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WATER RESOURCES OF THE STATE OF COLORADO.
By A. L. FELLOWS.

INTRODUCTION.

"The State of Colorado, located as it is in the midst of the Rocky
Mountains, the crest of the continent crossing it from north to south,
and comprising as it does a vast variety of physical conditions, vary-
ing from those of the highest mountain regions, where vegetation
ceases to flourish, to plains where fruits almost semitropical may be
raised, furnishes a diversity of problems connected with the disposi-
tion of its water supply unequaled in number and difficulty, perhaps,
by those arising in any other ‘State in the Union. The. snows of
winter, falling upon the continental divide, may furnish the moisture
by which the herbage and trees of the mountains are waterad, and the
waters from these heights, collected in rivulets and streams, may
supply the motive power for operating the stamp mills for the ihines
of the State, or may develop electric power that may be transmitted
for running factories, or may be used for sifting out the particles of
gold in the placers along the streams of both the Pacif'c and the
Atlantic watersheds. Again the brooks and creeks, collected into
larger streams or rivers, enter the broad plains of the eastern half
of the State or the canyon and mesa country of the wester- half, and
furnish the lifeblood of vast irrigated tracts, where crops of the most
diverse kinds may be raised for the sustenance of countlees families,
and thus become the assets upon which agricultural communities may
draw, whether they are dependent upon wheat raising, sugar factories,
potatoes for the Eastern market, alfalfa for feeding lambs snd-sheep,®
or any other of the numerous forms of agricultural industry practiced
in Colorado. Its water supply therefore becomes of the utmost impor-
tance to the State, and it is with the hope that the compilation of all
figures readily obtainable bearing upon the subject may prove of
interest and value to the people, not only of Colorado, but of States
similarly situated, that the preparation of this paper is undertaken.

a Colorado Agricultural College Bulletins. 9
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION.

For a period of about sixteen years the measurement of streams has
been carried on more or less systematically in the State both hy the
Hydrographic Division of the United States Geological Survey and
by the State engineer’s office, working at times in cooperation and at
times separately, but always with the same end in view—that of
throwing as much light as possible on the discharge of the streams
and of determining the feasibility of storing water in available reser-
voirs whenever the need for such storage should hecome apparent.
The discharge measurements given in this paper are compiled from
the records of these offices. When the different records are found to be
conflicting, as they sometimes appear to be, credence is given, after care-
ful consultation with those most intimately acquainted witl: the existing
conditions, to the one appearing to be the most likely to be correct.

The records of the United States Geological Survey and of the
State engineer’s office are the two principal sources from which the
following tables are compiled, but information has alss heen obtained
from engineers located in different parts of the State wherever it was
possible, and in such cases due credit is given.

The drainage areas given are computed from the General Land
Office maps by means of the planimeter, these being the figures
accepted in the reports of the United States Geological Survey. The
descriptions of streams and drainage basins and of reservoir sites are
compiled largely from bulleting, irrigation papers, and reports pre-
viously published, but to a considerable extent also from personal
examination and knowledge. In the computations use has been made
of the tables given in Bulletin of the U. 8. Geological Survey No.
140, pages 14 to 82, and Water-Supply and Irrigation Paper No. 27,
page 96, to which readers are referred for directions concerning the
use of meter and computations of discharge.? In a paper of the size
to which this must be limited, it is, of course, impossible to give com-
plete results of discharge measurements and of daily gage readings.
It has been thought best, therefore, to limit the data given for each
station to a table of gagings and to a general table giving the average
flow for each month, the average for each year, the maximum and
minimum flow for each year, and the most important data connected
with the stream measured. With each table is given a Lrief descrip-
tion of the station at which the results were obtained, showing the
value of these results, the prevailing conditions, and the sources from
which the information was derived. References are made, wherever

aSee also, for methods of making measurements, Annual Reports U. 8. Geol. 8-rvey: Tenth, Part
II, pp. 78 to 86; Eleventh, Part IT, pp. 2 to 22; Fourteenth, Part II, pp. 96 to 100; Nineteenth, Part IV,
pp. 18 to31; Twentieth, Part IV, pp. 20 to 22. Also, State Engineers’ Biennial Reports: Second, pp.
5to 9; Third, p. 5; Fourth, pp. 59 to 88; Fifth, pp. 846 to 349; Sixth, p. 8; Seventh, pp. 196 to 217; and
Irrigation Bulletin No. 1.
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they are deemed desirable, to the reports or water-supply papers of
the United States Geological Survey that give more detailed informa-
tion, so that any reader looking up discharge data upon any. particular
stream may be assisted in his search for the most complete informa-
tion.? For greater convenience of reference the following table,
showing the publications most fully covering the hydrographic work
for each year from 1883 to 1900 inclusive, is given below:

Reports of the State engineers of Colorado.

Second Biennial Report, 1883-1884.

Third Biennial Report, 1885 -1886.

Fourth Biennial Report, Parts I and IT, 1887-1888.
Fifth Biennial Report, Parts I and II, 1889-1890.
Sixth Biennial Report, 1891-1892.

Seventh Biennial Report, Parts T and II, 1893-1894.
Eighth Biennial Report, 1895-1896.

Ninth Biennial Report, 1897-1898.

Tenth Biennial Report, 1899-1900.

Publications of the United Stutes Greological Survey.

Tenth Annual Report, Part II, 1888.

Eleventh Annual Report, Part II, 1889.

Twelfth Annual Report, Part 11, 1890.

Thirteenth Annual Report, Part 111, 1891.

Fourteenth Annual Report, Part 11, 1892.

Bulletin No. 131, Report of Progress of the Division of Hydrography, 1893.

Bulletin No. 181, Report of Progress of the Division of Hydrography; also Six-
teenth Annual Report, Part II, 1894.

Bulletin No. 140, Report of Progress of the Division of Hydrography for the Cal-
endar Year 1895; also Seventeenth Annual Report, Part II, 1895.

Eighteenth Annual Report, Part IV; also Water-Supply and Irrigation Paper No.
11, 1896. ’

Nineteenth Annual Report, Part IV; also Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers
Nos. 15 and 16, 1897.

Twentieth Annual Report, Part IV; also Water-Supplyand Irrigation Papers Nos.
27 and 28, 1898.

Twenty-first Annual Report, Part IV; also Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers
Nos. 35, 36, 37, 38, and 39, 1899.

Twenty-second Annual Report, Part IV; also Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers
Nos. 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, and 52, 1900.

In the compilation of this paper assistance has been given by many
different persons and corporations interested in the use of water, and
to all these thanks are extended. The attempt has been made to give
proper credit in all cases where such assistance has been furnished.
The illustrations are selected from photographs made under the aus-
pices of the Survey, and from those furnished by parties assisting in
the preparation of this paper.

aJt is not intended that the references to publications relating to this subject shall form a com-~
plete bibliography, but an attempt is made to assist the reader in finding some of the most easily
obtainable information on the subjects considered.
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VALUE OF SUPPLY.

The mining industries of Colorado depend very largely upon the
water supply of the mountain region for the development of power
by which stamp mills and sampling works may be opersted, and the
mining towns are dependent upon electric-light and power plants
operated by water; and the mills and factories of the State are, to a
greater and greater extent, being run by the same means; further, the
cultivation of between two and three millions of acres of land is made
possible by water used in irrigation; and when it is seen that this
water supply is so limited that the normal flow of very many of the
streams is entirely exhausted and that already recourse is being had
tostorage in reservoirs, built to conserve, for use in seasons of low water,
floodwater that would otherwise go to waste, it will then be evident
that its water supply is of the greatest moment to the State. This
fact has been recognized by the people themselves ever since the State
was formed, and a complicated system of laws has been built up
controlling the water and its distribution among consumers. This
subject has already been fully treated in a number of different bulle-
tins and papers, among which are Water-Supply and Irrigation Paper
No. 9, U. 8. Geological Survey, and Bulletins Nos. 58 end 60 of the
United States Department of Agriculture, as well as tl o Irrigation
Laws of Colorado, as compiled and furnished by the State engineer’s
office, so that nothing more than a brief discussion as to the owner-
ship of water by Colorado is necessary at this time.

By the State constjtution the water is declared the property of the
State, and as such is to be distributed and used in accordance with its
occurrence and availability. The entire system of State 1nws distribu-
ting the water among consumers is based upon this plan, the State
engineer being made, next to the courts, the head of th» department
having immediate supervision of the subject, and being the final
authority on questions relating to the use of water, subject to appeal to
the courts. Next to him and his deputies are the superintendents of
the various irrigation divisions, of which there are 6, each of them
comprising lands drained by one of the six principal streams of the
State; namely, the South Platte, the Arkansas, the Ric Grande, the
* San Juan, the Grand, and the Green rivers. Kach of tl<se divisions
in turn is divided into water districts, each one comy+ising one or
more of the tributaries of the various large streams, or parts of the
main streams themselves, each district, of which there are 69 in the
State, being. under the supervision of a water commissioner, whose
duty it is to regulate the use of the water under his immediate juris-
diction, appeals being possible from the commissioner to the superin-
tendent, from the superintendent to the State engineer, and from the
State engineer to the courts. This partition of the State into divi-
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sions and districts will be treated more fully later, so th~t further
description is unnecessary at present.

The uses of the water are so numerous and varied that the adminis-
tration of the laws relating to water is very difficult. In Colorado the
riparian doctrine does not obtain, so that this complication is removed—
at least unless decisions should be rendered in the United States courts
acknowledging such rights as belonging to the States into which the
streams flowing out of Colorado run—but the complications are nu-
merous enough as it is. The supply of water is so limited compared
with the demands for it that early rights or priorities beccme of the
utmost importanée. The principal uses to which the water may be
put may be classified in the order of importance as domestic use, irri-
gation, mining, and milling. The use of the normal flow of the streams
is considered as of first importance, the use of stored water being a
matter for secondary consideration.

The order in which water would naturally be used, however, is dif-
ferent, and, leaving out of consideration entirely for the present the
fact that priority of use may determine right to use, it is ohvious that
the physical nature of the State has an important bearing upon the
problems of use. The mines being situated in the mourtains, and
the natural conditions being usually such that the clearest and
best water is found at the higher altitudes, it is evident that, other
things being equal, water for domestic use and for mining would be
demanded at the highest available points upon each stream. After the
water begins to find its way into canyons and over waterfalls—in other
words, when it is discharging from the mountains into the plains—the
conditions evidently become more favorable for the development of
power, the fall of the streams being rapid, and the quant'ties being
sufficient for such use. Again, after the water debouches from the
mountainous area and enters the plains, it is evident that irrigation
may be practiced upon a broader scale, so that the order of use upon
a stream would naturally be domestic use, mining, milling, and water
power, and, finally, irrigation.

The brief discussion of the uses to which the water may be put in
Colorado sufficiently demonstrates the importance of the subject. It
is not within the province of this paper to treat of the administration
of the laws, or to discuss the subject of priorities. Its intention is
simply to show, so far as possible, how much water is available for
use in some of the streams of the State, and to indicate hriefly, by
examples, something of what is being done in harnessing this, one of
the greatest dynamics of nature, for the use of man. At the same
time an effort will be made to show the necessity for the storage of
the waters that now go to waste in the winter seasons ard at flood
stages, in order that there may he the most economical and thorough
use of this great resource. That the period when storage ir demanded
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is already at hand is clear to all students of the hydrography of the
State, for the normal flow of the majority of the streams is already
utilized and exhausted. ~ It is not now proposed to discuss the most
economical use of water—that water is used in Colorado most extrava-
gantly and in ways that would not be tolerated in a country more
advanced in scientific irrigation is heyond question—but simply to
consider the present use of water and endeavor to devise methods by
which this use may be extended, so far as possible, under existing
conditions. Necessity will compel more economical use in the future;
but the present most urgent need is that the water whick now goes to
waste and is of no service to man shall be conserved so as to be availa-
ble-for beneficial use. Such streams as the South Platte, the Cache
la Poudre, the Arkansas and its tributaries, the Rio Grande, and
nuinerous other streams, furnish normally an insufficient supply for
present needs, but if the flow could be equalized by tke storage of
water in reservoirs the irrigated area in Colorado miglt be greatly
extended. The importance of this fact is already felt, and in many
places, as upon the Big Thompson, the Cache la Poudre, and the
Arkansas, considerable water ig already being stored, to the great
benefit of the veople within the irrigable territory lying below the
reservoirs.

RUN-OFF.

The physical conditions affecting the run-off in the State of Colorado
are so various that it is impossible to formulate an even approximately
correctrule as to the percentage of the rainfall carried from the drainage
area into the streams.® In case of a violent storm of the nature of a
cloud-burst in a rocky, mountainous district, as much as 75 or 80 per
cent of the precipitation may be collected into the nearest streams; it
will, however, be largely taken up by percolation into the soil before
it has run a very great distance. On the other hand, a great amount
of water falling gently upon a sandy plain may be entirely ahsorbed
by the soil and may evaporate before any water whatsoover has run
off. Computations of the percentage of run-off are often misleading,
also, from the fact that water is being counstantly taken out of the
various streams for irrigation. For example, no accurate estimate
could be made from the discharge of the Arkansas River at Rocky-
. ford as to the percentage of run-off from the drainage srea above, as
water is constantly being taken out for reservoirs and for direct irriga-
tion, and the amount so taken can hardly be caleculated unless a com-
plete record is made of the intake of each canal, whether large or
small, along the Arkansas and all its tributaries. Where there are no
irrigating canals or ditches along a stream it is comparatively easy to
determine the percentage of the total precipitation cortained in the

a See also Biennial Reports of the State Engineer: Second, pp. 10-18; Fourth, pp. 17-23.
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run-oft at a given point; but when water is diverted from a stream in
such quantities that only a comparatively small portion returns, the
determination of run-off becomes difficult. Where gaging stations are
located at the mouths of canyons, however, above which there is little,
if any, diversion, the percentage may be determined with reasonable
accuracy, although even then it is difficult to find points on any of the
streams above all diversion for irrigation and yet far enough down to
be of great use in the determination of run-off. For example, on the
St. Vrain, the discharge at the gaging station at Lyons will not give
correctly the run-off of the drainage basin above, for the reason that
meadows are being irrigated at places far above the gaging station.
The Boulder, again, is at times losing water that is being stored in
reservoirs high up in the basin, and such is the case with the majority
of the other streams. For these reasons no attempt has been made to
determine what relation the total precipitation bears to the run-off.
Readers interested in these computations are referred to Port IV of
the Twentieth Annual Report of the United States Geological Survey.
That the run-off does depend upon the precipitation, however, is
self-evident, and for this reason a table giving the precipitation at
various points in the State, beginning with the year 1896, is fur-
nished. A comparison of the depth of the run-off in inches, as given
in the tables of discharge, with the precipitation in inches for a given
year, will give an approximately correct idea of the amount of water
flowing in a stream at any given point.“

Normal temperature and precipitation at stations in Colorado.

[Compiled from the records of the Office of the U. 8. Weather Bureau, at Denver, Colo. F. H. Brand-
enburg, section director.]

Precipitation (in inches).
Station. County. %]1%‘1’1“' f %fe 1;521 g%ifﬂ{ 1;1331;19%1
* . or ature. | 1896, | 1897. | 1898. | 1899. | 1900. in clu-y
sive,
South Platte
drainage: Feet. | Years.| ©F.

Boxelder....| Larimer...... 6,950 10 j.oeeeens 17.83 | 21.42 | 16.34 | 14.42-| 17.93 16.46
Laporte .....[..... A0 ..enne.. 5,069 10 [.oeenn.s 15.49 | 17.72 | 13.63 | 13.34 | 20.06 14,387
Fort Collins.|..... do........ 4,99 20 46.8 | 15.76 | 15.24 | 11.03 | 16.19 | 19.21 13.86
Greeley ..... Weld ......... 4,637 11 47.5 | 13.62 | 16.09 | (b) 10.79 | 1L.51 11.83
Moraine ....| Larimer...... 7,900 11 40.6 | 17.28 | 18.87 | 16.46 | 16.58 | 16.72 17.56
Dumont Clear Creek ..| 8,000 101........ 15,01 | 20.82 | 17.16 | 18,19 | 19.54 18.59
Denver. .| Arapahoe 5,291 29 49.8 1 11.84 | 15.37 { 12.98 | 9.33 | 15.29 1415
Castlerock Douglas ......| 6,220 10 46.3 | 20.44 | (b) () 1470 | 14.70 18.59
Hamps...... Elbert ........ 5, 50C 8 45.8 | 1278 | (b) | 12.57 | 12.67 | 21.17 12.26

aSee Reports of the Weather Bureau; also U. 8. Geological Survey Reports: Tenth, Part II, pp. 13-14;
Eleventh, Part II, pp. 23, 25, 205, 214, 251, and 281; Twelfth, Part II, pp. 226, 230, 231, and 245; Thir-
teenth, Part IIT, pp. 25, 28, and 153; Fourteenth, Part II, pp. 150-152; and Biennial Reports of the
State Engineers of Colorado: S8econd, pp. 14-17: and Fifth, Part I, p. 534, Also, Report on Agriculture
by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 91.

bRecord incomplete,
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Normal temperature and precipitation at stations in Colorado—Continued.
Precipitation (ir inches).
Station. County. l?ig;a' 1;5? le'eggh t}éggleﬂ I;Ig %’31
| ord. | ature. | 1896. | 1897. | 1898. | 18f9. | 1900. | o 7
sive.
Kansasdrainage: Feet. | Years. °F.
Leroy ..... ..l Logan ........ 4,380 12 48.1 | 14.18 | 18.48 | 14.95 | 13.22 | 14.74 15.10
10f........ 15,84 | 18.30 | 20.39 | 14.61 | 17.98 16.63
2 16.6% | 20.19 | 18.71 | 10.74 | 18.24 15.13
9 50.1 (@) () 28.48 | (a) . 21.47 18.42
FOX...oeoenfon... s SN IO [ (@) |17.19 | 20.84 | 10.06 | 19.92 | 15.56
Seibert...... Kit Carson ...| 4, 05 L PO 14.42 | 20.94 | 18.65 | 12.62 ; 20.79 14.31
Cheyenne | Cheyenne ....| 4,259 - PO (@) (@) | 18.50 | 14.01 | 18.60 15.76
Wells.
Arkansas drain-
age:
Lake Mo- | ElPaso....... 10,268 (A P 19.70 | 30.32 | 23.14 | 18.59 | 33.46 22.55
raine,
Gleneyre....[..... do........ 6,600 9 46.7 | 15,53 | (@) (@) (a) | 19.34 13.98
Colorado |..... do........ 6,098 21 fo.oo..-. 183.94 | (@) () 8.81 | 13.64 14.13
Springs.
Leadville ...| Lake ......... 10,185 8. (a) | 15.51 | 12,27 | 19.86 | 13.50 14.21
Twin Lakes.|..... do........ 9, 200 T eeeaannn () (@) (@) | ta)y |13.76 15.35
Canyon ..... 5,363 2 ... 11.96 | 11.13 | 11.45 | 9.80 | 14.34 11.76
Pueblo...... 4,734 12 ... 10.31 | 12.71 | 10.85 | 13.05 | 18.37 11.53
Rockyford .. 4,177 12 )., 9.74 | (o) |16-04 | 18.68 | 15.60 13.52
Las Animas . 3,892 5 2 I 11.81 | 10.89 | 15.63 | 12.11 | 15.48 11.19
Lamar ...... Prowers ...... 3,592 11 §........ (a) 15,10 | 17.84 | 19.64 | 19.64 15,17
Westcliffe...| Custer........ 7,864 [ PO 18.27 (a) 16.88 | 12.81 | 16.31 17.29
Clear View..| Las Animas ..| 9,500 11 [e....... 24,00 | 31.76 | 27.31 | 18.49 | 23.08 24,23
Hoehne.....|..... do........ 5,721 L PO, 16.05 | 11.80 | 14.07 | 12.36 | 13.30 13.92
springfield..| Baca.......... 4,400 [ O (@) | (@) |20.75]12.78 | 22.68 | 18.36
Vilas...ooeafoean. do........ 4,158 10 [o.o..... () (a) (a) | 15.48 { 19.66 13.74
Rio Grande
drainage:
Saguache ...| Saguache..... 7,740 10 12.0 | (@) 8.84| 806 | 596 | 6.25 7.52
San Luis....| Costilla....... 7,596 10 42,3 | 12,31 | 13.93 | 14,20 | 10.04 | 10.16 13.06
San Juan drain-
age:
Durango....| La Plata...... 6,534 8 47.83 | (@) | 2493 |16.27 | 14.49 | 9.86 17.98
Mancos ..... Montezuma ..| 7,008 2 45,6 | () (a) (a) | 12.85 | 12.44 (ay
Granddrainage:
Breckenridge | Summit 9,524 12 33,2 | 24.03 | 24.49 ( 16.29 | 29.41 | 14.62 29.44
Parachute ...| Garfield 5,106 9 49.8| (@ | (@ | (¢ |18.14| 7.89| 1187
G.S.ranch _.| Mesa ...._.... 5,200 14 52,1 | (a) | 14.45| 8.87 | 13.17 | 6.09 11.77
Grand Junc-
ion ..o.eaifennns do........ 4,608 10 9.2 | 8.22 | 1L 10| 5.45 | 10.87 | 3.64 8.89
Cedar Edge..| Delta......... 6,175 £ 2 DR, 9.33 { 16.05 | 9.48 | 10.90 { 9.67 11.89
Delta .......|..... do........ 4,980 12 ..., (@) | 11.87 | 4.72| 8. 44| 5.19 8.78
Antlers,..... Garfield ...... 5,850 15 faoeea... (a) |17.92 9.16 | 15.81 | 5.82 (a)
Green drainage:
Meeker ..... RioBlanco...| 6,182 8 leeeeean.| 16.28 | 24,30 [ 13.34 | 20.05 | (a) 516,92
6, 500 9 4111738 ] 29.13 | 18.92 | 24.05 | 12,32 20.53
6,200 L 14.04 | (@ | (@ | (@) | 7.60| 13.62

a Record incomplete.

bNormal to 1898, inclusive,

As has been suggested, the run-off of a mountainous ar-a will differ

very considerably from the run-off of an equal area on the plains.

