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e 

aq
ui

fe
r 

w
as

 
fo

rm
ed

. 
Sa

ltw
at

er
 

ca
n 

m
ov

e 
in

to
 

fr
es

hw
at

er
 p

ar
ts

 
of

 t
he

 
aq

ui
fe

r 
by

 
lo

w
er

in
g 

fr
es

hw
at

er
 le

ve
ls

 th
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at
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 p
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U
ISIA

N
A

?
G

round-w
ater inform

ation is im
portant to all citizens of 

Louisiana. E
lected officials need the inform

ation to aid in m
aking 

decisions concerning ground-w
ater regulations, enforcem

ent, and 
developm

ent. 
T

he 
w

ell 
contractor 

requires 
ground-w

ater 
inform

ation to assist in drilling high-producing w
ater w

ells of 
acceptable quality. 

G
round-w

ater inform
ation is also im

portant to 
the private citizen w

ho m
ay have questions concerning his ow

n 
w

ater w
ell or the public-supply system

 serving his area. 
Several 

State and Federal agencies have ground-w
ater responsibilities to 

ensure that L
ouisiana's ground-w

ater supply rem
ains plentiful, as 

w
ell as safe.

T
he 

U
SG

S, 
W

ater 
R

esources 
D

ivision, 
through 

their 
cooperative program

 w
ith D

O
T

D
 collects all types of ground-w

ater 
data and reports the findings in publications that range from

 local 
to statew

ide in coverage. 
Published m

aterials concerning ground 
w

ater in the State are abundant and available to the public upon 
request.

T
he U

SEPA
 has the responsibility to develop and enforce 

regulations for the protection of ground w
ater. 

It also determ
ines 

m
axim

um
 contam

inant levels for inorganic and organic com
pounds 

in w
ater. 

U
SEPA

 aids the states in developing and im
plem

enting 
ground-w

ater protection program
s.

Several State agencies are involved in ground-w
ater activities. 

T
he 

D
O

TD
 

has 
the 

prim
ary 

statew
ide 

ground-w
ater 

responsibilities. 
D

O
TD

 is responsible for licensing and regulating 
L

ouisiana w
ater w

ell drillers, for m
onitoring w

ater w
ell drilling by 

requiring that all w
ater w

ells be registered, and for enforcing rules 
and regulations for the construction and plugging of w

ater w
ells. 

A
nother function of the L

ouisiana D
O

TD
 is to provide public 

assistance concerning w
ater problem

s, w
ater conservation and 

proper developm
ent of the State's ground-w

ater resources. 
T

he 
D

O
T

D
 has an extensive com

puterized listing of w
ater w

ells that 
have been drilled in Louisiana. 

T
his inform

ation is available to the 
general public upon request.

T
he D

O
TD

 
and the U

SG
S 

cooperatively prepare reports 
describing 

the 
collection 

and 
interpretation 

of 
ground-w

ater 
inform

ation. 
M

ost of the data (inform
ation on w

ater w
ells, 

ground-w
ater levels, ground-w

ater quality data, 
and pum

page 
inform

ation) are collected and analyzed through the operation of 
w

ell netw
orks and ground-w

ater studies. 
T

he w
ater-level (fig. 31) 

and ground-w
ater quality (fig. 32) netw

orks consist of 134 w
ells 

collectively (A
rcem

ent and others, 1991). These w
ells are used to 

m
onitor ground-w

ater conditions in all the m
ajor aquifers of the 

State. T
his inform

ation is stored in a com
puter database m

aintained 
by the U

SG
S. D

ata are available to interested citizens.
T

he L
ouisiana D

epartm
ent of Environm

ental Q
uality has the 

responsibility to protect L
ouisiana's ground-w

ater resources. 
T

his 
agency is responsible for rem

ediation of abandoned hazardous- 
w

aste sites, the regulation of underground storage tanks, and the 
rem

ediation of contam
inated w

ater. 
T

he L
ouisiana D

epartm
ent of 

E
nvironm

ental 
Q

uality, 
in 

cooperation 
w

ith local, 
State, 

and 
Federal 

agencies, 
has 

developed 
a 

ground-w
ater 

protection 
strategy for the State.

A
nother State agency that has a responsibility for protecting 

ground w
ater is the L

ouisiana D
epartm

ent of N
atural R

esources. 
L

ouisiana 
D

epartm
ent 

of 
N

atural 
R

esources' 
O

ffice 
of 

C
onservation regulates all aspects of the oil and gas industry and 

m
ining operations in the State, as w

ell as the use of injection w
ells 

that dispose of liquid w
aste in deep underground strata.

Public-w
ater 

supplies 
are 

regulated 
by 

the 
L

ouisiana 
D

epartm
ent of H

ealth and H
ospitals. 

U
nder the Safe D

rinking 
W

ater A
ct, this State agency ensures that the w

ater w
ithdraw

n for 
public-supply use is safe to drink by m

eeting Federal standards. 
W

ater sam
ples collected from

 public-supply w
ells are analyzed for 

selected 
bacteriological, 

organic, 
inorganic, 

and 
radiological 

constituents. 
R

esults are available to the public. 
T

he L
ouisiana 

D
epartm

ent of H
ealth and H

ospitals review
s and approves plans 

and 
specifications for the construction of public w

ater-supply 
system

s and regulates the w
ater quality of w

ater sold or bottled in 
the State.
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