








Selected Series of U.S. Geological Survey Publications 

Books and Other Publications 

Professional Papers report scientific data and 10terpretations 
of lasting scientific 10terest that cover all facets of USGS 10ves­
tigations and research 

Bulletins conta10 stgmficant data and 10terpretat10ns that are of 
last10g scientific 10terest but are generally more hmited 10 
scope or geographic coverage than ProfessiOnal Papers 

Water-Supply Papers are comprehensive reports that present 
s1gmficant 10terpretive results of hydrologic 10vestigations of 
wtde 10terest to professiOnal geologists, hydrologists, and engi­
neers The senes covers 10vestigations 10 all phases of hydrol­
ogy, 10clud10g hydrogeology, avadabthty of water, qualtty of 
water, and use of water 

Circulars are reports of programmatic or scientific 10formation 
of an ephemeral nature, many present Important scientific 
10formation of w1de popular 10terest Ctrculars are dtstnbuted 
at no cost to the pubhc 

Fact Sheets commumcate a wtde vanety of timely 10format10n 
on USGS programs, proJects, and research They commonly 
address Issues of pubhc 10terest Fact Sheets generally are two 
or four pages long and are dtstnbuted at no cost to the pubhc 

Reports m the Digital Data Series (DDS) dtstnbute large 
amounts of data through digital medta, 10clud10g compact dtsc­
read-only memory (CD-ROM) They are high-quality, 10terpre­
ttve publications destgned as self-conta10ed packages for vtew-
10g and mterpretmg data and typically contam data sets, 
software to vtew the data, and explanatory text 

Water-Resources Investigations Reports are papers of an 
mterpretiVe nature made avrulable to the pubhc outstde the for­
mal USGS publicatiOns senes Coptes are produced on request 
(unhke formal USGS publications) and are also avrulable for 
pubhc mspection at deposttones 10d1cated 10 USGS catalogs 

Open-File Reports can consist of baste data, prehm10ary 
reports, and a wtde range of scientific documents on USGS 
10vest1gat10ns Open-File Reports are designed for fast release 
and are avrulable for public consultation at depos1tones 

Maps 

Geologic Quadrangle Maps (GQ's) are multicolor geologtc 
maps on topographic bases m 7 5- or 15-mmute quadrangle 
formats (scales ma10ly 1 24,000 or 1 62,500) show10g bedrock, 
surficial, or engmeenng geology Maps generally mclude bnef 
texts, some maps mclude structure and columnar sections only 

Geophysical Investigations Maps (GP's) are on topographic 
or plantmetnc bases at vanous scales They show results of 
geophysical 10vestigations us10g gravity, magnetic, setsffilc, or 
radtoactivtty surveys, which provtde data on subsurface struc­
tures that are of economic or geologic stgmficance 

Miscellaneous Investigations Series Maps or Geologic 
Investigations Series (l's) are on plammetnc or topographic 
bases at vanous scales, they present a wtde vanety of format 
and subJect matter The senes also 10cudes 7 5-minute quadran­
gle photogeologtc maps on plammetnc bases and planetary 
maps 

Information Periodicals 

Metal Industry Indicators (Mil's) IS a free monthly newslet­
ter that analyzes and forecasts the economic health of five 
metal 10dustnes wtth composite lead10g and comctdent 
10dexes pnmary metals, steel, copper, pnmary and secondary 
aluminum, and aluminum mill products 

Mineral Industry Surveys (MIS's) are free penodtc statistical 
and economic reports destgned to provtde timely statistical data 
on production, dtstnbution, stocks, and consumption of stgmfi­
cant mineral commodities The surveys are tssued monthly, 
quarterly, annually, or at other regular mtervals, dependmg on 
the need for current data The MIS 's are published by commod­
Ity as well as by State A senes of 10temat10nal MIS's Is also 
avrulable 

Pubhshed on an annual basts, Mineral Commodity Summa­
ries IS the earhest Government pubhcatton to furmsh estimates 
covenng nonfuel mmeralmdustry data Data sheets contam 
10formation on the domestic mdustry structure, Government 
programs, tanffs, and 5-year salient statistics for more than 90 
mdtvtdual minerals and matenals 

The Minerals Yearbook dtscusses the performance of the 
worldwtde mmerals and matenals mdustry dunng a calendar 
year, and It prov1des background mformat10n to asstst 10 mter­
preting that performance The Mmerals Yearbook conststs of 
three volumes Volume I, Metals and Mmerals, contruns chap­
ters about virtually all metallic and mdustnal mmeral commod­
Ities Important to the U S economy Volume II, Area Reports 
Domestic, conta10s a chapter on the ffilnerals 10dustry of each 
of the 50 States and Puerto Rico and the Adffilmstered Islands 
Volume III, Area Reports International, IS published as four 
separate reports These reports collectively contam the latest 
available m10eral data on more than 190 foretgn countnes and 
dtscuss the of rmnerals to the econormes of these 
nations and the Umted States 

Permanent Catalogs 

"Publications of the U.S. Geological Survey, 1879-1961" 
and "Publications of the U.S. Geological Survey, 1962-
1970" are avrulable 10 paperback book form and as a set of 
miCrofiche 

"Publications of the U.S. Geological Survey, 1971-1981" Is 
avrulable 10 paperback book form (two volumes, publications 
hstmg and mdex) and as a set of microfiche 

Annual supplements for 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, and 
subsequent years are avrulable 10 paperback book form 



Selected Series of U.S. Geological Survey Publications 

Books and Other Publications 

Professional Papers report scientific data and interpretations 
of lasting scientific interest that cover all facets of USGS inves­
tigations and research. 