\

A
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given amount of precipitation, in South Park, for example, will fur-
nish to the same stream a very much greater run-off than the same
amount of precipitdtion on the plains north of Sterling, the more
rocky and broken by ravines the territory the greater Dheing the
percentage of run-off. The character of the rock formation and the
nature of the canyons through which the water flows also have impor-
tant bearings upon this percentage. Twelve inches of pre-ipitation
on the headwaters of the Arkansas will furnish a greater percentage
of run-off than the same amount falling on an equal area of the Mesa
Verde, in southwestern Colorado, the rock in the former case absorb-
ing little water and the soil being of such nature that the water does
not percolate through it to a very great extent, and the rock in the
latter case being a soft sandstone and the ravines having sandy beds.
For these reasons it is evident that to determine the run-off at any
particular point a series of stream measurements must be made, for
determinations based solely on the precipitation of a region would be
only approximate.

The effect of forests in conserving moisture and in rendermg the
discharge of the streams more equal throughout the year is thor-
oughly demonstrated and generally admitted.® Whether or not the
presence of forests increases precipitation in a given terri‘ory is of
little importance compared with the question of the extent to which
the forest keeps back the floods of the spring and early summer for
later use. An examination of discharge tables obtained at stations
that have been long maintained will show that the high-water stage is
becoming each year earlier and of shorter duration. It is self-evident
that anything that will tend to equalize the flow of streams through-
out the year has an important bearing on the use of water. A given
stream may be adequate to irrigate all the cultivable land along its
borders if its water can be properly distributed throughout the irri-
gating season. When, however, as is the case upon many streams, the
water runs off rapidly in May and in the early part of June, it will
bappen that while there is a great surplus of running water during the
early part of the year, yet the stream may be nearly dry at a time
when a great deal of water is needed for irrigation. This is the case,
for example, upon the Mancos River, in the southwestern part of the
State, in which during the month of May enough water goes to waste
to furnish all the adjacent irrigable land with a sufficient suvply if it
could be properly stored.

In studying this question one should not fall into the error of sup-
posing that in order to make the most economical and satisfactory use
of the water the supply should be equal throughout the summer

aSee Fifth Biennial Report of the State Engineer of Colorado, p.43; Bulletin No. 55, Colorado
Agricultural Experiment Station; Twentieth Annual Report, U. 8. Geologica) Survey, Part V, and
reports of the Forestry Division of the Department of Agriculture.

IRR T4—02 2
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season. Usually more water is needed in the latter part of May and
in early June than would be required in any other month; that is to
say, the duty of water—the area of land that may b~ served by a
given quantity of water—is least in May and June, and increases rap-
idly toward the end of the season, so that it would hs a mistake to
suppose that if, for example, 100 cubic féet per second were required
for a given area at the time when most water was neeced, that provi-
sion must also be made for a flow of 100 cubic feet per second regu-
larly throughout the remainder of the so-called irrigation season.
Such a run of water at a time when little of it was being used could
not do otherwise than cause great damage by washing away the soil
and making swamps of the lowlands. The amount of water used at
various seasons will depend largely on the kind of crop-~ raised and on
the nature of the season. This phase of the irrigation problem is
being studied by the Agricultural Department, and a number of bul-
letins and papers have already been written on thix subject,” as well
as on loss of water by seepage and evaporation.? It is therefore suffi-
cient here to call attention to the facts that when the run-off is the
greatest the use of water is also generally the greatest, and that the
amount of water required diminishes somewhat as the normal supply
itself diminishes, only less rapidly; so that the most economical use
of the water of a given stream is obtained when all the land along
that stream is cultivated that can be supplied with water directly from
the stream itself for about two months of the year, the balance of the
supply being stored from waters that would otherwise have gone to
waste during the high stages, and the amount of land cultivated being
so regulated that practically all of the water is used.

On streams where there is no flow normally, as is usually the case
with the streams of the plains, the supply consisting slmost entirely
of a discharge lasting a few hours only during and af‘er storms, the
situation is, of course, different. If all of the water of such streams
can be stored in reservoirs, it may be drawn off gradually and used
for irrigation. The chief difficulties in such cases are that the water
usually comes down in great quantities very heavily laden with silt,
so that it is almost impracticable to construct canals that will carry it
without either erosion or filling, and that reservoirs constructed in the
beds of such streams usually fill with sediment very quickly. Some-
times, however, a stream is so fortunate in its situation and regimen

aBulletins of the U. 8. Department of Agriculture, Office of Experiment Stotions, Nos. 73, 81, and
86, and Bulletin No. 22 of the Agricultural Experiment Station at Fort Collins, Colo., and U. 8.
Geological Survey Annual Reports as follows (see indices of same, under Duty of Water): Tenth,
Part II; Eleventh, Part II; Twelfth, Part II: Thirteenth, Part III; and Fifth Stete Engineer’s Report,
p. 46; Sixth, p. 67; Seventh, p. 7; Eighth, p. 20: Ninth, pp. 17, 51, and 59. Also Report on Agricul-
ture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 95.

bBulletins Nos, 45 and 48, Agricultural Experiment Station, Fort Collins, Colo., and U. S. Geolog-
ical Survey Annual Reports as follows (see indices of same, under Evaporation): Eleventh, Part IT;
Twelfth, Part II; Thirteenth, Part III; Fonrteenth, Part II; Twentieth, Part II; also Bulletin No. 140.
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that a considerable portion of its water may be drawn away from the
channel in which it flows and diverted to some adjacent reservoir site.
The chief differences, therefore, between a mountain or perennial |
stream and one flowing on the plains are that irrigation may be prac-
ticed from the first by water taken directly from the stream, while the
water from the second must be stored before it can be used, and that
the water of one is comparatively clear, while that of the other is
inordinately filled with silt.

The storage of surplus water is a great problem in itself. In many
localities where there is plenty of water that is going to waste no sat-
isfactory reservoir sites are available; on the other hand, many of the
best reservoir sites of the State are in localities where it is difficult to
get water to them from the natural streams. Few people, compara-
tively speaking, realize how large a reservoir must be to supply any
considerable amount of land with water for irrigation. Tlose who
have reservoir propositions in view should bear in mind th~t where
land is to be irrigated entirely by means of the water stored in a res-
ervoir it will, making all necessary allowances, take approxinmately
2 acre-feet—that is, 2 acres covered with water 1 foot deep, or, what
amounts to the same thing, 1 acre eovered with water 2 feet deep—
to irrigate a single acre of land for a season; so that to irrigate 1,000
acres of land would require a reservoir, let us say, covering an area
of 100 acres 20 feet deep, if all the water is to be derived from this
source and none directly from the stream. This suggestion is made
for the reason that persons often recommend the examination of a
reservoir site which they say would store water for 4 whole town-
ship, whereas in reality it would furnish little more than enough for
stock use for a good-sized cattle ranch. That there are many avail-
able reservoir sites, however, throughout the State, is beyond ques-
tion, and information and data concerning such sites is always gladly
received. A few of the more important sites already examined will
be mentioned from time to time in this paper.

WINTER DISCHARGE. ~

In compiling the tables given hereafter the records for tl'o winter
months have usually been accepted as furnished by the observers. It
is, however, unsafe to trust these records unreservedly, for in nearly
all of our mountain streams ice gorges are constantly being formed in
winter, changing the velocity of the current and the gage height
recorded by the observer without materially changing the discharge
of the stream. It is often safer to strike an average between the
November flow and the flow of about the middle of March or the first
of April following than to trust to the apparent discharge as derived
from the observations. For this reason the winter discharge has been
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omitted from a number of stations where the figures if given would
have been absolutely misleading; they are retained, however, in a few
stations, and where any false impression might arise from the figures
given, attention is called to that fact in & footnote.

EXPLANATION OF TABLES.

In general the tables given in this paper are summ-rized from all
available data. For stations where records exist for from one to three
years only the discharge is given for each year individually, but for
stations where records have been maintained for four or more years
the average discharge is usually given for each montl during which
the record was kept and these averages are again averaged, giving ¢
normal discharge for each month as computed for that month of each
year during which records were kept, these being again averaged for
a normal year or that portion of the year covered by the records.
The discharge in second feet per square mile given in the vertical col-
umns in these tables is the amount corresponding to the average flow
for the same months or periods, the depth in inches being derived
directly from the flow in second feet per square mile and correspond-
ing thereto. The discharge for that portion of each yvear covered by
the record, or for the whole year, as the case may be, is averaged and
placed below the record for that year. The number of acre-feet given
is in each case the corresponding amount for the period covered. The
number of second-feet per square mile is derived from the average flow
for the period covered, and the depth of run-off in inches is derived
from them, usually for a thirty-day period, but at time: for the entire
year or for the entire period covered, the variations being mentioned
in the accompanying footnote in each case. It is believed that the
footnote accompanying each table is sufficient for further explanation
of the table. '

IRRIGATION SYSTEM.

As has already been mentioned, the State of Colorado is divided
into six irrigation divisions, each comprising a considerable portion
of the State, drained usually by a single stream and its tributaries,
these divisions being in their turn divided into districts (see PL 1),
as will be more fully described later.«

The six divisions are as follows: Division No. I, or South Platte
River; No. II, or Arkansas River; No. III, or Rio Grande; No. 1V,
or San Juan River; No. V, or Grand River; No. VI, or Green River;
each consisting in general of the territory drained by the stream
(with its tributaries) from which the division takes its name.

aBulletins Nos, 58, 60, and 73, Office of Experiment Stations, U. 8. Department of Agriculture,
Water-Supply and Irrigation Paper No. 9, U, S. Geological Survey, and reports of the State Engineers
of Colorado,
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SOUTH PLATTE DIVISION.
DRAINAGE.

Division No. I, or South Platte River division,? consists of the terri-
tory drained by South Platte River and its tributaries, but includes also
North Park, drained by the North Platte and its tributaries, in which
are located water districts Nos. 46, 47, and.48. Water district No. 65
is also included, which covers the territory within the northern half
of the Kansas River Basin in Colorado drained by Frenchmar Creek,
the North Fork of the Republican, and the Arikaree. The two latter
streams, however, in distriet No. 65, are of little importance, so far
as irrigation in Colorado is concerned, as they head too near the east-
ern border of the State and carry too small amounts of water to be of
much value.” The country drained hy these streams varies in altitude
from about 5,000 down to 3,800 feet above sea level. This area is what
has been known in the past as the rain-belt country, and for some years
there was a general helief that farming could he practiced success-
fully in that region without irrigation, but such farming has not been
found to be profitable, and agriculture in that section hereafter will
be generally limited to small tracts that can be irrigated, either directly
from the streams or by means of storage. In some cases artesian
wells produce a flow sufficient for stock use and for the cultivation of
small patches of ground. No gaging stations have been established
upon any of these streams.

The streams of North Park are of more importance. Dist-ict No.
46 consists of the territory drained by the North Platte proper in
Colorado as far down as its junction with Middle Fork. No. 47 con-
sists of the territory drained by the Middle Fork and its tributaries
and the North Platte below its junction with Middle Fork. No. 48
consists of the drainage basin of the Laramie and its tributaries.
The territory comprising North Park is in general a rolling, more or
less timbered country, with numerous small streams flowing through
it. The principal industry is stock raising, crop raising being limited
to hay and grain. Little irrigation is practiced, this being limited
principally to hay meadows. On the Laramie, however, a com-
plication arises from the fact that a canal, called Skyline canal,
takes a considerable portion of the upper tributaries across the divide
into the drainage of the South Platte River, taking water away from
the State of Wyoming and using it in the drainage basin of the South

Platte.c No measurements are made in Colorado upon the tributaries

aState Engineers’ Reports: Second, p. 26; fourth, pp. 35 and 46: fifth, p. 63, and sixth, p. 67. For
details concerning the different districts, see the Biennial Reports of State Engineers; alsn Report on
Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 94 et seq.

b8ee list of miscellaneous measurements, page 69.

cSee Hayden’s Reports; also Nineteenth Annual Report U. S. Geological Survey, Part IV, p. 300;
Twentieth Annual Report, Part IV, p. 393; Water-Supply and Irrigation Paper No. 9, p.42. Also
Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 97, ete. M
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of the North Platte, but a station has been maintained for some years
upon the Laramie at Woods, in Wyoming, a few miles north of the
State line, and the results,of these measurements are given in the
table for the Laramie at that point (page 60).

The South Platte River itself rises in South Park and flows in a
generally northeasterly direction to the northeast corner of the State,
which it leaves at a point a short distance helow Julesburg. The
drainage basin has been so fully described in previousr reports and
irrigation papers that only a brief deseription’is necessary, the reader
being referred to thosealready printed.« In general, the western side
of the division is very mountainons, the main stream itself and all the
tributaries of that section issning from high mountains through deep
canyons, many of them, however, draining parks at the headwaters,
where stock raising and some cultivation of hay is earried on. From
the castern slope of the foothills to the eastern houndary of the State
the country is of the plains character, and the streams draining this
section are torrential in their nature. The normal flovr throughout
this entire division js claimed and nsed for irrigation, but in the high
stages of the streams and in the winter season a great deal of water
goes to waste which might be stored in suitable reservoirs.

The water districts now included in this division are Nos. 28,2 8,¢ 2,4
1,° and 64,¢ on the South Platte River; No. 9,7 comprising the terri-
tory drained by Bear Creek; No. 7,9 by Clear Creek; No. 6,% by
Boulder Creek; No. 5,% hy St. Vrain Creek; No. 4,’ by Big Thompson
Creek; No. 3,7 by Cache la Poudre River; Nos. 46, 47, and 48,7 by
tributaries of North Platte River; and No. 65 by tributaries of
Kansas River, the latter district being more properly outside of the
South Platte River division, although legally a part of it.

STREAM MEASUREMENTS.

The following stations have been maintained for a greater or less
time in or near the South Platte division: Cheesman Lake, Platte Can-
yon, Denver, and Orchard on South Platte River; Morrison, on Bear

alee U, S. Geological and Geographical Survey Terr., Hayden, 1875 and 1876. Annual Reports
U. 8. Geological Survey: Tenth, I'art 11, p. 69; Thirteenth, Part Il1I, p. 82; Sixteenth, Part II, p. 542;
Eighteenth, Part IV, p. 159; Nineteenth, Part IV, p. 311; Twentieth, Part IV, r. 277; Twenty-first,
Part IV, p. 200. Also Bulletins No. 131, p. 30, and No. 140, p. 102; Water-Supply anl Irrigation Paper
No. 37, p. 221; No. 49, p. 278, and Tenth Biennial Report State Engineer of Colorado, p. 246.

b Fifth Biennial Report, Part IT, PI1, 1.

¢Ibid., Pl. VII; also Seventh Biennial Report.

aIbid., Pl ITI: also Seventh.

eIbid., PL I[; also Seventh.

fIbid., PL VIII; also Seventh.

gIbid., P1. VI; also Seventh.

kIbid., PL \; also Seventh.

7Ibid., PL. IV.

JNos. 46, 47. 48, and 65 have not been mapped.
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Creek; Forkscreek, on Clear Creek; Marshall, on South Boulder Creek;
Boulder, on Boulder Creek; Lyons, on St. Vrain Creek; Arkins, on
Big Thompson Creek; Fort Collins, on Cache la Poudre; and Woods
in Wyoming, on Laramie River.

The waters of this division are used in all the different ways pre-
viously mentioned. In South Park and in the foothills along the east
front of the Rocky Mountains water is being extensively stored for
domestic use. In the mountains and in places where the fall is great
the water is used for the development of power and also for placer
mining. After leaving the mountains it is used for irrigstion, and
already it is being stored extensively for use late in the irrigation
season, this being especially true of the territory along the Big
Thompson and Cache la Poudre. Cheesman Lake and some of the
other reservoirs of the upper portion of the Platte have already bheen
described,? as have also a number of those of northern Colorado.?
There are undoubtedly enough reservoir sites along the South Platte
and its tributaries to store all the water that now goes to vaste. A
number of these on the plains through which the river flows between
Greeley and Julesburg are now under consideration.

SOUTH PLATTE RIVER AT CHEESMAN LAKE.

This station has been maintained by the Denver Union Weater Com-
pany for the purpose of determining the discharge of the South Platte
at that point with reference to the construction of a large reservoir
for the purpose of providing a suflicient domestic water supply for the
city of Denver and of developing power to be transmitted from the
lake to various points below. The dam is to be of solid masonry, 217
feet in height, and is already well under way (see PL I1I). The lake
when full will be about 7 miles in length, and the capacity will be
probably not less than 4,000,000,000 cubic feet. The same company
has other large reservoirs at points lower down, but none of equal
magnitude with this.c

The records are given for only two years. Those for 1899 are
approximate, but those for 1900 have been carefully compiled and are
very reliable. They are furnished through the courtesy of I1r. C. L.
Harrison, chief engineer of the Denver Union Water Company.?

«House Doc. No. 141, Fifty-fifth Congress, second session, H. M. Chittenden's Report; Water-Sup-
ply and Irrigation Paper No. 87, p. 221; Twenty-First Annual Report U. 8. Geol. Survey, Part IV, fig.
192; Tenth Biennial Report of State Engineer, p. 247,

bWater-Supply and Irrigation Paper No, 9, and Chittenden’s Report above mentionec.

¢ See Chittenden’s Report above mentioned, this reservoir being there called the * South Platte
site.”

dFor more detailed information cencerning this station see Tenth Biennial Report of the State
Engineer of Colorado, p. 248; Water-Supply and Irrigation Paper No. 37, pp. 222-223; No. 39, p. 447,
and No. 49, p. 280.



24 WATER RESOURCES OF COLORADO. (0. 74,
Estimated monthly discharge of South Platte River at Cheesinan Lake.
[Drainage area, 1,677 square miles.]
Discharge in second-feet. Run-off,
Total in acre- | gecond-
o Muxi | Mint | gy |G| deetper | Do n
‘ mile. -
1899. |
August ..ol 902 170 354 21,767 | 0.21 0.24
Septembere ... ... .... 198 105 149 8,926 .09 .10
October@. ... .......... 155 34 92 5, 657 .05 .08
Novembera. ... .._.._. 171 55 125 7,438 .07 .08
December .. ........... 112 44 70 4, 304 .04 .04
Last 5 months of o
theyear ...... . ... ... ... .. 158 48, 092 09 .52
1900. I N T
January ................ 27 23 26 1,599 .02 .02
February b ... ... ... .. 27 27 27 1, 553 .02 .02
Mareh, . ... ... ... 103 27 80 4,919 .05 .06
April. ..o oooL... 547 92 254 15,114 .15 .17
May - i 1,540 562 1,038 63, 824 .62 .71
June ... ... ... 1,945 550 1, 204 71, 643 .72 .80
July ool 522 40 208 12,789 .12 L14
August .. ... .ol 126 58 88 5,410 .05 .06
September.._ ... ... 103 63 79 4, 701 .05 .06
Qctober ... ........... 155 39 84 5,165 .05 .08
November.............. 90 37 69 1,106 .04 .04
December ... .__.... 67 18 33 1, 964 .02 .02
Theyear .. . ... | .. .. |........ L @ 266 192, 787 .15 2.16
a Average. b Estimated in part.

List of discharge measurements made on. South Platte River at Cheesman Luke.
[Hydrographer, J A. Runner.]

Date h(g%gﬁt. c}girsé& Remarks.
1899, Feet. 1 Sec.-ft.
July 81 ... 3.62 ‘\ 806 | All gagings are made by floats.
September 8 .. ... ... . ........ 145 184 '
October 8. . ... 123 9
November 19 ... ... ... .._.... 1.30 ! 107
Decemberb. ... . ... .. 1.24 } 97

List of discharge measurements made on Goose

Creek at Cheesman Lake.

