sulfate
concentrations is 1limited to the area underlain by Pennsylvanian shale,
sandstone, and siltstone (Miller, 1977).

Precipitation on the area where these bedrock formations are near surface
is the principal source of recharge to the aquifer. This water moves through
permeable soils and into bedrock along fractures, bedding planes, and solution
openings. Another source of recharge is water entering the aquifer through
losing streams. An example of this is the middle fork of Schote Creek, which
drains the raffinate-pits area and Ash pond. Water flows in this tributary near
its headwaters, but flow gradually is lost to the streambed before reaching the
tributary mouth.

During the summer of 1984, the depth to water was measured in about 75
wells that are completed in the shallow bedrock agquifer to determine the
direction of water movement through the study area. These water-level
measurements are listed in table 12 of the "Supplemental Data" section at the
back of the report. From these measurements, a potentiometric-surface map of
the shallow bedrock aquifer was drawn (fig. 8). No contours appear near Femme
Osage Creek and to the south because this is an area of Ordovician outcrop, and
rocks of that age are not considered part of the shallow bedrock aquifer.

Several features appear on this map. A ground-water divide is located
along a ridge that also defines the surface-water divide. Dardenne Creek is a
major drain for the area north of the divide. There are several local
ground-water highs in the northern one-half of the county, but in general the
ground water north of the divide moves in a northeasterly direction toward the
Mississippi River. Ground water to the south of the divide moves in a southerly
direction toward the Missouri River.

Data collected by V. C. Fishel and C. C. Williams (written commun., 1944)
and Roberts (1951) were plotted on a current base map (fig. 9). Their data
included depth-~to-water measurements in wells open to the shallow bedrock
aquifer; spring-orifice altitudes, and streambed altitudes from which a
potentiometric-surface map was drawn. This map is similar to the
potentiometric-surface map using the current data, in that the ground-water
divide coincides with the surface-water divide and the ground-water trough
coincides with Dardenne Creek. The potentiometric-surface map, wusing the
historical data, shows more detail than the current potentiometric-surface map
along the divide and in the August A. Busch Wildlife Area because many of the
wells in which depth to water was reported in 1944 and 1951 have since been
destroyed.

Discharge from the shallow bedrock aquifer occurs as springs, seeps,
evapotranspiration, and underflow. Some water may move downward into the
underlying deep bedrock aquifer where the potentiometric surface of the shallow
bedrock aquifer is higher than that of the deep bedrock aquifer due to a
vertical-flow component resulting from fractures in the confining beds.
Discharge also occurs by pumpage from wells completed in the shallow bedrock
aquifer.
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Deep Bedrock Aquifer and Confining Layer

The deep bedrock aquifer and its upper confining layer in this report
include the Ordovician shale, limestone, dolomite, and sandstone from the
Maquoketa Shale to the bottom of the Potosi Dolomite. This aquifer has a
uniform thickness throughout the county ranging from 1,300 to 1,400 feet. Large
yields can be obtained from some of these formations; however, in eastern St.
Charles County these formations generally vyield saline (dissolved-solids
concentration greater than 1,000 milligrams per liter) water. The oldest
formation typically used in the study area for public water supply is the
Gasconade Dolomite.

The Maquoketa Shale, Kimmswick Limestone, Decorah Formation, Plattin
Limestone, and Joachim Dolomite form a less permeable part of the aquifer and
are a confining layer for the more permeable underlying formations. The
confining sequence generally is about 300 feet thick on the western side of the
study area and increases to about 400 feet on the eastern side. The Maquoketa
Shale is the youngest formation of the confining sequence, but it is present
only on the eastern side of the county. Generally, where the Maquoketa Shale is
intact, it can impede ground-water movement between formations. The Kimmswick
Limestone, in outcrop, 1is characterized by solution-enlarged joints and springs;
however, it normally vyields only small quantities of water to wells. The
Decorah Formation, a shale and fine-grained limestone, does not vyield
significant quantities of water and primarily can be considered a leaky
confining layer. The Plattin Limestone has the same weathering features in
outcrop as the Kimmswick Limestone but the formation yields only small to
moderate quantities of water to wells. The Joachim Dolomite is argillaceous and
yields small quantities of water to wells. It is the oldest formation in the
sequence forming the confining layer for the deep bedrock aquifer.

The more permeable sequence of the deep bedrock aquifer is about 1,000 feet
thick and this thickness is uniform throughout the county where all the
formations are intact. The permeability of the St. Peter Sandstone varies with
the degree of cementation of the sand grains, but generally yields moderate
quantities of water to wells (10 to 140 gallons per minute). The Everton
Formation 1is only occasionally present in the study area and 1is not
hydraulically significant. The Powell, Cotter, and Jefferson City Dolomites are
argillaceous and cherty and generally yield small quantities of water to wells
(less than 10 gallons per minute). The Roubidoux Formation and Gasconade
Dolomite have interbedded sandstone and yield moderate to large quantities of
water to wells (10 to 300 gallons per minute).