Bulletins contain significant data and interpretations that are of 
lasting scientific interest but are generally more limited in 
scope or geographic coverage than Professional Papers. 

Water-Supply Papers are comprehensive reports that present 
significant interpretive results of hydrologic investigations of 
wide interest to professional geologists, hydrologists, and engi­
neers. The series covers investigations in all phases of hydrol­
ogy, including hydrogeology, availability of water, quality of 
water, and use of water. 

Circulars are reports of programmatic or scientific information 
of an ephemeral nature; many present important scientific 
information of wide popular interest. Circulars are distributed 
at no cost to the public. 

Fact Sheets communicate a wide variety of timely information 
on USGS programs, projects, and research. They commonly 
address issues of public interest. Fact Sheets generally are two 
or four pages long and are distributed at no cost to the public. 

Reports in the Digital Data Series (DDS) distribute large 
amounts of data through digital media, including compact disc­
read-only memory (CD-ROM). They are high-quality, interpre­
tive publications designed as self-contained packages for view­
ing and interpreting data and typically contain data sets, 
software to view the data, and explanatory text. 

Water-Resources Investigations Reports are papers of an 
interpretive nature made available to the public outside the for­
mal USGS publications series. Copies are produced on request 
(unlike formal USGS publications) and are also available for 
public inspection at depositories indicated in USGS catalogs. 

Open-File Reports can consist of basic data, preliminary 
reports, and a wide range of scientific documents on USGS 
investigations. Open-File Reports are designed for fast release 
and are available for public consultation at depositories. 

Maps 

Geologic Quadrangle Maps (GQ's) are multicolor geologic 
maps on topographic bases in 7.5- or 15-minute quadrangle 
formats (scales mainly 1:24,000 or 1 :62,500) showing bedrock, 
urficial, or engineering geology. Maps generally include brief 

texts; some maps include structure and columnar sections only. 

Geophysical Investigations Maps (GP's) are on topographic 
or planimetric bases at various scales. They show results of 
geophysical investigations using gravity, magnetic, seismic, or 
radioactivity surveys, which provide data on subsurface struc­
tures that are of economic or geologic significance. 

Miscellaneous Investigations Series Maps or Geologic 
Investigations Series (l's) are on planimetric or topographic 
bases at various scales; they present a wide variety of format 
and subject matter. The series also incudes 7 .5-minute quadran­
gle photogeologic maps on planimetric bases and planetary 
maps. 

Information Periodicals 

Metal Industry Indicators (Mil's) is a free monthly newslet­
ter that analyzes and forecasts the economic health of five 
metal industries with composite leading and coincident 
indexes: primary metals, steel, copper, primary and secondary 
aluminum, and aluminum mill products. 

Mineral Industry Surveys (MIS's) are free periodic statistical 
and economic reports designed to provide timely statistical data 
on production, distribution, stocks, and consumption of signifi­
cant mineral commodities. The surveys are issued monthly, 
quarterly, annually, or at other regular intervals, depending on 
the need for current data. The MIS's are published by commod­
ity as well as by State. A series of international MIS 's is also 
available. 

Published on an annual basis, Mineral Commodity Summa­
ries is the earliest Government publication to furnish estimates 
covering nonfuel mineral industry data. Data sheets contain 
information on the domestic industry structure, Government 
programs, tariffs, and 5-year salient statistics for more than 90 
individual minerals and materials. 

The Minerals Yearbook discusses the performance of the 
worldwide minerals and materials industry during a calendar 
year, and it provides background information to assist in inter­
preting that performance. The Minerals Yearbook consists of 
three volumes. Volume I, Metals and Minerals, contains chap­
ters about virtually all metallic and indus~al mineral commod­
ities important to the U.S. economy. Volume II, Area Reports: 
Domestic, contains a chapter on the minerals industry of each 
of the 50 States and Puerto Rico and the Administered Islands. 
Volume III, Area Reports: International, is published as four 
separate reports . These reports collectively contain the latest 
available mineral data on more than 190 foreign countries and 
discuss the importance of minerals to the economies of these 
nations and the United States. 

Permanent Catalogs 

"Publications of the U.S. Geological Survey, 1879-1961" 
and "Publications of the U.S. Geological Survey, 1962-
1970" are available in paperback book form and as a set of 
microfiche. 

"Publications of the U.S. Geological Survey, 1971-1981" is 
available in paperback book form (two volumes, publications 
listing and index) and as a set of microfiche. 

Annual supplements for 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, and 
subsequent years are available in paperback book form. 
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