[Hydrographer, J. A. Runner.]

Date Hetght, | chatge. Remar'ts.
1899. Feet. Sec.-ft
September 8 .. ... .. ... ... 0.95 24 | All gagings made by floats.
October 8. ... .. ... ........ .84 10
November19.... ... ............ .72 8
December 3. ... ... .. .76 9
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SOUTH PLATTE RIVER AT PLATTE CANYON.

Records have heen kept for a number of years of the discharge of
South Platte River at a point a short distance above where it de-
bouches from the mountainous area into the plains. The station was
located first at Deansbury, but was later removed to a point about 3
miles downstream, near the pumping station of the Denver Union
Water Company. The records for both stations are given in one
table, as they are practically the same, no water being used along this
section except what is taken out by the Denver Union Water Company
at its head gate, which amount would be approximately compensated
by the inflow during the same distance. The station is of importance,
as it gives the discharge of the river just above the point where it
begins to be used on a large scale for irrigation, and is, therefore, of
great value in determining the amount available for storage and the
percentage of run-off from the territory above. The situation is
complicated, however, as has been previously suggested, by the fact
that some irrigation is practiced in South Park, for which reason an
estimate of the percentage of run-off based upon this record would
necessarily be too small. The irrigation ditches of South Park,
although small in size, are many in number, and the aggregate of
water thus used is considerable. At a point about a mile below the
gaging station the first large canal, the Northern Colorado Irrigation
Company’s canal,® is taken out by means of a diverting dam con-
structed across the viver and a tunnel cut through a spur of the canyon
wall. The physical conditions at the station are not favorable to
extremely accurate measurements, for the channel is filled with bowl-
ders and the current is very rapid. The stream bed is not, however,
subject to great change, and for this reason the station has heen main-
tained. Gagings must necessarily be made from a bridge or cable,
owning to the depth and velocity of the water. The bhanks are so
high that there is little danger of overflow.?

aSee Twenty-first Annual Report U, 8. Geological Survey, Part IV, p. 200; also, Report on Agricul-
ture by Irmgation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, pp. 101 and 109.

b Biennial Reports of the State Engineers of Colorado: Fourth, Part I, p. 63, and Part II. Pl. XVII;
Fifth, Part I, pp. 19 and 24, and Part II, Pl. XI; Sixth, pp. 19 and 26; Eighth, pp. 412 to 419; Ninth,
pp 328 and 329; Tenth, pp. 252 to 265. Annual Reports U. S. Geological Survey: Eighteenth, Part IV,
p. 1569; Nineteenth, Part IV, p. 311; Twentieth, Part IV, p. 280; Twenty-first, Part IV, p. 201. Also,
Bulletin U, 8. Geological Survey No. 140, p. 103, and Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 11, p. 52;
No 15, p. 87; No. 37, p. 224, No. 39, p. 448, and No. 49, p. 280. Also, Report on Agriculture by Irriga-
tion, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, pp. 101, 109, 114, and 125.
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Maximum and minimum discharge and average run-off of South Platte Piver al Deans-
bury and Platte Canyon for that portion of each year covered by records.

Discharge. Run-off.

Year. Minimum. Maximum. Second-

o Depthin | feet per

inches, square

Date. Amount. Date. Amount. mile,
e [—
Sec.-ft. See.-ft.

1887 . e Sept. — 95 | June — 785 0.93 0.12
1888 ... Oct. — 210 | July — 670 .70 .15
1889, .. ..., Sept. 6 92 | May 21 788 N .11
1890 ... Oct. 30 112 | July 13 875 .98 L14
1891, oLl Apr. b 121 | June 9 1,495 | 1.87 .24
1892 ... QOct. 8 270 | June 26 962 1.09 .21
1895 . .ii.. Dec. 26 92 ' Nov. 19 311 .12 .08
1896 .. . ... Jan. 25 90 ‘ Apr. 28 983 1.22 .09
1897 Jan. 28 67 | June 1 1, 550 1.15 .17
1899, ... ..., Dee. 5 10 | June 20 2,175 2.16 .21
1900. ... ... Feb. 14 41 | June 1 2, 745 1.36 .27

Discharge measurements made on South Platte River at Deunsbury and Platte Cunyon.

Date. Hydrographer. ll(ggigglft, oh]iil;e. ’ Remarks,
\
|-

1895. ( Feet., ] Sec.-ft. ‘
Nov. 30 | L.R.Hope......._... Loy | 197 1 At Deansbury, station No. 1.
Dec. 1 |..... do oo 3.20 102 ‘ Do.
Dec. 7 |..... do ... | 3.60| 160  Do.
Dec. 8| ... Ao el ' s.65| 166 Do.
Dec. 14 |..... Ao e 3.80 183 | Do.
Dec. 20 l.....do ooeiiiii.e. 3.35 | 135 ) Do.

1896. '/ |
Jan. 12 | L.R.Hope........... 3.05{ 94| Do
Jan. 18 |.__ do ..o ..., 3.05 | 94 Do.
Jan. 27 |..... do ... 2.90 , 90 Do.
Feb., 4 |..... do oo, 3.18 116 Do.
Feb. 11 |..... do .o 3.10 1 101 Do.
Feb. 19 |..... do oL | 2.97 91 Do.
Feb, 23 |..... do ool | 3.42 144 Do.
Mar. 18 (.._.. do oL 3.07 97 Do.
Mar. 20 |..__. Ao o 3.75 184 Do.
Mar. 30'|..... Ao el 5.15 | 3712 Do.
Apr. 2..... AO e 14.30 ¢ 259 Do.
Apr. 13| ... do e 4.8 1 329 Do.
May 3 |..... do oL 2.70 | 557 | At Deansbury, station No. 2.
May 26 |..... [ (s R, 2.55 485 Do.
June 9 |..... A0 e 1.90 | 314 Do.
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Discharge measurements made on South Platte River at Deansbury and Platte Canyon—

Continued.
Date. ! Hydrographer. | h%?gghet. chrgrige. ‘} Remarks.
|

1896. ‘ Feet, See, ft \
June 14 \ L.R.Hope......._... 1.44 235 At Deansbury, station No. 2.
July 6 .....do.............. fLe0 138 | Do.
July 24 |..... do .o.....l. 1.66 289 Do.
Aug. 14 [oeee.do oiiiill. N & 125 Do.
Aug. 25 |..... do ..ol 1.30 205 Do.
Sept. 28 [..... do.............. 1.50 239 Do.
Oct. 10 ..... do oo, L1142 23] . Do.
Oct. 20 ... do ool 1,23 193 Do.
Oct. 31 |..... A0 il o33 212 Do.
Nov. 10 |..... A0 o : 127 201 Do.

1897. 1
Jan. 8 | L.R.Hope........__. ‘ 2,75 79 | At Deansbury, station No. 1.
Jan. 16 |..... do ool | 2.68 85 Do.
Jan. 22 ... [ T ‘ 2.56 68 Do.
Jan. 81 |..... do ... . 2,33 56 Do.
Feb. 17 ... do ..ol L 2,58 2 Do..
Mar. 1]..... do e N 90 | Do.
Mar, 11 |..... do.............. 2,82 103 Do.
Mar. 20 |..... do ..ol 2.7 92 Do.
Mar. 27 j..... do .ooo..o. 3.40 165 Do.
Apr. 8 |..... do .ol 417 261 Do.
Apr. 17 |..... do ...l 4,70 343 Do.
Apr. 22 ... do ... 5. 80 511 | Do.
Apr. 8 |..... do ...l .. Le7 261 . At Deansbury, stetion No. 2.
Apr. 17 |..... do el Co9.02 343 Do.
Apr. 22 |.___. do ool } 2.62 511 Do.
Apr. 8 |..... do oooiiiiiiiL L 3.05 64~ Do.
Apr. 9 [.io.ido ciiiieii Y8.50 831 Do.
May 25 |..... do oLl ‘ 4.156 | 1,006 Do.
June 10 |...._. do ...l 3.85 985 Do.
July 1 |eeeido coeeeiiein.. \ 3.15 678 Do

1899. I
Apr. 14 | J.E.Field .._...__._. " 1.80 559 Do.
May 8| A.L.Fellows ....._.. © 150 500 Do.
June 10 |..... A0 oo 2900 1,127 Do.
July 28 |..... A0 o 1.80 633 Do.
Oct. 4 |ooooedo-coiiioiiiio. .10 146 Do.

1900.
Mar. 5 A.L.Fellows ..._.... - .40 87 Do.
Apr. 18 |..._. dO ceiiiia.. 1.55 467 Do.
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SOUTH PLATTE RIVER AT DENVER.

Attempts have been made at different times to establish and main-
tain stations at a number of points in the vicinity of Denver, but the
only one that has proved of sufficient value to be kept up is the one
located at the Fifteenth street bridge, about 1 mile below the post-
office. The location is favorable in some respects, as it is just below
the mouth of Cherry Creek, upon which the Castlewood d~m (see PL
1II) is situated, the junction of Cherry Creek and the South Platte
marking the end of district No. 8 and the beginning of disfrict No. 2.
It is, moreover, as favorable a location with reference to channel and
banks as can be found anywhere below the point at whicl the river
strikes the sandy plains, where it becomes broad and shallow, with a
changeable and shifting bottom. Owing, however, to its being located
so near the mouth of Cherry Creek, considerable difficulty is expe-
rienced through a deposition of bars of sand and gravel, sometimes
along the left bank of the river and again along the right bank, so
that occasional changes in gage rods and frequent changss in rating
tables are necessary. Measurements at this point are necessarily
made as often as possible. ' .

The station is principally valuable as giving information concerning
the discharge at the head of irrigation distriet No. 2, so that the
division of water among consumers may be regulated by the water
commissioner with greater facility. Measurements are made from
the bridge, except at low water, when they may be made by wading.®

aFor more detailed information concerning this station see Biennial Reports of State Engineers
of Colorado: Fifth, Part I, p. 26, PartI1, pl. 12; Sixth, p. 19; Eighth, p. 420; Ninth, p. 330; Tenth,
P,256. Annual Reports U. 8, Geological Survey: Eighteenth, Part IV, p. 162; Nineteenth, Part IV,
p. 313: Twentieth, Part IV, p. 279; Twenty-first, Part IV, p. 201. Bulletin U. 8. Geological Survey
No. 140, p. 104. Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 11, p. 53; No. 15, p. 83; Na. 27, pp. 81, 86, 89;
No. 37, p. 225; No. 39, p. 448; and No. 49, p. 281. Also Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh
Census, by F. H. Newell, pp. 101, 109, 114,
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Muximom and minimum discharge und total run-off of South Platle River at Denver for
that portion of each year covered by records.

i Discharge. Run-off.
Year. Minimum. Maximuam. Second-
Depth in | feet per
. inches, stquare
Date. Amount. Date. Amount. mile.
Sec.-ft. Sec.-ft.
1896, .. Dec. 23 108 | Ang. 2 1,945 1.19 0.14
1896, caeiiis oo Oct. 27 | July 25 758 | .62 .05
1897 oo Feb. 13 16 | Aug. 5 2, 458 1.426 L1056
1898 oo, Dec. 2 50 | May 28 2,308 | 1.B 12
1899, ... . ...l Jan., 22 42 | Aug. 5 1,422 1. 257 . 093
1900, o ooeeeene .. Oct. 7 51 | Apr. 29 5,510 | 2,92 .22
Discharge measurements made on South Platte River at Denver.
Date. Hydfographer. hgizfiﬂi‘:. ('hI;irSg;e.
1895. | Feet. See.feet.
May 7| P.J.Preston ... ... eaaan Leaio - 168
July 23 | F.Cogswell ................ e | 540 1,490
Aug. 7| P Preston ... 4. 60 876
Aug. 22 |____. A0 oo e 3.90 447
Nov. 9| .... 5 15 4. 30 430
Nov. 29 |.___. 6 1 T 3. 90 303
1896.
Jan. 6 | P.J. Preston ...... L e e e e e 3.60 183
Apr. 8 |..... QO o e 4. 50 235
May 29 |..... do ....... e e e e 4. 90 304
July 1 |..... 1 T +.33 107
July 25 |..... % o YN 6.10 1,316
Aug. 5 |..... QO e .35 125
Aug. 26 | R.A.Summner . ... eiiiiiaaaaao. 4. 80 83
Sept. 11 | F.Cogswell .. .. ... e 5.10 163
Oct. 30 P.J. Preston.. ... . ... ... il . 4.70 93
Nov. 9 |..... QO e ) 100
1897. !
Jan, 16 | P.J.Preston . ... i ' 4.70 98
Apr. 15 | F.Cogswell ... ... . .. ....... 5.3b 385
May 1..... G o 5.70 595
May 25 |..... < 1 J NI 5. 85 778
June 4 [..... 6 1o J I 6. 45 1,311
June 15 |..... 6 Lo J AN 6.75 1,406
July 13 |..... QO e 5.60 687
Aug. 5 ..... s o T 7.45 1,849
Aug. 20 |.__.. T 5.55 473
Sept. 6 |-..-- O oo i PP 1.95 116
Oct. 111..... QO .+ ot e J.ro 413
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Discharge meusurements made on South Platte River «t Denver—Continued.

Date. Hydrographer. hﬁ;‘gg}ft_ ch]tjlirs;‘,;e.
1898. N Feet, See.-ft.
Apr. 21 | ALL.Fellows - .. .. ‘ 5. 90 564-
July 6 |-.... Ao o iiiiiiiia.. ! 6.10 443
Sept. 2 |l o dO L I 5.50 195
Oct. 8 |..... O - e o500 90
Oct. 29 | F.Cogswell ... . i 5.32 234

1839. j
Apr. 12 ] A L. Fellows Lo i 6. 00 422
May 11 |..... L8 z 6.03 355
June 12 |..._. 8 | 6.20 764
July 27 ... Ao i 5.32 213
Aug. 4 |..... R 1 6.93 1, 200
Sept. 6 [..... QO e K. 95 288
Oct. 5 |..... A0 e 510 100
1900.
Mar. 6| A . L.Fellows ... .. ..... 5. 50 244
Apr. 12 |..__. & 5.90 377
Apr. 16 |._.... Ao oo . S 7,24 1,439
Apr. 20 |..... dO ol 7.10 1,395
Apr. 23 |..... 5 o 8.32 3,516
June 11 |..... A0 e 8.50 3,270
July 25 1.._.. do i 5. 45 257
Aug. T |..... Ao oo, S, 5. 56 285
Aug. 29 ... QO e 4.90 20
Oct. 20} ReW.Hawley ... . . ... ... ... ...... 5.50 226
Oct. 22| ___. QO o e 5. 30 161

SOUTH PLATTE RIVER AT ORCHARD.

This station was established November 20, 1895, for the purpose of
furnishing data relative to the flow of South Platte River in the winter
montbsand during flood stages, but later was maintained throughout
the entire year for the purpose of determining the total discharge.
It is situated some distance below all the mountain drainage of the
stream and below the territory in which there is the greatest return
from seepage. For three years the rod was located in a bend of the
river ahout one-fourth of a mile southwest of the railroad station at’
Orchard, but later a new rod was placed at the wagon bridge south of
the town, and since that time readings have been taken at the latter
point, for the reason that it was necessary to make the gagings from
the wagon bridge at times of high water. The channel throughout
this entire region is broad and shallow, the bottom being sandy and
shifting, rendering frequent changes in the rating tables necessary.
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The investigations at this point have demonstrated that grest amounts
of water. go to waste, and private capital has been enlisted for the
constiuction of the reservoirs of the South Platte Land, Reservoir
and Irrigation Company in the vicinity of Orchard. The reservoirs
of this company consist of natural basins located in the plains on each
- side of the river, all water being diverted from the river to the reser-
voir sites by means of large canals.¢

a For more detailed information concerning this station see Biennial Reports of State Engineers of
Colorado: Eighth, p. 426; Ninth, p. 333; Tenth, p. 261. Also publications U. 8. Geological Survey:
Eighteenth Annual Report, Part 1V, p. 166; Nineteenth, Part 1V, p. 315; Twentieth, Part 1V, p. 203;
Twenty-first, Part IV, p. 203; Bulletin No, 140, p. 112; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers No. 11, p.
53; No. 15, p. 89; No. 27, pp. 84, 86, and 89; No. 37, p. 226; No. 39, p. 418, and No. 49, p. 2¢2. Also Report
on Agrieulture by Irrigation, Eleventh Clensus, pp. 122 and 132, .

IRR T4—02——3
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Mazimum and minimum discharge und average run-off of South Platte River at Orchard
Jor that portion of each year covered by records.

Discharge. R m-off.

Year. Minimum. Maxinum. Second-

Depth in | feet per

inches square

Date. Amount. Date. Amount. mile.
Sec.ft. Sec.-ft.

1895, . ... Nov. 22 818 | Dec. 11{ * 1,031 0.095 0.07

1896 ... ......... Dec. 27 2183 | Jan. 9 960 . 226 .06
1897, ... July 8 39 | June 14 5,160 . 851 . 064

1898 ... Apr. 28 10 | May 29 3,214 .90 .07

1899.. . ... June 12 10 | Feb. 27 3, 966 1.56 .11

1900. ... ... Aug. 16 113 | May 2 11,159 2.16 .16

Discharge measurements made on South Platte River at Orchard.

Date. Hydrographer. lgilgg}‘it. C}}éi;!ée.
1895. Feet, See.-ft,
Nov. 20 P.J. Preston - .. ... ... e 4. 00. 829
Dec. 27 |..... 18 T T 3.¢3 667

1896.
Feb. 19 H.A.Sumner . ... ... e 3.¢8 669
Oct. 22 | P.J. Preston - ... .. . 3.20 240
Dee. 12 ... QO oo e 4. 55 550
1897.
Jan. 18 | P.J. Preston ... ... 4. 14 377
May 28 | L.R.HOpe -......oeoieeou .. s 5.00 1,921
June 20 | R. & Sumner-. ... 4. €8 1,926
June 27 ... 1S 3.20 504
July 25 |..... Ao e 3.60 524
Sept. 13 [..... dO L. 2.F0 86
Nov. 9 |..... & 1 Y 1. 40 1,299
1898.
Apr. 24 | AL L. Fellows . ... .. ... 2.20 71
May 30 |..... QO - 4. €0 3,214
July 9 ..., dO o 2.25 32
Aug. 9 |..... QO e e 2.25 36
Nov. 6| F.Cogswell .. .. .. .. .. 2,80 302
Nov. 17 |..... & 1 T 3.15 491
1899.
Apr. 14 | AL Fellows - ..ot e e 3.20 1, 258
May 27 |..... dO e e 2.8 158
Sept. 12 |..... 1 R 2.05 57
Nov. 3| M.D.Williams......_ ...t 2. 60 614
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Discharge measurements made on South Plutte River, at Orchard—Continued.

Date. Hydrographer, hg?gg}ft. ch%fé ..
1900. Feef. See.+ft.
Mar. 7| A L. Fellows ... ... .. . ..... 2.85 668
Apr. 21 |..... & (o 5. 60 4,674
July 23 |..... 6 1.35 156
Oct. 27 | R.W.Hawley ... . ... 2.70, 324

SOUTH PLATTE RIVER AT JULESBURG.

Although no station has been regularly maintained at this point, a
number of measurements, which are given in the table below, have
been made here at different times. The location is iriportant from
the fact that it is near the line between Colorado and Nebraska, so
that discharge measurements at this point indicate the flow from the
one State into the other. The channel is broad and shallow, the bottom
being sandy and shifting. A gage rod was fastened to the wagon
bridge 1 mile southeast of Julesburg in the spring of 1900, but no
records were kept. Measurements may be made either from the
wagon bridge or at low water by wading. The majority of the gagings
at this point Were made by employees of the State engineer’s office
in connection with the annual seepage measurements of the South
Platte River.®

Discharge measurements made on Svuth Platte River, at Julesburg.

[Altitude 3,560 feet.]

Date. 13?5&. ch];g{-e.

Fect. Sec.-ft.
November 5, 1891 . . e reeeeeeeeeaaeana|anenaan 43
November 4, 18 . e eea|aaaas 2
November 14, 1805 L . i icicceee]eeeaaaan 586
September 4, 1899, ... 2
November 12,1899 .. _.._.. PP I 487
March 8, 1900. . .o e eeeaaan 2.10 2,291
November 2, 1900 . . .. .. 76

BEAR CREEK AT MORRIRON.