Yields from wells in the more permeable part of the deep bedrock aquifer
average more than 100 gallons per minute, as reported by drillers to the
Missouri Division of Geoleogy and Land Survey. However, wells completed in the
less permeable zone between the Maquoketa and Joachim yielded only 3 to 50
gallons per minute (Miller and others, 1977). From aquifer tests made on wells
in St. Charles County, specific capacities for wells penetrating formations from
the Kimmswick to the St. Peter ranged from 0.07 to 0.25 gallon per minute per
foot of drawdown, whereas wells penetrating deeper formations had specific
capacities ranging from 0.53 to 2.64 gallons per minute per foot of drawdown.
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Water quality varies with depth and lateral extent of the deep bedrock
aquifer. Water samples from the Maquoketa-Joachim sequence have a
dissolved-solids concentration ranging from 305 to more than 4,700 milligrams
per liter. Water in the north and northeast parts of the county has a 1large
dissolved-solids concentration and is a sodium chloride type, whereas the
potable water to the west generally is a calcium magnesium bicarbonate type.
Water from the St. Peter-Gasconade sequence has dissolved-solids concentrations
ranging from 252 to 915 milligrams per liter. The eastern one-half of the
county generally yields excessively mineralized sodium chloride type water,
whereas the western one-half yields moderately mineralized calcium magnesium
bicarbonate type water (Miller, 1977).

Sources of recharge to the deep bedrock aquifer are similar to those for
the shallow bedrock aquifer. Referring to the Ordovician rocks as the deep
bedrock aguifer can be misleading because in the southwestern part of the study
area these rocks are exposed at the land surface. The need for differentiating
between the two becomes apparent north of the Ordovician outcrop area.
Precipitation directly on the area where the deep bedrock aquifer is overlain by
permeable soils is a principal source of recharge to the aquifer. Other sources
of recharge are losing streams where the losing reach penetrates the aquifer and
by downward leakage from the shallow bedrock aquifer into the deep bedrock
aquifer due to the confining sequence being too thin, fractured, or open because
of well penetration.

Data from the depth-to-water measurements made in wells during the summer
of 1984 are listed in table 13 of the "Supplemental Data" section at the back of
the report and were used to draw a potentiometric-surface map of the deep
bedrock aquifer (fig. 10). Several features are shown on this map. Femme Osage
Creek, which is located in the Ordovician outcrop area, appears to be a major
drain for the deep bedrock aquifer. A large drawdown cone in the northern part
of the study area extends from the Wentzville area to the city of St. Peters and
is caused by pumpage from public-supply wells. The general direction of
ground-water movement is toward the northeast, except where the north side of
the drawdown cone causes local southerly ground-water flow. The hydraulic-head
gradient outside the pumping area does not appear to be as steep or as variable
as in the shallow bedrock aquifer.

Discharge from the deep bedrock aquifer principally occurs as underflow.
Other sources of discharge are evapotranspiration and seepage to springs and
streams where the aquifer crops out. Discharge occurs artificially as pumpage
from wells. A consequence of pumpage is a lowering of water levels as shown
by the drawdown cone that has formed (fig. 10).

RADIOACTIVE WASTE-DISPOSAL SITES: HYDROGEOLOGIC AND
RADIOLOGIC INFORMATION

Two distinct radioactive waste-disposal sites are located in the Weldon
Spring area. One site consists of the Weldon Spring Chemical Plant and the four
raffinate pits that are located on slightly rolling terrain just north of the
Mississippi-Missouri River drainage divide. The other site is an abandoned rock
quarry in the bluff adjacent to the Missouri River flood plain and about 3 miles
southwest of the chemical plant (see fig. 2).
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Raffinate Pits and Chemical Plant

The four raffinate pits (fig. 11), which stored the wastes generated from
the chemical plant, were constructed by excavating part of the surface clay from
the site. The removed clay was then used for the levees surrounding the pits.
Pits 1 and 2 were constructed on fairly level ground and a levee 3 feet hidher
than the original land surface was placed around them. The top of the waste in
these two pits is below the original land surface and normally under water.
However, during dry weather these pits have become dry, exposing the bottom
sediments. Pits 3 and 4 were constructed where the natural slope of the land is
toward the west, but the elevation of the top of the levees around them is
approximately the same as the top of the levees around pits 1 and 2. The
northeast corner of pit 3 was built on the original land surface with the height
of the levee being about 23 feet. Pit 3 is estimated to be 78-percent full
(Weidner and Boback, 1982); this means that the top of the wastes are above the
original land surface. The waste in pit 3 is covered by water. The levee on the
west side of pit 4 was built approximately on the original land surface. The
levee has a maximum height of 35 feet. Most of the excavation done during
construction of pit 4 appears to have been on the northern, eastern, and
probably southern parts.

Pit 4 is only 12-percent full of waste; however, these wastes were not
spread uniformly across the bottom (Weidner and Boback, 1982). TIf some of the
waste is located on the west side of pit 4, it is assumed the top of the waste
is above the base of the levee. The waste in pit 4 is covered by water.
However, many 55-gallon barrels (contents unknown) that lie at the base of the
east levee are sometimes totally submerged and other times completely exposed
because of seasonal water-level fluctuations. Construction data for the
raffinate pits are given in table 5.

The excavation of surface clay during pit construction has created concern
about the thickness of clay remaining beneath pit 4. Borehole data collected
during 1964, prior to construction of pit 4, indicates there is a minimum of 10
feet of clay remaining above the bedrock where the maximum excavation occurred
in pit 4. A thickness map of remaining overburden beneath pits 3 and 4 was
computer generated by Bechtel National, Inc., using borehole and
seismic-refraction data. Overburden thickness ranged from 10 to 25 feet within
the pits and ranged from 17 to 50 feet outside the pit area (Bechtel National,
Inc., 1984b). A description of the six units that form the overburden is
presented in table 14 in the "Supplemental Data" section at the back of this
report.

"The residues discharged to the pits consisted of raffinate from uranium
refining operations, washed magnesium fluoride slag residue