Bear Creek is the first important tributary received by South Platte
River after it leaves the mountains. Information concerning the dis-
charge of this stream is important, as it supplies a large proportion of
the water furnished to Denver by the Denver Union Water Company,

aSee also Tenth Biennial Report of the State of Colorado, p. 2656. Also Report on Agriculture by
Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 131
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_storage reservoirs having been provided for this purpose in Marston
and Harriman lakes. Nearly the entire flow of this stream is used for
the water supply of Denver and for irrigation, there being a scarcity
of water along the stream except for the earliest priorities during a
large portion of almost every irrigation season. Like all mountain
streams, it is subject to sudden and violent rises from sharp and severe
storms at its headwaters.®

The station was located for some years about the center of the town
of Morrison, but in the spring of 1899 it was moved to a point just
above Morrison, at the headgate of the Denver Union Water Com-
pany’s pipe line. The conditions have generally been rather unfavor-
able to correctness of measurements, as the channel is somewhat
changeable, being made up of loose howlders, and at the dam where
the water is diverted into the pipe line gravel bars have formed, chang-
ing the natural conditions. Measurements have been made by wading,
excepting at the highest stages of the water, when they I~ve been
made from the wagon bridge just ahove the town of Morriscn.?

aFor full description see Hayden's Report 0{1.’575, . 432

b For further details concerning this station see Biennial Reports of State Engineers of Colorado:
Fourth, Part I, p. 64, and Part 1I, Pl. XX Fifth, Part I, p. 30, and Part 11, Pl, XIV; Sixth, pp. 20
and 31; Eighth, p. 464; Ninth, p. 336; Tenth, pp. 223 and 266. Publications U. S. Geol gical Survey:
Eighteenth Annual Report, Part IV, p. 167; Nineteenth, Part IV, p, 317; Twentieth, Part IV, p. 284;
Twenty-first, Part IV, p. 204; Bulletin No, 140, p. 106; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 11, p.
54, No. 15, p. 90; No. 27, pp. 81 and 86; No. 37, p. 227; No. 39, p. 448, and No. 49, p. 284, Also Reporton
Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H, Newell, p, 114, .
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Maximum and minimum discharge and average run-off of Bear Creek at Mor~ison for that

portion of each year covered by records.

Discharge. ’ Run-off.

Year. I;Iinimum. Maximum. [ Second-

R (R Depth in | feet per

inches. square

Date, Amount. Date, Amonnt. mile.
See.-ft. Sec.-ft. {
1888.. .. ... s | Sept. - 30 | June — 100 0.41 0.37
1889 ... ... May 3 18 . May 20 195 48 .43
1890, . ..ol Nov. 15 15 | July 23 75 .20 .18
1891 ool Hept. 22 12 | May 27 622 .73 .66
1895. . . iiiioea May 20 41 | June 13 274 .70 .63
1896. e July 14 9| Apr. 2 86 .29 .26
1897 i iiaaaa Nov. 24 5] Aug. 3 385 .67 .60
1898. . o oieeaaas ' Nov. 23 20 | July 13 2,083 .54 .48
1899. ... eeeann ' Oct. 21 17 | Aug. 4 325 .49 T
1900 ..cooiiee. | Nov. 23 10 | Apr. 29 61| 1.15| - 1.03
. |
Discharge measurements made on Bear Creek at Morrison.
Date. Hydrographer. h(gigglft. ch%ize.
— _ [ :

1895. Fect. Sec.-ft.
May 18 | P.J.Preston . ... oo oo iiiiais e s 0.90 47
June 12 |._._. A0 oo SO 2.06 331
July 24 ... L4 1 Y 1.65 171
Oct. 7 |..... 8 1S U 1.06 64

1896.

June 17 | P.J. Preston . ..o iiiiiiiaaaa .75 32
Aug. 4 |..... QO e e 2.90 55
Sept. 19 | R.S.Summner. ... .. .. iieeiiacieaos 3.05 80
Oct. 31| P.J. Preston ... .. .. oo 2.55 16
1897.
May 20 | R. L. Hope. ..o e 3.60 179
June 13 | R.S.Summer_ ... ... iiiiiiii. el 3.70 209
June 26 |..._. do ...... T e e e et 3.50 162
July 24 ... QO o e 3.45 131
Sept. 11 | F.Cogswell ... ... 3.05 55
Oct. 12 {..... < Y 3.00 52
1899.
Apr. 16 | J.E. Field oo iiiciiiiaan 3.80 64
May 9 | AL FelOWS oo oo | 125 99
June 6 |..... & 15 N | 4. 25 107
Aug. 51..... 6 1o U 4,98 192
Nov. 14 |..... QO oo i e 1.35 13




40 WATER RESOURCES OF COLORADO. [No. 74,

Discharge measurements made on Bear Creek at Morrison—Continued.

Date. Hydrographer, hg'?{ﬁft‘ ch]a)airsg .
1900. Feet. Sec.-ft.
Mar. 9| A L Fellows ..t e e e e 1.40 17
Apr. 14 |..... 6 1o J 2.85 47
Apr. 25 |.._.. QO e 5. 80 367
Aug. Ti..... dO i s 3.20 63
Sept. "6 |..... 6 1o RO DU 24

CLEAR CREEK AT FORKSCREEK.

Clear Creek is one of the largest tributaries of South P atte River,
issuing from the mountains, and emptying into the mwain stream
about 6 miles helow Denver. Like the other streams of this region,
it flows for a long distance through a mountainous territory (see
PL IV, 1) and then discharges into the plains, where its water is used
for irrigation. The establishment of a station at Forkscreek, which
is about 12 miles up the canyon, was for the purpose of determining
not only the amount of its water that may be available for irrigation
and storage, but the amount that may be used for the development of
power. The water of Clear Creek is used to such an extent for placer
mining and for the development of power for use in stamp mills that
the name ‘‘Clear Creek™ has long since hecome a misnomer, the
stream being anything but clear. After the stream empties into the
plains the greater part of the water is used for irrigation, there being
comparatively little surplus even during the flood stages.®

Measurements were also made in the years 1887 and 1888 at a point,
below the mouth of the canyon, and estimates were made for the year
1898 by the water commissioner of the Clear Creek water district.
The discharges of these years are too unreliable to be incorporated into
the table, but they are given by themselves.

Results obtained at this station are not entirely satisfactcry, as the
channel consists of bowlders and the fall is great, the banks being
high and rocky. There is, moreover, no suitable method of crossing
the river, the bridges being unsatisfactory, so that most of the meas-
urements have been taken at low-water stages.?

aFor full deseription of this drainage basin see Hayden’s Report, of 1875, p. 432; also heport on Agri-
culture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F., H. Newell, p. 114.

bFor further details concerning this station see Biennial Reports of State Engineer of Colorado:
Fourth, Part I, p. 63, and Part II, Pl. XVIII; Fifth, Part I, p. 18; Sixth, p. 20; Ninth, p. 310; Tenth,
pp. 222 and 270. Publications U. 8. Geological Survey: Twenty-first Annual Report, Fart IV, p. 205;
Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 87, p. 228; No. 39, p. 448 and No. 49, p. 2¢2. Report Qn
Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, p. 114,






;"Etf A

FELLOWS.) SOUTH PLATTE DIVISION. 41

Discharge of Clear Creek at Golden.

[In cubic feet per second.]
Average for month.
Year.
May. I June. July. Aug. i Sept. Oct. Nov,
| |

1897 ... 621 793 516 304 181 130 |.... ...
1898, .. ool 285 650 420 120 7 70 57

NoTE.—This table was furnished by W. N. Palmer, water commissioner forthe Clear Creek district
for 1897 and 1898. The winter discharge is given as about 50 second-feet.

Estimated monthly discharge of Cleur Creek at Forkscreek.

[Altitude, 6,892 feet; drainage area, 345 square miles.]

Discharge in second-feet. Run-oft.
Month. . . Totai_eigt‘acre- Second- .
Mot | M| ean et | Dopeh fn
mile.
1899.
April. ool 403 5 180 10, 711 0.52 0.58
May1to19............. 1,202 192 581 35,724 1.68 1.94
June 7to 30 ............ 1,373 775 1 1,081 64, 324 3.13 3.49
July ccooi L 1,202 614 791 48, 637 2.30 2. 66
August ... 692 299 440 27, 005 1.28 1.48
Se~*ember._._.......... 349 155 214 12,734 0.62 .69
Oce® oo 155 133 141 8,670 0.41 .47
November._.........._. 155 32 77 4, 582 0.22 .24
Total ..o eea 212,387 |........ 11.55
1900.
March 10 to 31.......... 75 44 60 2,619 0.17 20
Aprilo ..o ... ... 403 58 178 10, 592 0.52 .58
May oo 1,259 367 789 48,514 2.29 2. 64
June ... ......___... 1, 259 714 963 57, 601 2. 80 3.12
July ... ... 719 235 378 23, 242 1.10 1.27
August ...l L.l 235 84 137 8, 124 0. 40 .46
September............_. 75 44 58 3,451 0.17 .19
October _. ... ... .._... 75 51 58 8, 566 0.17 .20
November.......... ... 58 51 52 3,004 0.15 .17
Total .. .. e e e 161,103 |........ 8.83
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Discharge measurements made on Clear Creek at Forkscreek.

Date. Hydrographer. h%igl?t. chls)zisg‘e.
|

1899. “ Feet. Sec.+ft.
Mar. 24 | J. E. Field .....__......._. e ‘ 1.50 52
Apr. 20 |.___. & G 2.10 155
May 101 A. L. Fellows. .. ... ... . .. . . 2.75 365
June 7 |.._.. 8 L 3.70 779
Aug. 12 ... QO oo 3.08| 449
Nov. 16 [..... QO e 1.70 67

1900.
Mar. 10 |.__.. & 1 S 1.60 55
Apr. 13 |..... do i 1.70 73
Apr. 24 |..._. & 2. 60 290
Aug. 27 |..... QO - e eeeanl 1.78 130

S8T. VRAIN CREEK NEAR LYONS.

St. Vrain Creek and its tributaries receive their supply of water
from the eastern slope of that portion of the Front Range lying
between Liongs Peak and James Peak, a distance of about 30 miles.
The general trend of the drainage is northeastward, the St. Vrain flow-
ing at last into South Platte River about 6 miles helow the town of
Platteville. The principal tributaries of the St. Vrain are the North
and South Forks and the Boulder, the South Boulder being an impor-
tant branch of the latter. The areas drained by the upper portions
of these streams are all alike mountainous, the streams flowing through
deep and rugged canyons, where the water can be used only for the
development of power and for placer mining: hut upor leaving the
foothills each one of them emerges into a broad and nearly level val-
ley where farming by irrigation is extensively practiced.”

Three stations have been maintained upon the St. Vrain and its trib-
utaries, one located at a point abouat one-half of a mile east of Lyons,
upon the St. Vrain, one at a point at the mouth of the cenyon of the
Boulder, a mile above the town of Boulder, and one at a point in the
mouth of the South Boulder Canyon about 3 miles west of Marshall.

tecords have been kept of the gage heights at the Liyons station
since April, 1838, except during the years 1893 and 1894, when very
little hydrographic work was done in Colorado. A number of changes
in the location and position of the gage rod have been necessary, but
these have not affected the value of the tables, the station Feing always
practically the same. As maintained at the present tim-= the station
is opposite the Tower Hotel. Most of the measurements are made by

a For full description ot this basin see Hayden's Report of 1875, p. 436. Also Repert on Agriculture
by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, p. 103.
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wading, but at high water they are made from a bridge located about
one-quarter of a mile below the station. The channel is favorable to
good results, lying in small bowlders and cobblestones, and the banks
are so high that overflow is improbable. The table of discharge
includes the amount carried by the Supply ditch, which is taken out
above the station but of which records were also kept.®

« For more detailed data concerning this station see Biennial Reporis of State Engineers of Colo-
rado: Fourth, Part I, p. 63, and Part IT, Pl. XIX; Fifth, Part I, pp. 18 and 28, Part II, Pl. XIII:
Sixth, pp. 20 and 28; Eighth, p. 436; Ninth, p. 348; Tenth, pp. 213 and 280. See also publications U. 8.
Geological Survey: Eighteenth Annual Report, Part IV, p. 172: Nineteenth, PartIV, p. 320; Twentieth,
Part 1V, p. 285; Twenty first, Part IV, p. 208; Bulletin No. 140, p. 109; Water-Supply and Irrigation
Papers, No. 11, p. 55; No. 15, p. 93; No. 27, pp. 83, 86, and 89; No. 37, p. 232; No. 39, p. 448: and No. 49,
p. 288. Also, Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Censns, by F. H. Newell, p. 103.
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Mazimum and minimum discharge and average run-off of St. Vrain Creek at Lyons for that

portion of each year covered by records.

Discharge. Run-off.

Year, Minimum. Maximum. Second-

Dep*h in | feet per

inches, square

Date. Amount. Date. - Amount. mile.
Sec.ft. Sec.-ft.
1888, ... June — @320 | Oct. — a50 0.75 0.68
1889 ... ... May 28 548 | Oct. 13 26 1.08 97
1890 .. .........2.. June 2 6875 | Nov. 15 18 1.08 .97
1891 ..., May 27| 1,897  Apr. 5 31 * 2,32 2.08
1892, ... ... June 24 | 1,480 | Oct. 28 53 1.86 1.67
1895 . ..ol... June 16 | 1,127 | Sept. 14 80 1.92 1.72
1896 . .. .o..... May 30 666 | Oct. 26 21 .90 .81
1897 . e June 11 | 1,052 | Nov. 16 31 2.06 1.85
1898, . ........ .....| June 17 637 | Nov. 26 21 Lot .82
1899 ... June 20 1,275 | Nov. 11 16 1.72 1.54
1900 ... oo Apr. 29 918 | Mar. 17 10 1.52 1.36
aMay 20 to 31 inclusive.
Discharge measurements made on St. Vrain Creek at Lyons.

Date. Hydrographer. ' ll(ggglft. CIPailfée.

1895. Feet. See.-feet.
May 11| P.J. Preston.. .. .. .o i ieaiae e 1.65 260
July 20 [..... [ 3.40 336
Oct. 2 |..... 16 0 Y 2,10 65

1896.
June 6| P.J. Preston. ... ... .-l 3.57 389
July 29 |..... 5 2.70 189
Sept. 22 | R.S.Sumner_ .. ... ... e 2.50 110
Oct. 14 | P.J. Preston - oo 2.22 53
1897.

May 25 | L. R.Hope -« oo e et +.15 659
June 17 | R. 8. Sumner ... ... 4.40 713
June 28 |..... 15 U J P 3.70 551
July 20 [..... & 3.10 379
Sept. 16 | F. Cogswell .. i 2.10 115
Nov. 10 |..... QO e e e 1.75 54

1898. ’
May 27 | A. L. Fellows. ..o eieaes 2. 80 256
July 12 |..... QO oot e 3.10 308
Aug. 5 |..... 6 o P 2.20 73
Oct. 121..... € 1 YRR 1.85 20
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Discharge measurements made on St Train Creek at Lyons—Continued.

Date. Hydrographer. }(g?gg}ft. ch];irig- e,

1899. Feet. See.-feet,
Apr. 18 | J. E. Field ... . .o ... [ 3.00 217
May 5 |.A. L. Fellows... ... ............ R \ 2.75 137
June 14 |..... 1§ T Z i 4.15 825
Aug. 9 1{..... A0 e, 3.20 263
Oct. 7 |..... QO e 2.10 37

1900.
Mar. 13 | A. L. FelloWS. o o o oo oo et 2,06 35
Apr. 27 |...do oo ... - 3.88 513
July 27 |..... 15 1 | 2.70 193

BOULDER CREEK NEAR BOULDER.

The general nature of Boulder Creek, which is one of the tributa-
ries of the St.Vrain, has already been noted in the description of the
main stream.®

The gaging station is located 1} miles above the town of Boulder,
in the mouth of the canyon. There are two small irrigation ditches
above the station, but the amount of water diverted does not exceed 5
or 6 second-feet, and may thevefore be disregarded. The channel of
the stream conxists of large bowlders throughout its éntire course, and
it is therefore diflicult to make accurate measurements. Gagings are
usually made by wading, but may be made from a wagon bridge just
above the gage rod at high water. The normal flow is entirely used
for irrigation, hut during the flood season a large proportion goes to
waste. Fillings have, however, been made upon a number of reservoir
sites in this drainage basin, by means of which most of the sarplus
water might be stored.?

aFor a description of this drainage basin, see Hayden’s Report of 1875, p. 435. Also Report on
Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, hy F. H. Newell, p. 103,

bBiennial Reports of State Engineers of Colorado: Fourth, Part I, p. 64, and Part II, P1. XXTI; Fifth,
Part 1, pp. 18 and 32, and Part 11, Pl. XV; Sixth, pp. 21 and 33; Eighth, p. 442; Ninth, p. 345; Tenth,
pp. 224 and 277. Also publications U. 8. Geological Survey: Annual Reports, Eigl *eenth, Part IV, p.
171; Nineteenth, Part 1V, p. 319; Twentieth, Part IV, p. 286; Twenty-first, Part IV, pp. 207-208: Bul-
letin No. 140, p. 108; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 11, p. 55; No. 15, . 92; No. 27, pp. 82,
86, and 89; No. 37, p. 248; No. 49, p. 287. Also Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census,
by F. H. Newell, p. 103.
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Mazxi and minimum discharge and average run-off of Boulder Creck at Boulder for
that portion of each year covered by records.
Discharge. Rumn-off.a

Year. Minimum. Maximum. Second-

Depthin | feet per

inches. square

Date. Amount. Date. Amount. mile.
Sec.-feet See.-feet.
1888 . ...l April — 25 | June — 350 0.90 0.81
1889, (... .... Sept. 20 16 | May 31 785 1.75 1.57
1890. ... Nov. 7 23 | Aug. 4 1,200 1.03 0.93
1891, ...l Sept. 16 51 | June 8 540 1. 46 1.31
1892, ... ...l Oct. 19 27 | June 23 646 1.45 1.30
189h . oL Qct. 29 5 June 3 750 1.56 1.40
1896. ..o Apr. 3 7 | May 30 309 0. 82 0.74
1897 . .. Nov. 16 23 | June 10 745 1.34 1.20
1898 .L.l... Nov. 30 3 | June 18 560 1.36 1.22
1899 . ... .. Nov. 29 13 | July 2 847 1. 66 1.49
1900. ... ... Qct. 31 7 1 June 1 801 1.77 1.59
aThe run-off given is the amount for that part of each year covered hy the records and for an
average month of thirty days, at the rate given as the mean for the period covered.
Discharge measurements made on Boulder Creek near Boulder.

Date. Hydrographer. h%?gﬁt. clg,il?g—e.
1895. Feet. See.ft.
July 17 | P.J. Preston ... .. o .. iiiiiiiiiii.n 1.90 317
Qct. 13 |..... A0 e .50 36

1896.
July 2| P.J. Preston ... . il 1.30 139
July 30 |..... A0 i 1.10 110
Sept. 23 | R.S.Summner. ... .. il .80 69
Qct. 16 | P.J. Preston . ... ... i .50 35
1897.
May 21 | L.R.Hope. ... a 2.15 142
July 26 | R.S.Sumner. . ... .o i 1.75 298
Aug. 12 | F.Cogswell ... . eiiiiiiciaan 1.55 224
Oct. 13 ___.. & s S ) 48
1898.
Apr. 17 | A L. Fellows. ... i ieaas .78 69
May 28 |..... G L 1.85 367
July 16 | J.E. Field ... . e 1.50 266
Aug. 3| A L. Fellows ... oo i .86 62
Oct. 11 |..... [ L TR .28 12
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Discharge measurements made on Boulder Creek near Boulder—Contirued.

Date. . Hydrographer. h(éfgglft. chlg,ix?,g"e.
1899. ‘ Feet. See.-ft.
Apr. 21 | J.E. Field .. .cvoma e . 1.00 84
May 6 A.L.Fellows ... .. .o couion. feeemaenaan 1.20 134
June 15 j..... L 1 Y 2.50 642
Aug. 10 |..... s Lo J U, 1.70 276
Ote. 20 |..... & L S .50 36

1900.
Apr. 28 | AL L. Fellows ... oo i 2.19 483
July 27 |..... O - - 1.40 220
Aug. 28 |..... 1 0 S .62 49
R : SOUTH BOULDER CREEK AT MARSHALL.

South Boulder Creek is a tributary of the Boulder, and its drainage
basin lies north of and adjoins that of Clear Creek.® The station has
been maintained for each irrigation season since April, 1888, except
during 1893 and 1894. The rod consists of an inclined timber on the
north bank of the stream, near the house of C. E. Barb»r. Two
ditches take their water supply from the stream at points above the
station, these being the South Boulder and Coal Creek ditel' and the
Community ditch, and their discharges are added to the discharge as
found at the station, so as to give the total run-off of the basin. The
channel of the stream is rocky and full of bowlders, but does not
change materially. Gagings are usually made by wading, but at high
water they may be made from the foot bridge just above the rod.?

aFor description see Hayden’s Report of 1875, p. 436. Also Report on Agriculture by Irrigation,
Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 103.

& For more detailed data concerning this station see Biennial Reports of the State Engineers of
Colorado: Fourth, Part I, p. 64, and Part II, Pl. XXIII; Fifth, Part I, p. 36. and Part II, Pl
XVII; Sixth, pp. 21 and 36; Eighth, p. 448; Ninth, p. 841; Tenth, pp. 225 and 273. Alsc publications
of U. 8. Geological Survey, Eighteenth Annual Report, Part IV, p. 169; Nineteenth, Part IV, p. 318;
Twentieth, Part IV, p. 287; Twenty-first, Part IV, p. 206; Bulletin No. 140, p. 107; Water-Supply and
Irrigation Papers, No. 11, p. 54; No. 15, p. 91; No. 27, pp. 82, 86, and 89; No. 37, p. 229, and No. 49, p.
286, Also Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell. p. 103.
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Mazimum and minimum discharge and average run-off of South Boulder OCreek at
Marshall for that portion of each year covered by records.

Discharge. Run-off.

Year, Minfmum. Maximum, Second-

— Depth ir | feet per

inches. square

Date. Amount. Date. Amount. mile.
Sec.-ft. Sec.-ft.
1888. i Sept. — 30 | June — 225 1.02 0.92
1889. ... Oct. 12 15 | May 31 560 1. 58 1.39
1890, . ... Sept. 20 19 | May 28 542 141 1.26
1891 ... Sept. 19 15 | May 17 565 1.27 1.14
1892, ... Oct. 13 15 | June 24 561 1.41 1.26
1895, ool Oct. 1 14 | June 3 1,090 1.9¢ 1.76
1896. cccceenaan.. Oct. 6 18 | May 30 603 . 8¢ .79
1897 e Nov. 7 18 | June 11 595 1. 68 1.46 |
1898, .. Nov. 18 9 | June 17 444 .98 .88
1899, ..o Sept. 21 9 | June 21 663 2.1¢ 1.96
1900 .. ... Sept. 16 5| June 2 582 1.0¢ .94
Discharge measuremenis made on Sowth Boulder Creek at Marshall.

Date. Hydrographer. h(g?ggtft. chléis'g-'e.
1895. Peet. Sec.ft.
May 14 | P.J. Preston .. ..o iiiiiiiaaaan 2.0C 164
July 18 |..... 1 1o Y 2.0C 195
Oct. 10 |..... & 1o 1.05 42

1896.
July 3| P.J.Preston ..o oo 1.50 88
Aug. 8 ..... G R 0.9€ 27
Sept. 24 | R.S.Summner. .. .o oo iaiiiiiiaaaaan 1.0C 31
Oct. 17 | R.J. Preston . o coo oo i i iiiaaaans 0.90 24
1897.
May 22 | LiR.HOPe. oot eeaa e aaaaeas 2.45 348
June 19 | R.S.Sumner. ... i 2. 60 363
June 25 |..... LS Y 2.50 370
July 27 |..... L6 1o Y 1.65 122
Aug, 13 | F.Cogswell ... .. .. 1.55 116 .
Oct. 14 |..... L« Lo 0.82 14
1898.
Apr. 23 | AL L. Fellows - .o i 1.35 72
May 29 |..... L« L 2.29 274
July 11 |..... L L U 1.70 130
Aug. 6 |..... & L 1.15 47
Oct. 10 |..... s [ N ecareasarcreeeaconcmaean 0.58 2
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Discharge measurements made on South Boulder Creek at Marshall. —Continued.

Date. Hydrographer. - h(é?gglft. eh%irsg_e.
|
1899. " Feet. See.-ft.
Apr. 22 | J.E. Field . ... . e ‘ 1.70 115
May 6| A L. Fellows ..o . oo 1.55 96
June 15 [..... e U T 2.80 451
Aug. 10 |..... ¢ 1 1.60 109
Oct. 10 |..... 6 [ | 0.70 7
1900.
July 28 | A.L.Fellows - ... .0 1.40 35
Aug. 28 |..... AO e S0 10
|

BIG THOMPSON CREEK AT ARKINS.

This stream drains considerable territory north of Longs Peak, and
is one of the largest tributaries of the South Platte, into which it flows
about 4 miles above the town of Evans. The Little T ompson is an
important tributary of the Big Thompson, and the country drained by
these two streams forms irrigation district No. 4 (see” Pl. IV, B).
The two streams come together a short distance above where their
combined waters enter the South Platte.*

Records were begun upon this stream in April, 1888, and have been
maintained for a portion of each year since that time, except in the
years 1893 and 1894. The location of the station has been changed
several times, having been below both the Handy and tI-> Home Sup-
ply ditches a portion of the time and above the Home Supply and
below the Handy at other times. At present it is located at the upper
point, so that only the waters carried by the Handy ditch need to be
added to give the total run-off of the basin. The amounts given in
the tables are for the combined flow. Irrigation is practiced on a
small scale about 20 miles above the station also, but to such a limited
extent that it may be disregarded.?

aFor description see Hayden's Report for 1875, p. 437; also Report on Agriculiure by Irrigation,
Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, pp. 116-119.

b For more detailed information concerning this station see Biennial Reports of the State Engineers
of Colorado: Second, p. 6; Fourth, Part I, p. 64, and Part I1, Pl. XXII; Fifth, Fart I, pp. 18 and 34,
and Part IT, Pl. IX; Sixth, pp. 21 and 84; Eighth, p. 430; Ninth, pp. 310 and 333 Tenth, pp. 215. 216
and 234, Also publications U. 8. Geological Survey: Eighteenth Annual Report, Part IV, p. 174;
Nineteenth, Part IV, p. 321; Twentieth, Part 1V, p. 288; Twenty-first, Part IV, p. 209; Bulletin No.
140, p. 110; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 11, p. 56, No. 15, p. 94; No. 27, pp. 83, 86, and 89;
No. 37, p. 233; No. 39, p. 448; and No. 49, p. 290. Also Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh
Census, by F. H. Newell, pp. 116-119.
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Mazimum and minimum discharge and average run-off of Big Thompson Creek at Arkins

Jor that portion of each year covered by records.

Discharge. Run-off. e

Year. Minimum. Maximum, Second-

. Depth in | feet per

. ! inches. square

‘\ Date. Amount. Date. Amount. ‘ mile.
Sec.-ft. Sec.-ft.
1888 . oo Apr 30 | June 16 862 0. 64 0.58
1889 ... ... Qct. 2 28 | May 31 546 .69 .62
1890, oL "QOct. 7 51 | July .21 1,603 ' 1.10 .99
1891. ... .lo. ! Sept. 17 69 | June 25 1,182 1.33 1.19
1892, . o oii..s Sept. 29 39 | June 21 1,195 1.25 1.12
1895, ... Oct. 2 58 | June 2 1,102 1.74 1.56
1896. . ...l 1 Oct. 26 76 | May 30 1, 200 .81 .73
1897 ... j Nov. 18 54 | June 11 1,040 104 .94
1898, ... Oct. 24 14 | June 2 722 .65 .59
1899. . ... Apr. 9 25 | June 21 1,852 1. 46 1.31
1900 . ... ... ... Apr. 2 30 | May 30 2,223 2.42 2.17
aThe run-off given is the amount for that part of each year covered by the records and for an
average month of thirty daysat the rate given as the mean for the period covered.
Discharge measurements made on Biy Thompson Creek at Arkins.

Date. Hydrographer. hgfgglft. chlzix;e.
1895. Feet. Sec.ft.
May 9| P.J. Preston ... o 1.25 260
July 19 |..... QO et 1.90 499
(@7 A T PR« Vo TN .45 42

1896.
June 1| P.J. Preston ....cniunomii e mam—aaaa 1.70 403
July 28 j..... QO e eeiciaaaana- 1.50 286
Oct. 15 |..... QO oo e em—————————- .80 74
1897.
May 26 | L. R. Hope ..o e iiaaanns | 2.45 804
June 18 | R. 8. Summner _.. .. iiiiiiiiaiae. 1. 60 400
June 27 |..... & L RN 1.50 409
July 21 |..... do e 1.20 214
Sept. 16 | F. Cogswell. ... ... il .60 61
Nov. 11 |..... ¢ 1o T .65 79
1898.
May 26 | A. L. Fellows .- ..o i iaiaaann 1.25 263
July 13 |..... 16 1 1.60 444
Aug. 4 |..... QO o i el .70 87
Oct. 4 |._.... [ L S RN .40 30
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Discharge measurements made on Big Thompson Creek at Arkins—Continued.

Date. Hydrographer. h(g?g‘ft. ch];;s‘ée_
1899. . Feet. Sec.ft.
Apr. 17 | J. B Field. ..o < 0.9 143
May 4| A L. Fellows ... .o . oo .97 173
June 13 |..... QO e 2. 55 941
Aug. 8 .. DO e 1.73 106
Oct. 6 ..... 6 1o T, ' .50 34

1900.
Apr. 26 | A. L. Fellows ..o ceoeie e eeiee i 1.91 512
July 26 |..... 6 1 I S, 1.35 322

CACHE LA POUDRE RIVER AT FORT COLLINS.

This stream is the largest and the northernmost of the trvibutaries
discharging from the east front of the Rocky Mountains into the
South Platte. During the irrigation season its discharge is angmented
by the supply diverted from the headwaters of the Lararie River,
which heads immediately west of the headwaters of the Cache la
Poudre, the diversion being made through a canal known as the Sky-
line canal, already mentioned (p. 21). Measurements of the dis-
charge of the Cache la Poudre Basin therefore include some of the
Laramie waters. As is the case with other streams of this region, the
normal flow is almost entirely consumed for irrigation, and even the
greater part of the flood waters is stored for late use. The earliest
and most thorough irrigation of the State is carried on along this
stream.® The station was established in 1884 at a point about 15 miles
above Fort Collins, and has been maintained ever since that time under
the direction of Prof. L. G. Carpenter, of the Colorado State Agri-
cultural College.? ’

The following tables are compiled from records published from time
to time by Professor Carpenter, the first table showing the normal
discharge as calctilated by him for the irrigating season, and the sec-
ond giving a summary of discharge for the entire time. The results
are to a certain extent misleading, as additions have been m~de to the
normal discharge of the stream from year to year through the Sky-
line canal, taking its water from the headwaters of the Laramie

a Water-Supply and Irrigation Paper No. 9 and Department of Agriculture Bulletin No. 92,

bFor more detailed information concerning this station, see Biennial Reports of the State Engi-
neers of Colorado: Second, p. 6 and Appendix B; Third, pp. 5 and 62; Fourth, Part I, p. 61, and Part
11, PL IX; Fifth, Part I, pp. 17 and 22; Sixth, pp. 19 and 22; Seventh, p. 172; Ninth, p. 856; Tenth,
p. 288. Also, publications U. 8. Geological Survey: Thirteenth Annual Report, Part ITI, p. 94; Twen-
tieth, Part IV, p. 290; Bulletin No. 131, p. 30; No. 140, p. 112; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers,
No. 9, p. 16; No. 37, p. 235, and No. 49, p. 291. Also, Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh
Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 116.
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River, and this increase is not considered in the tables. In com-
puting the average monthly discharge only those months are included
for which the record is complete, or at least estimated:

JAN. | FEB. | MAR. | APR.] MAY | JUNE | JULY | AUG. | SEPT.| oCT, | NOY. | DEC.
1020 | 1020] 1020 [ 1020 ]| 1020 | 1020 ] 1020 | 1020 | 1020 | 1022 | 1020 | 1020

Sec.-ft.
3,500

3,000

2,500

1, 500

1,000

_4/=_,=_»L?aq Ve - WasroxmATE

Fig. 1.—Normal discharge of Cache la Poudre River.
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Normal discharge of Cache U Poudre River at Fort Collins for the years 1¢ %4 to 1900,

inclusive.
Day. Apr. May. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct.
Sec.+ft Sec.-ft. Sec.-ft. Sec.+ft. See.~ft. Sec.-ft. Sec.-ft.
) A PRI 589 | 2,062 1,426 490 245 147
P PP 597 2,120 1,399 485 238 137
U IO 611 | 2,250 | 1,328 479 9228 133
L Y B, 634 | 2,207 1,290 469 a 225 137
N SO 686 | 2,108 | 1,213 438 | @222 133
[ Y PRI 729 | 2,149 1,152 @ 426 @219 131
A 784 2,136 1,154 414 316 132
- S PR 842 | 2,165 | 1,118 383 a213 133
1S R I 916 | 2,268 | 1,069 395 @510 130
) B 974 | 2,385 | 1,029 398 @207 139
5 R P 999 | 2,319 954 374 204 129
2 PR 1,024 | 2,271 965 358 189 129
1 S AU 1,012 | 2,997 951 339 182 132
i I PR 1, 046 2,188 871 338 170 130
1 SN S, 1,109 2,171 856 324 166 127
16, e 1,232 | 2,123 814 338 188 1... ...
L Y P 1,240 | 2,038 794 325 161 ... ...
18 . 1,259 | 1,959 774 387 1654 |.o.....
Bk DN P 1,311 2, 005 737 333 151 ...
200 .|l 1,446 1,913 694 317 146 | .......
b2 A P 1,625 1,966 704 306 144 | .......
220 L 1,547 1,881 650 299 140 ........
b2, S U S 1,534 | 1,810 611 201 189 o.......
24 ... 367 1,625 1,783 @ 597 284 ) £ 200 P
25 . 406 1,720 1,755 @583 280 148 ...,
26, . 446 1, 804 1,741 @ 569 262 47 ...
2 .. 541 | 1,890 | 1,633 | @555 251 148 | ...
b2 J 607 1,985 1,619 @542 252 45 |oo..o...
29 L. 706 1,980 1, 561 @ 529 251 43 (o.....
b (| 661 2,046 | 1,472 a515 240 141 ... ..
E3 3 502 2y R F

aInterpolated.
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FELLOWS.] SOUTH PLATTE DIVISION. 59

Mazimum and minimum discharge and average run-off of Cache la Poudre River at Fort
Collins for that portion of each year eovered by records.

Discharge. Run-off.

Year. Minimum. Maximum. Second-

Depth in | feet per

inches. square

Date. Amount. | = Date. Amount. mile.
- Sec.-ft. Sec.-ft.

1884 . . ... Mar. 22 30 | June 28 5,611 1.85 1. 66
1885. ... Oct. 5 220 | June 3 3,815 1.26 1.18
1886. ... oo Oct. 13 110 | May 29 2, 666 .83 .75
1887 .. Sept. 18 110 | June 7 2, 500 .75 .68
1888, e Sept. 19 . 90 | June 15 1,550 . 43 .38
1889. i Dec. 17 33 | June 1 1, 960 .50 .45
1890. .. ... Nov. 16 39 | June 2 1,804 .59 . .h3
1891 .. ..o ... Mar. 31 32 | June 10 3, 600 .70 .63
1892 ... Mar. 17 40 | June 21 2,535 .79 .71
1893 . .. ........ Aug. 31 151 | June 12 | 2,949 .84 .76
1804. ..., Nov. 17 42 | June 6 3,672 ! .84 .76
1895. . o ccieeaia. Sept. 18 174 | June 10 3,429 .95 .86
1896. . ............. Aug. 18 192 | May 30 2,771 .55 .49
1897, ... Oct. 1 121 | May 24 3,155 .83 .75
1898. . e Oct. 1 35 | June 17 1, 699 .48 .43
1899. .. .. .. ...... Oct. 7 92 | June 21 3,968 1.08 .97
1900 . oo Sept. 20 113 | May 29 4,560 1.33 1.19

LARAMIE RIVER AT WOODS, WYO.

This stream, already briefly descrihed on pages 21 and 55, rises in
North Park in Northern Colorado, and flows northerly into Wyoming.
There is little irrigation from Laramie River in Colorado, except that a
portion of the supply of the Cache la Poudre district is supplied from
this source, as already mentioned on pages 21 and 55 (see PL. V).

The data for this station is published through the courtesy of Mr:
A. J. Parshall, deputy State engineer of Wyoming.¢

« For more detailed information, see publications U. S. Geological Survey, Eighteenth Annual
Report, Part IV, p. 142; Nineteenth, Part IV, p. 300; Twentieth, Part IV, p. 274; Twenty-first, Part IV,
p. 192; Bulletin, No. 131, p.28; No. 140, p. 95 Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 11, p. 50; No. 15,
P. 81; No. 27, pp. 78, 86, and 88; No. 37, p. 214; No. 39, p. 447, and No. 49, p. 273. Also, Report on Agri-
culture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 261.
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Maximum and winimum discharge and average run-off of Laramie River at TWoods, Wyo.,

Jor that portion of each year covered by records.

Discharge. Run-off.

Year. Minimum. Maxim‘um. Second-

o e Depthin | feet per

inches. square

Date. ‘ Amount. Date. ‘ Amount,. mile,
1 Sec.ft. ‘ Sec.-ft.
1896.......... cen--| Aug. 49 | May | 2,166 0.63 0.57
1897. ... Apr. 48 | May | 3,435 1.35 1.21
1898, i Sept. 40 | May 1,572 .63 .87
1899 .. Oct. 1 45 | June 25 4,502 2.15 1.93
1900 .. ... ........ Sept. 1 40 | May 381 3, 995 1.73 1.55
Discharge measurements made on Laramie River at Woods, Wyo.

Date. Hydrographer. lg?gﬁet. (‘h];}ze.
1894. Feet. Sec.ft.
Sept. 27 | W .M. Gilerest .. ovou el 27
Sept. 28 |..... ¢ Vo YN PN 57
Nov. 3 |..... o Z U PR 80

1895.
May 24| W.M.Gilerest ..o 2. 80 1,129
Oct. 23 |..... 6 7o Z 0.80 49
1896. _
Apr. 20 | W. M. Gilerest .. ..o e 0. 856 7%
May 25 |..... e Vo J 2.40 797
June 16 (..... [ C Y .75 350
June 27 | Elwood Mead. ... ... . .. .. 1.25 198
Aug. 19| W.M.Gilerest . ... ... . e iieia... 0.85 81
Aug. 30 |..... [ o YN 0. 80 75
Oct. 2| C.T.Johnston . ...... .. i 1.00 121
1897. !
Apr. 10 | C.T.Johnston - ..ot i e aceeaaeanas 0.70 69
May 12| ... QO o e e, 2.30 “ 1,110
May 25 |..... e (o Y 4. 10 ‘ 3,538
June 1..... 3 (s I 3.60 | 2,509
June 2| _... 6 o N 3.75 2,651
June 14 |..... [ [ R 2.65 1,432
June 26 |..... T L Y 2.00 707
June 27 |..... 6 1o 2.00 706
1898. ‘
Apr. 30 | C.T.Johnston . ... .. .. iiiiienanaan 1.40 362
May 22 |..... 6 Lo J R 2.00 758
June 4 |.__.. s Lo NN 2,30 1,017
June 4 [._... L ¥ Y b2.40 1,123
June 5 j..... e Lo YRS 2.10 823
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Discharge measurements made on Laramie River at Woods, Wyo.—Continued.

|

Date. - Hydrographer. hgiaéglf | chlz)tirsée.

1899. ’ - Pet. | Seeft.
May 26 | A.J. Parshall ... .. l.... 3.30 2, 598
June 8 |..... 5 3 3.10 2,319
June 21 |..... o £ T 4. 40 4,145
July 6 |..... L 1o 2.80 2,194

1900.
May 4| A.J. Parshall ... . .. 1.60 460

aAt6a. m. bAt7.30 p. m.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASUREMENTS,

The following table of miscellaneous measurements upon South
Platte River and its tributaries is compiled from the Colorado State
Engineers’ Biennial Reports, and from all other available sources.
They are at various points in the division and are valuable for the
information furnished as to the discharge at given times.
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FELLOWS.] SOUTH PLATTE DIVISION. 65
SEEPAGE MEASUREMENTS.

The subjoined tables, taken from the records of the state engineer’s
office of Colorado, illustrates the extraordinary return from seep-
age along the South Platte and its tributaries. Measurements have
been made annually for a number .of years, whenever circumstances
would permit, by the state engineer's office and the agricultural
college at Fort Collins, Colo., working in cooperation, from  the
year 1889, inclusive. As may be seen from the tables, the return
from seepage increases irregularly from year to year, being natu-
rally considerably less during a very dry year than during a wet year.
The year 1896, for example, was very dry, and the returns were much
less than they would have been normally. The year 1898 was again
dry, and the return was again small.®

a For more detailed information upon this subject see Biennial Reports of the State Engineers of
Colorado: Fifth, Part I, pp. 559 to 573; Sixth, pp. 51 to 65; Seventh, 176 to 195; Eighth, 381 to 404;
Ninth, 305 to 817; Tenth, 208 to 236. Also Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by
F. H. Newell, p. 133.
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FELLOWS.] SOUTH PLATTE DIVISION. 67
KANSAS RIVER BASIN.

A eonsiderable portion of eastern Colorado is drained by the head-
waters of Kansas River, the principal tributaries being branches of
Republican and of Smoky Hill rivers. These streams, unlike the
other streams of Colorado, do not originate in the mountains; they
derive their water supply directly from the run-off and underground
flow of the plains. The measurements of the General Land Office
show that there are about 9,459 square miles in Colorado belonging: to
this drainage basin. This territory, although not belonging physically
either to the South Platte division or to the Arkansas division, is
divided in accordance with the Colorado laws between the two, the
lands drained by the North and Middle forks of the Republican and
their tributaries constituting district No. 65 and being apportioned to
irrigation division No. I, the South Platte division; while the lands
drained by the South Fork of the Republican and the Smwoky Hill
rivers and their tributaries constitute district No. 49 and are allotted
to irrigation division No. I, the Arkansas division. The water supply
of all these streams is small, but a number of ditches have been con-
structed and irrigation is carried on so far as it is possible. Only a
few gagings have been made upon these streams in Colorado, and
these are given below in the list of miscellaneous measurements.
Stations have heen maintained in Nebraska, however, and some of the
records of those nearest to the Colorado line are given, as fornd in the
records of the U. S. Geological Survey.*

FRENCHMAN RIVER AT WAUNETA AND PALISADE, NEBR.

The station at Wauneta was located in 1895. It is the highest sta-
tion upon the Frenchman, being about 25 miles east of the line between
Colorado and Nebraska. The channel has not proved favorable to
accurate results and the station was therefore discontinued in 1896.

The station at Palisade was located October 14, 1894, at a point
about three-fourths of a mile above the railroad station at Palisade, or
about 16 miles below the gaging station at Wauneta. The results
were unsatisfactory here, also, and the station was discontinued in
1896.

The results have considerable importance in connection with any
investigation of the Colorado water supply, as the greatest source of
supply for the streams of this section is the underground fiov of east-
ern Colorado.

aFor more detailed information concerning this drainage basin see publications U. 8. Geological
Survey: Sixteenth Annual Report, Part II, p, 547; Eighteenth, Part IV, p. 194; Nineteenth, Part IV,
p. 837; Twentieth, Part IV, p. 304; Bulleting No. 131, p. 32; No. 140, p. 123, For earlie~ history and
description see Vol. XVII, Tenth Census, p. 56; also Eighth Biennial Report of State Engineer of
Colorado, p. 21; and Artesian and Underflow Investigations, Ex. Doc. No. 222, Fifty-frst Congress,
first session, and Ex. Doec. 53, Parts 1 and 2, Fifty-first Congress, second session.‘
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Estimated monthly discharge of Frenchman River at Palisade, Nebr.

[Drainage area, 1,032 square miles,]

Run-off.

Month, Mean. Total. Pm;n sﬁgftre Depth.

1895. Nec.-fect. Acre-feet. Sec.-feet. | Inches.
April .. 137 8,152 | 0.13 0. 14
MAY .« 129 7,932 .13 .15
JUDE. oo oo e e L7 8,962 .11 .12
JULY oo, | 99 | 6, 087 .10 .12
AUGUSb- -+ o oo N 1,796 .08 .09
September ... ... ... ...l | 7+ 4, 403 .07 .08
108 38,430 | .10 .70
1896. I
MAY - oo 114 7,010 .11 .18
June. ...l | 104 6,188 | .10 .11
TULY <o Yt 5,730 | .09 .10
August. ... o 76 4,673 .07 .08
September .. ... .. liiil... ! 82 4,879 .08 .09
OCODeT -« oo oo ‘ 83 5,103 .08 .09
2 33,488 | .09 .60

NORTH AND SOUTH FORKS OF REPUBLICAN RIVER AT BENKELMAN, NEBR.

These stations are fully described in the reports to which reference
has already been made in connection with the Kansas Basin. They
are located upon the two forks of Republican River, near Benkelman,
Nebr., about 20 miles east of the Colorado line.

The channel is in each case sandy and shifting, and frequent changes
in the rating tables are necessary. Both stations were established in
November, 1894, and were maintained only until the fall of 1895, when
they were discontinued owing to the unsatisfactory nature of the
results. A few gagings have since been made, which are included in
the list of miscellaneous measurements below, page 69.

Estimated monthly discharge of North Fork Republican River at Benkelman, Nebr.

[Altitude, 2,968 feet; drainage area, about 4,900 square miles.]

Month. Mean. Total.
1895. Seccnd-feet. | Acre-feet.
March - eeeamaan 78 4,796
7. 4 Y 59 3,511
My oo i iieeiieiaieiaaan 25 1,537
BT P 155 9,223
B 1 2 124 7,379
August. i 34 2,091
September . . el Dry. 0
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MISCELLANEOUS GAGINGS IN THE EKANSAS RIVER BASIN.

69

In the following table are given the results of gagings of streams in
the Kansas River Basin made during several years by hydrographers
acting under the direction of the United States Geological Survey.

Miscellaneous gagings in the Kansas River Basin.

Stream. Locality. Date. Hydrographer. Discharge.
Sec.-ft.
Chief Creek ...... 5 miles below | Mar. 23,1891 | L. R. Hope...._.. 20
Robb, Colo. -
North Fork Re- | 6 miles below |..... ' U Y E, do .......... 21
publican River. Robb, Colo.
Do........... 3 miles below | Apr. 24,1891 |.._.. do ... 51
Wray, Colo.
Do.coocnaa . At State line.....|.._.. do o.ofao.-. do _......... 70
South Fork Re- | 2} miles west of | Apr. 26,1891 |.__.. do el 78
publican River. State line.
Arikaree Creek ...| 3 miles west of | Apr. 27,1891 |.__.. do ._........ 14
State line.
Frenchman River .| Wauneta, Nebr...| Aug. 9,1895 | O. V.P.Stout .... 61
111 ST IR d0...eeen....| Sept. 10,1895 |.__.. A0 ... 56
10 S do_...o...... May 15,1896 | C. E. Crownover. . 85
Do .o do. ..ol June 18,1886 | O. V. P.Stout ... 48
Do . do........... July 14,1896 | E. G. Youngfelt __ 91
Do do........... Aug. 12,1896 | O. V. P.Stout .... 46
Do do_.o...... Sept. 16, 1896 | E. G. Youngfelt . 85
Do. ... do. ... Oct. 17,1896 | (. E. Crownover. . 63
Do........... Palisade, Nebr..._| Dec. 8,1894 | O. V. P.Stout ... 116
Do . ... ... do......... Mar. 22,1895 |..... do ... 100
Do feao.. do........... June 5,1895 |___.. do .......... 154
Do.. oo .o... do........... July 4,189 |.._.. do .ooeaan.. 74
Do. ... ... do...o..... Aug. 9,1895 |._... do ... 68
Do .. do. .. Aug. 10,1895 |._... do ......o.. 72
Do . ... ..., do........... May 15,1896 | C. E. Crownover. . 103
107, S P do-oio. June 18,1896 | O. V. P. Stout ___. 51
Do oo [ [ J July 15,1896 | E. G. Youngfelt .. 93
Do.. o ... do. oo Aug. 13,1896 | O. V. P.Stout .._. 64
Do, A0 ceeeaan Sept. 16,1896 | E. G. Youngfelt .. 85
Do ... do...._...... Oct. 17,1896 | C. E.Crownover.. 83
North Fork Re- | Benkelman, Nebr.| Dee. 9,1894 | O.V.P.Stout ... 75
publican River.
Do ... [ U Mar. 23,1895 |..... do ......o... 72
Do. oo .. do. ... June 4,1895 |..... do ... 141
Do.ooofaoa. do-..o.oo... June 24,1895 |..... do oo 36
Do. ... ... do. ......... Aug. 7,1895 | ... do .......... 64
Do........... 7 miles westof Ben- | June 16,1896 |..... do .......... 88
kelman, Nebr ..
Do.._... PO Benkelman, Nebr _|{._.__ do ... ..|....- do ..oo...... 29
075 R P doo.o.oio.. Aug. 25,1896 | E. G. Youngfelt .. 0
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Miscellaneous gagings in the Kansas River Basin—Continued.

Stream. Locality. Date. ) Hydrograpler. Discharge.
See.-ft.

South Fork Re- | Benkelman, Nebr.| Dec. 9,1894 | O. V. P.Stout ._.. 1
publican River.

J 7 T 14 1 S, Mar. 23,1895 |..... do ... ...... 41

Do . ... (s [ P June 4,189 |..... [ (O 348

Do oo (S 1 S June 24,1895 |..... [0 R 75

Do |l do........... July 3,1895 |..... do _._..._._. 278

Do ..o | doocciaaa... Aug. 7,1895 ... do .......... 22

2 S P s (S P, June 16,1895 | E. G. Youngfelt .. 3

Do |l S [ Y, Aug. 18,1900 | O. V. P. Stout ... 3

North Fork Re- |..... (6 (s YN do covaoojoaa.. do oo .42
publican River.

Frenchman River .| Wauneta, Nebr .. .| July 27,1900 | A. B. McCoskey -. 74

Do ... Palisade, Nebr....|..... do coooofoao. (s [ 91

ARKANSAS RIVER DIVISION.
DRAINAGE.

The drainage basin of Arkansas River has been so fully described
in other reports ® that but a brief description of its physical character
is necessary at this time. The river rises a little west of the center
of the State, near Leadville, and flows southerly and we~terly until it
passes into Kansas, a short distance above Coolidge. Until Canyon is
reached the country passed through is in general rather mountainous
and comparatively little irrigation is practiced, the water being used
mainly for power, for domestic supply, and for placer mining, and
here and there only for irrigation in a small way. At Canyon, how-
ever, the valley becomes broader, and when the river reaches Pueblo
it enters the broad plains of eastern Colorado, upon-which the irriga-
tion practiced is limited only by the amount of water av=ilable.

The territory drained by the Arkansas and its tributaries forms
irrigation division No. 1I,> which is subdivided into a number of water
districts. These are district No. 11,¢ at the head of the Arkansas, in
which there is but little irrigation and the water is used principally
for storage, placer mining, and for the development of power; district

a See Hayden’s reports, and publications of the U. 8. Geological Survey as follows: Tenth Annnal
Report, Part II, pp. 69 and 86; Eleventh, Part IL, pp. 45 and 300; Thirteenth, Part ITI, p. 362; Seventeenth,
Part II, p. 557; Eighteenth, Part 1V, p. 223; Nineteenth, Part IV, p. 351; Twentieth, Part IV, p. 323;
Twenty-first, Part IV, p.229; Bulletin No. 181, p. 34; No.140, p. 153; Water-Supply and Irrigation Paper
No. 87, p.225; No. 59, p. 319. Also, Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H.
Newell, p. 97.

b Fourth Biennial Report Colorado State Engineer, Part I, p. 46; formap see Fourth Biennial Report,
Part II, Pla* : I; Seventh Biennial Report, the same. Also, Report on Agricnlture by Irrigation,
Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 97.

¢ For map see PL. Iin Part II of Fourth and Seventh and PL I in Part IT of Fifth Biennial Report
of State Engineers.
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No. 12,¢ the Canyon district, where irrigation is extensively practiced,
both upon the main stream and upon its tributaries; district No. 14,%
the Pueblo district, where the larger canals begin to divert the water
of the main stream; district No. 17,¢ the Rockyford district, in which
irrigation is very extensively practiced, the largest canals ir the State
having their headgates in this district, and district No. 67,> where the
waters are entirely used for irrigation, enormous canals and reservoirs
diverting the total flow during the greater portion of the year. The
districts comprising the territories drained by the more important of
the tributaries are as follows: ’

District No. 10, comprising the drainage basin of Fortaine Qui
Bouille; No. 13,7 comprising the drainage basin of Grape Creek; No.
15,¢ of the St. Charles; No. 16,7 of the Huerfano and Cuclaras; No.
18, the Apishapa; No. 19.° the Purgatory, and No. 66, in which a
little irrigation is practiced upon the tributaries of the Dry Cimarron.

District No. 49,7 in which are the headwaters of the South Fork of
the Republican, can hardly be classed with any of the divisions, as it
is not of the drainage basin either of the South Platte or of the
Arkangas, but lies between the two, and comprises, with }To. 65, the
headwaters of the Kansas. Of the various tributaries of the Arkan-
sas, those which enter the stream above Pueblo may be classed as
mountain streams, while those entering below that city have more of
the nature of streams of the plains, although several of them, as the
Huerfano, the Apishapa, and the Purgatory, head in the mountains.?:
As is the case in the South Platte drainage, the mountain streams are
perennial in nature, although there is a very high stage in the spring
and early summer and a very low stage in the fall and winter. .The
plains streams are nearly always dry, except after storms and for com-
paratively short distances near their heads, where the water is gen-
erally used for irrigation. “Although by far the greater portion of
the water of the Arkansas is used, there are still opportnities for
storage, especially along some of the plains streams. If vater is to
be stored, however, such canals must be constructed as will safely
divert great quantities of water for short durations of time, and convey
them to large reservoirs in the plains, where there are mary sinks or
depressions available. A number of reservoirs have been regregated

aFor map see Pl. I in Part II of Fourth and Seventh and Pl II in Part II of Fifth Biennijal
Reports of State Engineers.

bFor map see Pl I wn Part II of Fourth and Seventh and Pl IV in Part II of Fifth' Biennial
Reports of State Engineers,

cFor map see Pls. I and IX of Part II of Fourth and Seventh and Pl. IV in Part II of Fifth
Biennial Reports of State Engineers.

d For map see Pl, I in Part II of Fourth and Seventh Biennial Reports of State Engiueers.

e For map see Pls, I and XI tn Part IT of Fourth and Seventh and Pl. IV in Part II of Fifth
Biennial Reports of State Engineers.

fFor map see Pls. I and XII in Part 1I of Fourth and Seventh and Pl, IV 1 Part IT of Fifth
Biennial Reports of State Engineers.

g See page 69,

hFor thorough investigation of the piains region see Seventeenth Annual Report U. 8. Geological
Survey, Part I1, p. 6567.
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in this basin by the General Government, but no caveful surveys
have been made of any of them, excepting a few at the head of the
Arkansas. The principal reservoirs of this division now in use are
Twin Lakes® reservoir (see figs. 2, 3, and 4), which is being used by
the Twin Lakes Land and Water Company, and the reservoirs of the
Great Plains Water Company, the latter being located about 12 miles
north of Lamar in great natural depressions¢ (see fig. 6).

The agriculture of the Arkansas River, as well as of the South
Platte, is exceedingly varied, on the upper portions only hay and
grain being cultivated, while throughout its middle and lower courses
fruit is extensively raised, and lower down melons, sugar beets, and
alfalfa are among the staples. Horse, cattle, and sheep raising are
extensively practiced throughout the division.

STREAM MEASUREMENTS.

Stations have been maintained upon the main stream and its tribu-
taries in the division for longer or shorter periods of time at Twin
Lakes, Granite, Salida, Canyon, Pueblo; Nepesta, Manzanola, Rocky-

ford, La Junta, Las Animas, Prowers, Lamar, Granada, upon the
main stream, and at Trinidad, J. J. ranch, and Las Animas on the
Purgatory. Of the stations named those at Manzanola, La Junta,
Las Animas, and Granada are unimportant, so far as this compilation
is concerned, ax the results obtained have not been of sufficient value
to warrant the deduction of any conclusions from them. Those at
J. J. ranch and Las Animas on the Purgatory are also omitted for
the same reason. The measurements made at these points, however,
will be found in the list of miscellaneous measurements (p. 99).

a8ee Annual Reports U. S. Geological Survey: Tenth, Part II, p. 58; Eleverth, Part II, p. 133;
Twelfth, Part II, p, 55; Thirteenth, Part III, pp. 362-370; Twentieth, Part IV, p. 31.
bSee Annual Reports U. 8, Geological Survey: Tenth, Part II, p. 95; Eleventh, Part II, p. 135;
Thirteenth, Part (IT, pp. 365 and 460; Nineteenth, Part IV, p. 362; Twentieth, Fart IV, p. 323, and
Twenty-first, Part IV, p. 238.
cFor descriptions see Reports last cited; also Twenty-first Annual Report, Part IV, p. 240,
’
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LAKE CREEK AT TWIN LAKES.

Lake Creek enters the Arkansas a short distance above the town of
Granite. It is not alarge stream, but it is of considerable importance
owing to the fact that within its basin lie the Twin Lakes, used as reser-
voirs by the Twin Lakes Land and Water Company. No regular meas-
urements have heen maintained upon this stream, those that are given
being derived from various sources and made in various places. The
present stations are two in number, one between the two lakes, I'nown as

Fig. 3.—Longitudinal section through gates, dam, and culvert of Twin Lakes rese-voir.

the Interlaken Station, and one below the lower lake, known as tl » Lower
Twin Lakes Station. Measuvements may be made at either station at low
water by wading, but at high water advantage may be taken of bridges
constructed across the stream. The channel at the Interlaken station is
good, but this station must necessarily be abandoned as soon as the water
is raised above what was the highwater mark before the constrriction of
the dam described in the Twenty-first Annual Report, Part IV. At the

Fig. 4.—Cross section below masonry dam of Twin Lakes reservoir.

lower station the channel is rocky, but fairly permanent in its nature,
and the hanks are high and not liable to overflow.

The importance of the stations lies in the facts that the data obtained
will furnish information concerning available power and will be of
especial value in determining the amount of water to which the Twin
Lakes Land and Water Company is entitled at its head gates. The
waters of this stream are also largely used in placer mining. ¢

aFor more detailed data concerning these stations, see Tenth Biennial Repbrt of the State Engi-
neers of Colorado, p. 293, and publications of the U. 8. Geological Survey, as follows: Eleventh Annual
Report, Part 11, pp. 47 and 96; Twelfth, Part 11, Pl. LXVI, opposite p. 240; Twenty-first, Part IV
p. 238; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers No. 87, p. 256; No. 39, p. 449; and No, 60, 1. 320.
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Estimated monthly discharge of Lake Creek at Twin Lakes.
[Altitude, 9,012 feet; drainage area below both lakes, 109 square miles.]

Discharge in second-feet. Pun-off.
Month. Total in acre- | gecond- .
Maxi- Mini- Mean " feet per | Depth in
mum. mum, i gquare | inches.
mile.

June 21 t0 80 ooooeao Lo 847 50,519 7.79 8.69
July oL 667 370 454 27,915 | ~ 4.17 4. 81
August ..o oL 588 230 381 23,427 3.50 4,04
September 1to 11 ... ... . ... . ..o... 194 11, 543 178 1.99
July 22081 oot oo |l 208 4,086 | 1.89 .79
August ..oooooee....l 182 40 119 7,317 | 1.0 1.26
September1to 8....._ .. [FR PR 35 555 &2 .10

Discharge measurements made on Lake Creek at Twin Lakes.

Date. Hydrographer. h‘g{'ﬁ:}t‘ clPaiIze. Remarks.
1899. Feet. Sec.ft.
- |] At old station No. 1. (Sta-

Jllly 17 | A.L.Fellows ....c..... 2.80 273 tion in channel above up-
Oct. 12 |..... e (o S 1.90 27 per lake.)

1899. :
June 21 | O.0.McReynolds...... 3.60 | 1,007
Oct 12 | o I Mio| (| At oM seton No.2 (sta

1900. tion at bridge over chan-
July 9| A.L.Fellows -........ 170| 20g || DnelPetween lakes)
July 16 | O. O. McReynolds ...... 1.00 146

1900.
July 10 | A. L. Fellows .__._...... .85 248
July 18 |..... A0 oo 50 192 || Interlaken Station. (Station
Aug. 3| 0.0.McReynolds ...... .25 52 athead of channel between
Sept. 4| C.W.Beach _.......... .15 95 || lakes.)

1899.
June 21 | O.0.McReynolds ...... 3.80, 1,208
June 27 [..._. do oooiiiiaall. 3.20 696
July 17 | A.L. Fellows .......... 2.56 391 . .
Julz 24 | 0.0. McReynolds .. ... 2.50| 344 || Old station No. 3. (Station
Aug. 14|..... A0 e 9.50| 183 |[ 2t bead of channel dis-
Oct. 13| A.L.Fellows - ool 29 charging fromlower lake.)

1900.
July 10 | A. L. Fellows .......... 2.50 193
July 16 | O.0.McReynolds ...... 2.40 245
July 18 | A.L.Fellows -......... 2.35 210 (| Lower Twin Lal-es Station.
July 18 |..... s 1o Y 2. 50 260 (Station below junection of
July 18 |..... dO i 1.97 118 old channel and new cut
Aug. 11| 0.0.McReynolds...... 2.13 156 discharging from lake.)
Sept. 4| C.W.Beach ........._. 1.30 25
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ARKANSAS RIVER AT GRANITE

This station was located at the wagon bridge across the Arkansas- at
Granite, measurements being made from this bridge. T"e results are
not of great value, owing to the extremely changeable nature of the
channel, which lies in beds of bowlders and gravel and shifts con-
stantly. For that reason measurements and records h~ve not been
kept up closely. The present condition of the channel seems to be
somewhat more stable, however, and the station may be reopened.
It is important from the fact that the discharge of the entire upper
portion of the Arkansas, which is of the most value for the develop-
ment of power and for placer mining, may be learned from the data
obtained at this point.®

Estimated monthly discharge of Arkansas River at Granite.

[Altitude, 8,930 feet; drainage area, 425 square miles.]

! Discharge in second-feet. Run-off.
Month, . . Tomfleié;_acre' Second- .
Moz | Mint | Mean. fectper | Bepth in
mile.

1897
May oo 2, 058 268 | 1,109 68,190 | 2.61 3.01
June ... .. ... 2,162 923 | 1,459 86,817 | 3.43 3.83
July oo | 1,096 41719 44,209 | 1.69 1.95
August ... _........._. { 546 176 350 21,520 . .82 .94
September. ... ....... 350 114 169 10,057 | .40 .45
October ..__............ 114 114 114 7,009 .27 .81
November -« oooeeeoa.. R b115 6,843 .27 | .30
December............... RN AU 115 7,071 .27 .31

1898, f i
August ................. |’ 151 75 } 118 6,948 27 .81
September.............. ‘ 93 8 | 45 2,678 .11 .12

a For more detailed information concerning this station see Biennial Reports of the State Engineer
of Colorado: Eighth, p. 484; Ninth, p. 359; Tenth, p. 296. Also publications U. S. Geological Survey:
Eleventh Annual Report, Part II, pp. 47 and 96; Nineteenth, Part IV, p. 353; Twantieth, Part IV, p.
330; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 16, p. 117; No. 28, pp. 110, 116, an¢ 117; No. 37, p. 257;
No. 39, p. 449. Also, Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 104.

b Approximate.
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Discharge measurements made on Arkansas River ai Granite.

Date. Hydrographer. h(gfgf,. chlg,ﬁe.
1895. Feet. Sec.-ft.
July S| A.P.Davis .. o ... 0. 50 1,065
Sept. 26 |..... AO e e 3.10 215

1897.
Apr. 17 | C.C. Babb. oo ieiaaan- 3.20 120
May 8| F.Cogswell ... . ... 4.20 940
May 18 |..... [ s SN 4.90 1,236
June 29 |...._. do i 4.60 1,151
July 27 1..... s P IO s 3.75 415
Aug. 31 |..... s [ R, N 3.20 206
Sept. 27 |..... do oo e e ee—ann 3.10 203
Nov. 6 |..... o 3.00 153
1898.
July 30 | A L. Fellows ... ... .. ieeiaaaa- 3.50 151
Aug. 26 |..... L S .. 3.40 112
Oct. 26 |..... L 3.30 75
1899.
May 25 |..... i s S 5.00 1,476
July 15 |..... ¢ 2. 80 1,178
Oct. 14 |..__. Ao oo e 1.60 130
1900. .
July 9 |..... do ..., ) P 570

ARKANSAS RIVER AT SALIDA.

This station is located at the footbridge near the railroad shops at
Salida. It was established April 11,1895, and has been maintained
for a portion of each year since that time. The gage rod has been
fastened to the north side of the footbridge, but considerable diffi-
culty has been experienced owing to the fact that ice and logs con-
stantly interfere with the rod, three new rods having been required in
1900. The banks are high and are not subject to overflow, but there
are large bowlders.in the stream which interfere with the accuracy of
the results of measurements.

The importance of the maintenance of the station lies in the
information furnished as to the time required for water to flow from
Granite to Salida and again from Salida to Canyon, this question
having a bearing upon the distribution of the use of the water turned
out from Twin Lakes; and it is, moreover, valuable from tl~ point of
view that it is extremely probable that the entire discharge of the
Arkansas at this point may eventually be used for power purposes in
the Grand Canyon of the Arkansas.®

aFor more detailed information concerning this station, see Biennial Reports of the State En_gi»
neers of Colorado: Eighth, p. 480; Ninth, p. 361; Tenth, p.298. Also publieations U. S. Geological
Survey: Eighteenth Annual Report, Part IV, p. 224; Nineteenth, Part IV, p.355; Twertieth, Part IV,
p. 331, Twenty-first, Part IV, p. 230. Bulletin No. 140, p. 155; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No.

16, p. 118; No. 28, pp. 110 116, and 117; No. 37, p. 258; No.39, p.450; and No.50, p.322. Also report on
Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 104.




[No. 74,

WATER RESOURCES OF COLORADO.

78

‘SASNIAUT ‘08 01 TT (MY p

1001100 Aeurxoadde jng ‘Ljuo 18ak auQ »

*BO110 SANLIOYJNB 9} Ul BUNOJ 3¢ ABWI S[18IdQ

*9ATSIIOUY ‘T¢ 09 % UIIBI q
‘SO1BIISO PUB SUOIIRAIIRGO 9] W] PAIB[NI[BD 8B

‘DAIST{OUY ‘I9QUISAON 0} (DB UWIOIY SYIUOW SULU 95VIIAR UB I0] 8103 91} PUE SYIUOTL dTVIDAR JOF ST 9SIBYISID Y3 J[[YM ‘PIIIA0D 1834 2B Jo portad 9joUyMm 9y} I0J UBS UL
9Y} 58 USALS 9781 9Y) 18 YIUOW ABP-AIIY) B JOJ PUB ‘UIALS (S9)BWINSd PUB) SUOIIBAIOSYO 9U3 £ PAIOA0D T894 [IBd Jo Jaed 18Y) I0J ST UIALS 180]-9I0%8 10 JO-UNI OYL v

_ .
e R it i 860168 | 09°0L8 | 09G'8C | FRI'GFE | QL6°9TF |TTTTTTC **"~ papaoder popted I0f 100J-010Y
FL9 99°0 89T ‘LT | QoL 08 896 B¥5 9F6 180T |t SreTrnetettoetescscugepy
9 € 888‘cl | L9z |TTTTTTTolttotTo g AR Rl e TTrTTeressteetessts JAQUIOAON
8" i 280°LT | LG a61 ereteoel gge 686 - | QOF TTeTTTrTesmeresseressosssesesscozaqoRQ)
as’ 63" 1606 | T8¢ 165 188 661 266 7 R remneeereenees srerer - sequiaydoy
6F eF 9gr‘0g | G6F 028 L6¥ 082 818 08 |t Troreretetersessseseseceos gendny
10°T 88" 2439 | 080T | €89 08T |ttt a86 2 S DRSS Ty
961 9.1 886°Tel | OFO'G | €80'3 | 689G |7 vl esRT ) eBeT T rererreeeeoes streoitooc eump
L8t 98T gee L6 | e8¢’T 062 ‘1 e SR A 979 ‘1 i< A Tt I
Fe- 8F erL'ge | L¢8 eqr 868 T R ) & A e udy
1870 2370 88681 | 80g»  |TTttttYIg0gq  [TTttToroelttoeee I R R A e e AR (L
Woag 2098 “Weoag 00 038 998
(o0 | orvaby 10 |
) oo B | by | IER 0061 “668T ‘2681 1681 ‘68T “YYuoN
» go-uny _ “ "

['sorrwa 2awubs 097‘T ‘vaav aSwuUIBIp 193] GEO'L ‘OPMINY]

DPYDY 10 SIYY SOSUDYLT J0 2B4DYsUT



FELLOWS.|

ARKANSAS RIVER DIVISION.

79

Mazimum and minimum discharge and average run-off of Arkansas River at Salida for

that portion of each year covered by records.

Discharge. Run-off.

Year, Minimum, ! Maximum. Second-

| Depth in | feet per

inches. square

Date. Amount. Date. Amount. mile,
See.-ft. Sec.-ft.
1895. .. o oa... ceeo| Oct. 13 402 : May 14 2,462 0.99 0.89
1897 .. Oct. 4 320 | May 31 2,910 .91 .82
1898 ... Oct. 7 100 | Aug. 2 428 .28 .21
1899 .. Sept. 28 240 | June 20 3,900 .92 .83
1900. oo eeei .. Apr. 14 65 | June 1 l 3,633 .74 .67
. {
Discharge measurements made on Arkansas River at Salidu.
Byasogmpher e | B
|

1895. . ‘ Feet. See.-ft.

Sept. 27 | A P Davis .o iiieaeaaann 0.6) 463
1896.
May 26 | T. Cogswell ..o ..o i 3.10 | «2,023
June 24 |..... QO o e 1.4 638
Sept. 29 |..... QO e e 1.0° 352
Oct. 27 |..... L .87 317
1897.

Apr. 17 | C.C. Babb ... e .69 219
Apr. 27 | F. Cogswell. .. .. . e iiea... 1.5% 709
May 8| .... L 2,27 1,178
May 30 |..... A0 oo i 4. 07 2,821
June 29 |..... & 1o J PN 2.59 1,492
July 27 ._.... QO e 1.8* 606
Aug. 31 |..... Ao e .85 371
Sept. 27 |..... 6 1o R 1.00 405
Nov. 6 |..... QO ce e e .90 378

1898. .
Apr. 27 | A L. Fellows. ... ... ... 1.10 480
May 20 |..... 6 3.10 415
June 25 |..... QO e e 3.10 2,352
July 29 |..... QO e e 1.25 568
Aug. 26 |..... QO e e eeeeiaaaan .90 360
Oct. 26 |..... QO o e 80 222

a Approximate; meter out of order.
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Discharge measurements made on Arkansas River at Salida—Centinued.

Date. Hydrographer. ;ﬁ%‘fn chIz)airsé ..
1899. Feet. Sec.ft,
Apr. 26 | A. L. Fellows_ ... ... ... ... 1.72 686
May 25 |..... 6 T T 3.10 1,999
July 14 |..... & 1o 2.40 1,801
Nov. 18 |..... T T .80 317

1900.
Mar. 15 | A. L. Fellows. ... ... . iiiiaeaan. .90 271
June 14 |.__._ 6 L Z 4. 30 3,036
Aug. 8 |..... & L N 1.08 443
Aug. 22 (... & 1o J .87% 364

ARKANSAS RIVER AT CANYON.

This station is located near the Hot Springs Hotel, 13 miles west of
Canyon, and a short distance helow the mouth of Grape Creek (see
Pl. VII). It was established in the year 1889, and records have been
kept up ever since that time, thus furnishing a most valuable table of
discharge of the Arkansas River. The station is of particular impor-
tance as it is located at the mouth of the canyon and above practically
all the irrigating ditches excepting the Canyon ditch and the South
Canyon ditch, which draw their supplies at short distances above the
station. Fach of these carries from a very few feet up to 60 cubic
feet per second, according to need during the irrigation season.

The table does not include the amounts carried by the canals, and
their flow should be added to the discharge of the river at the station
in order to get the total run-off at the mouth of the canyon. The
channel is fairly constant, changing but little during tl'~ entire time
that the station has been maintained. The banks are high and not
subject to overflow.®

aFor more detailed data concerning this station, see Biennial Reports of the State Engineers of
Colorado:; Fourth, Part I, p, 62, and Part II, Pl. X VI: Fifth, Part 1, pp. 21 and 3¢, and Part IT, Pl. X;
Sixth, pp. 19 and 24; Seventh, pp. 163 and 164; Eighth, p. 474; Ninth, p.363; Tenth p.300. Also publi.
cations U. 8. Geological Survey: Eleventh Annual Report, Part 11, p. 97; Twelfth, Part 11, pp. 240 and
349; Thirteenth, Part III, pp. 19 and 363; Fourteenth, Part II, p. 106; Eighteenth, Part IV, p. 225;
Nineteenth, Part IV, p. 8566; Twentieth, Part IV, p. 831; Twenty-first, Part IV, [. 231; Bulletins, No.
131, p. 35; No. 140, p. 156; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 11, p. 60; No. 16, p. 119: No. 28, pp.
110, 116, and 117; No. 37, p. 258; No. 39, p. 450; No. 50, p. 323. Also, Report on Agriculture by Irriga-
tion, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 112.
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Maxcimum and ninimum discharge and average run-off of Arkansus R ver at Canyon for

that portion of each year covered by records.

Discharge. Run-off. @

Year. Minimum. Maximun. Second-

__ Depth in | feet per

inches. square

Date. Amount. Date. Amount. mile.
Sec.-ft. Sec.-ft.

1888, e Sept. 28 420 | June 19 2,760 3.80 0.28
1889 ..., | Qct. 12 190 | Aug. 9 2,620 1.92 .14
1890. ...  Jan. 14 180 | May 28 3,270 3.88 .28
1891, ... Jan. 11 325 | June 13 4,230 4. 49 .35
1892 .......- Jan. 15 345 | June 25 s 4,750 3.95 .29
1893 . ... Aug. 200 | June 4, 750 3.80 .27
1894, (... Oct. 245 | June 4,400 3.74 .28
1895. ... ... Dec. 16 2566 | June 11 2,588 3.71 .27
1896 . ............ Nov. 28 124 | Aug. 30 2, 876 2.41 .18
1897 .. Apr. 10 108 | June 4 3,452 3.33 .25
1898 . ... Oct. 3 160 | June 19 3,245 2.84 .21
1899 . ... . Feb. 18 160 | June 20 4, 432 3.98 .30
1900. ... ....... Sept. 22 194 | May 29 4,251 3.50 .26

aThe run-off given Is for each entire year, including estimated months.
the authorities cited.

Discharge measurements made on Arkansas River at Canyon.

Deteils may be found in

Date, Hydrographer, h(e}ig 1. ch];i!i;e.

1889. Feet. Sec.-ft.
July 26 | Robert Robertson . ... ....oooeoe oo aae 2.25 421
July 26 |0 o e 3.00 833

1890,
Apr. 1) Robert Robertson ... .. ... oo ieiiiiaaaaaan 1.62 222
Apr. 2 A0 i 1.70 286
-3 SR PR ¢ [ S 1.88 360
Apr. 28 | O e 2.93 744
May 1 |oeeee@O coomi e ceeeeeaeaaaaaae 2.73 775
May 2 e e e e aeeeeae e 2.80 891
May 2 | . cdo o i 2,78 862
May 23 1. Q0 ceei e 4.77 2,705
JUNE B Lo QO oo e e 4.85 |« 2,641
June 12 | Q0 o e 4. 53 2,220
June 14 |oo oo oo 4.65 2,598
June 19 | dO - e 4. 48 2, 380
June 28 [ A0 et 4.55 2, 386
June 27 | .. odO o e 4. 55 2,394
June 30|, .. dO e eeeaeeeeaaeaaaan 4.23 2,055
July 9 e o0 e i 4.22 1,998
July 12 | @0 i 4,05 1, 806
July 16 | cdO e ieaeaieas 3.82 1,546
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Discharge measurenents made on Arkansas River at Canyon.—Continued.

Date. Hydrographer. } h?i‘; et' elﬁifg'e.
1891. ‘ Feet. See.oft.
Apr. 13 | T. M. Banmon. . ..o oot ‘ 3.00 7
Dec. 4]..... L . L8 328
1893. i
Sept. 22 | F. T Newell <o oo e 24 291
1894.
Apr. 15 | F.H. Newell ..o i 4.20 2,395
May 18 |..... ' Lo PR 3. 80 1,940
Jung 18 {..... s (o N ‘ 4. 80 2,387
Sept. 20 [ A.P.Davis ... ... .. eceieeiaoa- - 2,65 395
QOct. 15 |..... QO oo e 2.40 319
1895.
May 31| A.P.Davis o .. e 4.35 2,434
June 13 |.__.. [ U J U 4. 50 2,397
Oct. 4 |..... [ Lo S 2.70 585
1896.‘
July 381 | F.Cogswell ... e 2. 40 414
Aug. 30 |..... < 1o 2.00 203
Sept. 16 |..... dO et e 2.05 251
Oct. 31 |..... ' ¥ I 2.20 289
Nov. 14 [..... s (o S 2.55 294
1897.
Apr. 16 | C.C.Babb ... icceeiieaan 2.20 260
May 7 |..... & 16 Y 3.10 827
May 26 | F.Cogswell . ... i 4.95 2,712
June 16 |..._. do ......... g e mmaaaan 5.25 3,071
July 14 |..... L S 3.60 1,140
Aug. 110..... s 1o YR 3.05 T4
Nov. B |..... s 1o 2.98 540
1898,
May 21 | A.L. Fellows ..o e e eeeeeaas 3.06 608
June 25 |..... [ U Y 4. 82 2,830
July 28 [..... QO e 3.05| 611
Oct. 27 j..... G Lo 2.60 316
1899.
Apr. 27 | AL L. Fellows ... .. i iciiieaaaaaan 3.20 611
May 26 |..... G 1o T 4.55 2,189
July 7 |..... QO e 4.50 2,651
Aug. 18 |_.__. & 2.90 553
Nov. 7 |..... 6 7 U 2. 58 306
1900.
Mar. 14 | A L. Fellows - .o e 2.85 408
June 14 |..... A0 o e 5. 50 3,235
July 20 |..... [ (o 2.8 570
Sept. 8 [..... 5 L 2.10 229
Sept. 12 | RoW.Hawley. ... .oooii i, 2,10 205
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ARKANSAS RIVER AT PUEBLO.

The first records of the discharge of Arkansas River in the vicinity-
of Pueblo are for the months of May and June, 1885, From this time
until August, 1889, records were kept more or less irregularly at a
point near the mouth of the canyon, about 9 miles above the city
of Pueblo. No other records were kept in this vicinity until
September, 1894, when the station was relocated in the city of
Pueblo. As only one large ditch, the Bessemer canal, takes water
from the river in District No, 14, in which Pueblo is situated, the
station answers admirably for assisting in the distribution of the
waters of that district. Owing, bowever, to the changes in the c¢han-
nel, the construction of side walls, and the removal of a dam in the
lower part of the city, it has been necessary to change the location of
the rod from time to time. Up to the fall of 1898 the records of
gage heights were taken from a rod situated at the north end of the
Santa Fe avenue bridge; at that time, however, another rod was
placed at the south end of the Main street bridge, and in March, 1900,
another rod was placed at a point a short distance below thesouth end
of the Union avenue bridge. This is the rod used at present. These
changes in location have, however, no material bearing upon the actual
discharge, as measurements have been taken frequently and these sta-
tions are practically one, being located in the same long stretch of
clear, open channel, with no inflow, and having high retaining levees
constructed by the city. (See PL. VII, B.) The channel at present
is probably the best in the State, although it fills to some extent at low
water and scours out again at high stages. Measurements are usually
made from the Main street bridge, but may be made by wading at
low water.

In comparing the tables it should be borne in mind th~t the records
for 1885 to 1889, inclusive, are for a' point about 9 miles above the
station for the later years, and that considerable water is taken out
between the two points. Moreover, much less water was used on the
higher reaches of the stream prior to 1889 than since that time, so that
practically the two stations bear little relationship to each other.
They are, however, given together for advantage in comparison.
Measurements of the water level are kept up regularly by the office of
the city engineer of Pueblo, and it is to this office that we are indebted
for a large proportion of the records given in the tables.

This station is of particular importance, for, being near the head of
one of the most important districts and also near the headquarters of
the superintendent of the Arkansas division, it is of use in ascertain-
ing the discharge of the river with reference to the proper distribution
of the water amongst consumers. It is further important because the
waters of the Arkansas are being used more and more for power, and
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the surplus, whenever there is any, is being stored in large reservoirs,
of which there are several important ones in the vicinity of Pueblo.®

Discharge of Arkansas River at canyon above Pueblo, 1885 to 1889, inclv vive.

Month. ! 1885. 1886. 1887. 1889, Average.
Sec.-ft. See.-ft. See.-ft. Sec.-ft. Sec.-fl.
May coeoie e 1,069 3,046 | ..o ..... 1, 300 1, 805
June ....ooiiiiioel 3,187 5,569 3,477 2,108 3,585
July oo 1,724 3,352 766 1,947
August - oo 1, 481 1,717 668 1, 289
September. ... . ... . ... .- 1,372 1,129 ... ..... 1, 250

a For more detailed data concerning this station, see Biennial Reports of the State Engineers of
Colorado: Third, pp. 168 to174; Fourth, PartI, p. 62, and Part II, P1. XVI; Eighth, p. 468; Ninth, p. 366;
Tenth, p. 304. Also publications U. S. Geological Survey: Eleventh Annual Report, Part II, pp. 49
and 98; Eighteenth, Part IV, p. 227; Nineteenth, Part IV, p. 857: Twentieth, Part IV, p. 836; Twenty-
first, Part IV, p. 232; Bulletin No. 140, p. 158; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 11, p. 61;
No. 16, p. 120: No. 28, pp. 111, 116, and 117; No. 87, p. 259; No. 89, p. 450; No. 50, p. 325. Also Report
on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 126.
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Maximum and minimum discharge and acerage run-off of Arkansas River at Pueblo for
that portion of each year covered by records.

. Discharge. R Run-off.a
Year. Minimum. Maximum. Second-
— | Depthin | feet per
Date. Amount. Date. : Amount, inches. ”,‘%,‘i{‘ge
Sec.-ft. See.-ft.
1895 oo, Dec. 26| 256 June 13 | 2,58 | 272| 0.2
1896 . . ...l Aug. 10 203 | Ang. 18 ‘J 3, 428 1. 54 .11
1897 . L Mar. 13 146 | June 2 3,750 1.92 .14
1898, .. ... Oct. 6 31 | July 13 ‘ 5, 385 1.82 .13
1899 ... Sept. 13 150 | June 20 4,891 2.73 .20
1900, ... .. ... .. Sept. 1 134 | June 2 6,980 ‘ 2.80 .21

aThe run-off given is for each year entire, including estimated months; the discharge given is for
average months, and the totals for an average year, as calculated from all observations and estimates,
Details may be found in the authorities cited.

Discharge measurements made on Arkansas River at Pueblo.

Date. Hydrographer. ; ﬁﬁfﬁt, chggo.
1894. Feet, See.-ft.
Apr. 24 | P. J. Preston . ... ... ieiieeeaana a 322
Sept. 19 | A, P. Davis ... e eaaan 0.3 378
Oct. 13 |..... [ (o T .39 370

1895.
Feb 6 A P. Davis. ..o e e e eeeeeaaan .40 411
May 20 [..... O e e 1.65 1,435
June 3 |..... QO e o 2, 261
June 4 |..._. [ o R e ¢ 1,973
June 4| ___. S U PP d 2,022
June 11 |..... A0 e L 28| 2,7
Sept. & | F. Cogswell. ... ... . . . 570
1896.
Mar. 22 | F. Cogswell. ... i iiieiiceaaaaann .59 470
Apr. 8 |..__. QO oo 1.3 1,016
May 27 |..... ' o TN 2.0V 1,682
June 5 |.._.. 15 0T N 1.65 1,403
July 10]..... O - oo oo .3) 335
July 30 |..... [ T JP .59 510
Aug. 18 1..... QO e me e .00 203
Aug. 19 ... QO w e e .83 534
Aug. 19 ... QO oo e C 10,07 | 16,500
Sept. 16 |..... O el } .3) 294
Oct. 30 |..... [ (o | .35 320
Nov. 13 [ C.C.Babb ... i e .31 2908

@ Measurement made at Main Street bridge.

bMeasurement made at Swallows.

¢ Measurements made at Bridge No. 8, section 4.

d Measurements made at Bridge 155 B.

e Approximate estimate of flood at 12 m. night of August 18, 1896, A maximum velocity of 15 feet
per second was obtained by means of floats.
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Discharge meusurements made on Arkansas River at Pueblo—Continued.

Date. I Hydrographer. h(e}ia‘g et. eh];ii-qg-'e.
1897. Feet. See.ft.
Apr. 16 | C. C.Babb ..o il 0.20 216
May 6| F. Cogswell... . . ...l 1.60 799
May 21 ..... G LG 2,00 1,856
June 18 |..... QO o - 2.55 2,219
July 16 |..... R S 1.15 981
Aug. 10 [..... 4 o .95 805
Sept. 8| P.J. Preston ... .. ...l .10 184
Sept. 28 |..... QO oo e .45 394
Nov. 4| F. Cogswell ... .. . . ... .75 601

1898.
Apr. 5 | P.J. Preston ..o .27 248
Apr. 29 | AL L. Fellows. . ... .. iaiia.. .06 513
May 5| C. W.Beach. . .. ... .. . ...l iiiioiiil.. .09 876
May 30 |..... 5 G S .10 1,144
June 3 ..... & s 1.40 1,639
June 9| A. L. Fellows. .. e 1.8 2,002
June 14 | C. W, Beach. .. .. ... 1.9 1,987
July 8 |..... S 05 1.63 1,726
July 26 | A. L. Fellows. . . i .35 816
July 28 | C. W. Beach. ... . .. ... .81 743
Aug, 2 |..... 1S .45 405
Aug. 11 |..... 18 S .50 468
Aug. 20 | C. W. Beach, R. W. Hawley... .. . ... ............ .15 211
Aug. 30 | AL L. Fellows. . .. i i i .00 134
Oct. 20 C.W.Beach. .. ... .. .. el .20 290
Oct. 291 A. L. Fellows. ___ ... .. - .40 320
Nov. 3| C.W.Beach... . . .. . i iiiiiiiiicaiaaaaaaas .30 344
1899.
Apr. 27 1 AL Fellows ... L. iiaiaaaaaa. .80 695
May 26 |..... 6 s Y 2.20 2,221
June 3| C.W.Beach .. ... ... aeaaaan 2.55 2, 856
June 17 ..... 6 o T 3.60 4,565
July 1 j..... 4 oS 2.22 2, 959
July 8| A L. Fellows ..o .o oo . 1.61] 2,098
Aug. 1| C.W.Beach .. .. . i .72 1,199
Aug. 5 |..... QO e e 1.46 1,938
Aug. 14 | AL Fellows ... ... e 1.20 1, 496
Sept. 10 |..... L 0 Y .50 180
Sept. 18 | C.W.Beach ... ... eeiaan .10 388
Oct. 6 |..... 6 .20 331
Nov., 7| AL Fellows .. oo i ens .05 411

aNew gage rod at Main street.
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Discharge measurements made on Arkansas River at Pueblo—Continued.

Date. Hydrographer. h(giagglft. oh]?ai:ée.
1900. Feet. Sec.-ft.
Mar. 3| A L. Fellows ..o ..o i ceaeaacaaaen 2.17 498
Mar. 16 |._... e 1 2 2.05 435
Apr. 8 |..... & 1 J 2. 3¢ 675
Apr. 121 C.W.Beach ... .. ..o 2.15 608
May 21 |..... & 1o J 5. 70 5,072
June 13 | A L. Fellows - oo oo i iiee e 5.10 3,963
July 17 |..... do .. eeeo.... e e et 2.59 751
July 21 |..... & LS 2.25 | 583
Sept. 3 R.W.Hawley .. .oooio e, 1.35 153
Sept. 5! C.W.Beach .o e 1.43 191
Sept. 7 | A L. Fellows ... .. .. 1.49 174
Sept. 25 | C.W.Beach - ... .. . i, 1.82 346

ARKANSAS RIVER AT NEPESTA.

This station is located at the wagon bridge a short distance above
the railroad station of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
at Nepesta, and is maintained by the Great Plains Water Company.
It was established September 8, 1897, and records have been kept
during each irrigation season since that time, only those for 1898,
1899, and 1900 heing reliable, however. Two gage rods are nocessary;
one for use at high and the other at low water. Measurements are
made from the wagon bridge. The channel is sandy and shifting and
frequent changes are necessary in the rating table. The importance
of the station is due to the fact that it is so conveniently located to the
railroad station that representatives of the large irrigation canals upon
the river may readily keep themselves informed as to the discharge
and the use of the water of the stream.®

@For further information concerning this station, see Biennial Reports of the State Engineers of
Colorado: Ninth, p. 870; Tenth, p. 308. Also publications U. S. Geological Survey: Nineteenth
Annual Report, Part IV, p 358: Twentieth, Part IV, p. 337; Twenty-first, Part 1V, p. 233; Bulletin
No. 131, p. 37; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, No. 16, p. 121; No. 28, pp. 112, 116, and 117; No. 37,
p. 260; No. 39, p. 450; No. 50, p. 326. Also Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by
F. H. Newell, p. 124,
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Estimated monthly discharge of Arkansas River at Nepesia.
[Altitude, 4,364 feet; drainage area, 9,130 square miles.]
Discharge in second-feet. Run-off.
Month. M M : Totalfggt acre- fecond- Deoth
. _ . ot thi
mﬁxni. mgﬁm | Mean. Sffualigr ilexghe;.n
; | mile.
| |
|
1898. N ‘
May ... o 2,055 350 i 1,116 68, 621 0.12 0.14
June .. .......llilllll 3, 665 918 | 2,103 125, 137 .23 .26
JOY «ooooe e 4125 | 136| 1,310 80,549 | .14 .16
August ... ... 697 127 311 19,123 .03 .03
September.............. 294 160 232 13, 805 .03 .03
October ... _......_..._. 511 160 279 17,155 .03 .03
November ... ... .. .... 511 260 366 21,778 .04 .04
................ 817 346,168 | .09 .69
|
1899. |
May.. oceioiiiiiiaan.. 2, 246 259 1 1,164 70, 957 .13 .15
June ... 3,882 | 1,156 | 2,622 156, 020 .29 .32
July ... 6, 066 610 i 2,651 163, 004 .29 .33
August ... ... 6,974 172 957 58, 844 .10 .12
September.............. 285 154, 200 11,901 .02 .02
October ................ 314 172 | 235 14, 450 .03 .03
November.......__..... 2,791 191 ‘ 350 20, 826 .04 .04
................ 1,167 495, 002 .13 1. 00
1900.
May - o 9,600 | 4,246 | 5,876 361, 301 .64 .74
JUNE - 7,782 | 4,064 | 5,498 327,154 .60 .67
July ool Lol 3,700 427 1 1,699 104, 467 .19 .22
August .. .oLoo.o.Lool. 1,519 172 122 25, 948 .05 .06
September....._......_. 427 172 262 15,590 | ~ .03 .03
October ... ....ccoo.... 610 314 435 26, 747 .05 .06
November ...... PO, 792 259 514 30, 585 .06 .07
................ 2,101 891, 792 .23 1.85
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Discharge ineasurements made on Arkansas River at Nepesta.

Date. Hydrographer. h(g?gl?t. c]gifé&
1894. . Feet. See.-ft.
May 31 | F. H. Newell ... ... i eeafmeeeeann @30, 000
June 1 ... QO oo et eaeaeaan 12, 000
June 2 |.__.. 6 U SR SO 8, 000

1897. .
Sept. 8 | P. J. Preston ... .o iiaaeaas 2.00| " 168
Sept. 30 |..... 6 1o 2.34 281
1898.
Apr. 27 | P.J. Preston - ... . ... eieiaaa. 2.55 360
May 6| C.W.Beach. ... .. ... . e aaaan 3.05 746
May 10 [._... 8 P +.25 1,998
June 6| .... [ £ S 3.43 1,060
July 28 |..... QO e e et 3.25 573
Aug. 20 |..... 1 1o 2.85 247
Nov. 6 |..... 8 Lo T 2.93 212
1899.
May 29 | A. L. Fellows. .. ... ..o i aaaiiann 4.6) 1,810
June 7 | C.W.Beach. .. .. .. ... 4.63 1,636
Aug. 3 {..... 4 1o T S 4.0) 610
Aug. 25 ..._. e £ 3.10 215
Oct. 2 1|..... [ 1S Y 3.12 218
1900. .
Apr. 12 | C. W. Beach. .. .. eaaaaas 4.837 1,101
Sept. 8 | ReW. Hawley ..o ... oo i 3.7 146

a Estimated.

ARKANSAS RIVER AT ROCKYFORD.

This station is located at the wagon bridge crossing the Arkansas
River, at a point about 2 miles northeast of the town of Rockyford.
It was established May 3, 1897, by Mr. S. W. Cressy, water commis-
sioner of district No. 17, having his headquarters at Rockyford, for
his convenience and information in distributing the waters of his dis-
trict. Mr. Cressy maintained this station as long as he remained in
charge of the office to April 7, 1900. The river is straight for a long .
distance above and below the bridge, hut the channel is wide and the
bed is sandy and very shifting, so that few measurements were made.
Results must be considered as approximate.®

aFor more detailed information concerning this station, see Biennial Reports of the State Engineers
of Colorado: Ninth, p. 374; Tenth, p. 310. Publications U. 8. Geological Survey: Nineteenth Annual
Reports, Part IV, p. 353; Twentieth, Part IV, p. 838; Twenty-first, Part IV, p. 234; Water-Supply and
Irrigation Papers, No. 16, p. 122; No, 28, pp. 112, 116, and 117; No. 37, p. 261; No. 39, p. 450; No. 50, p.
827. Also Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H. Newell, p. 124,

For description of Laguna Canal, 1n this district, see Twentieth Annual Report, Part IV, p. 339.
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Estimated monthly discharge of Arkansas River at Rockyford.
[Altitude, 4,177 feet; drainage area, 11,440 square miles.]

Discharge in second-feet. Run-off.
Month. . n ’I‘uta}eigt.acre- Sacond- .
i | mam, | Mean. e | e
mile.
1897.
May 3to31.........._. 3, 363 64| 1,147 70,527 | 0.100 , 0.120
June ... 3, 206 628 | 1,834 109,130 | . 160 .180
July ....... . 2,034 41 589 32,216 | .052 . 060
August . ........._...... 3,676 20 614 | 37,754 | .05+ . 062
September. . ... .._.... 108 13 41 2,440 | . 004 . 004
October ... ........ 393 27 143 8, 793 .013 .015
November ......_........ 550 41 155 ; 9,223 ‘ . 014 . 016
Decembere _ ... .. | |e....... 50 3,074 i‘ L044 . 051
1898. |
January .. ... _o...e. ool arth 4,612 | .007 . 008
February 20 to 28 _...... 193 34 75 4,165 |, .01 .01
March. . _.....__........ 393 129 254 15,618 | .02 .03
April. ... oLl 550 64 213 12,674 .02 .02
MEY -, 3,832 108 | 1,206 74,155 | .12 .13
June ... 3, 284 315 | 2,047 121,805 | .18 .20
July oo 3,754 193 | 1,249 76,799 | .11 | .13
August ... ... 706 108 269 16, 540 .02 .03
September_..___.._ ..., 393 64 157 9, 342 .01 .02
October _............... 550 84 246 15,126 | .02 .03
November . ............ - 8| 530 31,587 | .05 | .05
December _..._......._. " 393 84 228 14,020 | .02 .02
The year ._._..... | 3,832 34 546 396,393 | .04 .68
1899. ‘
March 13 to 31.._....._.. 570 140 309 19, 000 . 027 . 031
April.....o. oL 520 140 274 16,304 | . 024 . 027
May .o, 1,270 140 732 45,009 | .064 . 074
June ._................ 2,710 | 770 | 1,498 89,137 | .131 . 146
July oo 3,020 ) 270 | 1,504 2,478 |  .131 . 150
August ..o, 3,570 | 105 686 42,181 | .060 . 069
September.............. 20 95 153 9,104 | .013 | .0L4
October ......ooeee ... 300 55| 145 8,016 | .013| .015
November..__..._._.._. 1,070 105 280 16, 661 . 024 . 027
December 1 to9.._..._.. 190 115 |- 148 9,100 L0138 .015
1900.
January 16 t0 81 ... 470 190| 319 19,061 | .027| .03
February, 13 days....... 470 | 270 410 22,770 . 036 . 037
March.......ocooooo.... 450 i 190 324 | 19,922 | 028 .032
April 1to 7. . ... ..... 3,120 360 | 1,283 76,344 | 112 .125

a Approximate.
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Discharge measurements made on Arkansas River at Rockyford.

Date. Hydrographer., hg?ggft. chgirsée.
1897. Feet. Sec.-feet.
Sept. 29 | P. J. Preston ...o..oiieivoooo i .. 0.37 140
1898.
Apr. 17 | P. J. Preston ... . .90 237
May 27| C. W.Beach... ... . ... .. 1.8% 1,692
1899. .
May 30| A. L. Fellows. ..o i 1.8% 1,042
Oct. 16 |..... do.......... it .8% 136

ARKANSAS RIVER AT PROWERS.

This station is located at the dam constructed across the Arkansas
River at the headgate of the Colorado and Kansas canal, this point
being selected in September, 1899, in the hope that the channel might
prove permanent, but no records were kept until the spring of 1900.
The rating curve obtained at this point from gagings made thus far
gives excellent results within the limits of the measurements. There
being no bridge at the station, measurements can be made only at the
lower stages of the river. The station is of partic.ulai' importance,
owing to the fact that it is located near the head of irrigation district
No. 67, and may therefore be used in the regulation of the use of the
waters of the Arkansas in that district.®

Estimated monthly discharge of Arkansas River at Prowers.

[Altitude, 3,677 feet; drainage area, 19,000 square miles.]

Discharge in second-feet. Pun-off,
Month. . . . Total In acre- | gooon1. .
mom | i, | Mean Pt sty
mile,

1900.
April15t030........... 7,140 | 1,060 | 2,940 174,942 | 0.1E5 0.173
May.eoee e eeeicaaaaaaan 5,860 | 2,660 | 3,398 208, 935 178 .238
June ...... ... ... ... 4,900 742 | 2,617 155, 722 .158 2154
July ceeeoiii 1,700 2 161 9,990 . 008 . 009
August .. ... .. ....... 445 0 45 2,767 . 002 . 002
Septemberd . .____.____. 30 0 6 357 . 000 .000
October .. ___.......__.|. ] P 6 369 . 000 . 000
Novemberd. ... ....... 16 4 8 476 .0C0 . 000
December ._.._......... ) 41 4 18 1,107 . 001 .001

aFor more detailed information regarding this station, see Tenth Biennial Report of the State
Engineers of Colorado, p. 812; Water-Supply and Irrigation Papers, U. 8. Geological 8irvey, No. 37,
p. 268, and No. 50, p. 328; also Report on Agriculture by Irrigation, Eleventh Census, by F. H, Newell,
p. 126.

bEstimated,
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Discharge measurements made on Arkansas River at Prowers.

Date. Hydrographer. | hG(;iaggk?t. clgirsg- e
1899. Feet. Sec.-ft.
Sept. 8 | A. L. Fellows _. . i iiiiiiciaaanas 0.20 16

1900.
July 5| C.W.Beach.. ... . . i iiiiiaaeaa. . 60 304
July 19 | A L. Felows ... i e e .38 113
July 28 | C.W.Beach _ ... .. . iiiiiiiiiieaes | e 546

ARKANSAS RIVER NEAR LAMAR.

The greater proportion of the records of this locality are those kept
by the Amity Canal Company, their headgate being at a point 7 miles
west of Lamar, on the north side of the river, the herdgate keeper
making a daily record of the discharge both in the river and the canal.
(See PL. IX.) There is a dam across the river at this point for the
diversion of water into the Amity canal, but owing to tl'e unevenness
of its crest, to the fact that timbers and driftwood lodg> upon it, and
to other causes, the results are not entirely reliable. IFew measure-
ments have been made except in the canal. For a short time in the
year 1899 estimates were made at the wagon bridge north of Lamar
by the. water commissioner of district No. 67. These are of interest
as giving approximately an idea of the flow of the water for the time
covered, and are therefore presented in a separate table.

The principal value of hydrographic data at this point is with ref-
erence to the storage of water in reservoirs, of which those of the
Great Plains Water Company, described in the Twenty-first Annual
Report, Part 1V, p. 240, are located, 12 miles north of the town of
Lamar.®

aFor further information concerning this station, see Biennial Reports of the State Engineers
of Colorado; Ninth, p. 379; Tenth, p.314. Also publications United States Geologicel Survey: Eleventh
Annual Report, Part II, pp. 49 and 51; Twentieth, Part IV, pp. 824 and 840; Water-Supply and Irri-
gation Papers, No. 28, p.114; No.387, p.263; No. 50, p.329. Also Report on Agriculture by Irrigation,
Eleventh Census, by F. H, Newell, p. 126.
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Discharge of Arkansas River neur Lamar.

[Altitude, 3,592 feet.]

ISION.

95

AT HEAD OF AMITY CANAL, AS FURNISHED BY E. R. BANNISTER, HEADGATY KEEPER.

1898. ) 1899. 1900,
Month.
Second-feet.| Acre-feet. |Second-feet.| Acre-feet. |Second-feet.| Acre-feet.
January - ..o fee e 239 14,696
February ... oo oo icin el 280 11, 552
March. o 170 10, 453
April. e e 2,973 176, 906
U € 'SR RN FUD PO ISP 4, 469 274,788
June - e 655 38,975 3,290 195, 769
July e 1,870 | 114,982 280 17,217
August ... ..... 211 12,974 834 54, 355 89 5,472
September....... 23 1, 369 74 4,403 22 1, 309
October _........ 54 3,320 87 5,349 20 1,230
November ....... 265 15, 769 249 14,817 109 6, 486
December ....... 248 15, 249 131 8,055 @150 9,223

a Approximate.

AT LAMAR BRIDGE,e¢ ESTIMATED BY J. B. TRAXLER, WATER COMMISSIONER, DIS-

TRICT NO. 67.

1899.
Day. 7
March. April. | May.
Sec.-ft. Sec.-ft. Sec.-ft.

| 3, 000 40 12

R 4, 000 40 12
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